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PREFACE. 
.. 
HIS Volume is simply a memorial of the principal events in the history 
of the Benevolent Irish Society during the past century. It does 
not pretend to have any literary merit. It was hurriedly compiled for the 
Centennial Celebrations in July, 1906. The chief interest in the book vvill be 
to the members of the Soci~ty and its friends at home and abroad. The 
Compiler received valuable help from many friends, but he vvishes to express 
his acknovvledgments to the follovving in a special manner, namely :-to His 
Grace Archbishop Hovvley, vvho, by his knovvledge of the Colony, and of its 
ecclesiastical and educational Institutions, and by his personal research, cleared 
up many matters of vvhich no -records vvere available ; to Miss Ella Morris, 
Custodian of t.he Legislative Library, for useful information taken vvith no little 
labor from the nevvspapers and records under her care; to Mr. Jas. Vey, 
Photographer, for the care and attention vvith vvhich he prepared the photo~ 
graphs from vvhich most of the illustrations have been taken; to Mr. John J. 
Evans, Printer, for valuable advice in connection vvith arranging the book for 
the printers, and for the loan of some cuts; to Revd. Brother Lavelle, formerly 
of St. Bonaventure's College, but at present of Wexford, Ireland, for reading 
the proofs and generally superintending the printing; to Masters H. Neary, 
G. Walsh, E. Ring and P. Grace, vvho did the Typevvriting of the 
manuscript; and to F. Bradshavv, Esq,, for designing the Cover. 
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HE BENEVOLENT IRISII SociETY 
\Vas instituted at a t1n1e 
when th·e political and social 
condition of this Colony \vas 
_ ___.:i~n~a---::-:s tL:a:-:t:-=-e~of t (a n s i ti on. For 
mainly by stealth and in defiance of the la\vs 
against settlement. 1"he lower part of the town 
along the \Vater front \vas used exclusively for 
fishing "Roon1s," s tag·es, and flakes. Com-
- some years previous, much · 
that was harsh and intoler-
munication bet,veen one part of the town and 
another was made by paths, which had taken 
their form and direction rather from the con-
able in the policy of non-colonization, and the 
system of mercantile monopoly that had con-
trolled the country during the two preceding 
centuries, had been softened and rendered more 
endurable by a practical toleration, rather than 
by any settled design on the part of our rulers. 
The country had not yet reached the period 
when it acquired an established form of govern-
ment and fixed tenure of land. Although the 
laws which prohibited settlement and made it 
unla\vful to erect a dwelling-house without a 
special license from the Governor for that pur-
pose, were not repealed, yet they did not work 
so oppressively, for they were not enforced with 
the same rigour as they had previously been. 
1"he rule of the "Fishing Admirals" was limited 
and greatly controlled by the establishment of 
a Supreme Court in St. John's. And religious 
toleration had taken the place of open religious 
persecution. The Catholic Church here had 
been organised and \vas governed by the good 
Bishop O'Donel, and generally a better feeling 
of citizenship existed between all classes and 
creeds in the City of St. John's. 
St. John's, at this. time, was a very irregular, 
straggling kind of place. . It was not laid out 
on any plan or system. It had no streets 
as we know them. . The houses were built 
in every conceivable position, and \vere of a 
very rude and primitive character, being built 
' 
venience of the fisheries than from any settled 
plan, much in the manner in which we see the 
roads in many of the outports at the present 
time. The public buildings consisted of the 
Court House, Custom House, Catholic Chapel, 
and Protestant Church. 
The population of the city had been increas-
ing for some time. It appears from a census 
_!aken about the year 18o2, that it then pum-
bered about four thousand inhabitants. Be-
-- ---
sides a very strong body of Volunteers under 
the command of Major ~IacBraire, there \Vas a 
garrison consisting of about seven hundred 
troops, stationed in the city. The Catholic 
Chapel had been built by Bishop O'Donel a fe\V 
years previously. The relative proportion of 
Catholics to Protestants of all denotninations 
was about two to one. The great majority of 
the people was therefore Cathohc. 'fhese 
~ere entirely of Irisl1 nationali_!y. N ew{ound-
land afforded an asylum and gave a hoJ:Ile to the 
,I.rish, who by _!he atrocious _persecution which 
ravaged their native country vvere forced ~ to 
J.eave the Ian~ of thejr birth_,3 nd find a living 
under most unfavourable circumstances across 
the Atlantic. - -
--rr is no t to be wondered at that, arising out 
of the circumstances which then attended the 
business of the country, great misery and 
poverty existed amongst the people. The 
fisheries, the only industry kno\:vn in the Colony, 
9 
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were carried on by a few large mercantile 
firms \vho had their principal places of busi-
ness in England. · These merchants carried op 
their business without any regard to the well-
being and circumstances of the fishermen and 
"~rvants. They gave out supplies, an received 
payment in fish. They fixed the price of the 
supplies which they gave out, and of th·e fish 
which they received. No cash' passed bet\veen 
then1 and their dealers, and very often the poor 
people found themselves at the commencement 
of the long hard winter \vith nothing to depend 
on for the support of themselves and their 
fan1ilies but the alms of the charitably disposed. 
i\s the spirit of the times impro\'ed, and the 
c.;:_:_. -==-
c _:__ . . ====--
~--- -
better social relations between citizens of all 
classes and creeds increased, and the intoler-
ance and bigotry of the previous centuries gave 
way to more Christian-like fe·elings, the vvretched 
condition of the people appealed more strongly 
to those who were in a position to render them 
assistance. It becam~e evident that if any prac-
tical measur1es \Vere to be taken to cope with 
the terrible co·nditions which, prevailed, it was 
necessary that an organised effort for that 
purpose should be made. 
t a view to filling this great want 
that a number of Irish crent emen, ac uated by 
Jhat spirit of Christi.ao · Cha ... ri.ty whlch is so 
marked a characteristic of their race, deter-
p1ined .iQ.~ingAlt the T~.o..ndOn '[gvern, 
there to· discuss the prevailing conditio·n and the 
Q!ospects of forming their countrymen into a 
Society having far it& object the relief of the 
poor and th helpless. IhP __ T,ondon Tavern 
was at that time kept b a man name Cornelius 
IO 
Quirke. It was situated on the Beach, some-
w~e near the foot of==tfie King's RoaO, and 
was the great social meeting-OOuse of The city. 
Many a notable gathering had assemDfe 1n that 
famous old Tavern, but none ever ntet~there 
.... \vnlch had more -important a_nd - permanent 
results than that which collected tl1ere on 
-\\T ednesday' the sth day of F ebruary,____!_So6. 
All the prominent !r1shmen in the city \vere 
present. Representatives of the military, of 
the mercantile, ~of the official establish1nent£, 
and many prominent citizens \vho \vere of Irish 
nationality, \Vere all determined to bring their 
efforts to a successful issue. 1\t tl1eir n1eeting· 
the decision \vas r eached to forn1 a Society 
- .. 
,.._.._- --~---- -
--- -----
----------
consisting of Irishmen or descendants of Irish-
men, having for its object the relief of the poor 
and distressed. This led to the establishment 
o.f th~e 
BE~EVOLENT IRISH SociETY. 
Tl1e greatest unanimity existed atnongst- those 
present. After some discus9ion, it \Vas unani-
mously resolved ''That a Society, formed on the 
principles of benevolence and philanthropy~ 
would be the most effectual mode of establish-
ing a permanent r~lief to the wretched and dis-
tressed. '' They determined to embrace their 
fellow-creatures of other lands as well as their 
O\Vn countrymen \vithin the charity of their 
Society~ 
At the same meeting a Committee from those 
present was selected ''To form a code of rules 
and regulations for the government of the 
Society, the extension and reg~lation of the 
Charity, and to consult \vith the Right Rev. 
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Doctor O'Donel and others whose local knoYv-
ledge of this country could best inform the1n as 
to the most effectual and beneficial mode of 
establishing a Charitable Irish S·oci:ety upon 
firm principles of loyalty, true benevolence, and 
philanthropy. '' 
I 
Society. Their commission was to ascertain 
the material available to form a society con-
sisting exclusively of Irishmen, and men of 
Irish extraction, the resources upon which such 
an institution could draw for the purpose of 
establishing an effectual relief for the poor, the 
RIGHT REV, DR. O'DONEL, :First Bishop of St. John's, Newfoundland. 
The following gentlemen were nominated 
and unanimously elected to this Co1nmittee, 
namely-Lieutenant-Col. John lVIurray, James 
l\1acBraire, John MacKellop, Joseph Church, 
and Capt. \i\Tinck,~lorth Ton.ge. 
This Committee at once went to· w·ork ener-
getically, to coll:ect infor~ation, and to draw 
up and formulate a Constitution for their new 
helpless, and thle distressed, and to form a 
Constitution based on the broadest principles 
of b~nevolence which would give .stability and 
permanence to their work. 
With this object in view, th1ey first approached 
Dr. O'Donel, the Catholic B!shop of St. John's. 
He was a man .of a kind and generous nature, 
to whom the effo·rts~ of his fello·w-countrymen 
II 
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in1n1ediaielY con11nenced his labours in the dis-
~ 
tricts of St. John's, Fcrryland, and Placentia. 
The people \\Tere then aln1ost destitute of all 
practical religion. 1"'hc absence of all spiritual 
unless as a 1neans of lo\v sensual ~ratification- · 
induced a deplorable laxity of 1norals and even 
''"·eakened the faith of n1any. French infidelity, 
then SO fashionable, \VaS the boast of those who 
Cur PRESENTED BISHOP O'DoNEL ON LEAVING NE\VFOUNDLAND, 1807. 
g·uidance, though occasionally they had a priest 
amongst thctn ; the prevalence of drunkenness ; 
the la,vless character of many \vho came to the 
country, and the abundance of money in the 
hands of persons who kne\v not ho\v to use it, 
pretended to enlighrenment, and indifference to 
all religious observances \Vas comn1on to all 
classes. Such was the howling moral wilder-
ness in \vhich Dr. O'Donel commenced his 
labours.' ' 
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He obtained a lease of a piece of ground, 
where the Star of tl1e Sea Hall now stands, 
and at once had the ''Old Chapel" erected 
upon it. His next object was to provide the 
mission with priests. This he did, \vith the 
assistance of his friend and adviser, Most Rev. 
Dr. Troy, Archbishop of Dublin. He succeeded 
so well in his labours that, after t\velv'e years 
from his arrival, he was consecrated Bishop, 
with the title of Thyatira in. Partibu.s Infideliunz., 
and appointed Vicar Apostolic of Newfound-
land. He continued to exercise the duties of 
his high office for some eleven years after his 
consecration. During th.at tin1e he laid, deep 
L 
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\vhich he aided and encouraged all efforts to 
elevate the people and to promote the pros-
perity of the country, endeared hitn to everyone. 
Regret at his departure was universal. \!\Then 
leaving, he was presented by the people 
of St. John's with a larglc silver urn or cup, 
''in testitnony of his pious, patriotic, and n1eri-
torious conduct during a residence among them 
of twenty-three years.'' This cup still exists, 
and is at the present time in the possession of 
the \ l ery Rev. Canon O'Flynn, ·of Ballybrick:en, 
\A/ aterford, Ireland, who holds it in trust, tlnder 
the will of the late Rev. Robt. O'fJonel, of 
Scarborough, to be delivered to the nearest 
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OLD ST, MARY'S CHURCH, CLONMEL. 
Showing the tomb of Rt. Rev. J as. L. O'Donel (on the extre1ne left). 
(Reduced/ro11z an old dra'ZtJing by M. F. H.) 
and permanent, th'e foundation of the Catholic 
Church in N e\vfoundland. After he had pro-
vided for the spiritua} needs of the capital, he 
organised the outports into districts, and at-
tached missionaries to the sev'cral districts. 
His health began to fail under the responsibili-
ties and labors of his office. Not being able to 
fulfil his duties with the constant attention 
which his strict sense of their responsibilities 
demanded, he resigned his charge, and on the 
appointment oJ his successor, Right Re\r. Dr. 
Lambert, in 1807, he left the country. 
Bishop O'Donel earned the veneration and 
esteem of all classes of the community. His 
zeal for the advancement of religion, his deep 
interest in, and active support of every chari-
table movement, and the untiring energy \Yith 
relative of the Bishop who, bearing the name 
0 'Donel, becomes a priest of the Catholic 
Church. 
After Dr. 0 'Donel left N e\vfoundland, h~e 
lived in the city of \Vaterford, and after his 
death his remains were brought to Clonn1el, 
vJhcre he vvas buried in thlc old Chapel of St. 
Mary's, Irishtown. His Grace Archbishop 
Ho\vley, during a recent visit to Ireland, \vent 
to Clonmel, where he gathered some interestinR 
information regarding Dr. O'Donel's tomb and 
btlrial place. He \vrites to the compiler thus : 
"I am indebted to Miss Quinn, a lady belong-
ing to a very old Clonmel family, for a dra\ving 
of the old Chapel of Saint Nlary's, Irishtown, 
Clonmel, showing the tomb of Bishop O'Donel 
in tl1e Chapel-yard. It is, as I had suspected, 
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\vhat is called an 'altar tomb.' In n1y History 
I stated (p. 221) that in making a visit to Cion-
mel, in 186g, I found no vestige of this ton1b. 
On a subsequent visit, in 18g6, I was n1ore 
} 
' I 
lJ 
0 
serves the inscription. It is now placed in the 
floor of the church on the Epistle side of the 
nave. I here give a copy of it which I took very 
carefully." 
I 
I 
I 
~ 
11 R~ ..... ~ 
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fortunate. Besides the drawing mentioned 
above, \vhich I have here reduced to half-size 
\vith a vie\v to having it reproduced, I found 
the flag or table \vhich originally surmounted 
the monument of Dr. O'Donel, and still pre-
It will be seen from this brief sketch of 
Bishop O'Donel what wide experience and ripe 
judgn1ent, acquired in the discharge of his pas-
toral and administrative duties, extending over 
a period of twenty-two years, he was able to 
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bring· to the assistance of the Con1n1ittec ap-
pointed at tl1e mcleting· of Irishmen held in the 
London TaYern on I~ebruary stl1, r8o6. 
\\rhen the Committee had completed their 
arrangements, they n1et formally in the London 
Tavern, on February 8th, for the purpose of 
adopting the Rules and Constitution \Yl1ich they 
had dra\vn up, and of preparing a report to 
submit to a general meeting to be l1eld on 
February 17th. 
A deputation Y/as appointed to \Vait on 1'hos. 
Tren1lett, Esq., Chief l\Iagistrate of St. John's, 
to inform him of the nature, scope, and object 
of the Society, but failing to find hin1 at hon1e, 
a letter was sent him on February 12tl1, enclosing 
a copy of the Rules and Constitution for his 
perusal. It is clear from this letter ho\v inti-
n1ately I3ishop O'Donel was associated 'vitl1 the 
successful issue of the labours of tl1e Con1n1ittcc. 
It says: "\\"'"e had in the infancy of this busi-
ness consulted the Right Revd. Dr. O'Donel, 
not only from his great kno\vledge of the class 
of people from whom \Ve expected the funds to 
arise, but from the very great respectability of 
that reverend gentleman's character. He l1as 
been pleased to express l1imself in terms of high 
approbation, fully to patronise the institution, 
and to recommend it to his cong·r~gat ion. 
Cnder such protection, and on the g·eneral 
principles of loyalty and philanthropy in ,,~hich 
the Society is framed, \Ve have little doubt of 
success." Again, \Vriting to the Bishop hin1-
self, und:~ r date of February roth, ,,.c ha,·e 
further evidence of the in·valuable serYices ren-
dered by him to the infant Society. This let ter 
says : "\\T e, the Con1mittee for the Irish Society , 
feeling a lively sense of the great assistance 
\Vhich the Institution must receive fron1 the 
patriotic, zealous, and very handsotne 1n an11er 
in vvhich you recomn1ended to your congregation 
to give it their support, beg you ''"ill, Sir, accept 
our sincere thanks; and \Ve assure you, Sir , tl1at 
if any occurrence could possibly add to the l1igl1 
opinion that we have of the great adYantag-es 
that the community must deriYe from ha,Ting 
such a preceptor, it \vould be the n1anner in 
\vhich you took up the business of tl1e Societ}"· '' 
The Bishop's reply -to their comn1u11ication 
is so characteristic of his charitable disposition 
and sho,,~s so clearly the n1otiYes \vhich indue ~d 
him to enter so enthusiastically into tl1e plans 
of the Committe e, that it deserves to be repro-
duced in full. It is as follo\vs : 
' 'GE~TLE:\IEX' 
I have been l1onoured \vith your letter of 
"' 
yesterday, and an1 exceedingly thankful to you 
for your polite attention. If vanity l1ad not 
been foreign to n1y station of life, it \vould be 
highly gratified by the respectability of the 
gcntlen1en \vho approved of n1y conduct, and 
e\ren overrate my slender end·eavours in pro-
nloting the duties of social life an1ong my neigh-
bottrs; and \vere I insensible of the advantages 
to be deri,?ed fron1 your Association, I \vould 
deem n1yself dead to the feelings of a grateful 
n1ind. Therefore, you may depend on it, tl1at I 
\vill cl1eerfully concur \vith you in pron1oting, 
as far as in me lies, the laudable end of your 
truly benevolent Society; for what 111an \vho 
seriously turns in his mind your exertions for 
the benefit of your fello\v-creatures, but must, 
\vith the Yoice of gratitude, hand do\vn to pos-
terity, not only your names, but likewise your 
patriotic zeal and tender compassion so con-
g·enial to your ancestors, and in a manner the 
spontaneous g·ro\vth of the clin1ate they were 
l)red in,and adn1ire even in silent astonishment the 
goodness of those hearts that are torturing in-
Yention itself to devise means of drying up the 
tears of the ,,·ido\v and the orphan, of administer-
ing comfort to those confined on beds of sickness 
..and sorro\v, and encouraging their neighbours 
to find out the pininR \vant of the modest poor 
in tl1eir concealed huts of misery. ''' ho can 
refuse a thankful acknowledg·n1ent to gentle-
n1en of yoltr honorable and useful rank of life, 
'Yho opened tl1eir benevolent hearts and purses, 
'Yho sacri fice a great part of their titne, pleasure 
and leisure to the good of the present and future 
inhabitants of this obscure corner of the N e\v 
\\"orld. l\Iay those \vho \viii succeed you be 
g·uided l)y yotlr example to continue ,-vhat you, 
\vitl1 tl1e applause of all discerning people, so 
liberally beRan; and may the Deity grant you 
the re\vards so often promised to men conspic-
UOllS for con1passionate hearts and disinterested 
tenderness for vour fellow-travellers in this 
.; 
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world. T hese, g·entlemen, are the sentiments 
,,·here\vit h I ha,ye the ho·nor to _ remain, your 
devoted and humble servant, 
}AY.IES 0 'DOXEL. '' 
T he co-operation of the society organized by 
Go-vernor \\"" aldegrave in the year 1797 for '' Im-
pro,~ing the Condition of the Poor of St. John's" 
- a chari table body \vhich \vas doing good work 
in the citv at that time-\vas solicited, that the 
.. 
') 
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t\VO Institutions might \Vork harn1oniously, and of all members to aid and assist the officers of 
was readily granted. the Society in their respective duties; to be as 
Everything w,as now ready to launcl1 the punctual as possible in their attendance at the 
Society on its career of good \vorks. The meetings of the Society; and in all respects to 
Constitution and Rules were dra\vn out; promote its welfane. They are in all cases to 
the approval and support of Bishop O'Donel behave as good and loyal subjects, zealously to 
\vas enthusiastically given; the formation of the exert the.mselves in support of the la\vs of our 
Society sanctioned by the authorities; and th'e country; to avoid all controversy on religious 
co-operation of , the public and of the Sister or political subjects; to conduct themselv~s · 
Institution secured. It was therefore decided \vith kindness and friendship to their brother 
to summon a general meeting at the London members, and to promote harmony and good-
Tavern on Monday, the 17th February, to sub- \vill in the Society. Finally, it is the duty of 
mit \vhat had been done, and finally adopt the every member, by his punctual attendance at 
Rules and Constitution, to organise the Society, the public services of the s',everal religious socie-
and formally inaugurate it as a living, \vorking ties to which he belongs, and by the regularity 
Institution. of his life, to set a good example to others, and 
A large gathering of Irishmen assembled in thereby to encourage the well-disposed to unite 
resp·onse to the summons .of the Committee at in the support of a Society that has no other 
the London Tavern on the evening of the 17th. object in view but to succour the distressed and 
Bishop O'Donel, who was present, was re- to pron1ote benevolence and goodwill to all 
quested to take the chair, which he did. Cap- men." 
tain \\1inckworth Tonge presented the report The funds, from which it \vas provided that 
of the Committee, setting forth the Rules and a specific sum should rt~ voted each year at the 
Constitution which, had been compiled. These annual meeting for the benevolent intentions of 
\vere unanitnously approved of and ratified, and the Society, consisted of the entrance fee for 
\vere at once subscribed by seventy-four 1ne1n- members, the donations of charitable and well-
hers, \vho ''bound themselves by their sig-na- disposed persons, and the quarterly dues of 
tures to support it, and in all things and to four shillings and sixpence fron1 each rnember. 
their utmost po\ver to maintain the Society The annual vote from the funds was handed 
inviolate." over to a committee called the Comn1ittee of 
The Society was constituted under the title Charity, to which \vas confided the duty of dis-
of "The Benevolent Irish SocietyJJJ and had for tributing the relief afforded by the Society. 
its object those t\VO principles of Benevolence Cpon this Committee devolved the principal 
and Philanthropy which had been agreed upon and most arduous work. It was by the rules 
at the preliminary meeting of February 5th. riequired to "attend carefully to the claims of 
.t\ characteristic seal, expressive at once of orphans or the children of parents \vhose vices 
the nationality and object, was 'selected for or misfortunes prevent their supporting their 
the Society, consisting of ''the figure of Saint offspring; to place such children out to good 
Patrick, bearing the cross, \vith the motto· en- masters, so that they may become good and 
circling· the seal : 'He that gives to the poor, useful members of the community; to relieve 
lends to th-~e Lord.' '' Membership \vas limited the aged, the infirm, and those who, fron1 acci-
to "Natives of Ireland, sons of Irish parents, dent or misfortune., are unable to resort to 
descendants of any present or future members." labor for their support; and to encourage indus-
No other qualification \vas required, save that try, by the aid of the funds of the Society \Vbere 
the members should be good citizens and prac- they can be made really conducive thereto; to 
tical Christians. The body was a non-dcnomi- check vice and immorality. At the discretion 
national society of Irishn1en. 1'o keep up the of this Committee relief will be afforded by the 
respectability and efficiency of the Institution, Society when the funds adn1it thereof to the 
certain rules \vere set forth for the guidance and unfortunate of all nations, as general philan-
direction of members. It \vas provided that thropy is the object of the Society as far as 
"As the prosperity of the Society \vill entirely possible." 
depend on the good conduct of the m~embers, it A special committlee, \vhich acted as a k:ind of 
is fit that th~e Rules and Constitution should propaganda under the name of the Committee 
be minutely attenc!ed to; it is therefore the duty of R:evi'e\v and Correspondence', kept the Society, 
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its nature, and object, before the public, 
and \vhose office it \vas to interest the benevo-
lent and humane who were in a position to 
assist in its work. 
In ord\~r to establish social intercourse be-
t\veen the men1bers and to mark the national 
' 
character of the Institution, the rules proYided 
that "the Society \viii celebrate their annual 
festival the 17th day of l\Iarch, it being the day 
\vhich immemorial custon1 has set apart for the 
commemoration of the Holy St. J>atrick \vho 
first preached the Christian religion to our 
ancestors.'' · 
It \viii be seen frorn this sun1n1ary of the rules 
that the Institution \Vas absolutely and essen-
tiallv charitable in its aim. The funds could 
~ 
not be used for any other purpose. The men1-
bers derived no adYantage frotn their member-
ship except the honor and gratification of be-
longing to so noble and useful an r\ssociation. 
It \vas in keeping \vith the spirit of the founders 
and the object of the Society that its members 
should, by the uprightness of their lives, be an 
exan1ple to all citizens, and earn the respect and 
confidence of the \vhole community. This the 
rules required of them, and this the Society and 
the members have continued to retain tllrough-
out the \vhole century of their existence. 
\\.hen the Rule.s and Constitution had ]).een 
approYed of and adopted, the n1eeting of the 
I 7th of February proceeded to elect the officers 
of the Benevolent Irish Society. The result of 
the election was that the following gentlernen 
\vere chosen to fill the respective offices :-
Capt. \\Tinck\vorth Tonge ............... . President 
Lieut. -Col. John Murray .......... T7 ice-P1"esid ent 
lVIr. Joseph Church .............. ... First Assistant 
Lieut. John McKellop .......... . Second Assistant 
Nlr. Henry Shea .......................... . Secretary 
James MacBraire, Esq ................... Treasurer 
The Society was no·w invested \vith a cor-
porate existence under the management of the 
abov·e-mentioned gentlemen as its Executive 
Con1rnittee. It was at once decided to· take 
advantag·e of the laws relating to Friendly 
Societies, \vhich required such Associations to 
subrr1it their rules and regulations to th.e magis-
trates assembled in session, to be by then1 
approved of and entered on the records of the 
court.. This \Vas done on thle I sth day of April 
follo\vtng, before the magistrates of St. John's, 
at the Quarter Sessions of the Peace holden on 
that day, and a certificate of the fact \~las 
handed the President, signed by Lionel Chancey, 
Clerl< of the Peace. 
The Society \vas not denominational or sec-
tarian in its nature. In fact, all the officers, 
\vith the exception of Mr. Henry Shea, -vvere 
Protestants. Xothing is known of the first 
President, Capt. \\.,.inck\vorth 'fonge, save that 
he \Vas an officer attached to the garrison then 
stationed in St. John's, that he was a man of 
great abilities, and one who realised the neces- \ 
sity for holding out a helping hand to those \ 
\vho \Ver1e afflicted by misfortune or distress, 
and who took up the pr.ojcct ·of his fellow-
countrymen for that purpose, with the self-sacri-
fice -vvhich the onerous duties of President 
demanded at that time. 
The \rice-President, Lieut.-Col. John Murray, 
\vas als·o an officer of the garrison. He be-
came the second President of the Society, hold-
ing that office for two years (18o8-g), when he 
was appointed Governor of Demerara. Long 
after Col. Murray left Newfoundland he con-
tinued a member, and was a large annual con-
tributor to the funds of the Society. He v.ras 
deeply interested in its prosperity, and during 
the time of his residenee at Demerara he kept 
up a regular correspondence with. the President, 
and it will be seen th-at when the resources of 
the Society were taxed by a sudden en1ergency 
he was one of its most generous benefactors. 
\Vhen the people of St. John's were suffering 
from the effects of the disastrous fires of 1816 
..::::-. 
he sent the President a a'onation of ,(IOO "on ,_ 
account of what I may }je able to raise by sub-
scription to be remitted to you." In January, 
1817, he sent a further remittance of £297 
3s. 2d. He says himself in O·ne of his letters to 
President MacBraire, ''Though far a\vay, you 
see I must be among you still." Col. Murray 
was one of th·e founders whose memory ought 
ever to be dear to the members of the Benevo-
lent Irish Socilety. 
Lieut. MacKellop was a lieutenant in the 
Royal Navy. He was at this time in command 
of H.M.S. "Rattler." Owing to· his constant 
cruising around the coast and his consequent 
intercourse with the different slettlements of 
the isla.nd, and the facilities which this afforded 
him to interest the well-disposed in the outports 
in the Society, he \vas made an honorary mem-
ber of the Committee of Revie\v and Correspond-
ence. 
The most active, zealo·us, and energetic of 
th'.~ founders of the Society was James l\1ac-
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Braire. It was to him and to Bishop 0 'Done! 
that the credit of the firm and permanent estab-
lishment of the Society is mainly due. At the 
first election of officers he was s~lected as 
Treasurer of the Society. MacBraire was a 
man of extraordinary ability and of restless 
energy. He was an Irishman, born in the 
North of Ireland of very hum·ble parentage. 
'i\Th.en very young he enlisted in the army. He 
rapidly rose by his own merit to be a sergeant. 
After he left the army he came out toN ewfound-
land, where he made his home. He quickly, 
by his industry and shrewdness, established a 
prosperous business in St. John's. He was 
prominent in every social and political move-
ment of his time. He organised and \Vas the 
commanding officer of the St. John's Volunteer 
Rangers. A strict disciplinarian, he soon made 
that body a most efficient and reliable force. 
He was one of the magistrates of St. John's. 
His business becam1e one of the most extensive 
in the Colony. He was President of the Com-
mercial Society. The war between England 
and France that was going on during these 
y-ears afford'ed a keen business man such as 
MacBraire many opportunities for making-
money. 'iVhen he left th'e Colony in 182 I l1e had 
amassed a large fortune. He spent the re-
mainder of his life with his son at Bervvick-on-
Tweed. His interest in the \velfare of the 
Society never ceased. He was elected President 
in 18og after the retirement of Col. Murray, and 
remained in office by the unanimous vote of the 
Society even after he had left the country. 
By his great shrewdne~s and commonsense, he 
helped the Society on many difficult occasions, 
and was always a liberal contribt1tor to its 
funds. It will be seen later how he worked to 
mak·e the institution efficient and permanent. 
Mr. Joseph Church, th'e first Assistant-Vice-
President, held office for one year only. He 
was absent from the Colony when the time for 
re-election came ro·und and does not seetn to 
have taken any further active interest in the 
affairs of the Society. 
It was deemed expedient that th:e Society 
should immediately start the main object of its 
establishment by giving out relief to those who 
were d·eserving of it. ·A joint meeting betvveen the 
Committee of Charity and the Committee of the 
Society for Impro·ving the Condition of th'e Poor 
of St. John's was arranged for the purpose of 
ascertaining the extent of the latter Institution, 
of its funds, and the lists of objects of distress 
.. 
which it relieved, so that the two Societies 
might not be imposed on. At this meeting 
the members of the Committee of Charity 
learned to what extent it would be necessary to 
draw immediately upon the funds of the So-
ciety in order to relieve present distress. 
A meeting of the Society was held on Feb. 
22nd, to consider the amount to be voted for 
the present calls of the unfortunate and dis-
tressed. It was decided to hand over tl1e sum 
of fifty pounds to the Committee of Charity for 
that purpose, and that henceforth, at each quar-
terly meeting, a sum consistent with the n1eans 
of the Society, and necessary for the demands 
of the occasion, should be voted by the Society 
for distribution by the Committee of Charity, 
but should it be proved ''to the President and 
the Society in general that such sums were 
properly disposed of for the intended purposes 
for which it was voted, and that the same vvas 
not sufficient for the repeated calls u.pon the In-
stitution, that then the Committee of Charity 
had authority to call a special meeting of the 
members at any time they thought it necessary 
for a supply between the quarterly meetings, 
and have such sums voted to then1 as they 
might think the pressing calls of the distressed 
required." 
These moneys were very carefully and judici-
ously distributed amongst the poor of the city, 
and when occasion arose relief was also given 
to cases from the outports, which were reported 
to, and approved of, by the Committee. It is 
the experience of all such societies that manv 
,.1 
cases of an undeserving character claim the 
alms intended only to succour those 'vhose cir-
cumstances render charitable assistance expe-
dient. Every precaution was taken to avoid 
imposition of this kind. Before any aid was 
given the object was visited by some member of 
the Committee of Charity, or his case vlas re-
commended by some reliable citizen who was 
acquainted with the particulars of the individual 
case. Co·nstant reference was had to Mr. 
Stephen Knight, the Secretary of the Society 
for Improving the Condition of the Poor, that 
no person might receive alms unnecessarily 
from both Institutions at the same time. 
20 
From the first year of the institution of the 
Society the members celebrated the festival of 
St. Patrick, March 17th. The members and 
th'eir friends dined together on that day in the 
early years at the London Tavern, or some 
other convenient place. Ie the year 180~ the 
I' 
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first dinner took place at the London Tavern. 
Of course, the expenses of these reunions did 
not fall on the Society's funds, which could 
only be used for the purpose for which it was 
subscribed, namely, ''relieving the vvants and 
dis tresses of their country men and f ello\v-
creatures at large.'' Each member attending 
the dinner had to defray his O\vn portion of 
the expenses. Thus, after the meeting before-
mentioned on February 22nd, after deciding to 
celebrate St. Patrick's Day by a dinner for the 
members and friends, it vvas deterrnined "that 
a book should be opened at the Lo,ndon Tavern 
for the members of the Society who wished to 
dine there on the 17th March to celebrate the 
anniversary of St. Patrick, to sign their names 
therein, to deposit thirty-one shillings and six-
pence for their proportion of the expenses that 
may be incurred on that day, and that, if so 
desired, each member was at liberty to invite 
a friend who was not a countryman. i~ .. member 
so doing was to deposit the like sum of thirty 
one shillings and sixpence for his friend's por-
tion of the expenses. These dinners were the 
soul of hilarity, harmony and conviviality. 
The wit and humour, the eloquence and song 
which formed such attractive features of the 
Irish dinners soon made them the great social 
event of the year. The toast list was prepared 
beforehand with great care by the gentlernen 
who had charge o.f the arrangements, and the 
different toasts apportioned to· appropriate 
speakers for the occasion. Look:ing back over 
some of those old "Toast Lists," many of which 
are still preserved, they are instructive of the 
feelings and sentiments of the founders and 
early members of the Society. They breathe 
an intense loyalty to England and everything 
English. There is abs·olutely nothing, save the 
toast to the memory of St. Patrick to indicate 
that the gathering· was one of Irishmen cele-
brating a day that is distinctively a Festival of 
the Irish Nation. One may well be excused 
if, after perusing one of those old ''Toast 
Lists,'' he wonders \vhat interpretation those 
who were responsible for them put upon the 
Society's rules which, in enumerating the 
duties imposed on m.embers, gives a conspic-
uous place to the obligation "to avoid all con-
troversy in political subjects.'' Did they mean 
that only those ~opinions which flattered the 
pride of England could be expressed, \vhilst 
those which voiced the highest political aspira-
tions of Ireland and all true Irishmen were to 
be suppressed? That ''avoiding all political 
controversy" meant the unchallenged expression 
of one set of opinions, and that loyalty, patriot-
ism, and nationality, in an assembly of Irish-
men, consisted in glorying in the degradatio·n 
of Ireland and triumph of England over the 
suppression of Irish nationality? Such \vere 
the only opinions which found v~oice at these 
dinners. They were not only un-Irish, but were 
actually anti-Irish. They toasted the extinc-
tion of the Irish Parliament under the head 
''The Union- may St. George, St. Andrew, 
and St. Patrick be never drsunited. '' They 
toasted the Government of Ireland by English 
ministers under the head "His Majesty's Mini-
sters." They toasted the administration of 
Ireland and its affairs by English officials under 
the head' 'The Lord Lieutenant and the Govern-
ment of Ireland.'' The whole spirit of the 
.gathering, in song and speech, proclaimed the 
dependency of Ireland- the absorption of Irish 
nationality by that of England. 
The first year of the Society's \Vork \vas 
eminently useful and successful in carrying out 
the object of its establishment. Relief to the 
value of £250 was distributed amongst the 
poor of the city. i\llbcations from the funds 
were made by the Society at each quarterly 
meeting, and the Committee of Charity, after 
full enquiry into eacl1 case, gave assistance in 
money, clothes, food, or provisions as the needs 
of each applicant seemed to require. It often 
happened that in the fall of the year when the 
ships were returning to England after the season's 
fishery that some of the crew or fishermen \vho 
were left behind, and bein.g unable to pay their 
passages, applied to the Society for money to 
to enable them to do so. Many of these were 
Irishmen, for besides the. grovving trade which 
at that time was carried on bet\veen this 
C·olony and the cities of \\T aterford and Cork, 
in Ireland, many vessels cop1ing out fron1 Eng-
land in the spring of the year spent sotne tin1e 
in one or other of these harbours for the purpose 
of picking up cre\vs and servants for the flsl1ery 
and to put in a stock of provisions for the 
summer. In this way many who came out as 
fishery serYants even in vessels sailing from 
England \Vere Irishmen. Often at tl1e close 
of the season, especially where the fishery had 
been poor, some of these poor fellows, either 
through the heartlessness of their masters or · 
their own carelessness, found themselves left 
behind by their returning ship, \vithout any 
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means of supporting themselves ~uring the 
winter, or of returning to their famtlies. Under 
these circumstances they had to look for help 
to some one. The magistrates often advanced 
portion of their passage home, the balance they 
had to make up themselves, or from the charity 
of their friends. The Benevolent Irish Society 
advanced the amount required by many of tl1ese 
stranded fishermen to make up their passage 
home. Thus,- at the quarterly meeting in 
November, 1807, we find the follo,ving entry in 
the minutes of the Society: ''Four objects 
appeared at the meeting, praying to be sent to 
their nati,-e country (Ireland), viz., Christopher 
Kenny, John l\'lurray, Tobin, and Kane, \vhich 
request \vas agreed to." In the early years of 
the Society charges are made in the Treasurer's 
accounts of varying amounts required to make 
ttp the passage money of some poor fello\v who 
found himself after a hard season's work aban-
doned in St. John's \vithout any means of 
getting home to his family and friends. 
In July, 1807, Bishop O"Donel left the country. 
Tl1e year previous, finding himself worn out by 
the hardships of his difficult mission, he ap-
plied for a coadjutor, and Rev. Fr. Lambert, a 
\\"'"exford man, also a Franciscan, was sent out 
to assist him. He, ho·\vever, soon decided to 
retire from the mission, and Dr. Lambert was 
appointed his successor. The great services 
of Dr. O'Donel to the Benevolent Irish Society 
have already been related. During the year 
\vhich intervened bet\veen the formation of the 
Society and Dr. O'Donel's departure from the 
Colony, he had been an honorary member of 
the Committee of Charit~y. On every a·v·ailable 
occasion he aided the Societv and its officers bv 
.I .; 
his counsel and adYice. The most intimate and 
kindly relations 'Yere maintained throughout 
bet\veen the Society and the Bishop. He con-
stantl.Y recommended it to his congregation, and 
encouraged as many as \vere qualified to enrol 
then1selves as members. His departure was a 
great loss to the Institution. The President, 
Capt. \~linck,vorth Tonge, \vrote to hin1 on the 
e·ve of his departure expressing his own sense 
of obligation to the good Bisl1op and the grati-
tude and esteem of the Society. He says : 
' 'As President of the Beney·olent Irish Society 
the pleasing task de\·olves on me to express t~ 
you the unanimous sentiments of respect and 
esteem tha~ the Societ~y so justly feel for you. 
En1ba:ked In. the reause of humanity, \Ve could 
not fatl meettng \vith your hearty support; th~ 
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respectability of your name, the force of your 
example, and the steady and pious support y·ou 
have given to their infant Institution is the best 
proof that can be offered of the propriety of the 
principles upon which it was founded. vVe 
shall ever look to your name in our records vvith 
pride and pleasure. vVhen memory will retrace 
to us your many virtues, our prayers vvill be 
offered for your health and happiness in this 
world, ahd we rest assured that the blessed re-
ward of a pious and well-spent life awaits you 
in that which is to come." To this letter l)r. 
O'Donel returned the following answer: 
"I have been honoured with your esteemed 
favour, and am greatly indebted to you for the 
very handsome manner in which you conveyed 
sentiments so congenial to a gentlen1an \vho is 
highly esteemed by every n1e111ber, not alone of 
the Society you so worthily preside over, but 
by all discerning people who· have the pleasure 
of your acquaintance. Any little support I 
could ,give y·our Charitable Institution was a 
duty strictly incumbent on me, and I am con-
vinced it will not be discontinued while under 
your benev·olent guidance. I feel happy in 
being a member of a Society that a man of your 
humane disposition has taken such unusual pains 
to establish, and will always deem it an honour 
to have been once associated with the principal 
members thereof. That you may live long for 
the benefit- of the poor and consolation of your 
numerous friends will be, while I breatl1e, the 
fervent prayer and constant wish of your most 
cordial friend and humble servant, 
"JAMES O'Do~EL." 
In the same year Capt. Tonge left the Colony, 
and the office of President fell upon Col. Murray, 
the Vice-President. Previous to the departure 
of the President, an address was prepared and 
presented to him expressing the ·obligations and 
grateful acknowledgments of the Society for 
his zeal in the cause and his humane and 
gentlemanly conduct as President since the 
establishment of the Society. 
The exertions of Bisho·p O'Donel, Capt. 
Tonge, and th.eir asso·ciates had by this time 
placed the Society on a sound and permanent 
fo·oting. It had acquired an acknowledged 
position in the · social life of the city, and its 
benevolence was as ge.neral and effectual as the 
means at its disposal would allow. Its annual 
income from do·nations, quarterly dues, and 
entrance fees from the members amounted to 
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over £2oo per annum, all of whicl1 was dis-
tributed amongst the poor and afflicted of all 
denominations in the city. 
The year 18og was one of unusual hardship 
in St. John's. Great scarcity of food and high 
prices for bread and flour prevailed throughout 
the winter, which entailed great suffering and 
" 
migrating fishing population, but a town of con-
siderable national and commercial importance. 
The better relations which had been 111aintained 
through.out the episcopacy of Dr. O'Donel and 
the governorship of Lord Gambier and Sir 
Erasmus Gower had tended to establish a more 
settled life amongst the inhabitants of the 
I 
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distress upon the poor and famishing population 
of the city. The fact ~as, that St. John 's in popu-
lation and importance had outgro\vn its political 
and commercial conditions. The 1a,, ... and re-
strictions by which it was confined '""ere entirely 
unsuited to its circumstances. I t \V a no longer 
the resting place and base of operation for a 
capital. Both these governors had pointed out 
the growing importance of St. John's to· the 
Imperial authorities. The former urged the 
necessity for some legislative authority in the 
Colony. The latter, who had an experience ·ex-
tending over eighteen years of the Colony and 
its affairs, wrote to the Home Government, 
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stating, ''It is eigl1teen years since I \vas first 
on this station, and the great improvement and 
changes that have taken place in that tin1e 
render it absolutely necessary that tl1e capital 
of tl1is Colony should no longer be cran1ped, 
cabined and confined by la\vs and restrictions 
\vhich at present are entirely unsuited to its 
condition and progress.'' 
{\\"'"hilst these Changes \YCre taking place in the 
condition of the city and Colony, n1any of tl1e 
evils whicl1 had gro\vn out of the systen1 of non-
colonization and n1ercantile n1onopoly still hung 
like a dead \Yeigl1t about the necks of tl1e resi-
dents. 1\ll the g·reat \vealth \Yhich \vas dra\vn 
fron1 the fish eries \Vas tal{cn hon1c, none of it 
--
--
--
sum of one l1undred and t\venty pounds \vas 
distributed in various forms by the Con1rnittee 
of Charity amongst tl1e poor. 
At this time, and throughout the eleven years 
durino- \vhich he presided over the Church in b . 
K e\vfoundland, Rt. Rev. Dr. Lambert main-
tained tl1e san1e intimate relationship with and 
active interest in the affairs of the Society as 
had been taken by Dr. 0 'Donel. He \vas a 
regular attendant at their n1eetings, taking the 
chair each year during the election of officers, 
and g~nerally extending his patronage and in-
fluence to its \Vork. Dr. Lan1bert was conse-
crated at \\rexford, his native to\vn, and came 
to 1\ e\vfoundland in 1806 as \ 7icar-i\postolic of 
---
.__._·-· ~--
The "OLD CHAPEL," ancl "OLD PALACE," St, John's, built by Bishop O'D'Jnel. 
\Vas spent in the Colony. Provisions and sup-
plies \vere imported from Eng·land, the ~\tneri­
cans \vho \Yere holding out cheap bread and 
flour \vere jealously excluded from the n1arket 
by the influence of the merchants, who having 
the exclusive control of the trade feared that 
the i-\n1ericans \Vould diminish their profits. 
This state of depression \vas felt by the Society. 
Its funds shrunk whilst the demands on its be-
ne,Tolence increased. At the anniversary meet-
ing in I8og the President, Col. J\1urray, made a 
special appeal to the members, pointino- out the 
special circumstances of the time and the neces-
sity for a handsome vote for the relief of the 
poor ~uring the ensuing· quarter. ) he result 
\vas h1ghly creditable to the Society. Between 
that date and the quarterly meeting in May a 
Newfoundland under the title of 13ishpp Chitra. 
He was a man of rather delicate h ealth and \vell 
advanced in years when he can1e to N e\vfound-
land. His previous life had been spent as a 
Professor in a Franciscan Colh:gc in \\T exford. 
During his episcopate the "Old Palace" \vas 
built near the ''Old Cl1apel, '' \vhicl1 \vas en-
larged by the addition of the transepts, the old 
building being too small for the increasing con-
gregation. 
During the years 18og-T I, tl1e Society con1-
batted with great success the distress \vhich 
prevailed throughout the city. It was nobly 
supported by voluntary donations from its mem-
bers, who contributed generously to its funds. 
In 181 I, five years had passed since its founda-
tion. During these years the sum of i~ I ,465 
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rphans, removin~ the distressed and \vretc cd 
f(om the Colony to their native homes, relieving 
!he sick and afflicted, and supporting tl1e aged 
and infir111. This money came solely from the 
members of the Society, except a small sum of 
the hands of their merchant or supplier, \vho 
handed the amounts thus left in their hands to 
the Treasurer of the Society. A very usual 
entry found in the accounts of the Treasufer 
during these and subsequent years was ''Sub-
scriptions and donations from servants of J an1es 
~,),,. 
J~t 
DENNIS SHEA, Esq., President I--Iarbor Grace Irish Society, 1906. 
about £ I8, which had been contribllted by 
generous friends. The membership varied from 
about one hundred to -one hundred and t\venty 
in number, and consisted principally of poor 
struggling fishermen, fishery servants, and some 
farmers in the neighbourhood of St. John's. 
Many of these fishery servants left the amount 
of their subscription, and often, if the season 
had been a good one, an additional doi1ation in 
l\1acBraire & Co., £33 2s. Iod." ." i\mount 
received from dealers and servants by Ryan ancl 
Sons, £I 3 Iss. 3d." Entries of a like lzind 
occur from time to time showing receipts fro1n 
other firms, such as Thomas Meagher, Hutton 
McLea & Co., Hunter & Co., Baine J o,hnson 
and Co., Bicl{ley, Angel & Co., and many otl1ers. 
If the Society found itself confronted \:vith any 
emergency which the funds in hand ""'·ere too 
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lirnited to meet, the Bishop or one of his priests 
, rolunteered to preach a charity sermQn at the 
O ld Chapel, after \vhich a collection \Yould be 
taken up for the benefit of the funds _ of the 
Society. For instance, during tl1e severe winter 
of 18og Bishop Lan1bert preached a sermon on 
the 12tl1 of l\Jarch \vhich brought in tl1e sun1 
of £:34 8s. Id. to the treasury of the Society. 
I~"r. E\ver, of Harbor Grace, preached for the 
benefit of the ~ociety in 18I2, and l;r. Bro\vn, 
of l~erryland, in I 8 I 3· 
1-\fter tl1c outbreak of the An1erica11 \var in 
1812, St. John's enjoyed a period of unusual pros-
perit)7. Its defences \Vere repaired and extended. 
Its o·arrison \Vas s tren<Ythened and larrrc and b h ' b 
valuable convoys \Vere frequently arriving fron1 
Canada and Europe. 1"'11ese \vorks put a larg·e 
an1ount of I110l1e)1 in circulation \Vhich arnelio-: 
rated the condition of thrJ poor. 13esides these 
ten1porary advantages, the exclusion of our 
1\n1erican and I~ .. rench rivals fron1 the Bank: 
fisheries, and the ren1oval of the cran1ping re-
strictions \vhich had been in1posed on the trade 
of tl1e Colony, tended to increase the progress 
and prosperity of St. John's. The Society 
shared 1n the general prosperity. The year 
J814, the last of the \var, \vas the most success-
ful year the Society had experienced since its 
foundation. Its collection amounted to over 
£38o, an· increase of £150 over the amount 
collected in I8I I. Kinety-one ne\v me111b~rs 
joined during the year. \\l ith this increased 
prosperity the in1proved condition of the people 
l.essened the nun1ber of applicants for relief to 
such an extent that at the quarterly meetings in 
~1Iay and l\ugust the Chairman of the Con1-
n1ittee of Charity \vas able to report that he l1ad 
a balance of the quarterly vote for charity rr1ade 
at the previous n1eeting still unexpended, \vhilst 
the previous experience of this Committee \vas 
that it had been necessary to ask the Society to 
inden1nify the Con1mittee for amounts expended 
in excess of the sum appropriated. The finances 
of the Society \vcre consequently in a 1nost 
flout·ishing condition. This prosperity continued 
during the year 18I5. It appears fron1 the 
Treasurer's statement for this year that, after 
all applicants for relief had been provided for, 
and a ll obligations of the Society discharged, 
the handsome balance of £495 IJS. 1d. retnained 
unexpended. 
The 1neetings of the Society \vere held durin a-
this t in1e at the Court House, \vhich \Vas hired 
for that purpose. i\fter the first year of the 
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existence of the Society, the large room at the 
London Tavern \Vas found to be too srr1all to 
accon1modate the members. The annual dinners, 
however, contintled to be held there until !814, 
\Vl1e11 the l\1erchants' Hall was used for that 
purpose. 
In 1814 the Benevolent Irish Societv of Con-
' ~ 
ception Bay \Vas established at Harbor Ci·race. 
Encouraged by the success \vhich the St. John's 
Society had obtained,\"'" ery· Rev. ,.fhomas Yore, · 
the parish priest of that district, \vith son1e 
pron1inent Irishmen, determined to establish a 
sin1ilar Institution there. 1"'he sa111e need ex-
isted for some organised system of charity to 
cope \vith tl1e poverty \vhic11 inevitably accon1-
panicd the conditions under which the trade 
and fisheries of the country were conducted. , 
The san1e causes produced similar effects in 
Harbor Grace. Father Yore \vas a man of 
great ability and large experience of the Colony. 
He catne to the country from Ireland in 1789. 
1\fter spending seventeen years in F erryland, 
l1c \Vas transferred to Harbor Grace, vvrhere he 
remained until his death in 1833. He joined 
the St. John's Society shortly after its forma-
tion. He \vas familiar \vith its constitution 
and \vorking. The Conception Bay Society 
\Vas established on the same basis and adopted 
the rules of the older establisl1n1ent in Saint 
John's. From this time for\vard the two socie-
ties have maintained close relationship, fre-
quently co-operating with each other to promote 
their common object-Charity. The Concep-
tion Bay Society did much to r elieve the dis-
tresses of the poor and disabled in that large 
section of the country. The Society~ has alv.rays 
been true to the principles upon which it \vas .. 
founded, and though its operations are not as 
extensive as those of its sister society in Saint 
J o·hn's, it does a useful work. 
v\Then the American \Var ended, and trade 
returned to its ordinary conditions, a great 
depression took place in the condition of St. 
John's. The competition of the An1ericans, 
French, and Norwegians brought down the 
price of fish, and destroyed the large profits 
\Vhich during the previous years had been de-
rived from the trade and industry of the Colony. 
The merchants curtailed their importations of 
provisions and limited their supplies to the 
planters and fishermen. Thus the price of fish 
was low, whilst the cost of provisions was high. 
These conditions prevailed throughout the years 
I816-17-I8~ and made these years memorable 
in the history of the Colony for the trials and 
hardships which the inhabitants had to endure. 
The trials of the people were not, however, con-
fined to those \vhich arose from a depression of 
trade and bad fisheries. In the \vinter of 18r6, 
during the hardest month of the year, the greater 
portion of St. John's was destroyed by fire. On 
the I sth of February of that year a fire broke out 
in the centre of the town, which, fanned by a 
south-east gale, soon spread in all directions. 
The narrow streets and huddled \vooden build-
ings rendered all efforts to stay its ravages un-
availing. Over r,soo people \vere rendered 
homeless in the middle of the winter. Shelter 
had to be found on board the shipping and by 
crowding into the few remaining houses. For-
tunately the larger stores and warehouses were 
not destroyed, thus a considerable supply of 
provisions was preserved, otherwise the popula-
tion had been reduced to a state of actual star-
vation. Every effort to alleviate the condition 
of the sufferers was made by the principal in-
habitants of the town. Measures of relief \vere 
' 
taken at a ~general meeting of citizens held in 
the Court House on the 2oth of the month, and 
large subscriptions were contributed by those 
who could afford them, and generous help can1e 
in from the neighbouring Coloni~s and fron1 
Boston. 
During the year 1817 the operations of the 
fisheries \vere not carried on by the merchants 
as extensively as during the previous year. As 
a consequence when the people found themselves 
confronted with the winter their condition had 
not improved. The greatest poverty prevailed 
throughout the town. There was a shortage 
of provisions, an·d what supplies were at hand 
were very far beyond the means of the great bulk 
of the people. Matters were in this condition 
when, on the 7th of l\ oYember, another fire 
broke out in St. John's, and destroyed the 
greater part of the to\vn, and a repetition of 
the scenes of r8r6 were enacted. A fortnight 
later ~a second fire occurred, which burnt a 
large area, and threatened the r emaining por-
tions of the town with total destruction. It is 
estimated that at least r,7oo people were ren-
dered homeless by these t\vo fires, and to add 
to the terrible condition, most of the provisjons 
which had been stored for the \\linter \vere de-
stroyed. A temporary embargo was placed on 
all shipping in the harbour, preparatory to esti-
mating the resources of the town to ward off 
famine during the winter. A winter of severe 
trials and great want ensued. Nluch restless-
ness amongst the people resulted from the state 
of starvation to \vhich they were reduced. The 
authorities had in some instances to resort to 
stringent measures to prevent the starving 
population from breaking open stores and the 
seizing of vessels arriving with provisions. 
The distress was universaL In most cases 
the inhabitants had not the commonest neces-
saries of life. All these hardships were aggra-
vated by the intense severity of the weather. 
'I'he winter was one of the hardest in the annals 
of the Colony. The frost was so intense and 
continuous that it is still spoken of as the'' Hard 
\\Tinter of r8r8." It is wonderful how under 
these accumulated misfortunes the population 
survived until the opening of navigation in the 
spring, when assistance could be brought in 
from Europe and America, and the usual sum-
mer's fishery commenced. 
During these years of difficulty and trial the 
Benevolent Irish Society made heroic efforts to 
combat the prevailing distress. A few days 
after the fire of February 12th, r8r6, the anni-
versary meeting of the Society was held. '"fhe 
condition of the town and the best means of 
rendering assistance were discussed. The 
necessity of acting judiciously and prudently, if 
the resources at the command of the Society \vere 
to be distributed in the most useful and effec-
tive manner, was recognized by all the n1embers. 
A sum of £rso was voted to theCommittee of 
Cr.arity to meet immediate demands. It was 
thought desirable that as the magistrates and 
public authorities had decided to adopt measures 
of assistance, the wisest course for the Society 
to pursue was to hold its funds in reserve for 
emergencies. In order to carry this intention 
into effect the following resolution was carried : 
"That no part of the funds shall be voted or 
appropriated for the present to the general sub-
scription in hand for the relief of sufferers by 
the fire; but that as some of the me1nbers be-
long to the General Committee appointed for 
the purpose, they may, at a future time, from 
their knowledge of the wants of the people, 
recommend a tneasure of the kind. Their repre-
sentation is to be attended to, and as much of 
the funds then voted for the occasion as a 
special meeting may deem expedient.'' Many 
members had been amongst the victims of the 
recent fire. It \vas therefore deemed expedient 
to avail of the power conferred upon the So-
ciety by its rules to lend money to members at 
') 2J 
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interest whenever a m.ajority of the n1embers 
deemed it neoessary to do so·. In order to 
place the funds in the hands of the Treasurer 
at the disposal of the members under the 
authority thus given, a resolution was adopted : 
"That a sum not exceeding five hundred pounds 
should be ready' to be lent to the. members who 
have suff·ered by the late fire, to enable them 
to build houses or to get forward with their 
business, upon good and sufficient security 
being given for the payment of the same \vith 
interest. The time for r·epayment, together 
with every other arrangement touching the 
business, to be under the management of the 
Pr~esident, Vice-President, and 1"'reasurer. '' 
No members ho\vever appear to have taken 
advantage of the opportunity thus held out to 
th·em by· the Society to repair their loss from 
the late fire, and owing to the effective n1easures 
taken by the public committees no further de-
mand was made on the funds of the Society 
for the purposes of g·eneral charity beyond the 
£150 voted at the annual meeting. On the 
other hand, the generosity of the members and 
the extent of their contributions to the Society 
at this time of universal distress was phe-
nomenal. Between the 17th of February, the 
day on which the anniversary meeting \vas held 
and St. Patrick's Day (March 17th) the enor-
mous sum of £336 3s. 1d. was contributed to 
the funds in quarterly' dues, and chiefly in 
voluntary donations. 
The Society, therefore, at the close of the 
winter, when all danger of extraordinary dis-
tr·ess had passed away and the people \vere 
preparing for the summer's fish ery, found itself 
with a large accumulation of money in the 
hands of the Treasurer. At the quarterly meet- _ 
ing in May the propriety of investing these 
funds in some permanent security for the benefit 
of the Society's Charity, in the words of the 
energetic and competent President, ''to pro-
vide a keystone to the arch that supports it,'' 
was taken into consideration. It was unani-
mously resolved : ''That the balance now in the 
hands of the Treasurer be pl~ced at interest 
forthwith on the _most unquestionable security, 
and that the President, Treasurer, and Second 
Assistant be appointed as trustees to carry the 
sam·e into effect on account of the funds of the 
Society." Th·e President, Treasurer, and 
Second Assistant thus appointed trustees for 
the surplus m·oney of the Society were respect-
ively James MacBraire, Thomas lVIeagher, and 
r'a trick Morris. . 
In compliance with. the above resolution, 
the trustees entered into correspondence with 
l\1essrs. Hart, Garland & Robertson, of l..~on­
don, with a view to securing a permanent in-
vestment for the trust money. It was decided 
to invest the sum of £6oo sterling in three per 
cent. consols. This sum was accordingly re-
mitted to· Messrs. Hart, Garland & Robertson 
under cover of the follo,ving letter : 
"St. John's, 28th July, 1816. 
GEXTLEMEX, 
. You will receive enclosed retnittance for six 
hundred pounds sterling, wl1ich please to in-
vest in the 3% Consols, in our names as a com-
mittee chosen by the Benevolent Irish Society 
of this town. Gentlemen, your most obedient, 
J. l\ifacBRAIRE ) 
THOMAS MEAGI-IER {Comrnitlee. 
PATHICK MoRRIS J 
To Messrs. Hart, Garland· & Robertson, 
London.'' 
This remittance formed, as we shall see, the 
nucleus of a funded amount which gradually 
accumulated, and which, in later years, was 
available to the Society at a time when it de-
cided to expand its sphere of usefulness and 
to enter on a new fi eld of benevolence by pro-
viding schools for the people of St. John's. 
It was during the severe winter of 1816 that 
the late President, Col. Murray, at that time 
Governor of D emerara, hearing of the dis-
tress which afflicted the town of St. John's, and 
remembering the care and prudence with \vhich 
the Benevolent Irish Society was in the habit 
of administering its funds, sent forward the 
two large subscriptions which have already 
been referred to, amounting in all to £397, but 
none of this money had reached the hands of 
the Society at the time the above investment 
was made through Messrs. Hart, Garland and 
Robertson. 
Until the autumn of 1816 the charity of the 
S·ociety had been chiefly distributed in money. 
This system of relief was found to b e too great 
a temptation to extravagance and imposition. 
It was decided at the quarterly meetina in 
November that in future assistance should be 
given in food, not money. ''That potatoes 
and fish be issued to the poor in future, in-
stead of money, under the direction of the 
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undern1entioned gentlen1en, who would please 
attend to the delivery every Sunday n1orning at 
n ine o'clock at the stores of tl1e I) resident.'' 
i\ comn1ittee of one officer and t\vo members 
\Vas then appointed for every successive Sun-
day during the quarter, to attend to the dis-
tribution of proYisions fron1 the stores of tl1e 
President, J. l\1acBraire, \vhich he generously 
placed at the disposal of the Society for that 
purpose and for the purpose of \varel1ousing 
its stock of provisions. 
K o greater evidence of the generous and 
humane ~pirit \vhich anin1ated tl1e officers and 
members of the Societv could be furnished tl1an 
.,/ 
the regularity and self-sacrifice \vi tl1 \vl1ich the 
committees attended to this duty. It must be 
ren1en1bered that they \vere composed of men 
\vho had spent a hard 'veek's \vork at their 
different businesses. Still, they \villingly gave 
up the leisure \Vh~ch th.ey had so justly ear~1ed 
after their \veek's toil to this \vork of humanity. 
It often happened that hundreds of objects of 
charity presented themselves at the stores on 
Sunday morning. The time and patience re-
quired to apportion tl1e relief amongst these 
cases according to their relative merit \vas no 
small undertaking, involving as it did an ex-
amination of each case, measuring and pack-
ing the stock given to each, &c. Frequently 
the \vhole Sunday forenoon \Vas given up by 
the committee to this work. 
The \vinter of 1817 was one of great dis-
tress. The to\vn had but recovered from the 
effects of the late fire, and a poor fishery 
during the preceding summer had intensified 
the misery of the condition of the people. l\_ 
special meeting \vas called in January to t a k e 
the condit ion of the people into consideration. 
A further ·vote of provisions was made, and 
the committees having charge of the distribu-
tion \vere enlarged. This meeting \v-as held at 
the "Cro\vn and Anchor," as the Court House 
was in constant use for charitable and other 
purposes. Henceforth the meetings were held 
at the "Cro\vn and Anchor" and at the "Globe" 
Tavern, and in order -that the members n1ight 
g ive their und1vided attention to the business 
of the Society , it was resolved : ''That in 
future all meetin.g s of the Society shall be held 
at the 'Cro\vn and Anchor' Hotel, but tl1at no 
member on any account be allowed to eat or 
d rink during the time of the Society's trans-
acting business.'' 
3I 
At the Anniversary Meeting· in 1~-- ebruary, 
1817, the !)resident, James l\lacBraire, made 
lznO\\~n to the Society his intention to retire, 
as he \vas about to leave the country, and in 
future live in Scotland. MacBraire was the 
most energetic of the founders of the Institu-
tion. He had been an officer s ince its estab-
lishn1ent, and for eight years he had filled the 
office of President. The Vice-President, Mr. 
Henry Shea, on behalf of the Society, paid a 
high tribute to the \vorth of the President, 
and the great obligations under \vhich the So-
ciety \vere to him for the paternal care and 
solicitude \vhich he had since the comn1ence-
ment of the Institution at all times and upon 
all occasions manifested for its welfare and 
prosperity. It was then unanimously resolved : 
''That the thanks and gratitude of the Society-
are justly due and are hereby· given to our 
worthy President, James MacBraire, I~ sq., for 
his cheerful acquiescence to· the wishes of tl1is 
meeting in recalling his resignation and ac-
ceding to the unanimous wishes of the mem-
bers to retain the office of President at hon1e 
and abroad1• " J. MacBraire was then cl1osen 
President by the hearty acclamations of all the 
members, notwithstanding his intended depar-
ture. This was ~ unique hono·ur, but his ser-
vices had b~een extraordinary. It was tl1rough 
his judicious management that the Society had 
passed safely over its early years of trial, and 
r eached the high state of efficiency it now 
occupied. 
As the \vinter progressed tl1e misery, of the 
people increased. Many volunteer charitable 
funds were formed. In March the outlook was 
so threatening that the magistrates decided to 
take stock of the supplies in the city available 
for the purpose of charity. On the 12th of 
that month ·the President received the following 
letter from the magistrates : 
"St. John's, March 12th, 1817. 
SIR, 
From the nature of Major King's communi-
cation to Captain Buchan, and for\varded by 
him to us ·On the subject of the present un-
happy state of the lower orders of this to\vn, 
we have to request that you will l1ave the 
goodness to furnish us with an exact account 
of the state of your funds and the quantity of 
each species of provisions in your care for the 
purpose of general charity. '\Ve are induced 
to n1ake this ~eqvest that we may the better 
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judge of the means for providing against the 
increasing misery. ' '' 
This letter is signed by John B ro·om, J.P. ; 
J as. Blackie, J.P. ; J. l\IacBraire, J.P. ; Peter 
Macarter, J.P.; and A. H. Brooking, J.P., and 
is addressed to James MacBraire, Esq., Presi-
dent of the Benevolent Irisl1 Society. The 
President's reply informs the magistrates "that 
there is a disposable fund of one hundred and 
ten barrels of potatoes, one hundred pounds in 
the Treasurer's hands, and fifty quintals of 
fish in store, the whole intended for the pur-
pose of general charity. '' 
The exertions of the Society to lessen the 
misery of the people during the previous year 
earned the adtniration and gratitude of the 
public. The Surrogate, David Buchan, Esq., 
then the chief executive officer in the Colony, 
only expressed the general sense of obligation 
when he \vrote, in a letter addressed to !_)resi-
dent l\1acBraire, under date April I 5, 1817: 
''Permit me to offer to you and the members 
of the Benevolent Irish Society my most heart-
felt thanks for the philanthropy manifested by 
them at so affecting a period, hitherto unex-
ampled, and \vhich it is devoutly to be \vished 
never \vill again visit the unfortunate inhabi-
tants of this island.'' 
It \vas a part of President l\Iac13raire's plans 
from the very commencement of the Society 
that, \vhenever the funds of the Society \vould 
pertnit, any surplus revenue \vhich retnained 
after the demands of the moment had been 
satisfied should be placed as a permanent in-
v estment, in order to safeguard the Society 
against future contingencies, and to furnish it 
\Vith a fixed income which \Votlld not be liable 
to fluctuate with the circumstances of the time. 
It \vas with this idea that he had conferred on 
the Society by its Constitution the po\ver to 
invest its surplus income, and \vhich made him 
avail of that power to invest that six l1undred 
pounds in 1816. Therefore \vhen the second 
donation of Col. Murray from Demerara arrived 
early in the spring of 1817, it is not surprising 
to find him advocating an addition to the funded 
assets of the Society. Col. Murray's dona-
tion amounted to £297 3s. 2d. To make up a 
total of £I ,ooo, the President made up the 
required amount in one donation from himself, 
which he handed in at the quarterly meeting in 
l\1ay, 1817. The sum of £4oo was handed 
over to the trustees who had been appointed in 
1816, and by them remitted to Messrs. Hart, 
Garland & Robertson for investment. 
President MacBraire left the Colony on the 
14th July, 1817. Prior to his departure he was 
presented with an address and handsotne piece 
of plate by the members of the Society, "as 
a small testimony of their sense of your worth 
and their gratitude for your exertions in the 
cause of suffering humanity." 
Addressing him the members said : '' I11 times 
of public calamity1 and distress you, Sir, had 
a task the most difficult to perform, namely, 
to preside over an infant Institution, \vhich, 
under the influence of your paternal care, has 
risen to its present height in the rank of chari-
table societies; and through your unceasing 
exertions its funds have increased beyond what 
our most" sanguine hope could have expected. 
Upon all occasions \Ve have found you at the 
post to \vhich your countryn1en had called you, 
and \vhich_ your philanthropy had led you to 
accept; and for these services the gratitude of 
this Institution and the prayers of the poor are 
your greatest and best reward. '' 
He was continued in the office of President 
of the Society, though resident in Scotland, for 
a period of six years after his departure, until 
he resigned that office at the annual meeting 
of 1823. The Society had been in existence for 
a p eriod of eleven y~ears, during the greater 
part of \vhich Mr. MacBraire had been Presi-
dent. During that time the sum of three 
thousand seven hundred pounds sterling had 
been distributed in various \vays an1ongst the 
poor.. And a reserve of a thousand pounds had 
accumulated in the permanent investn1ent of 
the Institution, beside a balance of ahout 
ninety pounds remaining in the hands of the 
Treasurer to the credit of the current account~ 
These figures will give son1e idea of the gene-
rosity of the members and the usefulness of 
the Society, but the self-sacrifice and beneYo-
lence of the members cannot be measured in 
figures but are knOW!). only to the All-merciful 
Providence. The following winter, that of 
1817-I8, was one of the hardest in the history 
of the Society. The terrible consequence of 
the fires of November 7th and 2 I st left the 
greater part of th·e people, including very many 
members of the Society, homeless and in a state 
of utter destitution. Notwithstanding the diffi-
culties of the members and the increased de-
mands on the Institution, much hardship and 
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suffering was averted by the relief given out 
by the Committee of Charity. It is a matter 
of regret that no particulars of tl1e Society's 
,vork during this terrible season can be given, 
the records of the time having been mislaid or 
destroyed. 
He returned to Ireland in I794, and spent the 
time between that and his first coming to, New-
foundland, in I8I2, at \Vexford, teaching and 
doing missionary work. He can1e to N e\v-
foundland witl1 Bishop Lambert in I8I2. He 
continued on the mission here until I8IS, \vhen 
RT. H.EV. BISHOP ScALL.\.N, 0. S. F., 'fh:rd Bishop of St. John's. 
It has already been stated that the Rigl1t 
l{ev. Dr. Lambert left Ne~~foundland in I8I7. 
He had been a close friend of the Society and 
its principal adviser in times of trial and diffi-
culty. He \vas succeeded in the episcopacy by 
Fr. Thomas Scallan, who, like Bishop Lambert, 
was a Wexford man and a Franciscan. The 
early years of his priesthood he spent in Italy. 
c 
he \vas appointed Bishop of Drago in partibus. 
In I8I6 he was nominated coadjutor to Bishop 
Lambert, and on the latter resigning· in I817 
\vas appointed his successor as Vicar-1\.postolic. 
of Newfoundland. Dr. Scallan, both as priest 
and Bishop, took a like interest to that \vhich 
his predecessors had taken in the Society. By 
his kindly manner he became popular with all 
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classes and creeds in the city. All his influence in a country the interior of which affords them 
and experience he placed at the disposal of the no succour. It is not, I trust, presumptuous 
officers and members. His shre\vd and cautious to say that the finger of Providence has directed 
mind \vas frequently of great value in shaping the course ·of, and has afforded support to, our 
the plans and undertakings of the Society. Society, not only in overcoming the difficulties 
He contributed handsomely from time to time it had to encounter, but in exalting it to the 
to the funds, and in emergen·cies either he or dignified rank which it a,t present assumes 
·one of the priests kept up the practice of aug- amongst other charitable institutions. . . In 
menting the funds by collections taken up after arranging my worldly affairs I have left a small 
charity sermons. On the records of the Society donation to the Benevolent Irish Society, which, 
at each annual meeting a resolution is entered : in the event of my death, shall be regularly 
''That the thanks of the Society are justly due paid. I have strongly impressed in tl1e mind 
and are hereby given to the Right Rev. Dr. of my son and nephews the duty they have to 
Scallan for l1is countenance and support and perform by affording support to that body." 
his unremitting attention to the welfare of the It had been tlie custom ·of the Society for 
Institution.'' some years back to give a member going abroad 
In 1823 the Venerable Founder and President a certificate of membership, provided l1e was 
of the Society retired from the office. of Presi- in good standing in the Society and had con-
dent, and was succeeded by l\1r. Patrick lYiorris. ducted himself becomingly. ?In tl1is letter rvir. 
In the previous May Mr. MacBraire \vrote to MacBraire instances the case of a Mr. Kenny 
th'e Vice-President, Mr. Henry Shea, express- who· on the strength of the certificate obtained 
ing his grateful acknowledgments for the con- a lucrative position in Dublin. He proceeds : 
tinued confidence of the members. As this ''It is not, I believe, fully understood, what 
letter is written by one who has been the lead- v dvantages in various ways any of y·our 111en1-
ing spirit of the Institution since its first estab- ~ hers who conduct themselves with propriety 
lishment, and is instinctive of the work of the may derive from having in their possession a 
Society and the honourable and respected posi- certificate from the Benevolent Irish Society of 
tion it occupied in the mind and ·esteem of the St. John's, the Society being held in the highest 
public, the following extract from it will be of estimation on this side of the Atlantic.;f 
interest: ''I never can cease in being zealous At the annual meeting in 1823 many important 
in the affairs of an Institution I was instru- changes took place amongst the officers of the 
mental in framing-that has been borne through Society. Mr. MacBraire retired from the office 
unprecedented difficulties by the ardour, the of President, and Mr. Henry Shea from that 
truly benevolent and patriotic disposition of its of Vice-President. The former was succeeded 
members, and that has under your (Mr. by Mr. Patrick Morris, the latter by Mr. J ol1n 
Shea's) prudent and· judicious management Ryan. The resignat1o·n of Messrs. l\facBraire 
raised itself to· public admiration and silenced and Shea were a great loss to· the Society. 
the voice even ·of those who were amongst the Both these gentlemen had been prominent 
fo·remost in pouring out abuse on it at one time, amongst the founders of the Institution in 18o6, 
but who are now, I am happy{ to observe, and both had been officers fron1 that date until 
amongst the number who sound your praise their retirement in 1823. The gratitude of the 
and extol th'e benefits derived from the Insti- members for the services of Mr. lVlacBraire 
tution. I frequently read with heartfelt satis- had been expressed when he left the country 
faction the proceedings you send mean account in 1817, and on his retirement an address was 
of, and I am perfectly satisfied that nothing sent him further conveying to hitn the sense of 
can exceed the management and fostering care loss which the Society experienced by the with-
of you and1 yo~ur ~officers .and members, aided drawal of his wise direction of its affairs. Mr. 
by that pious, charitable, and good divine, Dr. Henry Shea had been Secretary during the first 
Scallan, a.nd the assisting clergy. You have four years of the Society's existence, and after-
to boast of your Society being a model of pure wards h'eld the office of Vice-President until 
benevolence and charity, sustained under tl1e 1823. During all that time he was a n1ost 
pressure of great distress, and administering zealo·us and active officer- ever taking a lead-
relief to· a number of suffering fellow-creatures ing part in the conduct of the affairs of the 
separated from their friends and relatives, and Society. After the departure of :f\!Ir. l\iac-
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Braire he, though nominally occupying the 
111inor position of \Tice-I)resident, \vas in reality 
the responsible head and !)resident of the So-
ciety. He \vas presented by the n1en1bers \vitl1 
a piece of silYer plate, having an appropriate 
inscription and a suitable device eng·raved 
thereon, and an address expressing th'e est.oen1 
and gratitude of the Society and its n1en1bers~ 
No t\vo nan1cs an1ongst the \vhole roll of dis-
tinguished n1cn· \vho l1ave during the past cen-
tury occupied the various offices of the Society 
./ " . . 
-
• 
a younrr n1an \vho had already taken a protni-
.. b 
nent part in the life of the Colony, \vas one 
of the <rreatest and tnost gifted public men that 
N C\vfo~ndland has produced. He carried on 
a large and prosperous business bet\veen this 
Colony and \~T aterford, in Ireland. H~ \vas 
the <rreat chan1pion through \vhose exertions a 
fe\v ~ears later i\ e\vfoundland acquired a Legis-
latu~c. 1\s l">resident of the Benevolent Irisl1 
Society, a post \vhich he occupied for many 
years, he introduced n1any changes, the n1ost 
lioN. PATRICK 1IORRIS, 
l·~ifteen years President BeneYolent Irish Society. 
arc deserving of n1ore g·ratitude and estcctn 
than those of J an1es ~IacBraire and Henry 
Shea. 1"'he)' \Vere tl1c · chief executive officers 
during the n1ost trying period of the Society's 
history, at a tin1e \vhen it had to prove its 
usefulness \vithout any of the prestig·e \vhich 
a long and honourable career aftcr\vards earned 
for it; \vhen it had to face the sneers and de-
tractions of those \vho could not appreciate the 
self-sacrificing exertions of tnen \vho · \vorked 
for the general g·ood of the con1n1unity. 
The ne\:v President, lVIr. Patrick l\1orris, then 
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in1portant of 'vhicl1 \vas tl1c directing of the 
efforts of the Society to the educatio-n of the 
children of the poor. It \Vould seem frotn the 
direction in \Yhich he strove from the beginning 
of his presidency to employ the energies of the 
Society that he \vas a firm believer in trying 
rather to prevent distress by encouraging indus-
try and training tl1e people to avoid the causes 
of penury and vvant than to alleviate the effects 
by the distribution of alms. 
In the first year of l\forris's presidency, 1823, 
a special meeting was called on May 25tl1 to 
/ 
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consider ''the most effectual means of prevent-
ing distress amongst the labouring classes.'' 
At this meeting it \vas determined to give re-
lief in future only to those \vho through age or 
infirn1ity or through any other cause \vere unfit 
for \vork, but that assistance \Vould be given 
to those \vho showed industry and econon1y in 
their effort to support the1nselves and their 
families. An address \vas issued to the public 
announcing th ~ alteration in the systen1 adopted 
by the Society. It appears f ron1 this docu-
ment that it became a great object of the 
Society to encourage the cultivation of the soil, 
an industry that had been cotnpletely overlooked 
in this country owing to· th e prohibitory la\vs 
\vhich had been enforced for so long a ti1ny 
'fhese restrictions \vere now ren1ovcd, but the 
habit of ignoring the soil and looking to the 
less certain produce of the sea for a livelihood 
had to be overcome, and the people to be 
taught the possibility of uniting both industries 
to their own advantage~ Th ~ Society, irn-
pressed with the desirability of encouraging 
industry, in its address to the public, says : 
"In all matters relative to the relief of the poor 
the g·reat and more in11nediate ain1 ~ ~of every 
charitable society ought to be the prevention 
of distress rather than the relief of th'at distress 
when it has actually arrived. Our endeavours 
for ascertaining· in what manner that object 
might best be attained have led us on to the 
full conviction that a cotnplctc and permanent 
change in the condition of the more distressed 
part of the people could be effected by employ-
ing a large portion of our funds in fostering 
the spirit of improvement which is beg·inning 
to be felt so g enerally, and in encouraging the 
industrious labourer and his fan1ily to look to 
the produce of the soil as a g·reat and certain 
but still secondary resource against beggary 
and \vant. To the cultivation of the ground 
\Ve \Vould have dra\vn only that degree of at-
tention or labour vvhich is strictly compatible 
with, and which might be made subservient to, 
the best interests of the fishery. 41\ctuated by 
these motives, the Benevolent Irish Society 
gives this timely notice, that to those poor 
persons who may have ground fit for cultiva-
tion, or who shall during the present year or 
beginning of the next break it up and prepare 
it for that purpose, the Society \vill stand ready 
next spring to afford the utmost assistance in 
its power. Seed potatoes of the very best de-
scriptions shall be purchased and given gratis 
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to those who may be unable to obtain them 
other\vise. In short, to those \vho shall seen1 
determined to rescue then1selves from poverty 
by honest industry the Society vvill cheerfully 
extend every other aid \vhich it may be in its 
po\ver to besto\vf ' 
As a result of this address and the determi-
nation of the Society to encourage agriculture 
a cotnmittee was appointed in l\Iay, 1824, for 
the purpose of enquiring into the circumstances 
of the applicants, to see the quantity of ground 
they had prepared, and that the assistance 
given was not appropriated to any other. pur-
pose than that intended. 1"'his spring seed 
potatoes vvere distributed to sixty-t\vo farnilies. 
1-\.n1ongst those \vho received this bonus of the 
Society were the proprietors of sotne of the 
very best farms in the vicinity of St. John's 
at the present time; but then, tnost likely, these 
farn1s vvcre broken for the first time under the 
fostering and patriotic action of the Bene\ro-
lent Irish Society. For some years succeeding· 
this date a standing committee of the Society 
had charge of this department of its \vorl(, 
until fin a 11 y1, in I 8 2 g, it \Vas p 1 aced under the 
jurisdiction of the Committee of Charity, and 
thenceforth for many years seed potatoes were 
distributed to n1eritorious farn1ers on the recom-
mendation of members of the Society, particu-
larly to those \vho vvere clearing g·round and 
opening up farrns for the first time. This work 
had pern1ancnt effect, and helped considerably 
in the cultivation of the land surrounding St. 
John's. 
Hercl.oforc t:1c So~icty had devoted its ener-
g·ies and its funds exclusively to the distribu-
tion of charitable relief to the needy and dis-
tressed, and later towards encouraging the 
industrious by affording them judicious assist-
ance in the pursuit of their avocations. 
In 1823 the attention of the Society \vas 
directed to another field in which its philan-
thropic efforts \Vere destined to be even more 
fruitful. r\ sentiment had for some time been 
g·rowing amongst the members of the Institu-
tion that the distribution of alms and charitabl .~ 
relief \vas not the most effective method of 
dealing \vith orphan children in and about the 
city. They realised that the proportion of 
orphans in St. John's was very larg-e, and their 
lives exc=ptionally desolate and neglected. 
'fhis condition \\~as due to the hazardous nature 
of the fishing indus try, the prosecution of '" hich 
claimed so many victin1s each year, through 
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accident and privation; and also owing to tl1e 
tlnsettled state of the population, 'by which 
children on the death of their parents were left 
utterly abandoned and entirely dependent upon 
casual charity. 1---here was little or no public 
provision to alleviate their unhappy condition. 
The conviction forced itself upon the members 
that the establishment of an asylum under proper 
management, in whicl1 these poor little waifs 
would be cared for and protected, \vas a public 
necessity; and as the care of the orphan was 
one of the primary objects of the foundation of 
the Benevolent Irish, Society, thc_t no more 
meritorious \Vork could be undertaken by the 
body than the estalJlishment of such an Institu-
tion. The matter was brougl1t formally before 
the Society at the quarterly meetin~ held on 
August 17th, 1823, by Mr. Timothy I-Iog·an, 
who then proposed : ''That an asyltlm for the 
support and edt1cation of orphan cl1ildren be 
established by the Society~.'' After some dis-
cussio·n, the matter was referred to the con-
sideration of a cotnmittee appointed for that 
purpose. This committee at once ga,re the 
project its closest attention, and decided that 
the plan should first be submitted for the satis-
faction and approbatio~n of His Excellency Sir 
Charles Hamilton, the Governor, who, had the 
previous year been made Patron of the Society. 
On August 23rd a deputation waited on His 
Excellency, submitted the n1easure to him, and 
received his approbation. He promised to give 
the project his support, and to, recommend it 
to the consideration of His Majesty's Govern-
ment. Tl1e day following the visit to tl1e 
Governor, a special meeting of the Society \vas 
convened for the purpose of receiving the Re-
port of the Committee. It was unanimously 
resolved· : "That the Society in their collec-
tive and individual capacities \vill use every 
means in their power to establish an Orpl1an 
Asy~lum for the support and education of orphan 
children, without distinction of country or creed. 
That the sum of £1oo per annum will be appro-
priated by the Society for that object, and that 
the ch'aritably disposed in St. John's and 
througl1out the island and in ~other parts be 
respectfully solicited for subscriptions for the 
same object; that as soon as some progress 
is made .-- in the st1bscriptions an humble me-
morial be presented 'to His Excellency, the 
Patron of the Society, requesting him to recon1-
mend the object to the support of His Majesty's 
Government." A committee was appointed to· 
carry out these resolutions. A stllJscription list 
\Vas opened at the n1eeting, and a su1n ex-
ceeding £340 sterling was sulJscribed by the 
members present. The memorial presented to 
His Excellency in pursuance of the above reso-
lution is instructive of the progress of the So-
ciety and of the sentiments by which it \vas 
actuated in the establishment of the Orphan 
Asylum. It states "That their Benevolent In-
stitution was founded early in the year 18o6, 
since which period upwards of £7 ,oorJ has been 
expended solely for charitable purposes, bounty 
entirely arising from the individual subscriptions 
and donations of the members. Together \vith 
this a funded property has been secured, whicl1 
affords an income of £so per annum for the 
like purpose, and the annual donations and sub-
scriptions of the Society amount to £8oo per 
annum.( 
''That your Excellency's memorialists have 
witnessed with much pain the nt1merous ex-
amples of orphan children being left destitute 
of the means of support in this community; 
and the frequent instances of th'eir becoming 
burdens upon charitable individuals in society, 
as well as tlpon His Majesty's Government, 
the Benevolent Irish Society have in conse-
quence come to unanimous resolution to appr~o­
priate £1oo per anntlm for the support of an 
Orphan Asylum in St. Jo~hn's; and have en-
tered into a list of subscriptions for the pur-
pose of erecting a suitable building. The sum 
already subscribed amounts to £346, and your 
memorialists m·ost earnestly~ solicit a continu-
ance ~of that countenance and support which 
your Excellency has heretofore manifested to-
wards them. They trust, at th'e same time, 
indeed they are confident, your Excellency 
will promote the charitable designs of their So-
ciety by your favourable representation to, His 
Majesty's Government, from whom they trust 
to experience that encouragement and support 
which, in like cases, His Majesty,'s Govern-
ment have so laudably afforded. '' 
In reply to this Memorial, His Excellency, 
who had always taken an active interest in the 
affairs of the Society, promised' to bring the 
matter before Lord Bath'urst, Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, and warmly to recommend the 
project of the Society to· the support of his 
lordship, and to· ''afford all the assistance and 
influence in his power for the support of the 
establishment of the Orphan Asylum proposed 
to be established by the Benev·olent Irish 
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Society." He \Vas shortly after called to Eng·-
land to consult in matters relating to the ad-
ministration of justice in the Colony. Previous 
to his departure, representatives from the Society 
had consulted \vith l1i1n on the possibility of 
procuring- a grant of land on \vhich to erect the 
proposed Asyltun. His Excellency undertook to 
interest himself for that purpose \vith the Imperial 
authorities, \vith \Vhom then rested the discretion 
of disposing of CrO\\Tn Lands in this country. l-Ie 
left for England ·early in Septen1ber, 1823, and 
during the \Yinter he urged upon the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies the laudable \vork of 
the Society, its purely charitable purposes, and 
the g·reat need \vhich existed in St. John's for 
an Orphan _\sylun1 such as that \vhicl1 ~he 
Society proposed to establish. He tnet \vtth 
son1c difficulties, but he never slackened his 
efforts to secure a suitable plot of land for the 
Orphan 1\sylun1. During the President's visit 
to IJondon, in the spring of 1824, the Governor, 
\vho \Vas tl1cn pressing the petition of the So-
ciety on the home authorities, \Vrote to Mr. 
l\1orris as follo\vs : "'i\'ith respect to the land 
for the Orphan Establishment, I gave directions 
to the surveyors to reserve a spot near the Hos-
pital, and I have laid your petition before Lord 
Bathurst, soliciting the aid of Governn1ent from 
the Cro\vn rents; and I see no objections to a 
grant being made to the Benevolent Irish So-
ciety, if such a grant should be thought bene-
ficial, for, as I consider that to be tl1e only 
g·enuine charitable society in the island, I have 
al\vays thought it merited any encouragement 
th'at could be given to it both by individuals 
and the Governmen1t. '' 
It ,.vill be seen from this letter that His 
Excellency \Vas truly attached to the Society, 
and desirous of promoting its interest by every 
n1eans in his power. · Not content with his 
efforts to procure a site for the Orphan Asylum, 
he also solicited an annual allowance from the 
Cro\vn rents towards promoting the work of 
the Society. However zealous Sir Charles 
Hamilton may have been in advocating the 
cause of the Society, no practical results were 
reached before his term of office ended in 1825, 
and his successor was appointed. His work, 
ho\vever, \vas not in vain, for he had so im- · 
pressed upon the Government the deserving 
nature of the Society's work, that when his 
successor, Sir Thomas Cochrane; approached 
them 'on the subject, he h'ad little difficulty in 
obtaining a most suitable site for the Society. 
Sir 1"'hon1as Cochrane arrived in the Colony 
in the month of October, 1825. He immediately 
became th'e Patron of the Society, and re-
mained throughout his residence in the Colony 
the \varnl friend and regular supporter of the 
Ins ti tu tion.· 
In January, 1826, it was decided to bring 
under the notice of the new Governor the posi-
tion of the negotiations in relation to the grant 
of a piece of land for the purpose of an Orphan 
Asylum. Accordingly, a memorial was pre-
sented to him on January 1oth, setting forth 
the resolve of the Society to establish the 
Orphan Asylum, the obligations under which 
the Society lay towar~s the public to cotnplete 
the undertaking, the measures taken by his 
predecessor to procure a site for the Asylum 
and other assistance from the Government, the 
delay which had been occasioned by the pro-
longed absence of Sir Charles Hamilton, and 
the subsequent change in the Governor, and 
the consequent need of pressing the worl{ to a 
conclusion. 
The President, Mr. Morris, and the Rt. Rev. 
Dr. Scallan waited on His Excellencv with the 
_, 
memorial. He professed the highest admira-
tion of the principles and plan upon which the 
contemplated establishment was proposed to be 
conducted, but he did not see his way to 
comply with the promises ·Of Sir C. Hamilton 
to give pecuniary aid from~ the Cro·wn rents, 
which he considered were already overburdened. 
He, however, promised· his private support. 
The matter, ho·wever, was not allowed to 
rest here. Mr. Morris felt that the establish·-
ment of an Asylum was necessary, and th'atthe 
Body was committed to the project. l-Ie felt 
also that it "'Tould be impossible to make any 
progress until a piece of ground was secured. 
Previous to the Society's annual meeting of the 
same year, he wrote to the Governor, putting 
the matter formally before him. To this letter 
he received a reply from the Governor's Secre-
tary, in which h'e says : ''Although His Excel-
lency has not at present authority to mak:e the 
grant, that when he shall possess it (which 
must be ere long), he will be most hllppy to 
meet your wishes in any way that y~ott shall 
point out in which h'e can promote the interests 
of your Society." He became a contributor 
for £7 7s. per annum, and the Secretary, Mr. 
E. B. Brenton, for £2 2s. per annum. 
The Governor immediately co,mmenced corre-
spondence with the Government with' a view to 
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securing a suitable piece of land for the Society's 
Orphan 1\sylun1. It was not, ho~vever, until 
June, 1826, that final pertnission \vas g4 ivcn to 
n1ake the desired grant. \\1 riting to the !)resi-
d ent, under date June 26th, Mr. Brenton, Sec-
retary to the Governor, says : "In reply to 
your letter of the 14th inst., respecting a piece 
of ground for the erection of a school for the 
B. I. Society, I have received the directions of 
His Excellency the Governor to acquaint you 
that he is \villing to accede to your request of 
granting to the Society for the above purpose 
the unoccupied ground on the rig·ht side of the 
road to Fort To\vnshend, agreeably to a plan 
of the same made by the Crown Surveyor, pro-
vided the Society will agree to enclose the 
ground with an ornamental fence, such as l\lajor 
Greene has erected in front of his house." 
The erection of the Orphan Asylum had been 
delayed for nearl~r three years, pending the 
result of the negotiations for a piece of land, 
of \V hich negotiation this letter of l\Ir. Brento11 's 
was the completion. The Society had no\v 
secured a very eligible site for the ... ;\sylun1, and 
had lost no ti1ne in getting the \vork of build-
ing started. The legal evidence of title, the 
grant from the Crown, \vas not issued for so111e 
time, but subsequently in the year 1827 it \vas 
made in the names of l\Iessrs. l\Iorris, Hog-
sett, and Doyle-the President, \ ·Ticc -Presi-
dent, and First Assistant Vice-President resp~c­
tively, and their successors in office, in tru st 
for the benefit of the Society. 
Although the erection of the Orphan Asylu m 
had been delayed pendinR these n egotia t io11s, 
the execution of the resolution of Allgttst, 
1823, had not been postponed. l\Iuch h a d b een 
done in the meantime to give practica l effec t 
to the spirit of that resolution. l\Iuch ti 1ne 
\vas necessarily spent in discussing the extent 
and limits of the proposed undertaking·, in de-
vising \vays and means, and in laying the foltn-
dation of the Institution in a solid and pe rmanent 
m~nner. 
It has already been stated tha t a t the Qtlar ... 
~ ~ 
terly meeting in August, r823, th e sttm of 
£~346 was voluntarily subscribed by the. m c1n-
bers who had already pledged them s e},res to 
establish an Orphan Asylum for the support 
and education of orphan children. Funds 
rapidly catne into the treasury of the So~i~ ty. 
All classes and denominations of citizens, r e-
cognizing the great necessity for s uch a n 
Institution, and grateful to the S ociety fo r it s 
charitable and patriotic resolution, subscribed 
g·enerously and other\vise helped to aug·ment 
the resources deYoted by the Society to the 
undertaking. Rev. l 1'redcrick Carring·ton, at 
that time and for n1any years rector of the 
Church of England in St. John's, and Rev. 
l\Ir. Burgess, preached charity sermons, \vhich 
realised the sum of £~74, \vhich tl1ey donated 
to the Asylum Fund of the Society. A benefit 
play \vas performed under the auspices of tl1e 
managers of the Amateur Theatre. The officers 
and cre\v of H. ~1. S. ''Grasshopper,'' at that 
time stationed in St. John's, in cominand of 
Capt. Geo. Alpin, the officers and soldiers of the 
Royal \Teteran Battalion, and the officers and 
n1en of tl:e Royal .. ;\rtillery, carne for\\·ard \Y'ith 
subscriptio·ns, volttntarily ter:.dered, an1ounting 
t o £34 10s. sterling; and the)' contril)uted 
further amounts })y sending 1nen in to the 
country to cut \\"·ood and haul it into the to-vvn, 
\Y'11ere it \Yas sold and the proceeds handed 
oYer for the benefit of the ne\v Institution. 
During th e \vinter of r 824-5 the sttm of £:7 2 
I 2s. 7d. \vas rea lised in this tnanner. The 
public indiYidttally also subscribed liberally to 
the pr-oject/ 
l\Iean\vJ1ile the S ocie ty \\·as giving its be st 
attention to the natttre and extent of tl1e pro-
posed Institut ion. A co1nmittee 'vas appo inted 
in N oYen1be r, r824, to dra \v up a prospectus for 
the Orphan Asylun1. At the .. L\.nni,rersary ~1eet­
ing o n Februa ry· 17th, r82,5, the President, 1vlr. 
P atrick l\Iorris , brought tl1e matter before the 
So<:iety. ~t\fter expla ining the causes of delay, 
h e \\~ent o n t o state the principles upo n \Yhich 
the ne\v Institution 'vould be conducted. ''The v 
.. 
\Ycre, briefly , those b;T \vl1icl1 the Bene,~olent 
Irish Soc ietv h ad been t1niforn1lY d irec ted s ince its 
, ~ 
fo rm ation, a nd he h ad no doubt, if t h e satn e plans 
,yere follo \Yed, the s a m e fortttnate results tnight 
l)e confi dently anticipated . A portio n o f tl1e 
fu n ds o f tl1e So ciety could n ot be mor e la ud ably 
used tha n in p ro,·iding a H om e for tb ~ d esti-
tute orphan ~ btt t , in h is op inio n, it s eetn ed 
qttite p ractic al)le to c ombin e tha t of) ject \vith 
ar1othe r , \vh ich ''" as e qtta lly, if no t m ore, im-
portant, 11an1e l.Y, the esta b lis l1n1ent of a sch ool 
fro n1 \Yhich the o rp ha ns themselYes, a s , ,·e ll as 
otl1ers in n ee d of i t , n1ight d eri,·e t h e ad\·an-
t ages o f e ducatio n. ' ' H e consid ered the fund s 
of the Soc iety s ttffic ientl;r p rospe r otts to 
\va r rant <:n l i n11n ed iate co n1m enc en1e nt o f t he 
p ropo e d "" s;~lu tn . 
T h e e ffect of this addr ess o f the Pres ide t11 t, 
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\Vhose contagious energy spread throug·l1out 
the n1en1bers, \vas the adoption of a resolution 
4 
• '"fhat the Society do in1n1ediatelv tak:c ten 
., 
orpha11 children \vho shall be entirely proYided 
for at its expense until the ... ~sylun1 be in a state 
fit to receiv2 then1, and that t\venty other 
children be fullv clothed fro·n1 the funds of the 
. 
S . '' ... octetv. 
The \visdom, ho,,~ever, of uniting a school 
\vith the Orphan 1\sylun1 did not go unchal-
leng·ed. Son1e n1en1bcrs, including the \ ... ice-
I)resident, Lieut. -Col. Healy, considered there 
\Vere schools enough for the \Vants of the con1-
n1unity, and that the one \Yhich the Society 
intended to establish and connect \vith the 
Orphan 1\sylun1 \Yould, under such circum-
stances, be looked on \vith suspicion and dis-
trust. l;urthcr, it \vas thoug·ht to be little 
short of a perversion of the funds fron1 the 
purposes to \Yhich they \Vere dedicated by the 
Constitution, n::u11ely, the relief of the poor. 
1~hc President replied to these criticisms, point-
ing to the resolution passed in 1\ugust, 1823, 
and to that passed at the last quarterly meet-
ing, as sho,ving the deliberate opinion of the 
Societv that a scho·ol should be connected \vith 
. 
the Orphan Asylum. He also said that the 
present schools were insufficient for the needs 
of the nun1erous and increasing population 
\vhich sought and awaited the blessing of educa-
tion. Besides, he pointed out that n1any 
parents sent their children to the schools tl1en 
established \Yith very great reluctance, and that 
the proposed school would be conducted .on 
principles the fairness and liberality of which 
\vould not leave to the Society's worst enemy 
a doubt of its upright and honourable inten-
tions. 
T .he Society almost unanimously supported 
the principles contended for by ~Ir. l\1orris. 
'''ho that now looks back: over the intervening 
years and counts the many incalculable bene-
fits \vhich the Society and the public have 
deriYed from that determination \vill not 
hono;ur the President for his pluck and deter-
mination in overcoming all the obstacles and 
difficulties \vhich lay in the \vay of realizing his 
plan for the establishment of a school. It is 
hard to measure the direct and· indirect influ-
ences \vhich the education conducted under the 
Benevolen~t Irish Society prior to, but especially 
since, th'e arrival of the Irish Christian Brothers 
have had upon the ·uplifting of the \vhole educa-
tional, social, intellectual, and moral condition 
of our con11nunity. It is dift-icult to realise 
\vhat the present condition of our people vvould 
be had these ~treat elevating int1uenccs never 
' L~ 
been introduced an1ongst us. Had the !>resi-
d ent of the Society at that meeting in the old 
Globe TaYern on l\Iav 22nd, 1825, been less 
"" 
firn1, had he realised less clearly the imn1ense 
issues that \vere at stake, the result of the dis-
cussion n1ight have been different, and it is im-
possible to say \vhether another such oppor-
tunity \Votdd haYe afforded the Society the 
n1eans of repairing its mistake. 
The Society \vas no\v irrevocably con1mitted 
to the establishment of an Orphan Asylun1 
School. The opposition which had been ex-
pressed did not pass beyond the meeting. 
.. ~n1ongst ~he most energetic \vorkers for and 
supporters of the ne\v schools \vere the \ ' ice-
President and many \vho had sympathised \Yith 
his opposition. 
1\ committee \vas appointed, consisting of the 
officers, the Bishop (Right Rev. Dr. Scallan), 
and clergy, and eight me~bers from the So-
ciety, · to prepare rules and regulations for the 
management and direction of the School and 
.. ~sylum. 
·These efforts on behalf of the orphan and of 
education in no way diminished the zeal and 
exertions of the Society in carrying out the 
ordinary charitable work of the Society. The 
quarterly vote to the Committee of Charity \vas 
reg·ularly voted and distributed amongst . the 
needy and afflicted; the Committee \vere un-
tiring in their labours to discover and relieve 
distress amongst the p eople of all creeds and 
nationalities; the weekly distribution of food 
and clothing, the -visits to the sick, the burial 
of the dead, and assistance to the unfortunate, 
were attended to vvith unabated zeal and dis-
int ~restedness. Each year a sum varying be-
tween £2oo and £300 \vas expended for these 
charitable purposes, for it \vas a fixed principle 
of the Society that the ordinary revenue of the 
Society should not be diverted from the channels 
through which it had heretofore been dis-
tributed. 
After the plot of land (\vhich now fronts on 
Queen's Road, but which was then at the back 
of the to,vn) had been secured, no tin1e was 
lost in entering on preparatio;ns for the erec-
tion of a building suitable for the intentions 
of the Society. Almost immediately, in com-
pliance with conditions contained in Mr. 
Bren~on's tetter of June 26th, 1826, the land 
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was fenced in. Mr. Croke, a n1ember of the 
Society submitted plans for the Asylutn 
Schools, which were approved of, and a com-
mittee, consisting, of Patk. Keough, John 
Long, Patrick Doyle, Denis Hannigan, Nicholas 
Croke, and '7\Tilliam Egan, \vere appointed to 
draw up a specification and \vorking plans, and 
it was decided that vvhen these \vere com-
pleted tenders be called for to execute the \vork. 
The tenders \vere read to a meeting called for 
that purpose on August 27th, 'vl1en the lo\vest 
tender at £521 16s., from 1\1. E. Po\ver, \Vas 
accepted. He \vas to enter into the necessary 
bonds and securities for the fulfil111ent of l1is 
contract, and Mr. Croke \vas appointed to 
inspect the \vork dt1ring its progress. lVIr. 
Power, ho\vever, failed to co111e for\vard to 
execute the papers, and his contract \Vas can-
celled. It \Vould seem that no special contract 
for the work \Vas entered into after this. It 
was decided to erect a building 75 feet Jong 
by 28 feet vvide by 19~ feet high on the piece of 
land secured from the Governn1ent. ~Ir. 
Nicholas Croke, tinder the superYision of the 
committee named abo,re, undertook the \vork 
of building. This decision 'Yas reached at the 
Anniversary 1\Ieeting on February 17th, r827. 
The work was pressed for\-vard vvith great satis-
faction by ~rfr. Croke. Such rapid progress 
was made that the building \vas sufficiently 
advanced to permit the quarterl)7 meeting of 
May 27th of the same year lJeing ·held in the 
new hall. 
This was :the first meeting held by the 
Society in rooms of its O\vn since its foltnda-
tion in 1806. Heretofore, roorns had to be 
hired at the differe11t l\Ieeting Houses a nd 
Taverns in the cit}' for the purpose of n1eeting~s 
and other functions of the Society , such as the 
distribution of relief, the annual dinner, cotn-
mittee and other \vork. It 'vas therefore 'vitl1 
great satisfaction that the Society took pos-
session of its ne\v hall. . .=i . .t the Anni, .. ersarv 
., 
Meeting, r828, the accounfs for the erection of 
the O rphan ... ~sy'lum ,, .. ere sub1nitted to the 
Society by the comtnittee in charge. T l1ese 
accounts sho,ved that the building had cost the 
Society the sum of £999 ss. 4d . This expendi-
ture -vvas met by tl1e follo\ving 1neans, nan1~ly, 
the sum of £307 4s. 3d. 'Yas recei,7 ed fron1 
various sources llnconnected 'Yith tl1e Society, 
the sum of .£3+7 rgs. gd. from private dona-
tions from the n1embers and the su n1 of 
£270 ss . 2d . from the fttnds of the Society, 
principally fron1 the interest on the an1ount 
invested through Messrs. Hart & Robertson 
by the foresight of the found er and former Presi .. 
dent of tl1e Society, l\1r. J as. Mac Braire. The 
deficit of £73 r6s. 2d. \vas provided for by a 
draft on the London agents against the interest 
which had accumulated in their hands. 
The Society \vas no\v in a splendid condition. 
It had, tl1rough the exertions of the President, 
1\Jr. Morris, -obtained a valuable plot of land 
on the rear of the to\vn, on \vhich had been 
erected a commodious and si,ghtly building at 
a cost of about £ r ,ooo, and upon \vhich there 
\vas not one shilling indebtedness; it had a fund 
accumt1lated in the hands of 1\Iessrs. Hart and 
Robertson amounting to £r,s8r ss. 6d. bringing 
in a fixed and assured incotne of about £48; it 
had a resource of about .£300 from the dues 
and d onations of the tnembers. On the other 
hand, its charitable \vork -vvas being carried on 
tlnder tl1e management of the Committee of 
Cl1arit:y in a most efficient and judicious manner. 
Tl1e resolution of February 17th, r825, to pro-
y·ide for a certain nttmber of orphans, had been 
carried into effect, and the school 'vl1ich the 
Societ~y had decided to establish had been 
opened in tl1e year 1826, at the house of a lVIr. 
Gill, ltnder the management of :Nir. Si1nn1s, the 
able and efficient teacher. Reports of the pro-
gress of the school 'vere furnished each quarter 
by the n1aster, lVIr. Simms. These gave the 
greatest satisfaction to the members by the pro-
gress 'vhich \vas being made. In February, 
r8.27, there \vere I 36 boys a nd 70 girls receiv-
ing the benefits of education in 1he schools of 
the Society. 
, At the ..:~nniv·ersar~y l\Ieeting in 1827, the 
sch olars, all cleanly dressed, 'Yere paraded 
efore the Society·, and afforded great sa'tis-
action to the members bv their readiness in 
"' 
ans,vering the ' rarious questions 'vhich \vere 
proposed to them. At the close of the exer-
cises, the Rig-ht R ev·. Dr. ·Scallan distributed 
prizes of small ' 7 alue to the most expert. 
The Society, in 1827, took forn1al possession 
of the 11e'v building, and after the sun1mer holi-
days, in tlie 1nonth of Atrgust in the san1e year, 
the schools \vere transferred f rotn tl1e house of 
l\rir. Gill to tl1e roon1s provided in the Orphan 
~!\.sylun1. They \vere contintted ltnder the tnaster-
ship of ~1r. Henry Sin1n1s. The subjects 
ta11g-bt \Y·ere ... ravigation, Book-keeping, English 
Grarn1mar, Arithmetic, Reading, \t\Triting, and 
Spelling. An ordinar)7 elen1entary education 
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Ruins of St. Patrick's Hall after Great Fire of 1892, with R.C. Cathedral. 
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suited to· the needs of the tin1e and to the class 
of children \vho attended the schools. 'T'he 
scl1ools were intended onlv for the children of 
,; . 
the poor, and the syllabus \vas arranged to n1ect 
their r~quiren1ents. .\s the Society \vas not 
a sectarian bodv, the schools \\·ere at this time 
entirely non-denominational. The average at-
tendance ranged from 250 to 300 scholars of 
botl1 sexes, but the actual nun1ber on the roll 
\Vas n1uch larger. The attendance \vas very 
uncertain and variable. This \vas due largely 
to the circumstances of children's families, and 
to the needs of a fishing population. Children 
of very tender years being employed to assist 
their parents in handling and drying- fish, \vere 
---
1'he ne\v buildings gave great satisfaction to 
the n1en1bers. It provided an1ple accon1-
n1odation for the different activities and func-
tions of tl1e Society. 1"'here can be no better 
description of this 1Yuilding, \vhich has 110·\\T 
vanished to give place to others of larger di-
mensions and more imposing pretensions, than 
that given by His Grace .l-\rchbishop Ho\vley, in 
his Ecclesiastical History of N erz.vfou1ldland. 
He says, on page 228 : "It had some prete~­
sions to architecture, having a fanciful central 
tower and po·rtico called 'The Observatory.' 
_, 
It was, at the time of its erection, considered 
one of the neatest buildings in the city, and \vas 
mt1ch admired by the typical out-harbor n1an on 
• 
a.1111. I 
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kept away from school for that purpose. Ho\v-
ever, \vhen on any special occasion the schools 
mustered in force, the number far exceeded 
that which \vas shown by the record of the 
average daily attendance. Thus, on the 18th 
of August, 1828, the Governor, _Sir Thomas 
Cochrane, Patron of the Society, returned to 
the Colony from England, whither he had gone 
on business connected with the administration 
of the Government; the Society, as a tribute 
of respect to their Patron, met hin1 at the \vharf 
and escorted him to Government House. The 
children of the Orphan Asylum schools were 
also dra\vn up in files to the number of 6oo. 
The schoolrooms in the ne-\v building \verc 
bright and healthy, a great improven1ent on the 
small and inconvenient rooms that had lJeen 
hired from 1\Ir. Gill. It \vas a great r elief to 
both master and pupils to take possession of 
the new rooms. 
44 
his annual visit to the capital. The upper por-
tion of the building contained the grand ban-
queting hall, where for over a half a century 
the sons of St. Patrick held their yearly dinners, 
balls and reunions. lVIany a lively song and 
soul-stirring speech have made these old \valls 
resound ; n1any a hearty cheer or ringing laugh 
made the chandeliers rattle; and n1any are the 
l1appy, and not a few the sad, memories \vhich 
circle around the old spot, recalling those \vho 
are gone, \vho once filled the highest places in 
the land. The lower portion of the building 
was devoted to the teachinf; of po·or children, 
and bet\veen four and five hundred children of 
both sexes \\·ere instructed therein." 
This description recalls the Old Orphan 
Asylum as it is remembered by the older nlem-
bers of the present generation, but it \Vas not 
quite so imposing \vhen the Society took pos-
session in the year 1827. There was then no 
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fanciful central to\ver or portico, neither \v~s 
there an observatory. These were later addt-
tions-n1ade about the year 1844- to meet the 
· 'rcasincr demands on the schools of the So-
Inc · b • • I' h b ·1d 
,·et'T Still even in its ortgina state, t e ut -
Cl • ' • . . 
. ncr"' \VaS neatly proportioned and Of plain destgn. 
lh . h d. d It.._ \vas even then one of t e 1nost a mtre 
building·s in the ~city. In 1832, \Vl1en i~ \Vas 
necessary to pro·vide a place for the mecttng of 
the General Assetnbly, then sitting for the 
first tin1e, no Legislative Building \Vas in exist-
ence. 1\pplication was made by His Excel-
lencv.. Sir Thomas Cochrane, to l\Ir. Aaron 
Ho{;s/ett , the \ Tice-President, in the absence of 
~Ir~ I)atrick ~!orris, for the use of the Orphan 
1\sylun1 for that p~rpose .. It contained the 
Inost elio·ible rooms 1n the c1ty. The Governor b 
o·uarantccd the an1ount of any expense that 
~1io-ht be incurred in providing another place 
forb the school children during the session of· the 
Lco·is1a ture. b l~he application catne before the Society at a 
special n1eeting l1cld on 1\ ovember 28th. It 
provoked a g reat deal of discussion as to the 
expediency of granting the school for any pur-
pose 'vhatever, lest by doing so the g·rant upon 
,vhich the land \vas h eld should be jeopardised. 
1"'o retnove all doubt on this ground, the de-
bate \vas adjourned to enable the officers to· 
cotnn1unicate \vith the Government. 1~he \Ticc-
J.>resident 'v-rote to l\Jr. Cro\vdy, th e Colonial 
Secretary, on K ovetnber 29th : '' C pon refer-
ence to the grant, some of the members \vere 
anxious to bring under His Excellency's notice 
the prohibitory clause that the building could 
not be used for any other purpose \Yhatever 
than that of an Orphan ... t\sylum or school, and 
feared a breach of tl1e instrument on their 
part. '' 
l\Ir. Cro\vdy replied on the follovYing day: 
''I an1 directed by His Excellen·cy to acquaint 
you that should the managers of the Orphan 
1\sylun1 School be disposed to appropriate their 
building to the purpose of tl1e Assembly, a 
clause shall be inserted in the aareetncnt which 
will be prepared, that no adY:ntage shall be 
taken by the .Government of the 1Jreach of the 
restri ctiy·e clause. in the grant." 
K ot,vithstanding this ~ssurance , many men1-
bers strenuously opposed hiring the rooms for 
any such purpose. The incony·enience to the 
scholars, the difficulty of properly conducting-
the schools in anY buildina to \vhich thev should 
be t-enloYed, \vhfcl1 ncces~arilY \Vould l;e sn1all 
., 
and cran1ped and unsuitable, besides the un-
certainty of the time for which the building 
might be required, \Yere reasons urged against 
such hiring. It was, however, decided to grant 
the application. This decision was con1tnuni-
cated to the Governo·r, but, in the meantime, 
it was found that with a little alteration the 
Court House could be made suitable for hold-
ing the Assembly. Upon its being decided to 
hold the Legislature at the Court House, His 
Excellency expressed his regret to the \Tice-
President. '"fhough the negotiations came to 
nothing, they show the pro·minence and popu-
larity which the Orphan Asylum held in the 
city at that tin1e. 
Right Rev. Dr. Scallan, the Bishop of St. 
John's, had during all these years been a regular 
attendant at the meetings of the Society. lie 
took an active part in its deliberations, and 
earned, by his devotion to its interests, the 
gratitude of the members. In 1828, ho\vever, 
he found that the great responsibilities of his 
office, the \vant of a sufficient nun1ber of 
priest~, and the arduous vvork which in c onse-
quen·ce fell upon himself, were more than his 
increasing years and delicate healLh could 
endure. He represented these matters to th ~ 
Sacred Congregation of Propaganda at I~.on1e 
and petitioned for the appointment of a co-
adjutor, recommending for the office Rev. 
lVI. A. Fleming, at that time doing n1issionary 
work in St. John's. His prayer was granted, 
and on October 28th , 182g, Father Fleming, 
0. S. F., \Vas consecrated, in the Old Chapel, 
Bishop of Carpatia in partibus, and appointed 
coadjutor to Bishop Scallan. The Bishop did 
not survive the appointment of his coadjutor 
very long. He had for some years previous 
suffered from an affect1on of the brain, which 
became more acute as he advanced in vears. 
_, 
He died on the 2gth of May, 1830, and was 
buried in the yard of the Old Chapel, but, some 
tvventy years later, after the death of his illus-
trious successor, Right Rev. Dr. !~leming, his 
remains were transferred, and buried behind 
the high altar in the Cathedral; and a monu-
ment, executed by Hogan, the celebrated Irish 
sculptor, was erected to him in the nave. He 
was succeeded by his coadjutor, Dr. Fleming. 
On Thursday, th·e 21st of May, 182g, Dr. 
Scallan held a thanksgiving service in the Old 
Chapel to celebrate the great victory of Daniel 
0 'Connell in securing the enactment of the 
"Catho.Jic Etnancipation Act." '\Then the 
45 
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Bishop had announced his intention of holding work befo·re him than the Bishop whom the 
the service, a r11eeting of the So·ciety was at Holy Spirit had chosen- a man endowed with 
once summoned, and it was decided ''That in all the g·ifts of mind and body necessary for a 
accordance with the spirit of civil and religious grand and onerous duty; of strong physical 
liberty in which the Society was founded, the powers, great austerity of life, indomitable will 
members do assemble at the usual place on and 0 shrewd mental endowments. Though 
Thursday next, the 2 I st in st., and mo,re thence eclipsed by the great intellectual luminary vvho 
in procession to jo·in in the thanksgiving at tl1e succeeded him, the colossal minded Dr. 1-Iullock, 
Roman Catholic Chapel, as appointed by the yet the educational acquirements of Dr. l~leming 
Right Rev. Dr. Seallan, to celebrate tl1e pass- were of no mean order. He possessed a wide 
ing of the late Bill for the relief of His Majesty's versatility of talent, as his rare library and col-
Roman Catholic subjects, and that the Secre- lection of works of art plainly show. Yet for 
tary .do address a letter to the President of the literature as such he deemed not to care too 
St. J o·hn 's Mechanics' Society inviting the n1em- much, his bo·o·ks touching upon the practical 
hers of that body to join the Benevolent Irish and scientific region, such as agriculture, archi-
Society in the procession.'' tecture, and mechanics.'' 
The Mechanics' Society, which had been Such was the man who now took charge of 
established a few years previous, through its the Church in Newfoundland. He took a keen 
President, Mr. Latlrence Barron, accepted the interest in the affairs of the Benevolent Irish 
invitation, and the two societies in conjunction Society from his arrival in the Colony in 1823. -
attended the public thanksgiving at the Cl1apel, Previous to his appointment to the Bishopric, 
and joined in the general rejoicing whicl1 the he frequently took a decisive part in its delibera-
passing of the Catholic Emancipation Act tions, particularly concerning the establishment 
evoked. ·of the schools and the erection of the Orphan 
On the death of Right Rev. Dr. Scallan, the Asylum. He earned o·n many occasions the 
government o_f the Church in Newfoundland special thanks of the Society. \i\Then he became 
was assumed by the Right Rev. Dr. Fleming, Bishop he entered even more closely into its 
who was, like his predecessor, an Irish Fran- work, and no more interesting chapter occurs i11 
" ciscan. He was born at Carrick-on-Suir, in the annals of the Society than that 'vhich relates 
the County Tipperary, in the year 1792, was the relation which existed bet\veen Dr. Fleming 
educated at the Convent of the Franciscans in and the Institution. 
Wexford, where he received the habit of the At the accession of Dr. Fleming to· the See 
Order at the hands of his future Bishop, Dr. of St. John's, the Society, though by its Consti-
Scallan, at that time a professor in the \Vex- tution and Rules open to every denomination of 
ford' C·onvent, and in the year I815, tl1e year Christians, had become, as 'vas almost an in-
in which Dr. Scallan was made Bishop of evitable consequence of coonfining its member-
Drago·, he was ordained a priest. He vvas ship to Irishmen and their descendants, a body 
then appointed to the Convent in his 11atiove of almost exclusively Catholic members, and 
town of Carrick-on-Suir, under his uncle, Rev. the schoo.Js of the Society \Vere attended by 
Martin Fleming. He remained there doing Catholic children of both sexes. Still it jeal-
missionary \vork until 1823, \vhen he first came ously insisted on its non-denominational char-
to Newfoundland. He remained in tl1is coun-· acter, and would not permit, either in the 
try for a short time, when he was recalled to Society itself or in the schools under its 
Ireland. Dr. Scallan, however, thro11gh the management, anything that migoht mark it \vitl1 
medium of the Propaganda, procured his return a distinctively Catholic character. 
to Newfoundland, where he laboured as a priest Dr. Flemi11g in his ''Relazione' ' of the state 
until he was appointed Coadjutor Bishop in o.f religion in Newfoundland, addressed the 
182g. Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda in 1837, refer-
Dr. Fleming was a far abler man and a more ing to his experience before he had been 
energetic administrator than his predecessors. appointed Coadjutor to Dr. Scallan, says : 
His Grace Archbishop Howley thus describes ''Although for some years a single Protestant 
hi111, in his Ecclesiastical History of N ewfouncl- child had not been sent to the school, :yet not 
land: '' I t would have been impossible to find a only would the committee of that exclusively 
man better suited in every repect for the great Catholic body not permit the Catholic Catecl1isn1 
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•" I t;· be taught merely as a task in school 
by the master, but they stood ~p in oppo.sition 
to the priest \vho attempted to g1ve tl1e ch1ldren 
relio·ious instruction even after school hours." 
He b sought to enforce the teaching of the 
Catholic religion in the schools. l-Ie \vent to 
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as Coadjutor Bishop he again returned to the 
subject. This time with more success. He 
prepared so~rne four hundred children for tl1eir 
first Holy Communion, and with the greatest 
public display they received the Holy Sacra-
ment in the Old Chapel. There vvere still some 
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RT. REV. l\1. A. FLEI\!1!\G, O.S.~""'., 
Fourth Bishop of St. John's, Newfoundland. 
the schoolhouse himself for that purpose, but 
by a small minority of inexcusables he was re-
fused admission, and for the time being was 
compelled to abandon his design. However, 
he was not the man to be deterred by difficul-
ties. When~ he had received his appointment 
47 
discontents who complained to Dr. Scallan of 
the impolicy of these proceedings. But Dr. 
Fleming bore down all opposition, and re-
ceived the congratulations of a lmost the entire 
Catholic body on his determination and unflinch-
ing perseverance in the face of so many 
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obstacles, and, as he says himself, "from that 
time forward the school has been placed under 
.my immediate supervision.'' 
It will be remembered that in 1826 the Presi-
dent of the Society, Mr. Patrick :rviorris, went 
to Lo~ndon in connection with the agitation 
which was then being carried on in the Colony 
for the purpose of obtaining from the Imperial 
authorities some kind of local .government for 
this country. Even with the improvements 
\vhich had taken place in the manag·ement of 
the public affairs, and in the administration of 
justice in consequence of the appointment of a 
local Governor permanently resident in the 
Colony, and the introduction of a Council frorn 
the inhabitants, nominated by the Crown, to 
assist him in the dis,charge of his dutie~, and 
the establishment of the Supreme Co:urt of K evv-
foundland in 1824, the G·overnment of the 
Colony was in a most unsatisfactory condition. 
An ag·itation -vvas started, of which the f>resi-
dent of the Society vvas the ablest and rr1ost 
prominent figure. He \vas deputed to visit 
London and pl ead the cause of the inhabitants. 
In consequence he was almost continua11y 
absent from the island f£om the vear 1826 to 
-' 
1832, sr·ending· his time in \~'l aterford, -w·ith 
which city he had extensive business relations, 
he him.se]f being a \\1aterford man, and g-oin<:r 
'- b 
to, London as the exigencies of the movetnent 
for local government demanded. He, ho,vever, 
kept in constant touch with the public affairs 
in N ew~foundland, and particularly \vith the 
transactions of the Benevolent Irish Societv . 
.,., 
He had been the most active an1ongst the 
members in the initiation and establishment of 
the schools. \\1hilst in the Old Country h ~ 
kept up a regular correspondence with the 
officers, and helped· by · his advice and assist-
ance in bringing- the scheme to a successful 
issue. He contributed largely to the · fund for 
the erectio~n of the Orphan Asylum, donating 
the sum of £100 towards the building fund at 
the in~ugural meeting in August, 1823, and 
annually contributed a proportionate amount 
to-vvards equipment and maintenance of the 
schools. During the years of his absence in 
England and Ireland he was re-elected Presi-
dent by acclamation, a unique honour in the 
history of the Society. At each annual n1eet-
ing during that time a vote of thanks \vas 
recorded, ''that our President, Mr. Morris, by 
acts too various to be enumerated, is entitled 
to our highest praise." 
During the early years of Mr. Morris's ab-
sence, the immediate management of the 
Society was conducted with great ability and 
consummate success by the Vice-President, 
Mr. Aaron Hogsett. Mr. Hogsett had the 
honour of introducing the Society to the New 
Building in 1827. In 1829 11r. · Hogsett went 
to England, and Mr. Stephen Lawlor -vvas tnade 
Vice-President. In the follo-vving year, 1830, 
lVIr. Morris considered that his prolonged ab-
sence might be a disadvantage to the Society, 
and that it would be advisable that the Presi-
dent should be present at the meetings, and re-
quest2d the Society to be relieved o.f his duties. 
Mr. Lawlor was, in consequence, prornoted to 
the office of President in the year 1830. 
l\1r. Stephen Lawlor was a prominent mer-
chant doin.g business in St. John's. He was 
a member of the firm of Doyle & Lawlor, \vho 
carried on a large supplying bll:siness. He 
had been a member of the Society since its 
foundation, and filled the office of President for 
two years, namely, 1830-1 and 1831-2. In the 
month of January, 1832, he left this country 
and vacated the position of President. The 
Society ackno-vvledged his many services in a 
vote of thanks, expressing their acl<no,vledg·-
ments for the '' abl ~ , upright, and independent 
manner in which he had directed its affairs 
during the period he so deservedly o·ccupicd 
the presidential chair.'' 
During· 11r. Lawlor's ter·m of office the rules 
of the Society were revised -vvith a view to 
placing them in harmony with the more ad-
vanced condition of the Society; and the rules 
governing the schools were formulated on a 
1nore systematic and efficient basis. '"fhe 
management o.f the schools was placed in the 
hands of the school committee elected annually, 
the chairman of which ranked in order of pre-
cedence next to the Vice-President amqngst the 
officers of the Society. The chairrnan and 
some of his committee were required· to pay 
periodical visits of inspection to the schools. 
The master was responsible to the school 
committee, and the committee reported quar-
terly to the Society on the progress and 
efficiency of th·e schools and the co·ndition of the 
Orphan Asylum and the schoolro-oms. The 
revised rules of the S·ociety in no way affected 
th-e fundamental constitution of the Society. 
They dealt exclusively with the business manage-
ment of the affairs of the Institution, the 
0 
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conduct of the meeting, and the system of di~tri­
buting charitable relief. The receipts and dis-
bursements ~of the Treasurer were regulated 
and a strict system of audit was adopted. 
Members were ~obliged to visit objects of relief 
before recommending them to the charity of 
the Society. The officers were r equired, at 
each annual meeting, t·o present a written state-
ment of th~e principal transactions tl1at tool<: 
place in the Institutio·n during the year. 
During the winter of 1830 great distress was 
experienced' amongst the poor in St. John's. 
The Society which heretofore had, except in 
special cases, confined itself to objects recon1-
mended by its own members, found itself by 
reason of the extra pressure ~on its resources, 
compelled to appeal to· the public. The qtlar-
terly grant of £6o to the Committee of 
Charity was quickly expended in the purchase 
and distribution of bread, tea, and molasses. 
Still the most extensive distress existed through-
out the city. 
A Relief Committee was formed from the 
inhabitants under 'the advice of Governor 
Cochrane, who pro·mised a large contribution 
from the Government. This committee donated 
some of its funds to the Society for the pur-
pose of distribution, and a considerable sum 
was subscribed by private donors to augment 
the ''charity fund." In this manner the com-
mittee was enabled to relieve a very great 
amount of misery. 
The schools of the Society \vere now in a 
very satisfactory condition. The attendance 
was large, amounting to over four hundred 
children. They \vere condt1cted by l\1r. John 
Grace, the efficient teacher. Speaking of Mr. 
Grace in their report to the Society in I 8 32, 
the school committee says : ''The committee 
offered the just meed of th'eir approbation to 
the teacher, Mr. John Grace, for l1is strict 
attention to the duties of his arduous situation. 
They have at all times found him \vatchful O\Ter 
the habits and morals of the children, and in 
go·verning their improvement no one cottld ha,re 
displayed more praiseworthy zeal.'' 
This condition continued to give the greatest 
satisfactio~n to the members, but the building 
and grounds demanded the attention of the 
committee. The building h ad never been 
finished, and the fence surrounding the land of 
the Society had become dilapidated for \Vant of 
repairs. The question of the upkeep of the 
schools had always been a matter .of great diffi-
culty to the Society. The ordinary revenue \vas 
inadequate, and h'ad it not been for the benevo-
lence of private friends, it is doubtful if they 
had ever reached the state of efficiency which 
the report ~of the scho·ol committee showed they 
had attained. It was, therefore, impossible to 
undertake the work required on the building 
and grounds from the resources of the Society. 
The school committee, however, determined to 
execute the work. In order to raise funds an 
Annual Charity Ball was decided upon, and the 
first ''Irish Ball" was held in the year 1831, 
with great success. It netted to the committee 
the handsome sum .of £82. 
The ball was a social event of the first order. 
It henceforth became an annual affair, \vhich 
continued down to a few years ago to hold a 
foremost place amo·ngst the social events of the 
year in the city. 
From private do·natio·ns ~of members and the 
generosity of the outside public the committee 
\Vas able, before their term of office expired, to 
carry to a satisfactory completion the work on 
the grounds and building which they had under-
taken. The foundation of the school was ex-
cavated to the depth of seven feet for a capa-
cious cellar, a stone wall was raised completely 
under the building, a wall erected in front bor-
dering on the road, and another on the rear 
skirting Military Road·; a neat paling fence 
placed round the \vhole premises, and the 
'vhole building newly painted. This 'vork cost 
£344 rss. 7d.' 'vhich, though a considerable 
sum, must have been judiciously expeneled to 
effect such substantial improvements. 
The Society, at this period, found itself some-
\vhat embarrassed in its efforts to maintain th·e 
schools from its funds and the liberal donations 
of the members. It will be remembered' that 
the original design h (!d been to establish an 
Orphan Asylum for the support and mainten-
ance of orphan children. Some difficulty had 
been experienced in securing the assent of the 
members to associating a school \vith the 
asylum. It 'vas, ho,vever, found very early in 
the experience of the scheme that the upkeep 
agd m anagement of an orphan asylum \vas be-
yond its resources. This had consequently 
been abandoned after the first trial .had been 
made . No\v it \){.ras found that the school \vas 
too burdensome for its funds, and that if tl1ey 
\vere permitted to continue unsupported by the 
Government, the usefulness of tlie Society as a 
so 
-CENTENARY BENEVOLENT IRISH SOCIETY OF ST. JOHN 1S, N.F. 
medium of affording relief to th'e poor and dis-
tressed would be destroyed by reason of tl1e 
limited means at its disposal. 
When the scheme had first been adopted, 
Governor Hamilton had promised' to obtain an 
annual grant of £Ioo from the Government. 
His successor, Sir Thomas Cochrane, had re-
fused this assistance. In 1831 the matter \vas 
again .placed before the President of the Council, 
Chief Justice Tucker, at that time administer-
ing the affairs of the Colony. He asked for a 
statement respecting th·e schools. The Presi-
dent Mr. Lawlor, drew up a written communi-
cati~n and presented it to the Hon. the Presi-
dent of the Council. It is an interesting and 
instructive document, and read as follovvs : 
''The Orphan Asylum School was founded by 
the Benevolent Irish Society in 1826, tlnder' a 
promise from Sir Charles Hamilton that he 
\vould endeavour to obtain an annual grant of 
£Ioo a year from the 'Go·vernment, to be paid 
out of the Crown rents, but which promise has 
been annulled by Sir_ Thomas Cochrane .on th'e 
plea th.at the Crown rents were .already bur-
dened with more than they could well bear-
even more than they pro·duced. A part of the 
plan was consequently deferred, viz., th'at of an 
orphan asylum. That the building was erected 
in 1826, at an expense of .over £8oo, and h~s 
sine€ received improvements annually; that the 
Society .expended during the present year the 
sum of £300 in improving the building and 
erecting an ornamental fence round the ground, 
and 'that the re-establishment has cost the 
Society, inc I uding salaries of teachers, £2,300 
up to the present time. The number of children 
in attendance has varied from four hundred to· 
six hundred. They are instructed in reading, 
writing, arithm·etic, and all the useful branches 
of education free o.f any payment. That there 
is only a master employed in the school, the 
mistress has been discontinued from the low 
state ~of the Society's fund·s. The .average sum 
paid to th'e school fr~om the Society's funas is 
about £150 per a·nnum-a co~ntribution which 
has presse.d so hard upon the funds as materially 
to circumscribe the primary object of the So-
ciety, which was that .of relieving the wants of 
deserving objects in extreme distress. That 
the ocdinary expenses of the establishment is 
about £250 on its present scale. The building 
is not yet finished· ,o·n the inside, th'e expense of 
completing which is estimated at about .£300. 
That the schools being open to children of all 
SI 
religious persuasions it is not deemed advis-
able to impart any religious instruction in tl1e 
establishment, but that regular attendance of 
the scholars at the Sunday. Schools held at the 
respective places of wo·rship to· wl1ich they 
belong is made indispensable. '' 
Mr. Lawlor placed this statement in the 
hands of the President of the Council, Chief 
Justice Tucker, at that time administering the 
government of tfi.e Colony, who had always 
been a generous contributor to the funds " of the 
Society. His Honor promised to place the 
matter as strongly as he could before the 
Colonial Office. The petition was received with' 
favo.ur, and no doubt had it been presented in 
time would have been granted. However, it 
was too late to be included in the estimates for 
that year, and in the meantime the mo·vement 
for the establishment of a local legislature had 
been brought to a successful issue, and Viscount 
Goderich, Secretary for the Colonies, recom-
mended' that the matter be dealt with by th·e 
newly formed legislature. His despatch reads : 
''It would have afforded me much pleasure to 
have attended to your recommendation in favour 
of the Irish school, if any surplus funds had 
existe<J from which aid co·uld have been granted 
to it, but the want of any available source in 
th'e Colony (and the estimates for the civil 
establishment of Newfoundland' having been 
·presented to· Parliament, and its being too late 
to make .any additio·n to it) will prevent me 
from giving any assistance to the school in the 
present year; and the local legislature will, no 
doubt, in future discover some means of making 
·provisio·n for it.'' 
The Society was deeply grateful to the 
Honourable President of the Council for the 
deep interest h'e had taken O·n this and many 
other :occasions~ A committee was appointed 
to convey the deep sense of ,obligatio·n enter-
tained for him by the members. This depu-
tation was received in a manner ''as sincere in 
its professio·n as any that had ever waited on 
a pt1blic man.'' His H·onor co~ncluded his ~ob­
servatio·ns to the deputation by handing them a 
·donation of six pounds in aid of the funds of 
the school. 
Tp'ese circumstances encouraged the Society 
to hope fo·r the ultimate success ~of this agita-
tion for financial assistance from the Go~vern­
ment for the school. There were at this time 
two other sch'ools in St. John's, each of which 
was established on a basis similar to that 
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upon \vhich the schools of the Society \vcre 
founded. '"fhey \\'"ere the St. John's Charity 
Schools, which had long· been in existence, and 
\vere supported by all classes, Catholics and 
Protestants alike. The other \vas a school 
established about the year I823 by the Ne\v-
foundland School Society, an0 \vhich \Vas an 
exclusively Protestant school. Both these in-
stitutions received an annual grant from the 
Government, \vhilst the Irish school \vas abso-
lutely dependent upon its O\vn resources. This 
discrimination \vas considered very unfair. 
Consequently the agitation \vas kept up, and 
in I836 a grant of £Ioo per annum \Yas n1ade 
by the local Legislature to the school of the 
Society. This grant it \Vill be seen enabled 
the Society to make extensive improvements 
in the scope and management of the schools. 
In the meantime the announcement of the 
death at Ber,vick-on-T\veed, in I832, of James 
l\1acBraire, one of the founders of the Institu-
tion, for many years its President, and until 
his decease one of its \Tice-Presidents and Trus-
tees, was received \vith t1niversal regret. IIis 
great exertions on behalf gf the Society ha,re 
already been related. Every citizen mourned 
him as a public benefactor. Right Rev. Dr. 
Fleming, \vriting to tl1e \ 7ery Rev. John Spratt, 
of Dublin, in I834, truly says of him : "He \Vas 
one of the most benevolent found ers of the 
Benevolent Irish Society, al\vays remarkable 
for the munificence of his donations to· th'e poor, 
and his kindness to the Catholic clergy.'' As 
a mark of respect to the n1emory of the de-
ceased founder, his son, l\Ir. Jol1n l\'lacBraire, 
of Berwick, \vas made \ lice-Patron of the 
Society for life. In the same year \.,. ery Re\'". 
Fr. Ewer, who had been an active agent in the 
formation of the Institution, and \vho is re-
membered in Harbor Grace as tl1e founder of 
the Benevolent Irish Society of that place, 
also died. 
At the annual meeting in I832 :rvlr. Patrick 
Morris, who had returned to the Colony \vith 
the honors of success in his patriotic exertion 
in the cause of a local legislature still fresh, 
was, on the departttre of l\lr. La\vlor, replaced 
in the office of President. He \vas recalled to 
Waterford in the month of July, 'vhere t11e 
demands of his busin€ss detained him until the 
beginning of the ~ear 1834· 
During the ~years 1833-4 :rvir. Timoth]' 
was President of the Societv. He had 
.., 
been an active and zealous member 
Hogan 
al\vays 
-
of the 
Society. He had filled n1any offices in the 
Society. It \vill be rcn1cn1bcrcd that l\tfr. Hogan 
\Vas the first n1en1bcr to introduce into the 
Society, in 1823, the subject of the establish-
ment of an Orphan Asylun1 School. He \vas 
also the the Chairman of the first School Com-
mittee appointed by the Society. 
This year \vas one of unusual severity and of 
extreme distress~amongst the poor. The Society 
distributed over £I oo \Vorth of provisions 
amongst the destitute. The distril)ution was 
made from the Orphan l\sylun1 bt1ilding by the 
Con1mittee of Charity. The relief consisted of 
''50 bags of bread, 2 puncheons of molasses, 
I chest, 84 lbs. of tea, and not less than I ,ooo 
gallons of most excellent beef soup.'' 
Chief Justice Tucker left tl1e Colony during-
this vear. He had been a staunch friend and 
regular annual contributor to the funds, and 
an address of farc\vell \Yas presented to him, 
and in his reply he expressed his cordial appre .. 
ciation of the Society, and paid a hig-h tribute 
to the excellent 'vork being accomplished by 
the Society in its efforts to relieYe the suffering-s 
of the poor and educate tl1eir children in the 
schools associated \vith the Institution. 
The circumstances under \vhich Chief Justice 
Tucker left the Colony \Vere st1ch as pro-
' roked very bitter political feelings. He had 
resig-ned the Chief Justiceship and tl1e office of 
President of the Council in consequence of the 
issue of a controversy betvYeen the Council and 
the House of ... ~ssembly as to the rigl1t of the 
latter to initiate n1oney bills. He opposed the 
right of the Assembly, but the n1atter was re-
ferred to the Home Government, \vho decided 
against the President, and in fa,rour of the 
Assembly. The Chief Justice resigned and 
left the Colony. It \vas on this occasion that 
the motion \vas made in the Society to present 
him \vith an address. The address contained 
son1e reference to l1is political and judicial life. 
These paragraphs \vere se, .. erely criticised, and 
though all the n1embers recognised the generous 
support \vl1ich the Body had al,vays received 
from him, a motion \vas made to l1ave the ob-
noxious paragraphs expunged. A bitter and 
angry altercatiotl follo''"ed. The address, ho\v-
ever, passed in its original fortn by a n1ajority 
of one. Tl1ere ca11 be little doubt that the Chief 
Justice had earned tl1e gratitude of the Society, 
and the \visdom of any refere11ce to his public 
life, under the circtlmstances, \vas at least 
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questionable. The members would have ac-
quitted themselves of thei~ oblig~tion t~ him ~y 
confinino- themselves to his relations With their 
b b . 
O\Vll Body. The Society y Its rules excluded 
all political discussio·n, which the reference to 
his recent action could not but provoke. 
l\1r. Patrick Morris returned to Newfound-
land late in the year 1833, and at once entered 
into the work of the Society with all his former 
zeal and disinte_restedness. At the annual 
meeting in February, 1834, he was once more 
elected President of the Society. 
In 1834 Governor Cochrane was recalled, and 
\vas succeeded by Captain Prescott, R.N. Sir 
Thomas Cochrane had been the Patron of the 
Society since his arrival in 182 5· He had been 
an annual contributor to the funds of the 
Society, and in other ways had conferred con-
siderable benefits o·n the Society. He was, 
hovvever, permitted to leave the Colony vvith-
out the usual valedictory address from the 
Society. \\Then his successor arrived a dis-
cussion arose on the motion to present him 
with an address, and invite hiin to fill the o·ffice 
of Patro·n. As to the reason why an address 
had n·ot been presented to Sir Thomas Coch-
rans on his departure, it was explained that 
the state of political feeling which existed, and 
the action which the late Governor had taken 
in the controversy, rendered it inadvisable to 
· bring the matter before tBe Society, as the 
debate which such a course would have called 
forth must have inevitably developed· into a 
political discussion. It was accordingly de-
cided not to bring the matter forward lest the 
address should not be carried. 
Captain Prescott accepted the office of Patron, 
In the address presented to him on his arrival, 
the work of the Society since its formatio·n is 
thus summarised : ''The Society was founded 
in the year 18o6 by a number of Irishmen (upon 
firm principles of loyalty, true benevolence and 
philanthropy), having for its sole object the 
relief of the indigent, and the education of the 
po·or without any distinction of creed or coun-
try. In the promotion of these humane objects 
they have since that period expended a sum 
from the funds of the Institution of upvvards of 
£ ,, I 2 ,000. 
These figures show that the philanthropy of 
the Society \vas in no \vise restricted by the 
additional expenditure which the maintenance 
of the school entailed upon the body. In 1830 
the funds of the Society had been heavily taxed 
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by the unusual extent of poverty which pre-
vailed. An appeal vvas in consequence made 
to the public which realised· the sum of £104, 
and this with the usual grant from the revenues 
of the Institution helped to mitigate the preva-
lent distress. In 1832 a fire oocurred in Harbor 
Grace, which caused great misery to the in-
habitants of that town. Many were rendered 
absolutely destitute and dependent upon the 
charity of the inhabitants. A co·mmittee was 
formed in St. John's with a view to raising~ 
money ·for the purpose of alleviating the 
sufferers from the fire. The Benevolent Irish 
s~ociety voted the sum of £so for that pur-
pose, which was given to the public con11nittee 
to be expencled ~by them. 
The schools enjo·yed the confidence of the 
public. The Society contributed all its avail-
able resources, after providing for the wants of 
the poor, for their upkeep and management. 
The members and friends of the Society con ... 
tributed generously to augment the means of 
the Society. In 1833 the various masters and 
crews of the sealing fleet to·ok up a collection 
for the benefit of the Orphan Asylum Schools. 
The generous action of the sealers 'vas suitably 
acknowledged· in the report of the officers for 
the year. This report says : "The Society is 
bound in gratitude to· record the kindness mani-
fested by the masters and crews of the sealing 
vessels last season on their generous contribu-
tio·n to the Orphan Asylum Schools." 
The fund in the hands of Messrs. Robertson, 
Brooking & Garland, of London, successors of 
Messrs. Ro·berts·on & Hart, were of incstitn-
able value to the Institution at this time. They 
produced a settled income of about £47 ster-
ling, which was increased by an annual donation 
of £Io from the firm itself. This inco1ne was 
drawn by bills of exchange as the needs of the 
Society required it)l or it was allowed to accu-
mulate in the hands of the London agents, 
should no immediate occasion render it neces-
sary to draw against it. The method of hand-
ling these bills was the result of the absence 
of all paper currency from circulation in the 
Colony. When occasion arose to dra\v on 
Messrs. Ro·bertson, Brooking & Garland, the 
Society determined the amo,unt which was 
needed, and directed that a bill be drawn for 
that amount and sold at auction to the highest 
bidder. A letter of advice was forwarded to 
London in accordance with other resolutions. 
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These bills were often sold at a handsome pre-
mium, generally to members of the Society. 
Thus, in August, I832, a bill for £8o was 
drawn, and purchased by yv. Kielly at a 
premium ~of IS! per cent. In May, 1833, l\fr. 
M. Scanlan purchased a bill for £s6 at 17l 
per cent. _; and W. Kielly again, in February, 
I834, o~ne for £25 at IS~ per cent. These 
different sources of income enabled the Society 
to carry on its charitable and educational work 
with great success and public usefulness. 1"11e 
charity vote of the Society was regulated by 
the circu111stances o.f the times .and by the 
season of the year. It vvas passed~ quarterly 
for the needs of the ensuing quarter. It was 
always the object of the members to regulate 
this vote as judiciously as possible. The largest 
vote was al\vays made in the month of Feb-
ruary, this vote often amounting to £120 and 
£150. In the summer seaso11 the vote often 
fell as low as £5· The outlo·ok was anxiously 
debated each quarter, and a careful estimate 
made of tl1e Stlm required. Sometimes, as in 
1830, ti1e vote became exl1austed before the 
end of the quarter, wl1en a special meeting 
\Vould be called to provide for the deficiency if 
tl1e amount was available; and if not, to have 
recourse to some extraordinary means of raising 
it, such as voluntary donations from the mem-
bers, a charity sermon, a charity ball, ~or such 
~other means .as might recommend themselves 
to the body. 
Mr. Morris was re-elected President in I835, 
and continued to hold that position until the 
anniversary meeting in 1838, when being again 
absent from the Colony, he was succeeded by 
Mr. Laurence O'Brien. During these years 
many improvements were made in the manage-
ment of the school, and through the additional 
means afforded by the legislative gr.ant ;of £I oo 
per annum for the ~benefit of the school, a m-ore 
advanced system of education was introduced. 
The ad·vent ~of the Presentation nuns from Ire-
land, who came to this country thro·ugh tl1e 
exertions of Right Rev. Dr. Fleming in 1833, 
had provided a scho~ol fo·r the girls, separate 
fro·m the Society's school. _ 
Dr. Fleming was induced to this step by th'e 
desirability of providing a sep·arate school fo-r 
the girl~, under tpe management ~of female 
teachers, and during a visit to the Convent of 
the Presentation Order at Galway he sect1red 
the voluntary assistance of fo·ur nuns of that 
order, and with the approbation of tl1e Right 
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Rev. Dr. Brown, Bishop of Galway, they 
came o·ut to this country in the year I833· 
Referring to the advent of the Presentation 
nuns, Dr. Fleming, in his letter of January I I, 
I844, to Very Rev. Dr. O'Connell, of Dublin, 
alluding to the state of education in Newfound-
land, and to the fact that children of every age 
and sex were educated in the school of the 
Benevolent Irish Society, sets out the feelings 
and opinio-ns which led- him to undertake the 
establishment of .a Presentation Convent in 
Newfoundland. He says : 
"Such· was the state of things at the period 
of my accessi~o1n to the Vicariate; and im-
pressed with the strong feelings ·Of the impor-
tance of summo·ning to our aid a proper system 
of religious education, as far as my means, 
greatly contracted an~d ~overcharged as tl1ey 
were, would allo·w, I felt the necessity ·of \vith-
drawing female child~ren fro·m under the tutel-
age of men, from the dangerous associations 
which ordinary school intercourse with the other 
sex naturally exhibited; for whatever care co-uld 
be applied to the culture of female children in 
mixed schools, they must lose much of that 
delicacy of feeling and refinement of sentitnent 
which form the ornament and~ grace ,of their 
sex. Besides, viewing the great influence that 
females exercise o·ver the moral character of 
society--- the great and useful and necessary 
influence that the example and the conversation 
of the mother has in the fo-rmation of the char-
acter of her child~ren, as well male as female, 
I judged it of essential importance to fix tl1e 
character of the female portion of our com-
munity in virtue and innocence, by training 
them ir1 particular in the ways of integrity and 
morality, by affo·rding them the very best 
opportunities of having their reli.gious prin-
ciples well fixed, by imparting to then1, while 
their young minds were daily receiving the 
elements of a general useful education, a course 
of religious instruction that should teach them 
the true value and the proper use of the mental 
treasures by which they are ·being enrich.ed. '' 
Tl1e nuns o·pened school for a short tin1e in a 
ho-use on Pilot's Hill, hired by the Bishop for th.at 
purpose, but it was found to be unsuitable, and 
they removed to a place ~1ear King's Road, 
which they occupied for some years, and which 
has ever since been known as ''Nunnery Hill.'' 
Th·e o·pening :of the Co·nvent School relieved 
the Society of the necessity ~of providing for 
the education of the girls. Its energies were 
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henceforth directed to the instruction of boys. 
About three years after this change, in 1836, 
as has already been stated, the Leg·islature 
conferred on the Society an annual grant of 
£,100 towards the support and maintenance of 
the school. This grant l1ad been promised as 
early as 1823, 1but not\vithstanding the constant 
representations of the officers of tl1e Society, 
it was not made until this year. The body was 
well represented in the House of Assembly-
Messrs. Patrick Morris, John Kent, Patrick 
Doyle, Patrick Keough, J o·hn V. Nugent, were 
amo·ngst the leaders in the House and Govern-
ment. It was through the influence of these 
men that the grant was procured. They were 
not all belonging to the same political party, but 
they united in their love and admiration for the 
Benevolent Irish Society, and for the great 
work of charity and education which it was 
doing for the Colony. 
No time was lost in putting the additional 
means thus furnished to the best use in further-
ing the objects of the Society and the intentions 
of the Legislature. It w.as determined that 
th~is grant in no way lessened the oblig~ations 
of the Society or diminished the duty of the 
members to contribute their voluntary donations 
towards th·e school fund. It served rather as 
an impetus to their zeal. 1"'he education ·which 
had heretofore been afforded was of a most 
elementary kind, and though conducted by an 
a'ble :and~ ·painstaking teacher, the nun1ber of 
scholars and the limited equipment with \\rhich 
the resources of the Society had been able to 
pro·vide him rendered it most difficult to attain 
that proficiency which it was the desire of all 
should be attained. Still, talring all tl1ese dis-
adv.antages into account, the schools gave 
g-reat satisfaction to the Society, and becan1e 
po·pular with all classes of the community. 
The Legislative grant enabled the Society to 
grapple with these difficulties. It was decided 
''That the better to accomplish the benevolent 
design of the Legislature, an additional school 
be instituted, wherein may . be taught the 
Higher Branches, viz., Algebra, Geometry, 
Geography, Astronomy, and Navigation; and 
tha,t a Navigation class of adults not to exceed 
fo·rty in number 1be opened during the winter 
months, the qualifications for admission into 
which shall be a certificate of good character 
from merchants, masters, and owners of vessels 
and oth.ers connected with shipping interests in 
the Colony; that as by· the institution of a 
. i 
higher school great additional responsibility 
and labour will devolve on the principal teacher, 
it is expedient to employ an assistant for the 
Elementary Schools.'' 
It \vas the principal aim of the members to 
equip the schools in a manner suitable to· in1-
. parting a sound commercial and mathen1atical 
education. The elementary school \vl1ich had 
been heretofore conducted \Vas directed to tl1is 
end, the subjects taught being Navigation, 
Book-keeping, English Gran1n1ar, Arithmetic, 
Reading, \V ri ting and Spelling. The new 
school, as the subjects show, was an advance 
along tl1e same lines. The former school for 
juveniles being continued as a preparatory class. 
In 1838 a new code of rules and bye-laws was 
adopted for the government of the schools. 
These rules were based upon the principles by 
which the Socie~y had been guided from its 
establishment, and which had been laid down 
in 1826 for the guidance of the schools. They 
were founded on the ptlrest principles of charity, 
affording a free education to· the children of 
the poor, on lines calculated "to inspire feelings 
of mutual affection and kindness amongst tl1e 
infantile portion of the people of all creeds and 
all countries, sowing those seeds which, in the 
future man, are likeliest to produce the best 
fruits of benevolence," and aimed at ''leading 
him up in the paths of morality and vjrtue, thus 
enabling him to occupy in manhood that space 
in society for which God had predestined l1in1. '' 
The superintendence and sole governrnent of 
· the scho-ols was vested, subject to the super-
vision of the Society, in the school committee. 
A most judicious system was worked out to 
secure efficiency in every\ department. The 
committee consisted of the officers of the Society 
and twelve members. The teacher \vas re-
sponsible to the committee, and pro·vision was 
made for regular visits to the schools and for 
examination of th'e classes. T\VO members were 
appo·inted· visitors for each month, -vvho were 
required to visit the schools at least three ti1nes 
a week, and report to the committee, whicl1 
met the first Sunday of every month, the pro-
gress of the s"cholars, the attention of the 
teachers, and the general advancen1ent of the 
particular classes which the chairman had 
especially assigned to the care of each for the 
month, and suggest such improvements in the 
general management as their experience should 
point out. The following extract from the 
report of the school con1mittee, prese11ted to 
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the Society in 1838, by Mr. James Hogan, the 
chairman, is interesting and instructive : "The 
Committee have much pleasure in informing 
th~ Society that the school is steadily advanc-
in<r in its sphere ~of usefulness; 335 boys are 
no~v receiving an education in this establisl1-
n1ent. At the examination held in September 
last many of the scholars distinguished them-
selves in algebra, book-keeping, navi.gation, 
mensuration, use of globes, grammar, and 
other branches, fo which the Committee have 
awarded premiums. Several young men have 
also availed themselves of the gratuitous system 
of education, and are daily attending the navi-
aation classes; the advantages thus afforded in 
h 
a maritime country to the less fortunate sons 
of the sea will, vve hope, be duly appreciated 
by an enlightened public. The Committee are 
satisfied that they could not have effected the 
accomplishment of so desirable an advantage 
to this class of persons with their contracted 
tneans without the aid of the Government 
grant. 
''In consequence of many of the boys in the 
higher classes having been withdrawn from the 
school in the spring of the year for the purpose 
of prosecuting the fishery, a sufficient number 
·of monitors could not conveniently be provided 
for the instruction of the junior classes. The 
Committee, taking into consideration the im-
portance of urging the youthful instruction at 
as early a period· as possible, selected one of 
the scholars of whose competency they vvere 
satisfied, namely, Edmu.nd Kavanagh, and em-
ployed him for one year as assistant teacher, 
at a salary of £12 currency per annum. They 
are confident that the Society will approve of 
this arrangement, as it will have the double 
effect of stimulating other boys to aspire to a 
similar preference and of advancing the younger 
children in instruction. '' 
The expenditure from the funds of the Society 
amounted annually from about £~8o to £2oo, 
besides which the Government grant and the 
generous contributions of private individuals 
were devoted to the school establishment. 
These moneys w ere spent in repairs and inl-
provements to the building, paying the current 
expenses ·of the school, such as teachers' 
salaries, school equipment, light, fuel, a11d 
other requisit es, purchasing books, and pro-
' ' iding premiums for the scholars \vho dis-
tinguished themselves at the public examina-
tions which· the rules of the committee directed 
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to be held every year. The .accounts of the 
school committee were kept separately from 
those of the parent Institution. The amount 
contributed from the funds of the Society was 
voted quarterly and was estimated carefully, 
with a view to the proper conduct of the school. 
No religious instruction was permitted in the 
schools. The Society zealo·usly observed the 
principle of non-denominationalism. It has 
already been seen that Dr. Fleming had gained 
a great point in the direction of denominational-
ism when, in spite of all opposition, in 183o, 
he prepared some four hundred children from 
the schools for their First Hoi)' Co111munion. 
Since that time the sch.ool had been develop-
ing ~on Catho1ic lines, and although no religious 
training was given during school hot1rs, yet 
regular classes, outside the usual hours, were 
held for the religious instruction of the scholars. 
The goo.d Bishop kGew that it was only a matter 
of time when the school would become Catholic 
in fact as well as in spirit. In this it vvill be 
seen that he correctly interpreted the trend of 
the establishment. 
Mr. Morris was again absent from the Colony 
at the time of the an.nual meeting of 1838. 
He had 1been the principal agent in bringing 
about these reforms in the school. He was a 
man of great intellectual endo·wmer1ts and of 
ceaseless energy. These qualities ~.Tere com-
bined with a mo.gt benevolent and charitable 
disposition. Suffering ·or oppression of any 
kind appealed to his kind heart, and his .great 
wisdom· an·d strong good sense enabled him to 
apply the most effectual remedies to alleviate 
or remove them. He was valued highly by the 
Society, who reco·gnised his merit and appre-
ciated the services which he had conferred on 
the Institution. No name in th·e annals of the 
Society deserves more veneration and gratitude 
than that of Mr. Patrick Morris. He deserv·es to 
stand side by side with the Right Rev. Dr. 
O'Donel and James MacBraire amongst its 
benefactors. If they laid the foundation of the 
Society and established its system ~of Charity, 
he laid the foundation of its educatio.nal work, 
and established its sch~ools. 
In the report ·of the o·fficers presented at the 
annual meeting in 1838 a just tribute is paid 
to him. The report says : ''The Society can 
never forget that it is to Mr. ~!orris they are 
indebted fo·r the first working out into· c-om-
plete and practical effect that portion of the 
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contemplated intention of its founders, vvl1ich 
embraced the gratuitous education of the poor. 
To him the Society is indebted for the inception 
of the Orphran Asylum School. To· his exertion 
are mainly to be attrib·uted the free grant of 
land, and when it was granted, he assisted in 
beginning of the agitation for a local Legis-
lature. H e filled the office of President of the 
Society for eleven years, between 1838 ati·d 
1857, not successively, and son1etimes with an 
interval of two· or three years between each 
election. He \VO:n public esteem both as a pri-
lioN .. LAuRENcE O'BRIEN, 
Eleven years President Benevolent Irish Society. 
the erection of the present edifice by a munifi- vate citizen and as a public 111an. He became 
cent donation.'' President of the Council, and on two occasions 
Mr. Laure11ce 0 'Brien succeeded lVIr. Morris he ·occupied the vice-regal office as i\dminis-
as President. Mr. O'Brien was a pron1inent trator of the Government of the Colony, first 
business man, of sterling principle, and of irre- in 1857, during the interval which occurred 
proachable character. He took a prominent between the retirement of Governor Ker Bailie 
part in the public affairs of the Colo·ny fro·m th·e Hamilton a.nd th'e appointment of Sir Alexander 
r;8 
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Bannerman, .and again in 1863 on the retire-
ment of Governor Bannerman, pending tl1e 
a_ppointment .of his successor,_ Sir A. Musgrave. 
rfhe first two years of Mr. O'Brien's I?re~i­
dency were times of Nnusual distress, and the 
resources of the Society were strained to give 
as much relief as they eould possibly afford. 
During the winter of 1838 the sum ·Of £125, 
and that of 1839 the sum of £240 was distri-
buted. No frie~d could nave accomplisl1ed more 
good within its limits. The system of chari-
table relief .and the .orga.nization for its distri'bu-
tion were perfect. No stronger evidence of the 
wisdom and foresight of the founders of tl1e 
Society can be required than the fact that no· 
amen·dment had been suggested during the 
whole period of thirty-three years since the 
foundatio·n of the Society for the improvement 
of tl1e plans which they formulated. During 
that period, in all co:ntingencies, the machinery 
of the Society had been found to be tl1e most 
effectual in fir1ding out cases of deserving dis-
tress, in separating the meritorious from those 
unworthy of assistance. The distribution .of 
charitable relief is always. dangerous to a com-
munity, unless judiciously admir1istered. It 
tends to abuse, both on the part of the distribu-
tor and of those who receive. Unless the whole 
scheme is based upon and sustained by a truly 
Christian benevolence, unless this se11timent 
enters into and b·ecomes part .of the system 
itself, carelessness and a perfunctory perfor-
mance of the duties attaching to the office of 
distribution ar@ likely to take the place of that 
feeling of resp·onsibility and self-sacrifice ~,.vhich 
are the essential qualities o.f a beneficial and 
successful system of public charities. On the 
other hand, the indiscriminate distribution of 
poor relief is a fruitful source of th.e den1oraliza-
tion ·of a peo·ple. It makes them idle, lazy, and 
shiftless, and is a far greater evil than the 
absence of all means of public relief. These 
evils were avoided by the Benevolent Irish 
Society. In the first place, th'e whole Society 
was animated by the principles of benevolence 
and philanthropy laid down by the fo·unders in 
18o6, and the system was designed to prevent 
imposture. During the thirty-three years of 
its existence, relief to the value of £14,ooo and 
£15,ooo had been distributed amongst the 
poor of the city and vicinity, with occasional 
allowances to ·outlying places, such as Harbor 
Grace, Ferryland, around Conception Bay, and 
other localities. No o·ne was relieved except on 
the recommendation of a member or contri-
butor, and then only after a personal visit to 
the case had sho\vn the unquestioned merits of 
the object to be relieved. 
During the winter of 1g39, following· upon 
the cod and seal fisheries, whicl1 were very bad, 
the peo·ple suffered terrible misery. The failure 
of the fisheries left them absolutely without the 
means of support for themselves or their fami-
lies. At the annual meeting their condition 
was foreseen, and the uinprecedentedly large 
vote of £180 ·was granted to the Committee of 
Charity. So extensive, however, was tl1e dis-
tress that before the end of lVIarch, this sum 
being all spent, a special meeting was called to 
consider the situation. The members anxiously 
discussed the appalling misery tl1at was increas-
-ing each day thro·ughout the town. 1"'hey de-
cided to hand over all moneys, £6o, in the 
hands .of the Treasurer, to the Committee of 
Charity towards lessening the sufferings of the 
starving people. Very little could be accon1-
plished with this sum. In this emergency, an 
appeal was made to the public on behalf of the 
wretched inhabitants. 
This appeal is so full of feeling for their 
suffering fellow-creatures, and expresses so· 
clearly the spirit which always actuated the 
Society, that it is reproduced in full. 
"On February 17th, the anniversary meet-
ing of our Society took place, when the ex-
tensive distress pervading the humbler classes 
of society having been brought under the con-
sideration of the Body, the sum of £180 was 
voted for the relief of the poor, to be disposed 
of ~by the Committee of Charity, a sum nearly 
double any vote of the Society since the period 
of its institutio.n. In discharging the duty of 
distribution, the Committee .of Charity were 
overwhelmed with the number and pressing 
calls of a multitude of claimants, \vhose persons 
bore too clear an evidence of the miseries under 
which· they suffered : the cries for food of the 
widowed mother, of the wretched ~orphan, the 
squalid countenance of the aged, compelled the 
Committee to abandon that course hitherto, 
pursued· .of extending the sum voted over the 
whole space of that quarter, commencing on 
the day above mentioned even to the 17th day 
of May; a.nd although now scarcely a month .of 
that term has elapsed, every shilling of that vote 
has been expended, and still the misery, still the 
want, and still the wretched.ness remain, and 
poverty the most extensive, and, what is worse, 
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poverty rapidly increasing, continues abroad to 
an extent calculated not only to dra\v the tear 
of sympathy from the lid of the Christian, but 
also to excite the alarm of the lovers of social 
order. 
''1'he number of persons relieved by the vote 
beforementioned may be estimated by consider-
ing the fact that rations of food, consisting ex-
clusively of bread and oatmeal, were distributed 
to no fewer than 56o families ! But the original 
vote was exceeded by £I 6 advanced by l\ir. 
Mullowney, the Chairman of the Comrnittec 
of Charity, and ye~ let it only be considered 
how miserably deficient the relief to so many 
must have ceen when 560 families \VCre to be 
supplied for an entire month from bread and 
oatmeal purchased for even £Ig6. 
"Under these circumstances, the Committee 
of Charity appealed to the Society on this day 
(Sunday), praying that an exertion may be 
made to meet the great emergency, upon which 
occasion the Society immediately voted a sum 
somewhat greater than that distributed every 
week since the I 7th February, in addition to 
the sum above-mentioned advanced by the 
Chairman of the Committee of Charity, that is, 
· they voted an additional sum of £6o, but then 
it was . a sum even exceeding the a.tnount of 
moneys in their hands available to the present 
uses of the Societv . 
.I 
"One week's supply! and oh, but what a 
supply' to meet the wants of s6o famishing 
families, including an immense number of chil-
dren, for the space of an entire \Veek:. Gracious 
Heaven! and has St. John's to this day re-
mained coldly contemplating the torrent of 
wretchedness without making an effort to 
assuage the sufferings of thousands of their 
fellow-citizens. 
''The Benevolent Irish Society feel they have 
discharged their duty, but still they are sensible 
of the extreme insufficiency of the sum voted 
being anything like a relief to the vast nurr1ber 
of applicants, and even then, as far as they have 
gone, they have judged themselves obliged to 
confine themselves to the distribution of food 
alone. They could not think themselves justified 
in expending a shilling · upon the various other 
wants that, at such a season as the present, 
press around the hearth of the poor. 
"The means of the Society have no\v been 
completely exhausted. They pretend not that 
their votes could have stemmed the tide of 
6o 
pauperism abroad. Poverty is rapidly advanc-
ing-the suitors for charity are no\:v of a class 
superior to the ordinary applicants for relief. 
The public are aware that at this season there 
are no means available to the poor man to pro-
vide food for l1is family fro1n the resources of 
his industry. The high price of provisions l1as 
drained off the little remnant of the savings 
\vhich his sobriety enabled hitn to lay by after 
the toils of a year, distinguished for a bad seal 
fishery and an unsuccessful cod fishery. A 
sickly vvife and starving children are crying to 
him for that bread which he is unable to give 
them, for he has divided amongst them the 
morsel which was his last, and which his o~rn 
wants imperatively demanded. 
"Fellow-citizens ! this picture is not over-
charged, the instances of this are nun1erous in 
the extren1e, the n1ass of hun1an misery around 
you is all but incalculable. \Viii you suffer 
this to continue? \~Till those to whom God 
has given \:vorldly vvealth remain forgetful that 
He who has given much· 'expecteth much in 
return'? \\rill those in the middle classes re-
main callous to the claims of their brethren, 
\vhen they reflect that even from those to whotn 
little is given that Being to whose mercy they 
owe the absence of poverty and suffering ex-
pecteth something even from that little? Let 
us all then remember that those who are no\v 
suffering are our fellow-men,' our fellow-
Christians, our fello\v-countrymen, and our 
fell ow-citizens. 
''There is existing among the community of 
St. John's a spirit of charity that has never 
failed-there is a fountain of benevolence in the 
bosom of the mercantile body that has never 
been found wanting-there is an1ongst the shop-
k:eepers and agriculturist and the comfortable 
planters a stream of alms that never ceases 
flowing. Let all then unite; let the means of 
all be combined and their intelligence united to 
soften the rigours of a calamitous winter to 
thousands of miserable paupers. 
"LAtTREXCE O'BRIE~, President. 
"\VILLIAM Po\VER, Secretary." 
This appeal was handson1ely responded to 
by all classes in the community vvho could afford 
to contribute to the charities ·of the Societv. 
.I 
Amongst the donors were ,His Excellencv 
Governor Prescott, ~or:. J atnes Crowdy, 
Colonel \\1 alker, and the Royal Artillery, 
through their commanding officer, l\1ajor 
>~~: 
·:· 
:·:; ~:; ,., 
~' 
~::' ~;, 
His Grace Archbishop Howley addressing the Assemblage at the Laying of Foundation Stone of the O'Donel Memorial H all. 
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Fraser. The assistance thu~ given to the Com- was so absorbed \vith the prevalent distress as 
mittee of Charity enabled it to extend its bene- to exclude the co·nsideration of all other sub-
fits more widely than the unaided funds at its jects. With the return ~of spring and the 
disposal could have allowed. opening of the fisheries and other employments, 
The property, both real and personal, be- attention was once again directed to the internal 
longing to the Society was of considerable affairs of the Institution. At a special n1eeting 
value. It was deemed of importance that the held in June the following petition to the Legis-
proper legal securities as to title and ovvner- lature was approved of by the Society : 
ship should be so placed as to render the devo- ''To tl1e Honourable the House of Assembly 
lution ·of the moneys funded in England, and of N evvfoundland in general Assembly convened. 
the land and buildings in St. John's, as per- The humble petition of the Benevolent Irish 
manent and as inexpensive as possible. It vvill Society of St. Joh~n 's sheweth : 
be remembered that in 1816, when the invest- "That the Benevolent Irish Society is a 
ment of the funds in consols was made, it was Body of persons voluntarily associated and in-
taken in the name of Messrs. MacBraite, stituted in the year 1806 for th'e promotion of 
Thomas 1\Ieagher, and Patrick Morris. T\vo the principal great objects ~of Christian charity 
of these trustees, Messrs. MacBraire and and benevolence, and that ever since their in-
Meagher, had since died, leaving Mr. Patrick stitution their funds, raised from the voluntary 
Morris the sole surviviJ!g trustee. Should Mr. subscriptions of the members and the do·natio·ns _ 
Morris die before any permanent arrangement of others, have been devoted to the education 
for the free devolution of the fund, the Society of the ignorant, the feeding of the hungry, and 
might be put to considerable expense and delay the clothing of the nak:ed. 
in effecting a transfer to other trustees. It ''That many years since a considerable sum 
was, therefore, advisable to take irntnediate having been subscribed, beyond .the immediate 
steps to avoid such an event. One of two necessities of the poor, the Society appointed 
courses was open to the Society-either to three Trustees to vest the same in English 
appoint tvvo new trustees to act with l\1r. Morris funds, where it remains at interest fo·r the 
in the place ·Of the deceased trustees, or to have benefit of the Soiciety; and this sum, amounting 
the Society Incorporated, and have all the to £1 ,s8r ss. 6d., together with an ample 
properties invested and held by it in its own schoolhouse and a lot of ~building ground, form 
name as a legal Body Corporate. Both courses the entire property ·of th'e Society. 
were discussed. ''That the property of the Society having 
The matter had come before the Society as thus increased, the administration of the same 
early as 1830, but nothing definite had been is attended with considerable inconvenience, 
done. It was allowed to pass over until and therefore your petitioners humbly pray that 
November, 1838, when the President, Mr. an Act of Incorporation he passed in their 
O'Brien, brought it before the Body. A special favour, in order thereby to facilitate the ad-
meeting was held to consider the propriety of vantageous administration of that property, 
appointing additional trustees and of carrying which is consecrated to the uses of the poor. 
out such other matters connected with. the 
''And your petitioners, as in duty bound, 
property of the Society as might appear neces- will ever pray, &c., 
sary. The discussion was complicated by 
reason of many legal technicalities which per- The petition is signed by the officers, on be-
plexed the members. Mr. Nugent proposed half of tl'ie Society. 
that the question of appointing new trustees Hon. Wm. Thomas was requested to present 
be postponed ind·efinitely, and handed in a the petition to the Legislative Council, and Mr. 
notice of motion, that a petition to the Legis- Patrick Doyle, Vice-President, and Mr. Jno. 
lature be prepared by the ~officers, praying for l{ent, First Assistant, were entrusted with it 
an Act of Incorporation of the Society. Ac- in the Assem~bly. 
cordingly, at the annual meeting, on motion of A deputation waited on Governor Prescott, the 
Mr. John Kent, in th·e absence of 1\Ir. Nugent, Patron ~of the Society, and the above petitio~n 
it was determined to petition the Legislature , was submitted to him. His Excellency in-
for that purpose. formed the Committee that he w.as fully sensible 
During the winter the attentio11 of the Society of the great advantages which the humble 
:: I 6~ 
•- .,.; • •• • • o I . .· " . . 
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classes of the community derived from the be-
nevolent proceedings of the Institution, \vhich 
he had al\vavs held in high adtniration, and that 
.,( 
should any Bill for the incorporation of the 
Benevolent Irish Society be hereafter presented 
for his assent, the \vishes of the Society as 
expressed in tl1e petition \vould not be absent 
from his recollection. 
Thus encouraged, the Society made ready to 
have a Bill for its Incorporation introduced at 
the next session· of the Legislature. A draft 
Bill was prepared and discussed at a special 
meeting in August. The draft \vas consider-
ably amended before it \vas accepted by the 
Body. In its final shape it created the Society 
a Body Corporate, with a special seal, having 
the usual powers, rights, and liabilities of such 
a body. It provided that tl1e rules of 18o6 
sh'ould be the laws of the Corporation, \vith 
, po\ver to alter and amend. It gave power to 
it, in its corporate name, to purchase and hold 
property, real and personal, but restricted the 
extent of such· property, so that it could not 
exceed the yearly value or income of £3,ooo 
sterling. It prevented the sale of the principal 
or corpus of any property, and limited the So-
ciety to the use of the interest or income arising 
therefrom, and in the case of real property, the 
Society was forbidden to transfer, convey, or 
sell the same, except in leases not exceeding 
forty years. It further regulated the election 
and powers of the officers, and their succession. 
The Bill passed the Assembly and Legislative 
Council on the 6th day of October, 1839, and 
received the assent of the Governor. It was 
trans111itted to the Home Government for the 
sanction of the Cro\vn. 
1"'he Act of Incorporation having been passed 
by the Legislative and assented to by the 
Governor, the Society proceeded to transact 
its affairs, in the assumption that it was legally 
incorporated. The officers, in their annual 
report to the Body in 1840, believing the matter 
secure beyond any misadventure, said : ''They 
have now the gratifying information to com-
municate that, through the fostering care of 
the Legislature, the Society is incorporated, 
thereby imparting to a Body already extensive 
in numbers, and fortified by the moral \veight of 
public opinion, a legal compactness that en-
ables it to hold its property and to maintai11 its 
rights in a court of law with' all the facility of 
individual energy.'' 
Relying on this newly-found 
'-' - - . 
individual life, 
63 
steps \vere taken to place the funds and proper-
tics of the Society under the immediate control 
and in the possession of the Society as a cor-
porate body. 
A difficulty arose i1~ lirniTte as to whetl1er the 
Act of Incorporation \vould operate so as to 
enable the Society in its corporate capacity to 
transact its business in Engla.nd. It was neces-
sary to solve this difficulty before any definite 
action could be taken. It \vas therefore de-
cided to take the opinion of counsel on the 
matter. A case was prepared and st1bn1itted 
to l\Ir. James Simms, Attorney-General for 
Newfoundland, and as the matter could not 
possibly come before tl1e Chief Justice in his 
character as a judge, his opinion was solicited 
by Mr. Simms on the question submitted to 
him, namely, "Does the 1ocal Act enable the 
Society to hold stock in London as an incor-
porated body, or \viii the Society be obliged to 
adopt the course follo\ved previously to the local 
Act of Incorporation, namely, the appointing of 
individual members to hold said stock as Trus-
tees for the uses of the Society.'' He replied : 
"Upon the question, whether our local Act of 
Incorporation enables the Benevolent Irish 
Society, as an incorporated body, to hold stock 
in the public funds of the United Kingdom, 
under their name and style of incorporation, I 
am inclined to the opinion that they are so 
enabled, because it has been decided that a 
Corporation in a foreign country may, as such, 
sue in the Courts of \Vestminster upon clear 
proof that they are legally incorporated. But 
such proofs, if often required to be adduced, 
may be attended with' much inconvenience to 
the operations of the Benevolent Irish Society. 
Besides, it is certain that, in regard to the 
nature of this particular species of property, the 
Bank (with which all such stock transactions 
rest) \viii have nothing to do with Trusts, be-
yond mere legal title; and they have not the 
power to prevent an Executo·r or Administrator 
selling out or transferring the stock of a 
testator or intestate, and will not entertain any 
question as to the appropriation of the money 
or the execution by him of any of the trusts 
under \vhich a Trustee or Executor may himself 
be bound." 
''In respect to increasing the number of Trus-
tees," he continues, ''I would, on this point, 
suggest that in proportion to any such augmen-
tation, so may trouble and embarrassment 
accrue incident to the decease and removals, &c., 
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of su·ch an increased number of parties as 
Trustees, and considerable inconvenience may 
arise whenever any changes in the investment 
may become necessary.'' 
He winds up by recommending the Society to 
sell out the investment in the English funds, 
and to re-invest the moneys within the Colony, 
as being the course most likely to obviat~ all 
difficulties and inconveniences. 
Chief Justice Bourne points out that n1atters 
the most unlikely and unexpected come before 
courts ·of justic~, and that it would be inad-
visa·ble for him to express any definite opinion 
on. the matter. 
These matters came before the Society at a 
special meeting held on January 6th, 1840, for 
final decisio·n and action:· A very lengthened 
and interesting discussion ensued,- the principal 
speakers being Messrs. Nugent, P. Morris, 
Kough, and Kent. It was decided to take the 
opinion of counsel in England on the question 
of the Society's power under its Act of In-
corporation; and should the opinion be adverse, 
to increase the number of trustees, by appoint-
ing two to act with Mr. Morris, the surviving 
trustee under the arrangements made in 1816. 
Messrs. Patrick Kough and Laurence O'Brien 
were elected for that purpose. The follo,ving 
resolution was then adopted to g-ive effect to 
the intentions of the Society. 
"That a power of attorney be executed by 
Patrick Morris, Esquire, the surviving trustee 
of the Society, for the moneys vested in the 
British consols for the benefit of the Society, 
which power of attorney shall be addressed to 
the firm of )Robertson, Brooking & Garland, 
and shall empo,ver that firm to_ sell out the 
amount of stock vested, and re-invest the same 
immediately in the manner following, that is to 
say, the said firm shall be instructed to procure 
the opinion of Sir \i\Tilliam Follett or of Her 
Majesty·'s Attorney-General in England as to 
whether the Society can, in its own name, legally 
transact business in England, and will be recog-
nised by law upon proof of their incorporatio:1 
here ; and if the said opinion shall be to the 
effect stated, then shall the money so· drawn 
be instantly re-invested in the name of the 
President, officers and members of the Benevo-
lent Irish Society; but should the opinion be 
contrary, then shall the said firm be instructed 
to invest the money so drawn, in the names of 
Trustees to be appointed by the Society." 
lVIr. Morris executed the necessary power of 
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attorney, and the President despatched a letter 
to Messrs. Robertson, Brooking & Garland cor1-
ta1n1ng full instructions and all necessary 
papers to enable them to carry out the wisl1es 
of the Society. In furtherance of these instruc-
tio·ns the London agents had a case prep.ared 
by their solicitors, and submitted to Sir John 
Campbell, then ... t\ttorney-General for England, 
and afterwards Lord Chancellor, for his opinion, 
which was given favourably to the transfer of 
the stock to the Benevolent Irish Society in its 
corporate capacity. 
He co·nsidered that the investment ought to 
be m.ade in the name of the Benevolent Irish 
Society, the nan1e of the Corporation, and not 
in the name of the President, officers and 
members thereof; that the Corporation would 
be recognised as such in England, and that the 
Bank of England would be bound to pay the 
dividends to· a person authorised to receive 
them by a power of attorney under the seal of 
the Corporation, and that such attorney being 
properly empowered might sell and transfer 
such stock. The Bank would not r ecog-nise 
any trust under which the stock was held by 
the Corporation. · 
.Fortunately at this point so.me delay occurred 
in the preparation and execution of a povver of 
attorney fro·m Mr. Morris, the surviving trus-
tee, to· Mr. Brooking containing the necessary 
po·wers to enable him to act on the opinion -of 
the Attorney-Genera] ; for, by private letter 
from Mr. Brooking to Mr. Morris in lYiay, 
1840, he stated that he (Mr. Brooking) had 
h'eard· that the Act of Incorporatio·n, upon \vhich 
all these proceedings hinged, would not receive 
the Royal Assent. All proceedings were con-
sequently stayed until the Society had received 
offical information as to the allowance or other-
wise of the Act. The Act was subsequently 
disallowed by the Crown. The matter did not 
come before the Society until the annual meet-
ing in 1841, when the officers reported : "The 
Act for the Incorporation of the Society , in 
consequence of some slight informality, has not 
received the Royal Assent, but a Bill is now 
in progress through the Legislature which it is 
hoped will meet all objections that were made 
to the ·original Act.'' 
The reasons for not allowing the Act of 
Incorporation appear from a despatch from 
Lord John Russell, the Secretary of State for 
th·e Colonies, to the Governor, dated March 
I sth, I 840. He objected to the Act on the 
His Grace Archbishop Howley laying the Foundation Stone of the O'Donel Memorial Wing. 
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ground that Hit incorporated a charitable 
society without defining the objects of the in-
corporation, or placing any kind of restraint 
on the misuse of tl1e corporate powers of that 
body.'.' 
In order to meet tl1is objection, and remove 
all pretence of disallowing the Act for tl1ese 
reasons, an amended Act was drawn up and 
presented to the Legislature during the session 
of 1841. Lord~ John Russell's objection had 
been based on the form of the Act, particularly 
upon the insertion of the words ''and for other 
purposes'' in the preamble defining the pur-
poses for which tl1e Society \Vas cstablisl1ed, 
and the omission to express clearly tl1e objects 
to \Vl1ich its funds should ce applied. The 
original preamble read tl1at in 1806 Right Rev. 
Dr. O'Donel and other persons, wl1o are named, 
"established and formed ihen1selves into an 
Association or Society under the name and 
title of the Benevolent Irish Society for the 
purpose of providing for the wants of the poor 
and for other purposes." In the amended .\ct 
these objections were n1et, in the first place, by 
leaving .out altogether the obnoxious \vords of 
the preamble and by inserting a clause dealing 
\vi th the application of the properties of the 
Corporation. This new section read : ''Be it 
further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that 
all the rents, revenues, and other properties of 
the said Society shall be devoted to any or all 
of the purposes following, that is to say, to 
providing food, raiment, fuel, medicine and 
medical attendance for the poor, and education 
for the children of the poor, and to the repara-
tion and improvement of the houses and lands 
belonging to the said Society, and to the de-
frayal of the expenses necessarily incident to 
the promotion of the said before-recited objects 
of the Society, and for no otl1er purposes what-
soever.'' 
Surely now the members were entitled to con-
sider their Act of Incorporation secure, and 
open to no further objection on the grounds of 
want of definiteness or clearness of expression. 
The ne\v Act passed the Legislature, was 
assented to by the Governor, and in due course 
\Vas sent forward to be submitted to the ad-
visers of Her Majesty in England. 
In the meantim·e, the Whig Government of 
Lord Melbourne, in which Lord John Russell 
had been Colonial Secretary, had given place 
to the adn1inistration of Sir Robert Peel, witl1 
Lord Stanley as Secretary for the Colonies. 
'I'l1e Act was again disallowed. Ivlr. O'Br1en, 
the President, was informed of this fact by a 
letter from the Governor's Secretary on October 
23rd, 1841. The despatch, disallowing the Act, 
dated 3oth September, 1841, is interesting. 
After referring to the previous Act, disallowed 
by Lord John Russell, Lord Stanley proceeds : 
''The Act, No. 128, repeals the Act to which 
that objection was made, and makes new pro-
visions for the incorporation of the san1e So-
ciety. But the objection raised by tny prede-
cessor to the former Act remains in almost 
unimpaired force, in that vvhich has been so 
substituted for it. 'T'he Society is now per-
manently incorporated for certain charitable 
purposes. It is provided tl1at certain rules 
(which do not app·ear in the Act) shall be the 
rules of the Society, but then, it is declared 
that the Society may, at any time, add to, 
alter, amend or revoke all or any of these rules 
at their discretion. Thus, in fact, the main plans 
and proceedings of this Body are still entirely 
indeterminate, for they are determined only by 
rules which the Society may abrogate at their 
pleasure. 
''And it is inexpedient that any Body of men 
should be invested with a Corporate character 
on terms thus unrestricted. Bei.ng so incorpo-
rated by an Act of Legislature, no abuse or 
1nisuse of their powers will work a forfeiture. 
They are placed beyond the cognizance of the 
Legal Tribunals, and are subject to no control 
but that of the Legislature itself-a control 
\vhich, for obvious reasons, may be inefficient. 
''In addition to this gen·eral objection, I 
observe that there is no apparent necessity for 
such a Corporation. The Society, as it is re-
presented, has existed for thirty-five years, 
'Without any inconvenience from the want of a 
Corporate character. Further, I observe that 
all persons vvho are not of Irish descent are 
excluded from this Body; so long as it ex-
isted merely as a private association, tl1is \vas 
a rule witl1 which the Government could have 
no claim to interfere. But the establishment 
of such an exclusion by a direct i\ct of legisla-
tion vvould make the Government parties to a 
regulation to which, vvhen so sanctioned, there 
are great objections. There is an obvious ten-
dency in such societies to assume a political 
cl1aracter, and to separate the people into dis-
• • t1nct sections. 
"I have also reason to conclude that there 
· arc in N e\vfoundland other exclusive societies 
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of the same kind, nor can I doubt that if the 
present Act is confirmed by Her Majesty each 
~f these bo·dies will apply to the L1egislature for 
similar Acts of Incorporation. It would lJe 
impossible to refuse such applications \vithout 
incurring the well-founded reproach of partiality, 
or to assent to tliem without creating by laws 
·virtuallv irrevocable the means of perpetuating 
., 
in the Colony the animosities conn.ected with 
national distinctions. 
''For these reasons I have advised the Queen 
to disallo·w both this Act and the Act repealed 
by it, and I enclose Order in Council, passed by 
Her Majesty in Co·uncil on the 14th i11st., dis-
allowing them accordingly. 
that on the death of the sole surviving trustee 
complications might arise, which could be 
avoided by associating with him more members 
of the Society. Accordingly, Messrs. I..~aurence 
O'Brien, Patrick Kough, John Kent, and 
James Tobin were appointed additional trustees, 
and henceforth these gentlemen, with lYir. 
Morris, were oonstituted trust;ees for tl1c So-
ciety, and the trust funds transferred to th'eir 
joint names. 
These negotiations were principally aimed at 
securing the moneys invested in tl1e British 
Consols. The other property of the Society 
consisted of the land and Orphan Asylun1 on 
Queen's Ro·ad. The grant of this property ha·d 
"STANLEY." been issued in the names of Messrs. Morris, 
It is !evident from this despatch that the Hogsett, and D·o·yle, an·d their successors as 
real reason which cause~ Her Majesty's Goven1- President, Vice-President, and First Assistant. 
ment to disallow the Act was that the Society In 1839 Mr. Patrick Morris purchased a piece 
incorporated was exclusively composed of Irisl1- of land to the eastward of and adjoining the land 
men and men of Irish desc~nt. The objection of the Society. It was thought desirable to 
to the form of the Act is the merest quibbling have both these lots included in Otlr grant. 
and trifling. Lord Stanley could not have The negotiations for this purpose opened in 
asked the advice of the law officers of the 1839, but were not completed until the end of 
Crown or he would hav1e learned that a Bo·dy 1842. Some difficulty \vas raised by the Attorney-
Incorporated by Act of Parliament is strictly General as to the right of the Cro\vn to· cancel 
circumscribed by the objects for which it was the original grant, as that instrument contained 
In.corporated, and. that it could legally do r1o no reservation of any such. right. Ho·wever, 
act inconsistent with, or for which authority by the interest ·taken by the Go·vernor in the 
could not be found in, its ch.arter. When, Institution, and by th·e perseverance of Mr. 
therefore, he says the Society was' 'invested with O'Brien, the President, a grant was issued in 
a corporate character in terms unrestricted" the name of the Society. 
and was ''placed beyond the cognizance of the Th·e internal business affairs of the Society \vere 
Legal Tribunals,'' he does not state th·e true now placed on a more systematic basis. In the 
legal position of the Society. He surely ought meantime, under the impetus given to the 
to have kno-vvn th.at any rule or any amend- schools by the Legislative grant in 1836, and 
m.ent, addition or alteration of a rule of the by the improved system of education whicl1 the 
Society, \v.hich was not comprehended within Society was, by the aid of that grant, enabled 
! 'providing for the wants of the poor,'' or any to establish, and by the excellent rest1lts which· 
application of the funds to purposes other than the operation of the new rules of the scho·ol 
those set forth in the section above quoted from committee had accomplished, the scholars in-
the amended Act were ultra 'Vi1'es, and as such creased in number and in proficiency. rfhe 
would be promptly disallowed by the Courts. accommodation afforded in the Orphan Asylum 
His despatch would have been more creditable \Vas fast becoming insufficient. It was neces-
to him had he, without subterfuge or quibbling, sary to increase it. This could not be done 
boldly placed his disallowance on the narrow from the funds of the Society·, which were 
g round "that all persons who· are not Irish or already fully burdened by the regular demands 
of Irish descent are excluded from this body." upon them f~or charity and for school equipment 
The Society appreciated the real reasons for and maintenance. Mr. Richard H·o·wley, the 
the disallowance, and abandoned al1 further 'energetic chairman of the school co·mmittee for 
efforts to obtain its Act of Incorporation. It 1841, father of His Grace Archbishop Ho\vley, 
proceeded to deal with its investment ln tl1e prepared a petition for presentation to the 
manner least likely, i11 its unincorporated char- House of Assembly, and br.ought it before the 
acter, to cause inconvenience. It was th.ought Society. After some difference of opinion as 
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to the form of the petition, it \\·as decided to 
present it at the tl1en current sessions of the 
Legislature. The petition sets out : ''There 
are at present 400 scholars educated there (the 
Orpl-.an Asylum School), an1ongst \Yhon1 arc 
some gro\vn-up young tnen fro1n various parts 
of the island, and many of the sealing vessels 
frotn hence and from Conception Bay are navi-
gated this spring by persons \vho have thus 
availed then1selvcs of this Establisl1ment, and 
your petitioners look: for\vard to no distant 
period \vith the gratifying hope of seeing the 
\vhole or greater part of the marine of the 
country n1anned by such individuals. 
John l{ent and John V. Nugent. 1-\ sum ot 
£300 \vas included in the Supply Bill for the 
year for in1provements to the Orphan Asylum 
School. The President had some difficulty in 
getting possession of this money after it \vas 
voted. The Governor \vished for inforn1ation 
as to the particulars of any contract \vhich 
might have been entered into for the perfor-
n1ance of the \\"Ork of irnproven1ent. 
Plans and specifications \vere prepared by 
l\1essrs. l{ough and Purcell, and a contract 
entered into \vith 1\lr. Paul Hennessy fo.r the 
execution of the \vork, under the supervision 
of l\r1essrs. l(ough and Purcell. Upon these 
OLD OliPHAN ASYLUM. 
''It is, under such circumstances, a source 
of deep regret to your petitioners to be obliged 
{from \vant of sufficient accomn1odation) to cur-
tail the g·ro\ving usefulness of the Establish-
ment, and purely from the desire of satisfying 
the \vishes of the numerous applicants for ad-
mission, arc impelled humbly to solicit fron1 
your Honourable House such a sum as in your 
wisdotn you may deem fit for defraying the 
expenses of a conten1plated addition to the 
building, and thereby enable them to perfect 
those useful measures \vhich the Benevolent 
Irish Society had in vie\v when the school \vas 
founded. On behalf of the Committee, 
''RICHARD Ho\VLEY, Chair1nan. '' 
The petition \Vas presented to the House by 
Mr. L. O'Brien, and supported by Messrs. 
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prelin1inaries being· cornpleted, they were sub-
mitted to His Excellency the GoYernor, and 
approved of by him, \Vho then sent his warrant 
for the paytnent of the money granted. He 
considered it his duty under the tern1s of the 
allocation to see that all these matters were 
finalized before the money was paid over. 
By these plans it \vas proposed to build to 
the east\vard of the Orphan Asylun1, and erect 
a tower in the fran t centre of the building, 
\vhich, while giving the Society and the school 
more room, would, at the same time, add con-
siderably to the appearance of the building. 
The land 'vhich had been purchased in 1839, 
and \vl1ich adjoined that originally granted to 
the Society in the east, gave ample space for 
this purpose, \vithout much rock cutting. The 
J. CURTIN. 
M. DOOLEY. 
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entire piece of land included in both lots was 
ill-suited for building purposes. It consisted 
of a steep hill composed of hard, slatey rock, 
which, to be available for buildings, would n'eed 
extensive excavation. A cotnparatively small 
area fronting on Queen's Road was alone avail-
able for the proposed extension. 
The work progressed very slowly, and much 
fault was found with the contractor because 
of delays for which he could not give any satis-
factory explanation. It was found that the 
cost of the work greatly exceeded the estimat:e. 
The ordinary resources of the Society were 
already too small to pay current iCxpenditure 
and carry on its charitable work. Under these 
circumstances the Legislature, in furtherance 
of education, made a further grant in aid of the 
building. Though the work dragged out slowly 
through the years 1842 an·d 1843, and was not 
complet~d in 1844, the result vvas m~ost pleas-
ing. Dr. Fleming, in the last-named year, 
refers to the fact that "the Benevolent Irish 
Society have enlarged their scho·olhouse, giving 
it an extensive and lofty portico in front, with 
an observatory at top." This and other build-
ings, he says, "impart an air of itnprov;ement 
(to the town), particularly gratifying, and being 
placed on commanding sites, have an excellent 
effect as yo·u enter the harbor." 
The Society had no warmer friend than his 
Lordship Bishop Fleming. ''1 e have seen the 
invaluable service rendered by . him vvThen the 
Orphan Asyl·um was built, and th~ courage and 
determination \Vith which he insisted on the 
scl1olars attending the schools, and on their 
obtaining religious instruction. He was one of 
the most generous contributors to· the charities 
of the Soc~ety, and to, the supp·o·rt of its schoo.J. 
Every page o{ its rec~rds contains rrtention of 
the deep sen.se of gratitude and veneration 
which the members and the Body entertained 
for the Bisho·p. On one occasion some diffi-
culty aros.e, owing to the failure of the Legis-
lature to renew the Education Act, in obtaining 
payment of the annual grant to, the school. 
Dr. Fleming took the matter up, and promptly 
obtained the m~oney. In their report to the 
3ociety the officers say : "The expiry of the 
Education Act, a Bill fo·r its renewal having 
been lost in last session, excited in the mind 
of the Society apprehensions that their means 
during th·e year \vould have been greatly 
straitened by the \vithdrawal of the annual grant 
of £ Ioo, bu-t · the untiring solicittJde of the Right 
Rev. Dr. Fleming, the Roman Catholic Bish-op 
of this island, for all that is interesting to· the 
poor an·d the destitute, and particularly to pro-
mote the great objects of yo·ur Society in a 
spirit of benevolence the most praisevvorthy, 
caused the Governor to be metnoralised upo·n 
the subject, and obtained from his Excellency the 
immediate issue of a \Varrant for the amount.'' 
'~But,'' the officers continue, ''the claims of 
his Lord1ship upon your Society were not con-
fined to these exertions. He was ever the 
most watchful over the interests of your Body. 
His solicitude for the alleviation of human 
wretchedness prompted him at all times to lend 
you a cor·dial support and co-operation in the 
removal of the miseries of the poor. His 
anxiety for the development of the mental 
resources ·of the destitute at all times, urged 
him to lend yo·ur important educational estab-
lishment his countenance and assistance; and 
even on th~e occasion before referred to \vhere 
so recently an·d so stro·ngly-unsolicited by 
you or by any one of you-he generously and 
charitably sought for, and obtained, the usual 
grant of £Ioo in aid of th~e school fund, awak-
ened the gratitude of the Body.'' 
Some years before this he had, as a marl< 
of gratitude and esteem, been made \ 1ice-Patron 
of the Society, the Governor being the Patron. 
This close intercourse with the every-day 
workings of the Society bespeaks the \VOnderful 
energy and untiring zeal of his Lo·rdship to 
supply the material and spiritual needs of his 
people, particularly when it is remembered that 
during these years he was engaged in an un-
ceasing struggle to impro·ve the affairs of the 
diocese, which then extend·ed over the vvhole 
island. 
In 1833, as has been related, Right Rev. Dr. 
Fleming accomplished, in the establishment of 
the Presentation nuns in St. John's, one of his 
most cherished plans for the elevation of his 
congregation. It is impossible to realise at 
the present day what this undertakin,g meant to 
the Bishop; but he was not a man whorn diffi-
culties deterred. His limited means wer.e 
scarcely sufficient to defray the ordinary current 
expenses of his expensiv:e diocese. ''Yet,'' he 
says, in a letter to the Very Rev. Dr. Spratt, 
"trusting in the benevolence of n1y people, but 
still more in Him \vho watches over the vvelfare 
of His little ones, I took my resolution at once 
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and established in St. John's a Presentation 
Convent, entirely at my own personal cost"-
\Vtth what success has been already related. 
No sooner had he established this great educa-
tional institution, than he turned his attention to 
the construction of a suitable edifice to take 
the place of the "Old Chapel," which had been 
erected by Bishop O'Donel in the year 1784. 
'fhe "Old Chapel~' had suited the needs of the 
congregation in those pioneer days. It vvas 
now, however, unfit for use as a place of public 
\vorship. It \vas old and dilapidated. The 
lease upon which the ground was held was 
about to expire. It could not contain the large 
and increasing congreg~tion of the capital. ''In 
the midst of the winter," writes Dr. Fleming, 
''on ev·ery Sunday you may behold several 
hundreds of poor people assisting at the Holy 
Sacrifice, exposed to the piercing winds, to 
the pelting- of the bitter sno\v-drifts, and kneel-
ing embedded in snow, and this building, being 
incapable from \Vant of space of any increase 
or addition, I thought it tny duty to God, to 
the people committed to my care, to give them, 
if possible, a Temple superior to any other in the 
Island.'' He decided to erect a Cathedral, 
\vhich would be ''a pledg-e of the permanency 
of our holy religion.'' His first object was to 
secure a site upon \vhich to place the projected 
Cathedral. l-Ie selected the spot upon which 
the Cathedral now stands- a magnificent site. 
It commands views of the city, the harbor, the 
ocean, and a vast expanse of country. It was 
to the eastward of Fort Townshend, and had 
previously been used by the garrison as a vvood-
ya rd. It vvas necessary to obtain a grant of 
this land from the Imperial authorities. J1or 
this purpose h e memorialised the Go\~ernment 
in 1834, but he met with such bitter and narrov.r 
opposition that it took him nearly five years of 
incessant agitation and contention before he 
finally succeeded in obtaining the consent of the 
Government to the issue of the grant. He 
crossed the Atlantic five times to press his 
request. It vvas not until April, 1838, that he 
finally succeeded in his object. 
During th1s struggle the Bishop had the strong 
sympathy of the Benevolent Irish Society. 
Prior to his departure for Europe in July, I 836, 
to urge his petition for the land on 'vhicl1 to 
erect the Cathedral, the Society, after wishing 
him success in his mission, refers to his past 
labours- in the cause of religion and education 
in the follo\ving terms : 
"Your labours for the improvement of yout 
congregation are before them, and vve are sure 
will meet amongst them, not only a marl{ed 
approval, but their warm gratitude; but the 
Benevolent Irish Society can see, rest1lting fron1 
these exertions, particularly since your I..~ord­
shi p 's elevation to the Episcopacy, the country 
improved and beautified by the elegant and 
tasteful structure raised almost entirely at 
your 01iVn individual expense, and the cause of 
education enhanced and promoted to an extent 
so extraordinary as could alone have been accon1-
plished in that short time by tl1e most ardent 
zeal, aided by disinterested and charitable sacri-
fice of almost the entire of the revenues contri-
buted exclusively by your own congregation for 
your own maintenance and support." The 
prominent men1bers of the Society were the -
Bisl1op's chief advisers. Immediately after his 
arrival in Liverpool he writes to Rev. Fr. Troy, 
Vicar-General and Adn1inistrator of the diocese, 
announcing his safe arrival, and desiring to be 
remembered to his_ people, particularly Messrs. 
Nugent, Kent, Doyle, S. Morris, Dillon, and 
O'Mara, all of whom were then or had recently 
been officers of the Benevolent Irish Society. 
Again, in August, 1838, when the Bishop 
returned to the Colony crowned with the success 
of all his labours, and rejoicing in the defeat of 
his enemies, the Society once more addressed 
him in words of admiration, esteem and grati-
tude: 
"The services you have done this country 
are only ~quailed by the untiring zeal \vhich 
stimulates you to renewed exertions. · You 
have extended religion. You have fostered 
charitable institutions. You have enabled the 
operative classes· to obtain an education useful, 
refined, and religious, and of a character 
superior to any that can be acquired th.rough 
the mere medium of money. In the discharge 
of the varied and high duties consequent on 
your sacred calling, you have encountered many 
severe trials. You have borne them with meek-
ness and conquered them by perseverance ; and 
from our knov.rledRe of the generous enth.usiasn1 
of your nature 've know that the heartfelt 
gratitude of your flocl{ and the respect of e·very 
good man is a full reward to you for a life of 
labour." 
During the years 1839 and 1840 the Bishop 
was occupied with preparations for the erection 
of the Cathedral. The land recently acquired 
from th'e Government was fenced. Everything 
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was got ready, ''and in less than twenty 
minutes these nine acres of ground \vere en-
closed \vith a substantial fenc'e six feet high." 
Plans and specifications ,,·ere prepared and 
approved of. A model of the \Vork \vas exe-
cuted in Dublin for the use of the builders. 
Building materials \Vere accumulated on the 
ground, and the foundation \vas excavated. 
Everything was ready for the laying· of the 
foundation stone in the month of l\1ay, 1841. 
On lV1ay 13th the Bishop sent the follo,ving 
letter to Mr. Laurence O'Brien, the President 
of the Benevolent Irish Society : 
"May I beg the favour of your laying before 
the members of th\e Society my earnest hope 
and respectful prayer that they honour the cere-
mony of laying the foundation stone of the 1\ e\v 
Cathedral, by walking as a Body in procession 
from the Catholic Chapel , on Thursday next. 
''I hope the Society \vill not deem me \vant-
ing in due consideration towards a Body, of 
which I regard it so high an honour to be a 
member, by having included them in the pub-
lished programme of the order of procession, 
without making previous application, and that 
if any apology should be necessary, my enthus-
iasm in the preparations for this sacred cause 
will plead my excuse before the Society. I 
have the honour to remain, my dear sir, your 
much obliged humble servant, 
+ MICHAEL AXTIIOXY FLEMIXG. '' 
The sublime and ·imposing ceremony of bless-
ing and laying the foundation stone took place 
on Ascension Thursday, May 2oth, 1841. The 
Society met in the Orphan Asylum Scl1ool in1-
mediately after last l\1ass, when it proceeded 
to the Old ChaiJ~l to take its part in the pro-
gramme arranged for the occasion. The pro-
cession, headed by the Cross, passed through 
the streets from the place of assembly by way 
of \\1 ater Street, Cochrane Street, and l\1ilitary 
Road, to the site of the ~ ew Cathedral. Im-
mediately in front of the Society was a banner 
\vith an. embroidered figure of St. Patrick. 
This was followed closely by one \vith a figure 
of Daniel O'Connell. It was estin1atcd at the 
time that from ten to twelve thousand people 
took part in th'~ procession. Right Rev. Dr. 
Fleming addressed the people on the magni-
tude of the work, the obstacles he had to con-
tend \vith, and the \vonderful faith and zeal 
\vhich they had displayed in helping to the 
su~cess of his efforts. The sum of ro,4oo 
dollars \Vas collected on the ground, in volun-
tary donations. 1'he Society returned to its 
hall at about six o'clock in the afternoon. The 
\vhole ceremony occupied the space of six 
hours. 
In November, 1841, Dr. Flerning again \Vas 
obliged to go to Europe, to procure priests and 
to transact some business matters connected 
with the ne\v Cath~dral. The Benevolent Irish 
Society availed of the occasion of l1is depar-
ture to escort him from the episcopal residence 
to the \vharf of Mr. John I{.ent, where he em-
barked, and where he \Vas presented \vith an 
address \vhich voiced the sentiments of the 
Society on the great work which he had accorn-
plishcd in the diocese. 
"If, My Lore," states this address, "upon 
former occasions the Society felt themselves 
bound to be foremost in sustaining your Lord-
ship by a public manifestation of their grati-
tud e and confidence amid the difficulties through 
\vhich you \vere struggling, and in pouring the 
balm of our cordial sympathy upon feelings 
outraged by slander and misrepresentation, a 
much more pleasing duty devolves upon us 
to-day \vhen \Ve assembl e to congratulate your 
Lordship upon difficulties surmounted, enemies 
disappointed. 
''\\re have regarded with astonishment and 
admiration the wondrous work accomplished 
by your Lordship in the prosecution of the 
erection of your Cathedral from means so humble, 
that, to any other but your Lordship, success 
\vould have appeared impossible. \\1 e have 
beheld your incessant, untiring labours, your 
daily sacrifice of personal comfort, and yet have 
seen all your other episcopal duties as care-
fully and judiciously discharg cd as if your time 
were not thus taxed, nor your health endang·ered 
by continuous and uninterrupted toil. 
"\'/ e \vitness the beautiful structure, rising 
before us as if by magic, to \vhich posterity 
will proudly point-the Catholics as a monu-
ment of the piety of their prelate, and the 
citizens as a memorial of the patriotis1n of a 
Catholic priest, \vho, in his zeal to advance the 
interests of his religion, had not forg-otten the 
physical improvement of his country." 
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The Bishop's reply to this address contains a 
high tribute to the Society. He says : 
"It was my first duty on landing on these 
shores to have myself enrolled a member of that 
body (the Benevolent Irish Society), \vhose 
benevolence \vas not in name only, but to \vhose 
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universal charity and philanthropy natives of 
every clime and votaries of every creed re-
lieved from the pangs of hunger, soothed and 
comforted in sickness, defended fror11 cold by 
comfortable clothing, and the young n1ind 
moulded to virtue by education, bore the amplest 
testimony. It \Vas your Society, therefore, 
that gave the exarnple, and recreant, indeed, 
should be the ecclesiastic \vho would hesitate 
to follow.'' 
In 1841 Major-General Sir John I-Iarvey suc-
ceeded Captain Prescctt as Governor of the 
Colony. He arrived in St. John's during the 
month of August. An address of welcome was 
presented to him by the Benevolent Irish So-
ciety. He became, in observance of the usual 
practice, the Patron of the Society, and was 
presented with the Rules and Constitution of 
the Society. He was a regular contributor to 
the funds, and did all in his power to advance 
the interests of the Institution. 
In the same year an address of congratula-
tion was forwarded by the Society through His 
Excellency the Governor to Her lYiajesty the 
Queen and Prince Consort on the birth of the 
Prince of \i\T ales, his present Majesty, King 
Edward VII., to which the following reply was 
received : 
''Windsor Castle, 
SIR, January 26th, 1842. 
I have not failed to lay before the Prince the 
address (transmitted to me by Lord Stanley) of 
the Benevolent Irish Society of Newfoundland, 
and I am cotnmanded by His Royal HighJ.?-ess 
to offer his heartfelt thanks for their congratu-
lations on the happy event of the birtl1 of an 
Heir Apparent, and for their kind expressions 
towards Her Majesty the Queen and His Royal 
Highness. I have the honour to be, Sir, your 
most obedient servant, 
G. ANSON. 
\ ·Villi am Power, Secretary.'' 
While the Society was arranging its internal 
business affairs, and was giving aid and sym-
pathy to Dr. Fleming, and receiving his coun-
tenance and encouragement, the \vants of the 
poor were carefully attended to, in accordance 
with the original spirit of the Institution. The 
experience of the Committee of Charity in 1839 
warned it to husoand its resources during the 
following summer and autumn in anticipation 
of a repetition of the almost universal distress 
during the ensuing winter. Their anticipations 
were fully realised, for the most general poverty 
.· 
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prevailed through the winter of 1840. At the 
annual meeting the entire funds of the Society 
were devoted to the relief of the poor during 
the quarter preceding the May meeting. 1\ 
special meeting was summoned on 1VIarch 1st, 
to take the situation into consideration and de--
vise the best means to cope \vith it. In the 
meantime, however, the Legislature had pro-
vided a large amount for relief, which lessened 
the. numbers dependent on the funds of the 
Society. 
During tl1e summer of 1839 the circun1stances 
of the passengers on board the brig "Industry," 
which had put into port on a voyage from Corl< 
to Quebec, "'ere reported to the Society as being 
very distressful, and such that they could not 
proceed to their destination. A sum of £25 
was placed in the hands of the Committee of 
Charity to be expended for their relief, if found 
necessary. Enquiry was made by the Chair-
man vvho discovered that the case had been 
greatly exaggerated, but that it was necessary 
in some cases to afford assistance. 'fhe sum 
of £12 4s. 3d. \vas sufficient to cover all the 
occasion den1anded. 
A similar occurrence vvas reported in July, 
I 840, by Father John F orris tal. The brig 
"Monica," of Litnerick, bound for Quebec with 
a number of poor Irisl1 emigrants on board, 
put into St. John's, sl1ort of provisions. The 
Society voted£ 15 fron1 its funds, and appointed 
a Committee to assist Fr. Forristal in mal(ing 
a collection through the town. Sufficient sup-
plies were purchased, and the vessel enabled 
to proceed on her voyage. A surplus fund re-
mained in the hands of the committee after all 
the needs of the brig "Monica" had been Stlp-
plied, which was expended to relieve the dis-
tress of a number of German emigrants, sur-
vivors of the wreck of the ''Florence,'' which 
had been lost, with many lives, on the \vestern 
shore of the island, whilst on a voyage fron1 
Antwerp to Nevv York. 
It will be ren1en1bered that the Society, some 
tvventy years before the period no\v under revie\v, 
l1ad formulated a plan for encouraging the culti-
vation of the soil. This subject had always 
been a matter of most earnest concern to Hon. 
Patrick Morris, so many years President of the 
Benevolent Irish Society. From time to time 
during these years, whether as President or 
only as a private in the ranl{s, Mr. Morris had 
exerted himself most strenuously to direct the 
energies of the members to agriculture. He 
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had also, as a public man and member of the 
Legislature, taken every opportunity to impress 
on the peo_p1e its importaEce in bt-1ilding up th.e 
national prosperity of the country. -In 184o-_I 
the first serious efforts were made to-encourage 
this industry. Agricultural Societies were 
formed. Roads had been made in all direc-
tions through the surrounding country, and laws 
passed to facilitate the acquisition and cultiva-
tion of the land.. In the years that interven.ed 
bet\veen 1836 and 1845, the value of the· in-
dustry had increased phenomenally. The esti-
mated valu.e of the land in cultivation and the 
agricultural stock increased in those years by 
;[399,371, and the increase in the annual value 
of agricultural produce for th~e same period was 
£II,I20. 
In the year 1840 Mr. Morris was once again 
President of the Society. He again urges this 
important subject on the men1bers. \i\Tith this 
object in view, h·e inserted in the report of the 
officers to the Society an appeal to the mem-
bers in the following terms : 
"It is no\v upwards of t\:venty years since 
the Society· recommended to the industrious 
classes the cultivation of the soil as their best 
and mo,st certain resource. A considerable 
portion of the Society's funds \:vere for many 
years appropriated for the purchase of seed 
potatoes and in assisting parties to procure 
land. At that time considerable difficulties 
stood in the way of obtaining land, and yet, 
not\vithstanding, hundreds turned their atten-
tion to its cultivation, and it can be said without 
contradiction that no industrious man that 
attended to this advice did not better his con-
dit ion by doing so. 
"The great facilities recently afforded by the 
local government for the attainment and pur-
chase of land tht ew it open to the poorest man 
to obtain a sufficient quantity for culti,ration. 
The officers, therefore, strongly recommended 
to their brother members to join 'vith them in 
the most strenuous endeavours to induce the 
labouring classes more generally to turn their 
attention to the cultivation of the soil as the 
most certain though it may be a slo':v mode of 
raising them to a state of comfort and inde-
pendence.'' 
This ~dvice 'vas truly \vithin the objects of 
the founders of the Society, 'vhen they inserted 
amongst the duties of the Committee of Charity 
the obligation ''to encourage industry by the 
.. 
aid of the funds of the Society, where they 
can be made really conducive thereto." 
The .interest thus ma-nifested in the pursttit 
of ·agriculture did . n-ot prevent the Society from 
making use of the school to train the boys and 
young m~en wh·o attended there in the science 
of th.e sea, m~ost useful to a fishing and mari-
time population such as that of Newfoundland. 
During the year 1842 a set of valuable nautical 
instruments was imported for the use of the 
schools. These additions to the equipment of 
the schools were exceedingly usefuL Mr. 
Grace, the worthy teacher, \vrites to the school 
committee that "the maps and charts being on 
a large scale, enable the youth the more 
readily to trace the boundaries of the different 
oountries, while the splendid pair of globes 
afford means for th·e ap·plication and illustra-
tion. of spherical trigonometry. 
"The azimuth compass, while it enables 
min·or classes in navigation to acquire correct 
altitudes and azimuths, also assists the higher 
classes in taking the bearings of celestial ob-
jects. 
"It also enables the youthful astronon1er to 
distinguish the planets from the fixed stars, and 
to trace them through the various constella-
tions, bringing to view, at the same tirne, stars 
and planets not otherwise observable. 
"Its use when set as a transit instrument is 
invaluable. By it the passage of the sun, moon 
or stars over the meridian, or of a planet over 
the sun's disc, is observed with great accuracy. 
Aided by the use of your valuable sextant, the 
calculation of the apparent sidereal and mean 
time is reduced to great simplicity, affording as 
it does an unerring method of ascertaining the 
rate of the chronometer, \vhich, in a country 
destitute of an observatory, is of the greatest 
utility." 
This letter gives an understanding of the 
practical character of the education conducted 
in the schools. The astronomical instruments 
were placed in the ''Observatory,'' v.rhich had 
been built on the top of the central tower. 
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During the years 1842 and 1843 the office of 
President was fill~ed by: Hon. James Tobin. 
Mr. Tobin was a very capable and successful 
business man. He was born in Ireland, and 
had come to this country w·hen quite a young 
man. He took a prominent part in the public 
life of the Colony. He was a member of the 
Legislative Council for a number of years. In 
the Society for a number of years prior to his 
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election to the Presidency he had taken an 
active and zealous interest. He -vvas one of 
the trustees of the Society's funds, and pro-
moted by his talents and energ·y tnany useful 
measures for the benefit and prosperity of the 
Institution. 
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The completion of this building had been de-
layed by some trouble -vvhich arose bet\veen 
the contractor and his work111en, \vhic11 was 
finally arranged by a committee of the Society. 
The Orphan Asylum \Vas in need of repairs 
and alterations to make it mor·~ convenie11t for 
Ho~BLE. J .A~tEs 1 'o BI1:T, 
Two years P residen t Benevolen t Irish Soc:ety. 
In the same year, 1843, the building Yvhich 
had been erected to the eastward of the Orpha n 
Asylum was taken possession of by t l1e tea cl1er , 
Mr. John Grace. It was comfortablv ft1rnisl1ed 
,I 
by the Society, and afforded a cony~eni ent l1on1 e 
to Mr. Grace in close proximity to his chools. 
t he \\~ork~ of th e Socie ty . In 1844 a con1n1it t c~ 
,~ ... as appointed to ex a n1ine t l1e building a nd 
a dvise the S oc iet:r a s to the ch a ng es that 
houl d lJe ma de to suit its needs. T h e building-
'\a u ed f r a va rie ty o f purp os es c o ntlec ted 
\vith the S o cie ty . I t \\ .. a s its g 11eral p la ce of 
meeting; it was the depot from \vhich its chari-
ties were distributed; it was its schoolhouse, 
and in it \vere held its annual dinners and balls. 
The Committee reported that a nev; entrance 
at the eastern end of the building, a flight of 
stairs, some alterations in the doors and land-
ings for the more convenient use of the rooms, 
were desirable. These rna tters \vcre itnme-
diately executed, and by the spring of I845 they 
had been completed. The interior of the 
Asylum was co·mpletely ren·ovated. It \vas 
opened in January by a public breakfast and ball. 
The finances of the Society were in a tnost 
satisfactory condition. In I843 the Legisla-
ture had adopted a scheme of education for 
the Colony. It appropriated the sum of £s,Ioo 
for that purpose, which was distributed de-
nominationally, and placed under the adminis-
tration of Education Boards appointed in dis-
tricts created bv the Act. Out of this fund 
the sum -{)f £.;I so was app.ropriated to the 
Orphan Asylum Schools of the Benevolent Irish 
Society. The funds of the Society invested 
in the British Consols produced only three per 
cent. per annum interest. It was thought that 
if these securities were sold out and the money 
reinvested in the public funds of the Colony 
the security would be quite as safe, \vhilst the 
income derived by the Institution would be 
doubled-the Colony at that time paid six per 
cent. per annum on its public debt. The matter 
was discussed at considerable 11~ngth at meet-
ings held on the 26th of May and the 2nd of 
June, I844, when it was unanimously resolved : 
''That the Trustees of this Society be forth-
with instructed to withdraw fron1 the British 
funds th;~ stock of this Body, and vest the same 
in the public securities of this Island.'' 
This was done. l\1essrs. Robertson and 
Brooking w·ere instructed accordingly, and the 
sum of £2,ooo was invested in th e debentures 
of the Colony. This sum was mad\~ up of the 
sum of £I,S77 6s. sd. sterling realised on the 
sale of the English stock, to which was added 
by the Society £I s6 I 3S. 7d.' making jn all 
£I ,734 sterling, amounting at t\vo-thirteenths 
exchange to £2,000 ISS. 4d. CUrrency, \Yhich 
produced a fixled annual revenue of £I 20 cur-
rency. 
At no period of the Society's history had its 
condition and prosr:ects presented so flattering· 
a view as these figures show that it attained in 
I845· Its means of promoting the charitable 
designs of its founders were greatly enhanced; 
besides the liberal grants \vhich the Legislature 
made for th··c relief of the poor considerably 
lessened the number of claimants on the charity 
of the Society. The prevailing prosperity of 
the Society was availed of to increase the 
funded property of the Institution. At the 
quarterly meeting in N" ovember, r845, the sun1 
of £2oo \vas directed to be added to the 
amount invested in the debentures of the 
Colony. 
Mr. Grace, the teacher in the Orphan Asylum 
Schools, had b·een a valuable and efficient ser-
vant of the Society. To his zeal and unceas-
ing energy were due the excellent results which 
had bteen attained in this depart1nent. He 
had been teacher since the opening 10f the 
schools in the Orphan Asylum in r8z6. He 
was beginning to show the effects of his years 
of toil by his impaired health. His duties had 
been greatly increased by the recent addition to 
the school. He had, except for a very short 
period, do·ne all th~e t eaching in junior and 
senior departments during all these years with-
out any assistance except such as monitors 
appointed from amongst the scholars could 
give him. Mr. Howley brought his claims to 
have an assistant befort.e the quarterly n1eeting 
in November, I84S· He considered that the 
prosperous condition of the Society, and tl1e 
heavy nature of the duties devolving on th· ~ 
teacher, imposed on the Society an obligation 
to appoint an assistant, not only to relieve l\1r. 
Grace, but in the interest of the schools them-
selves. A committee was appointed to select a 
competent assistant, to receive tenders, and 
select the most eligible from amongst those who 
offered. Several applications werle sent in, and, 
after careful enquiry, Mr. John Roche \vas 
chosen to fill the position. 
In the year I846 St. John's was again almost 
entirely destroyed by fire . On the gth of June 
three-fourths of the city was reduced to ruin, 
more than 2,ooo houses being destroyed, and 
fully r 2 ,ooo people rendl~red homeless. The 
fire started in the west end of the town, and 
sweeping before a strong westerly wind, it 
spread to its east1ern limits. It destroyed 
nearly all the public buildings, including the 
new convent of the Presentation nuns on Long's 
Hill, court house, banks, Government buildings 
and mercantile pren1ises . 'T'h:e Orphan Asylum 
escaped the general ruin owing to its site being 
in the rear of the to\vn and out of the track of 
the fire. The Go·vernor, Sir John Harvey, took 
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energetic measures to prevent a state of starva-
tion. He placed an embargo on the export of 
provisions. He despatched vessels to Canada 
and New York for supplies, and called the 
Leg·islature together at once. Canada, Halifax, 
Quebec, Prince Edvvard 's Island, and Boston, 
sent contributions. The Imperial Government 
also generously sent a large amount to be ex-
pended in relief \vorks. 
The Local Legislature was conven·ed at once, 
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the Legislature so promptly to consider the 
best means of alleviating the distress produced 
by the destruction of the greater part of the 
town by fire, have great satisfaction in lending 
their humble co-operation by acceding to His 
Excelh~ncy's request to grant the use of the 
Orphan .. t\sylum for the accommodation of the 
General Assembly in the approaching session.'' 
This resolution was immediately cotnmuni-
cated to His Excellency by the President. 
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One year _Fresident Benevolent Irish Society. 
and took the most liberal measures to meet the 
awful condition of the people. It vvas called 
together \vithin a \veek after the fir'e. There 
was no place in which it could assen1ble. 
1\pplication \vas made to the Hon. John Kent, 
President of the Benevoh~nt Irish Society, for 
the use of the Orphan Asylum for that purpose. 
lVIr. Kent called the Society together, when the 
following nesolution was unanimously adopted : 
"That this Society, appreciating the benevo-
lent motives of His Excellency in convening 
.. 
The Society also appropriated its rooms for 
the use of the commercial body, and of the 
General Relief Committee which had charge 
of the distribution of the provisions, clothing 
and building material generally, gi·v'en botl1 by 
outside donors and within the Colony. Its 
cellars \Vere used for the purpose of storing 
supplies of the Committee. It was thought 
best to merge the work of the Committee of 
Charity into that of the General Relief Com-
mittee appointed from the citizens at large. 
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This unity of n1anagen1ent t ~nded to harn1ony 
and greater usefulness. 
The haYoc caused by this terrible disaster 
\vas increased a fe\v months later by a storn1 of 
unexan1plcd viol'ence \vhich S\vept over tl1e un-
fortunate city, destroying houses, fishing prop-
erty, Yessels, and a large portion of the products 
of the sun1mer 's fishery. 
1~hese accun1ulated disasters l'cft the people 
in a state of extren1e distress during the ensuing 
\Vinter; but the efforts of the joint con1mittec 
\Vere unceasing, and the systen1 of relief adopted 
enabled it to do the greatest possible good \vith 
the means at its disposal. The \vintcr \vas a 
terrible experience, but when th~~ spring opened 
and the fishery operations got under \vay 
n1atters looked brighter, and l1ope once more 
r~turned to take the place or the blank despair 
\vhich the hardships of the \vintcr had induced. 
Such is the recuperatiYe po\ver of the trade of 
this Colony, that no disaster, ho\YCY'cr ruinous, 
is proof against the restorative effects of a 
g·ood season's fishery. In a short time 1nattcrs 
ass un1ed their normal condition. 
The prospects of the schools l1ad for sotne 
tin1(J been causing the Society and its tncmbers 
considerable anxiety. It \vas felt tl1at their 
usefulness depended upon the personal super-
intendence of the l\Jaster, l\1r. John Grace. It 
\Yas, therefore,_ \vith great regret and no little 
trouble that they observed that his declining 
health and advancing y·ears had of late pre-
vented him from employing his usual zeal and 
application in the discharge of his important 
duties. For more than t\venty years lVIr. 
Grace had been the heart and soul of the schools. 
It \vas r"ccognized that in justice to l\tlr. Grace 
and in the interests of the schools sotne other 
arrangement \vas necessary. 1"'11e school con1-
mittee recommended that his labours should be 
diminish•ed, and that he be relieved frojn his 
position as teacher and retained in a sort of 
retirement as superintendent of the higher 
classes, and steps be taken to place th~ schools 
under some able and duly qualified teacher. 
The relative importance of the schools in the 
estimation of the Society had increased greatly 
since their establishment, as O\ving to the ad-
vances made in the Colony by society at large, 
the increased number of charitable institutions 
and the legislativ~c provision for the relief of the 
distressed poor, the demands on the funds of the 
Society for alms had been greatly diminished. 
It \vas felt that hencefortl1 the gratuitous in-
struction of thlc children of the poot· n1ust be 
the paran1ount consideration of the Body, and 
that on the continued efficiency of tl1e Orphan 
1\sylun1 Schools as an educational establish-
tnent depended the utility of the Ben~volent 
Irish Society as a charitable institution. 
In1pressed \Vi th the responsibilities \vhich 
these circumstances imposed upon him, the 
!)resident, Hon. L. O'Brien, held on l\Iarch 7th, 
I 847, a n1eeting of the officers, to \vhich he 
invited the ReY·. F'r. Condon, \vho had been 
for som'e years an active member of the school 
committee, Hon. John Kent, and l\1r. J ol1n \ T. 
Xugent, former !)residents of the Society, to 
consider the present state and future tnanagc-
ment of thl~ schools. This \\Tas a n1omentous 
meeting. All present felt that the future use-
fulness of the Society depended upon the action 
\vhich they should r'~con1n1end the Society to take. 
1'hcy \vere unanin1ous that a great change \Yas 
necessary. The occasion \vas so important 
that one false step n1ight involve the Society 
in irretrievable difficulties and ruin the scl1ools. 
There \Vas on·e n1an to \vhon1 they all turned 
instinctively for advice and direction. This 
\vas the Right Rev. Dr. Flen1ing. He had 
n1ade the cb2vation of his congregation, through 
educational n1eans, one of the great objects of 
his life. From long study and close observa-
tion he kne\v exactly the system of ~education 
\vhich suited the character and circumstances of 
his people. His efforts in this direction had 
been most successful. In 1843 he had estab-
lished the Presentation nuns for the instruc-
tion of the poor girls of the Colony, in order to 
remove them from the evils of mixled schools 
and besto\v upon them the blessings of a sound 
religious as well as a mental training. 
But the Presentation Schools \vere only in-
t·cnded to reach the poor \vho \vere unable to 
bear the expense of educating their children. 
There was no school in St. John's for the in-
struction of the children of the more vvealthv 
-' 
classes, \vho could afford to pay for th'eir edu-
cation. In order to remedy this defect, the 
Bishop had in 1842 established in the city a 
community of nuns of the Order of l\Iercy, who 
opened a school in that year- " a day school 
for such as could pay for their 'education-a 
school where chilclren may be taught the elegant 
and fashionable accomplishments of the day, 
and, at the same time, have their young n1inds 
properly imbu1ed with the principles of religion.'' 
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These results pointed to Dr. Fleming as the 
n1ost competent adviser of the Society in its 
present difficulties. He h~d ~lways been a 
\varm admirer of the Inst1tut1on. H·e had 
taken the greatest interest in its schools. It 
has already been related how, prior to his con-
s~cration as Bishop, he had endeavoured to im-
press upo·n the schools a distinctively Catholic 
character, and how, having been prevented by 
the ~opposition of a small minority, he had 
abandoned his design for the time being, but 
that afterwards, \vhen strengthened by the 
authority which episcopal dignity gave him, he 
returned to the subject, and in spite of all 
opposition succeeded in preparing the children 
for Confirmation and Holy Communio·n. This 
\Vas some seventeen years before the time now 
under review, but in the interval he had main-
tained the advantage which he had thus ob-
tained, and by himself or through his priests 
he a l\vays \vatched oV\er the children. He had 
not insis ted on the schools abandoning their 
undenominational character, but he took care 
that the Catholic children attending them were 
regularly prepar:ed for the Sacraments. 
The Committee decided to lay their case JJe-
fore the Bishop and ask him for direction. In 
pursuance of this determination it was resolved : 
''That a deputation of five, including the Hon-
ourable the President and the Chairman ·· ·of 
Schools do wait upon the Right Rev; Dr. 
Fleming, to request that as his Lordship had 
devoted so much of his attention through life 
to the improvement of the educational char-
acter of the people of N e\vfoundland, he \vill 
be pleased, as Vice-Patron of th,e Benevolent 
Irish Society, to suggest to this Comrni ttee the 
best means of improving the system of edu-
cation in the Society's schools, and thus ren-
dering that Institution more useful.'' 
Accordingly, a deputation consisting of the 
President, Hon. Laurence O'Brien, Hon. John 
Kent, Messrs. Patrick Kough, J. V. Nugent, 
and P a trick Brazil, the Chairman of the Schools, 
\vaited on his Lordship at the episcopal resi-
dence on the gth of March , I8+7· 
l\1r. 0 'Brien explained to his Lordship tl1e 
object of the deputation. T he Bishop vvas 
highly g ratified, and recognised that the oppor-
tunity ha d come for \vhich lte had long \vished, 
viz., to reorganise the schools upon a truly 
Catholic basis. H e explained his 1deas to the 
Committee, \vho receiYed them - with' great 
~rarmth and gratitude. H e promised to put 
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them :in writing that they might be placed before 
the Society on the earliest possible occasion. 
This he did in the following able and instructive 
letter: 
''Episcopal Residence, 
March gth, 1847. 
MR. PRESIDEKT AND GENTLEMEN, 
I thank the officers of the Society and the 
Committee 10f its scho·o1s for consulting me 
upon the best mleans of placing the Orphan 
Asylum School upon a proper footing of dis-
cipline, in order that, by the adoption of a suit-
able system for its government, it may be ren-
dered mose efficient and more e~tensively use-
ful than heretoforeo 
''Believe me, Gentlemen, that when I assumed 
the heavy duties of the Episoo·pacy in this Vi-
cariate, none appeared to me more onerous 
than that of raising th·e educational character 
of the people; ~and in conformity with these 
opinions I have heretofore laboured ·sedulously 
for the advancement of that great object, and 
even though our all-wise heavenly Father has 
pleased to visit us in fire, and for His inscrut-
able purposes has interrupted its course as far 
as the Presentation convent is concerned, I still 
have no sfoubt that · m·uch --good has been accom-
plished; and that by submitting ourselves in 
humility befo·re His thnone, and bowing down 
with a cheerful resignation to· His divine will, 
the terrors of that awful sco·urge will fade, dis-
closing naught but happiness and prosperity. 
"The Orp·hari Asylum School has long been 
an object of solicitude to· me, and I was al"vays 
pained that, notwithstan~ding the spirit and 
liberality with which the Society supported it, 
its numbers were so circumscribled as to bear 
alm,ost no pro·portion to the inhabitants. The 
population of this town is over 22 ,ooo, surely 
then an institution of this kind ought to be 
attended at least by seven hundred children, 
particularly wbten we keep in mind that at the 
period when the population was less numerous 
the nuns of the Presentation convent had under 
their instruction double that number, and have 
now at the morntent I write n1ot less than six 
hundred females in that wretched shed which· 
I raised last fall as a temporary schoolhouse 
for them. 
"I should think, therefore, that by elevating 
the character of the school, which can only be 
done by the election of truly efficient teachers 
and the establishment by them of a proper 
system of education, y~ou cannot fail to attract 
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a far grea~er nurrtber than I have adverted to 
to· seek from that fountain you shall have 
opened to, them the treasures of mental culture. 
How is this to be accomplished? And this ques-
tion leads rrte to explain why it ·is that vvitl1 all 
my professed interest for the promotion of the 
g·reat object aimed at by the Society ·in the 
establishment of the school I have not .before 
no\v explained to that body my opinions and 
wisl1es, and that explanation must include my 
answer to that interrogatory. r 
. · '-~From the ho-ur ~I brought the ladies of tl1e 
.Presentation con,~ent to this country for the 
edu_catio_n of the female poor, · I always had it 
in contemplation to establish a co1nmunity ot 
R.eligious Brothers for the education. of the 
.male portion of the people, . but ·up · to the 
present time other weighty and indispensable 
· ca_res which pressed upon me forbade it. In 
the meantime, my intentio·ns went abroad, and 
there were not wanting those who whispered to 
members of your Society ~ that my object in their 
~jntroduction ·was to grasp at their ·Establishment 
-. -· the pride of every Irishman and ~of every man 
of . true benevolence in the country. 
'~Thu.s was I literally paralyzed, and I dared 
not broach the subject of you-r school, or ven-
ture to suggest a thought respecting its im-
provement until time and circumstances should 
1enable me to give you the most convincing evi-
denc~ of my determination by every means in 
my power to prese-rve· inviolate and from every 
· intetfet~ence the rights arid privileges of that 
invaluable ·nucleus of Irishmen who, in this 
remote ·region _far ·from _ the h~omes of their 
father-s_, seek thus to enshrine th·e virtues that 
are th~eir inheritance. · ~ , , · · 
, '''You, Gehtleme11, ·on this "day, ·have ren1o~ved 
this diffi~ulty, for it is £rom yo·u this proposi-
tion .-- comes, and I shall therefore without ft1rther 
preface at once answer your reqt1est by statir1g 
that it -is ohly by · engaging , members of the 
Brotherhoo·d bf those . schools of education in 
other ·couQtries to- superintend the ,Orphan 
Asylum -Sc-hool -you can · hope ·to ~render that 
scho·ol worth·y of .-yourse1ves and capable of 
accomplishing your wishes. 
. '~I know that there a-re · son1e who may be 
tempted to object to· ·this, that you would be 
thus giving a Catholic character to your school; 
but suppos~pg that to be the case, recollect 
there \vould be even there no· violation of 
principle, for by having now for fotlr o·r five 
years accepted the sum of £rso per annum 
from the Legislature as a Cath.olic school, is 
it not rather your duty to that Legislature to 
make it now in reality and truth that vvhich 
before it was only in appearance? But \vhen 
y~ou consider that there is scarcely a school of 
any of the Religious Brothers in Ireland that 
is not placed und1er the direction of the National 
Board of Educatio11, by whom all religious differ-
ences are repudiated, you will then be able to· 
see that, in the first place, if by the it1troduc-
tion of ·Religious Brothers you wish to n1ake it 
a Catholic sch·ool, you have the Legislature 
itself for your authority; and if you \visl1 that 
it sho~uld be a school open to· all religious per-
suasions you have the gu.arantee of the Irish 
Board of Educatio·n, cons-isting of Catholic and 
Protestant prelates, that in the system of those 
gentlemen there is nothing repugnant to that 
principle. 
"The questio·n then occurs, how o·ught you 
to act? If upon referring the subject to the 
Society, as, of course, will be your duty, tl1ey 
consent to pay to Religious Brothers from these 
schools, acco·rding as vacancies may occur in 
the office of teacher, sums equal to the amount 
at present paid to the masters of the school, I 
sh'all engage at once to establish a community 
of these Religious Brothers, and at my own 
expense shall erect for them a suitable monas-
tery; and thus would the great merit of the 
initiation oJ that In~titution, from which in a 
very few years would be drafted zealous teachers 
for the whole island, belong to your Society, 
while, at the same time, it would bring untold 
blessings upon yourselves individually and upon 
your families, for 'th'ey who· instruct many 
unto justice shall shine liMe staxs before the 
Throne of God.-' 
"I fear, Gentlemen, I have made n1y answer 
to your a2plication long, and yet before I close 
I cannot refrain from ~estifying my g·ratitude 
for thus fenabling me to make this proposition, 
and pledging myself solemnly to the Benevo-
lent Irish Society that there is not a 1netnber 
of th.eir Body who· would more jealously guard 
that school, ana more sacredly pr.eserve it in 
th.e keeping .and under the safe control and 
jurisdiction of the Society, than would I, for 
forbid, 0 Lord ! that I should (or ti1at any one 
in my station should) be guilty of so grievous 
and so disho·nourable a crime as to use th'e 
influence, the partiality of your Body, bestowed 
upon me, in thus sapping ~ ~he foundation of 
your . usefulness. In this and in every other 
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matter connected with the well-being of the 
Society, you shall find me, howev~r weak in 
my advocacy from w.ant of ability, your most 
strenuous and constant supporter. I have the 
honor to remain your obedient humble ser-
vant in Christ, 
+MICHAEL ANTHOXY FLE.l\1Ii\G, 
Bishop of Carpasia and V. A. of N fld. '' 
A special meeting of th·e So·ciety was h1eld 
on March 14th to receive and consider the pro-
posals of the Bishop, outlined in this letter, 
The President .read it to the meeting, which 
greeted it with great applause. His Lordship, 
who was present · at the, meeting, explained, at 
the reqt•est ·of the Presidest, his proposals more 
fully, and at considerable length. He had, he 
said, no other object in view beyond that of 
seeing the morals of the youths of St. John's 
improve, and being solL~ly impressed v;ith that 
idea he had recommended to the Society to 
place in their scho·ol such religious men as he 
had named, and hoped that there wot1ld not be 
one dissenting voice against his recomn1cnda-
• tton. 
A long and interesting discussion follo\ved 
his Lordship's explanation. The members vied 
with each oth'er in the warmth of their ex-
pressions of approval of the suggestion, and 
the Bishop had the satisfaction of seeing his 
proposals accepted unanimously, and the fol-
lowing resolutions adopt'.ed by acclamation : 
''That it is the duty of this Society by all 
means in their power to render their school 
truly efficient. 
''That in o.rder the better to accomplish this 
object and to secu~c to the poor of N e\vfound-
land the blessings of a good, religious, moral 
and virtuous education, we a~ccede to the pro-
position contained in the suggestion of the 
Right Rev. Dr. Fleming; and upon all future 
occasions of vacancy in the office of teacher 
we sh.all employ as teachers none but such 
Religious Brothers as shall meet the approval 
of the Catholic Bishop of Newfoundland for 
the time being. 
"That the Jettier of his Lordship the Right 
Rev. Dr. Fleming (now read), as answer to the 
deputation of the Society, be recorded in the 
books of the Society. 
''That the grateful thanks of the Society be 
tendered to his Lordship the Right Rev. Dr. 
Fleming fo·r the promptness and zeal with which 
he h'as coi?plied with the wishes of the Society, 
by agreetng to introdu~ce members of the 
Christian Brotherhood to superintend the l~du­
cational Branch of the Society.'' 
By these resolutions, and the adoption of the 
plan sketched in the fetter of tht.~ Rigl1t Rev. 
Dr. Fleming, the Society had determined to 
reorganise and rernodel its school upon a purely 
Catholic basis, and to abandon for ev·er the 
fiction, so long adhered to, that it was non-
denominational. '1'his fiction had decei·ved 
no body except the Society itself. Th:e school 
had practically from the time of its establisl1-
ment been attended by none but Catholic chil-
dren, and the Gov·ernment when distributing 
the school grant in 1843, on denominational 
lines, had appropriated a portion of the Catholic 
grant to the Orphan Asylum School as to a 
Catholic school. 
This was a natural consequence of the com-
position of the Society, under whose auspices 
the school had been founded. It consisted en-
tirely of Irishmen, and though for the most 
pa.rt the principal organisers of the Institution 
in 1806 were Irish Protestants, the Body was 
from the very beginning made up almost ex-
clusively of Irish Catholics. vVithout in any 
way wishing to minimise the laudable zeal and 
Christian and truly Irish charity of the Protest-
ant founders of the Society, it must be admitted 
that this early prominence of Protestants in 
the inception and management of the Bene\ro-
lent Irish Society was due, in great part, to the 
relatively unequal position which Protesta11ts 
an·d Catholics occupied in Newfoundland at that 
time. Tlf~ Catholics had been made to feel in 
Newfoundland all the rigours of the Penal La,vs, 
and all the inferiority and degradation \Vl1ich 
the spirit of English rule had imposed upon 
them. It was o·nly a few yea.rs previously that 
any toleration was extjended to them. Refer-
ing to this period, Right Rev. Dr. Fleming, 
in one of his letters to the Very Rev. Dr. Spratt, 
of Dublin, says : ''The Irish Catholic settler 
found here all the asperity of the Penal Code, 
becoming daily more intense, according as the 
spirit of freedo·m dissipated the clouds of perse-
cutio·n from his native shores in Europe, and 
to· harbor a Cath.olic priest was a cri1ne punish-
able in a manner the most exemplary- the most 
summary. 
''Still was the Catholic population still in-
creasing, and at length it was found when the 
American States had asserted tl1eir independ-
ence, and that Canada threatened to follow 
their example, while a desolating war called 
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forth the exertion of all the power of Britain to 
maintain her dignity amo·ng nations, the alle--
g iance of the Colonists in Newfoundland could 
only be secured through the instrumentality of 
the Catholic priests, and the Right Rev. Dr. 
0 'Donel was encouraged by the British Govern-
ment to settle in the Island.'' 
It is not, therefore, surprising that amongst 
a generation of Irish Catholics which grew up 
under such conditions few, if any, could be 
found of sufficient prominence to form with any 
prospect of success an Institution such as the 
Benevolent Irish Society. 
The Society was not a sectarian body. Its 
ranks 'vere open to all classes of Christians 
irrespective of the particular creed which they 
professed. The only qualification to member-
ship was that the applicant should be Irish or 
of Irish descent. The consequ_ence of this 
limitation was that with the exception of such 
men as J as. MacBraire, Lieut. -Col. John 
~1urray, Winckworth Tonge, the Society was 
tnade up from the beginning almost entirely of 
Catholics, and as these men died or dropped 
out, and the Catholics rose in prominence and 
independence in the country they were gradually 
promoted to the chief offiees of the Society, 
and the Institution became exclusiv,ely Catholic. 
Mr. Patrick Morris was the first Catholic Presi-
dent of the Society-in 1823. 
1"'hough the Society had become by that time 
an exclusively Catholic body in its membership, 
this \vas not due to any conscious process of 
exclusion on the part of the members. It was 
due to the almost universal Catholic character 
of the Irish people. The original constitution 
of the Society, whereby its ranks were open to 
Irish of every creed had not been, and to this day 
never has been, changed. This rule has been as 
jealously preserved throughout ev,ery change as 
hav-e been the principles upon which the mem-
bers associated themselves on the I 7th of 
February , 18o6, namely, upon true principles of 
benevolence and philanthropy. 
The school established by this Society in 1823 
had alvlays been, as has been said, Catholic. 
No Protestants attended there. During the 
years which had elapsed since Right Rev. Dr. 
Fleming first · exerted himself to have the 
Catholic religion taught there, he had to con-
tend rather against a name than against any 
desire on the part of the members of the So-
• 
ctety to exclude religious teaching from the 
schcol. ' Vhen, therefore, the confidence that 
they felt in that establishment under the 
management and superintendence of Mr. John 
Grace was shaken by that gentleman's increas-
ing infirmities, the proposal of the Bishop to place 
the school under guidance of a Religious Body 
cam·e at a most opportune time. 
'fhis proposition of the Rt. Rev. Dr. Fleming 
was not the creature of the motnent. It was 
the fruit of long contemplation and observation. 
His plan, as is plainly to be seen from his 
instructive letter to the President, had been 
matured long before. 1 t was p·art of a scheme 
which he had determined on wh·en he introduced 
the Presentation nuns in 1833, to plac.e the 
education of both the male and the female 
portion of his congregation under the care of 
Religious Communities. He o~nly waited the 
means and the opportunity to put it into effect. 
The introductio·n of the nuns of the Order of 
Mercy in 1842 had been accomplished in fur-
therance of these designs. He only delayed 
extending his plans to the male children lest 
any action in this direction might injure the 
school of the Benevolent Irish Society, which 
he recognised as a nucleus which would enable 
him in time to accomplish entirely the object of 
his desire. He recognised that everything 
combined to bring about this result if matters 
were left alone and not precipitated by any 
untimely actio·n on his part. It can, therefore, 
be easily understood with wl1at eagerness he 
grasped the opportunity which the visit of the 
deputation on the gth of March, 1847, afforded 
him. 
The Bishop lost no time in preparations to 
carry out his promise to the Society to estab-
lish a co·mmunity of Religious Brothers in the 
city. He went to Ireland in April on business 
connected with th.e diocese, but principally to 
redeem his pledge to the Society. In replying 
to an address presented to him by the Presi-
dent prior to his departure, he says : 
''You judge correctly when you attribute 
my present voyage to a desire to discharge my 
spiritual duties, and perhaps it is not the least 
pleasing accident of the faithful discharge of 
the duties of the ecclesiastic that the public 
good might be subserved. TI1e principal mo-
tive by which 1 am prompted to this under-
taking at present is, that, as by the institution 
of the Presentation Convent I have bestowed 
upon the female poor of St. John's, nay, of 
Newfoundland, the invaluable blessing of a 
religious education, so by now introducing and 
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establishing.~ a community of Religious Brothers 
devoted to education, I may have the satisfac-
tion of establishing similar advantages to the 
male portion of the community.'' 
He went first ·to Dublin to endeavour to 
secure the services ·of members of a Religious 
Brotherhood. After many fruitless efforts, he 
applied to the Most Rev. John McHale, i\rch-
bishop ·of Tuam-known in Ireland for his un-
compromising patriotism as the "Lion of the 
fold of J uda." This pious and patriotic pre-
late, with previous kno·wledge of the great 
work accomplished by Dr. Fleming in New-
foundland, tho·ugh he could with difficulty spare 
the Brothers from the sch.ools of his own dio-
cese, promised to comply with the request, and 
placed an able and competent young Brother 
from the convent of the Order of St. Francis 
at Galway under Dr. Fleming's orders. 
In reply to the Bishop's .applicatio·n, the 1\:Iost 
Rev~ Dr. McHale wrote the following letter : 
''St. J arlath 's, Tuam, 
Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul, 1847. 
MY DEAR LORD, 
I have been favoured with your Lordship's 
application for one of our monks, to· enable you 
to found schools for the rising generation ·Of 
Catholics in your exten.sive diocese. In our 
own the harvest is great and the labourers com-
paratively few, and were I to sit do\vn and make 
calculations on the principles of political econo-
mists, ~ should not only hesitate, but would 
probably come to the conclusion of not acquiesc-
ing in yo·ur Lordship's pious requisition. Such, 
however' is not the spirit of our holy religion. 
It is neither selfish nor calculating, but trusting 
in the providence rOf its Founder, who gives 
aid in season~ble time; its spirit extends its 
solicitude to every regio·n and climate of the 
earth. 
''I cannot forget your Lordship's zeal and 
labours in cultivating the extensive vineyard of 
Newfoundland, almost a wilderness when en-
trusted to your pastoral care, and no\v one of 
the most flouri,shing portions of ·christ's patri-
mony. ·I am not insensible to the anguish you 
n1ust have suffered . on finding the monuments 
of th~e labours of many years destroyed by fire. 
Whatever may b~e 1o·ur own necessities, and they 
are gr-eat in consequence .of our unalterable 
purpose to assert the complete freedom ~of edu-
cation, I _ cannot refuse to comply with your 
desire. I theriefore freely releasei from his 
obedience for a time, Brother John Hanlo·n, a 
young man of the most excellent character, 
well fitted to instruct youth · and to mould their 
pliant hearts to virtue, in order that he may 
place himself under your jurisdiction. 
"Praying that the Almighty may continue 
to bless your labours for the furtherance of the 
cause of r~eligion, 
''I remain, my very dear Lord, with great 
respect, your Lordship's most faithful and de-
voted servant ir1 Christ, 
+ J OI-IN, Archbishop of Tuam. 
Hon. L. 0 'Brien, the President of the So-
ciety, was in Ireland at the time, and just prior 
to his ·departure for Newfoundland he writes 
to Mr. Patrick Kough, the Vice-Pr·esident, on 
August 3rd: 
''Not meeting with .our esteemed Prelate, 
l{ight Rev. Dr. Fleming, since my arrival in 
England, and hearing -of his bad state of health, 
I went over to· Dublin to see him, where he 
remained so·me time endeavouring to procure 
the n1-onks, which was the principal object of 
his visit. After considerable difficulty, and ·only 
with the assistance of Right Rev. Dr. McHale, 
Archbishop of Tuam, he, at length, succeeded 
in procuring four monks ~of superior qualifica-
tions, some of whon1 \Vere selected to estab-
lish several scho·ols in Ireland. 
''Dr. Fleming is ~no·w arrived here with the 
monks, and has taken passage for them on the 
brig 'Mary,' Captain Quinton, to· leave next 
week.'' 
The Bishop returned by way ~of Halifax, and 
reached St. Jo·hn's, acoo·mpanied by the four 
monks, on the 7th of Septemb~er, in the steamer 
· 'Unioorn.' They were , received at the wharf 
of Messrs. Robinson, Bro·oking & Company, by 
the Society, who escorted them in P-rocessional 
or·der to· tl1e Episcopal Residence. 
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A temporary home situated on ''the Barrens,, .. 
was found for the monks. They entered into 
immediate pos.session. It was very incon-
veniently placed for them, being a great dis-c 
tance from the chapel and from the school, and 
as it was a rule of their Order to· attend Mass 
every morning throughout the year, they were 
compelled to go to the ch.apel (i.e., the Old 
Chapel) an.d back to their residence each day, 
and return to their school before the hour for 
opening. This difficulty was placed before the 
Society, and the portion ,of the Orphan Asylum 
which had been occupied by 1\'Ir. Grace was 
given them. 
The Asylum and schoolrooms were repaire..d 
\. \. 
. .. .. Second :Floor St. 
' 
Patrick's Hall: Christian Brothers' Schools. 
' 
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and greatly improved to receive th~ monks. 
1'he sum of £570 was laid out in this direction. 
The effect on the school of the transfer of the 
management to the care of these Religious 
Brothers was pro,mpt and beneficial. Before 
they were at work three months the attendance 
increased considerably, and both the upper and 
lower rooms of the buildings had to be used to 
accommodate the ·cla.sses. The n1ost excellent 
order pervaded the whole institution. 1'he 
improvement \vhich their d1scipline and system 
of education produced was most gratifying to 
the members, and received their unanimous 
applause. 
The years of 1847 and 1848 were years of 
calamity and suffering in Ireland-the country 
was in the grip of famine, a famine the most 
extraordinary recorded in history. It was a 
famine in the 1nidst of plenty. 1~he effect of 
centuries of oppression and misrule of a foreign 
Government had been to make the great 1nasses 
of the Irish people absolutely dependent for life 
upon the potato crop. It failed them in the 
years 1846 .,.and 1847. The people died in 
thousands in the highways and in the fields. 
A cry of distress went up from the wl1ole coun-
try. It was heard in Newfoundland. The 
Benevolent Irish Society was especially sun1-
moned to take the distressful condition of Ire-
land into its consideration. · A meeting was 
held on February 7tl1, 1847. The members 
were unanimous in their desire to give all the 
assistanoe in their power to their fellovv-coun-
trymen at hotne in their terrible hour of need. 
"That the sum of £300 sterling of the funds of 
the Society be appropriated for the relief of the 
distr~ess in Ireland" was proposed and passed. 
A oommittee was appointed to co-o,perate with 
a committee appointed at a public meeting of 
citizens held for the same purpose. The 
amo,unt raised from both sources was £8oo, 
which wa_s forwarded to Earl Grey, for the pur-
poses for \vhich it · was -intended, -and duly 
ackno·wledged by him. · 
Great uncertainty as to the manner of the 
application ,of the fund was felt. The contri-
butors had to be satisfied with. the feeling that 
Ireland had received the benefit of their assist-
ance. It ,would have -been much preferable 
had the suggestion of Hon. P. Morris and others 
been take~, to send their subscription to such 
parts of Ireland as they thought stood in most 
need of it, to be distributed by the local relief 
comn1ittees .. 
In June of the same year -(1847) the Society 
\Vas again called together, this tin1e to give 
expression to the grief with which the announce-
ment of the death of Daniel 0 'Connell, the 
illustrious patriot and ''Liberator," was re-
ceived. Resolutions of sorrow and sympathy 
were passed. An address of condolence to l1is 
sons, John and Maurice O'Connell, was adopted. 
1 t was also decided to attend in processional 
order at the High l\lass offered for the repose 
of his soul, that the n1en1bers wear crape on 
the left arm, and the flag be half-masted for 
one tnonth from the date of the meeting; and 
that at all future entertainments of the Society the 
tnemory of Daniel O'Connell be toasted im-
mediately after that of St. Patrick. 
rfhe address to Maurice and John O'Connell 
was sent to Mr. James Kent, of \Vaterford, for 
presentation. It read as follows : -. · 
''GENTLEMEN, 
\Vith feelings overwheln1ed witl1 grief, the 
Benevolent Irish Society of St. John's have 
learned of the afllictirig bcreaven1cnt that has 
fallen upon you and all the n1embers of your 
fath~r's beloved fatnily by the sad decease of 
Ireland's proudest charnpion, her most gifted 
advocate, her most illustrious Liberator, the 
friend of humanity, the light of charity and 
benevolence, Daniel O'Connell, Esq.; and they 
hasten, Gentlemen, to po,ur upon your spirits 
their humble and respectful sympathy, praying 
to be permitted to mingle their sorrow with yours. 
''But, Gentlemen, although it has pleased the 
Almighfy God in His inscrutable wisdom to with-
draw from our beloved country her vigilant pro-
tector of the poor and the afflicted, their ever 
watchful and considerate father, we sincerely 
trust that his sons will faithfully follow the 
course which he has marl{ed out; and we have 
to express to you our · firm confidence and 
entire reliance upon the spirit of integrity, 
guided by prudence and directed by wisdom, 
which you have hitherto exhibited in public life, 
to shield your country fron1 oppression and to 
guard the just interests of the poor. 
. I) I{. K 0 u G I-I J v. p. 
JoHN KAVANAGH, Secretary." 
Mr. John 0 'Connell's reply was read to the 
Society at its anniversary meeting in Feb., 1848 : 
''Dalkey, Dublin 
GENTLEMEN, Oct. 1gth, 1847. 
My brother's absence from town, and ex-
treme occupation with the settlen1elnt of my 
beloved father's affairs, has caused your l{ind 
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address to him and me to be mislaid until now, not be wisely taken now, to prepare for so de-
and I lose not a moment after its re-appear- sirable a consummation. \i\l e are certain that 
ance in writing to in1plore you not to attribute the unanimous feeling of the Body is favour ... 
the delay to intentional disrespect and ingrati- able to the undertaking; and the only question, 
tude. therefore, that arises, is whether our present con-
" l-Ie and all tl1e n1embers of our afflicted clition v.rill permit its being carried out." 
fan1ily join with me in most respectfully thank- The chances of success were enquired into, 
~ng you for your touching and consolingly kind but it was found that the Society could not 
J.ddress, and for the generous and encouraging- undertake it. The first cost of such an estab-
hopes it has pleas_ed you to express with regard lishment would b~ very great, and the annual 
to our hun1ble efforts in the cause to \vhich he cost of maintaining it beyond the means of the 
\vas devoted. Society. It was feared that without making 
"The remembrance of this honour, from your the Asylum or Hom~ a success, the increased 
most estimable Society, will cheer us on in the expenditure which it would call for would cramp 
difficult path before us, and ever be most and injur.e the schools, and practically pro-
\Varmly rernembered by, Gentlemen, your most hibit the Society from continuing its annual 
faithful and humble servant, vote for the relief of the poor. Consequently 
JOHN 0 'CoNNELL, the project was abandoned. ,..fhe Society, 
M.P. l(ilkenny and Limerick." therefore, decided to confine itself to the t\vo 
The project of establishing a home for orphan objects which it had heretofore pursued, nan1ely, 
children \Vas returned to again and again during the education of the children of the poor and 
these years. In 1836 the matter was discussed, the relief of distress. During tl1e past ten or 
-and again in r8Jg, but the undertaking was twelve years, as has been seen, the forn1er was 
found to be too heavy for the resources of the fast becoming the all-absorbing work of the 
Society. In 1845 the officers, when Hon. Body. Its charitable work, though still irn-
l)atricl<- lVIorris fllled the Presidential chair for portant and extensive, was secondary to the 
the last time, thoug·ht it an opportune mon1ent great \vork of education. The regular quar-
to bring it forward again. The internal affairs terly votes for the relief of the poor vlcre made 
of the Society had to be settled, and its funds each year, as in former years. This vote 
placed in n1ore productive investments. The varied in amo·unt, according to the circun1-
claimants on its charities were lessened by the stances of the time. Each quarter the pros-
incr~ease of Government relief, and of private pects of the ensuing six months were debated 
benevolent institutions. They therefore re- at the Society's meeting, with a view to judging 
commended members to consider carefully the the amount necessary to be placed in the hands 
advisability of founding an Orphan Asylum on of the Chairman of the Committee of Charity. 
the plan originally intended. "We would," He, and his Co·mn1i ttee, consisting usually of 
they say in their Annual Report, "draw your six members of the Society, elected at the 
attention to the great object for which the annual meeting, were provided \Vith rooms in 
Orphan Asylum School was originally founded, the Orphan Asylum, in which were stored what-
namely, for the support and general main ten- ever provisions and clothing they had on hand. 
ance, as well as the education, of orphans. In cases of want, where the object was un-
Your funds arc now in a condition flourishing known to the Con1mittee or its members, a 
beyond precedent, the proceeds of the Society personal visit by one or more of them was 
itself are considerably greater than usual. You made, before relief was granted. None of the 
derive from the Legislature of your country a precautions which had been taken before the 
bountiful support, and the general feeling of schools divided the attention of the members 
goodwill towards the o~bjects of your Institution to prevent fraud and imposition were neglected. 
that pervades socie~-y, and the extremely liberal In 1845 the total voted for charity did not 
Legislativ~e grants that have passed for the exceed £35· This was due, according to the 
relief of the poor, which considerably lessen the report of the Chairman of Charity, to the in-
amount of claims upon the consideration of creasing comforts of the humbler classes of 
your Body, all combin·ed, prompt us to say, that the community, through the extension of the 
it may not be inopportune to take into your principles of temperance. In the following 
serious consideration, whether some steps may year, 1846, the year of the fire, the amount 
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rose again to over £150; this was not in any 
way due to the effects of the fire, for, at the 
quarterly meeting of the Society, in August, 
when the time for voting ·a sun1 to the Chair-
n1an of Charity for the next three months 
arrived, that gentleman, Nir. Thomas lYiaher, 
stated that he ''was of the opinion that there 
\Va'S no necessity for a vote for the ensuing 
quarter, for he had not one applicant since the 
fire, for relief.'' 
In June, 1846, the brig "Brilliant" \vas lost 
on the southern coast ~of the island, while on 
a voyage from Ireland to Quebec, with a large 
number of passengers on board. 'fhese pas-
sengers vvere afterwards brought on to Saint 
John's. They were in extreme distress. A 
special meeting of the Society was called to 
consider their condition, and the sum of £2o 
voted fro·m the funds, ·and a committee appoin-
ted to· take up a collection for the relief of the 
distressed. 
vVith this exception, the Committee of 
Charity had little work as the representative of 
the Societ)' during tl1is year of calamity. This 
inactivity at such a time is explained as fol-
lows in the report for the year, viz. : "Th·e 
duties of the Chairman of Charity have been 
almost suspended during this year by the ex-
treme efforts of the community, aided by the 
munificent grants fro~m th·e Government, from 
the mother country, the neighbouring Colonies, 
and foreign countries, ~o relieve the almost 
universal destitution occasioned by the calami-
tous fire ~on the gth of June. '' 
B_esides, the Committee worked in harmony, 
and ~as part of the general committee, and the 
rooms heretofore used by the Committee of the 
Society w~ere made ~the head-quarters of that 
general committee. · 
One of the immediate effects of the great fire 
of 1846 was to cause temporary a11d artificial 
prosperity, (which, with the aid of the contribu-
tions received from abroad, ,and the Govern-
ment grants, helped to keep the people during 
the winter of 1847 in a condition of comparative 
comfort. A summer 1of inactivity followed. 
When, therefore, the winter of 1848 set in, 
poverty to the most alarming extent existed in 
the city. In discussing the vote for the quarter 
·ending ·May 17th, the President, l-Ion. Mr. 
O'Brien, asked Mr. Wm. Walsh, the Chair-
man of Charity, what amount would be re-
quired. Mr. Walsh th.ought not less than 
£1 so. This was impossible, as there were 
go 
only £93 in the Treasurer's hands. A dis-
cussion ensued, during which heated words 
passed between Han. John Kent and lVIr. 
\Villiam Hogan on the extent to which the 
schools were monopolizing the moneys o.f the 
Society. The sum of £Ioo was finally fixed 
upon. Over five hundred, of all creeds and 
nationalities, were relieved during the following 
three months. 
The manner of distribution caused the 
Chairn1an much annoyance. He found it neces-
sary to refuse to honour some tickets from 
n1e1nbers, which gave rise to rather severe 
criticism at a meeting held early in May. It 
appeared, however, during the discussion, that 
son1e members had sent as many as twenty-
five tickets to the Chairman, so that he had to 
decline to honour them. The Society endorsed 
the action of the Chairman, and, on his sugges-
tion, passed a resolution : ''That no member 
of the Society shall be at liberty to address to 
the Chairman of Charity, in the course of one 
quarter more than three tickets, and that, should 
any member send hin1 a greater number, he shall 
on no p.ccount, or upon any pret·ence what-
soever, take notice of, or dispense charity on 
more than three.'' 
In 1849 John V. Nugent, Esq., was elected 
President of the Society. Mr. Nugent was an 
Irishman. He came to N e~:-foundland several 
years before, and had fro·m the time of his 
arrival taken a d·eep and active interest in 
the affairs if the Society. He was a rr1a.n of 
high sch·olarly attainments, was Principal of the 
old Catholic Academy, and took a prominent 
part in the public life ·of the Colony. He re-
presented in the Legislative Assembly the dis·· 
tricts of Placentia, St. John's, and Conception 
Bay successively. He afterwards filled the 
office of Sheriff of the Central District. 
During th•e next few years the demands on 
the Charity Committee were small. All avail-
able funds were employed in the work of fitting 
up and · equipping the schools on lines suitable 
to the S)'Stem of education introduoed by the 
Brothers of the Order of St. Francis. Besid.es, 
one of the obligations whiC'h the Society assumed 
on the arrival of the monks, was to pay them 
£2oo a year for their manag~ement and super-
intendence of the schools. Towards the close 
of the year 1849, a cause of irritation arose 
between the Society and its Vice-Patron, Right 
R~ev. Dr. Fleming, out of th.e occupation of 
the rooms, by a gentleman of the · name of 
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lVlooney, in which, by the permission of the 
!)resident, J. \T. Nugent, Esq., a lecture had 
been given on the History of Ireland. Mr. 
Nugent, and a n1ajority of the officers, had, in 
accordance with the usual practice of hiring 
the hall for such purposes, let it to Mr. Mooney, 
• rf . . .
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which it was interspersed, ordered the monks 
to close the rooms, and exclude Mooney from 
them. This was done, and a meeting of the 
Society summoned to consider the situation. 
The discussion at the meeting took an unfortu-
nate direction. Instead of dealing \vith the 
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JoHN V. NuGENT, EsQ., 
Two years President Bnevolent Irish Society. 
on his application for a course of six lectures ~on 
the History of Ireland. His entertainn1ents 
\Vere reported to the Bishop as unsuitable, and 
such, that had their character been foreseen, 
the President would not have rented him the 
hall. After his first lecture, the Bishop, upon 
hearing its nature, and the kind of songs with 
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Mooney matter on its merits, and investigating 
the character of his entertainments, it turned 
upon the authority of the President to hir·e the 
hall, thus, as it seerned, bringing the President 
and the Bishop into direct conflict. The ques-
tion discussed was purely an abstract one, 
namely, "That th·e Society, as a body, has 
CENTENARY BENEVOLENT IRISH SOCIETY OF ST. JOHN'S, 1\f.F. 
alone the power of granting the use of the 
Orpha·n Asylum School for any purpose what-
ever." This proposition \vas opposed to an 
amendment, ''That the Orphan Asylum School-
roo·m be let to ~1r. Mooney to lecture on the 
History of Ireland for six nights." \Vith 
these alternatives before them, the men1bers 
had no other course, but to throw out the 
am~endment, and pass the original proposition. 
This tl1e President construed into a censure of 
his action in letting Mooney use the room, 
which, by the resolution, \Vas made a violation of 
the rules of the Society. He, accordingly, re-
signed his office. 
The Bishop was indignant with the whole 
proceedings. He wrote to the \ l ice-President, 
Mr. Patrick Kough, on th·e day of the anni-
versary meeting in 185o, resigning his ~office as 
Vice-Patron of th~e ,Society. "~1y object," 
wrote his Lordship, ''in addressing you this 
note is to pray that in the selection of officers 
for the ensuing year, you \vill have my nan1e 
omitted as Vice-Patron of the Society, for no 
consideration can induce me to hold the office 
a mon1ent longer. To ent~er into an explana-
tion of the motives that oblige me to this course, 
would be taxing too much your patience, and 
my health in its present shattered condition. I 
should feel called upon to point out those duties, 
which, as Pastor (however unworthy) I owe to my 
flock. I should speak of tho5e duties, \vhich, 
as Vice-Patron of the Society, I owe to the 
Body, and should also find it necessary to refer 
to those rights an·d privileges which I claim 
with every other m'ember of the Body. . . . 
Surely, I say it, that in any of these capacities, 
no honest man should deny my right to offer 
an opinion upon any subject brought before the 
members or officers, whene,rer I would deem it 
necessary. 
''My withdrawal as Vice-Patron from the 
Society, shall not, however, diminish my affec-
tion and interest for the Institution, or lessen 
in the slightest degree my fervent desire, and 
prayers for its prosperity.'' 
Upon this letter being read to tl1e members, 
a sense of the deepest regret was expressed 
that any cause should arise which would tend 
to the severance of that kindly feeling which 
always characterised the relations bet\veen his 
IJordship and the Society. 
Hon. John Kent proposed : ''That the thanks 
of the Benevolent Irish Society be most respect-
fully tendered and given to his Lordship the 
------· 
Right Rev. Dr. Fleming, for his unvarying sup-
port, and munificent contributions, during a 
p·eriod of a quarter of a century in aid of the 
Institution, and that expression be no\v given 
to its deep, unqualified, and sincere regret that 
his Lordship should resign the \ fice-I->atrons11ip 
of a Society which considered him their per-
sonal ornament. ') 
Mr. Nugent seconded the proposition. He 
said, ''that he could not but feel, from the 
tenor of hts Lordship's letter, that he was the 
party \vith \vhose conduct he appeared to be 
most displeased, not that he, upon a review of 
that conduct, and the incidents connected with 
the Mooney meeting, could plead guilty; but, on 
the contrary, he felt and knew that not only he, 
but every member of that Body, was incapable 
of doing any act \vhich could \vound the feel-
ings or be construed into disrespect for his 
Lordship. l~or the greater part of his life he 
had been the intimate friend of Dr. Fleming, 
and had made innun1erable sacrifices in his ser-
vice, and would it be thought that, now that his 
Lordship was bowed down with sickness, he 
could be guilty of any act which \vould give 
pain to l1is friend and patron, much less speak 
lightly or irreverently of his Bishop.'' 
I l \Vas decided to embody the sentiments ex-
pressed by the resolution in an address from the 
Society to the Bisho~p. Messrs. l{ent and Nugent 
\vere appointed to draw up the address. Mr. 
Nugent was re-elected to the office of Presi-
dent. A meeting of the Society was called for 
February 24th, to submit the address for 
appro·val by the members. Meanwhile, the 
Bishop had l1eard ot the proceedings at the 
anniversary meeting, and wrote to 1\tlr. IZough, 
asking him to inform the Society that he would 
not receive any address, or hold any office in 
the Society \vhatever. 
The members felt keenly tl1e displeasure of 
his Lordship, and none of then1 more keenly 
than the Presid.ent. All were determined to 
bring abcut a reconciliation, if at all possible. 
The address was, tl1erefore, abandoned, and 
·Mr. Kough \vas requested to write to Right 
Rev. Dr. Fleming, co·nveying to him the senti-
ments of the members, and their regret for the 
\Vhole unfortunate incident, and their unalter-
able attachment and respect for a Prelate, to 
whom they were bound by so many and such 
stro·ng ties of gratitude. Mr. Nugent, the 
President, also was requested to \vrite to the 
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Bishop a personal letter of regret and explana-
tion. Both gentlemen wrote to him, as 
directed, on tl1e lines stated. 
1\fr. Nugent \vrote : "Having been directed 
1Jy th·e Ber1evolent Irisl1 Society, as their Presi-
dent, to communicate the enclosed copy of a 
resolution of tl1at Body, adopted by them this 
day, and to request that your Lordship may 
have the goodness to appoint a time, suiting 
your Lordship's convenience, to receive the 
Society for its respectful presentation, I beg 
leave to avail myself of this opportunity, n1ost 
humbly to pray your Lordsl1ip to forgive me if, 
by any possibility, any act of mine could have 
awaken~ed in your Lordship's mind a feeling of 
pain, or of displeast1re. 
''Believe me, my Lord, that in first accord-
ing the use of the Society rooms to Mr. l\1ooney, 
and in afterwards submitting to the Society the 
consideration of his contintting to hold it, I 
\Vas not, in the most minute degree, actuated 
by the slightest intention of exhibiting towards 
your Lordship, either spiritually or ~otherwise, 
the slightest off~ence; and in resigning my office 
as President of the Society, my only tnotive 
was to give tangible expression to my respect 
for your Lordship, as Vice-Patron of the So-
ciety, and for the Society itself, when called 
u·pon to differ in opinion from both. But if, 
unl1appily, your Lordship still adheres to the 
opinion that in these acts I have shown myself 
disposed to· set your Lordship's spiritual author-
ity at defiance, or in any other ways to throw 
difficulties in your Lordship's way, I beseech 
your Lordship to extend to me your pardon, for, 
be assured, my offence has been truly unin-
tentional. 
''As to my observations made at the .meet-
ing of the Society assembled to oonsider Mr. 
Mooney's question, every word I utt~ered, that 
bore th·e slightest reference to your Lordship, 
breathed of that warm attachment, which an 
uninterrupt·ed friendship of thirty-tl1ree years 
had engrafted upon me; and if by a11yone they 
were regarded as conveying any oth·er thought, 
believe m~e, my Lord, they were mistaken. Yet, 
even here, if your Lordship can imagine that I 
would be so unmindful of wl1at I o've to my 
own character, not to speak of your Lordship's, 
which I had always held so dear, as to throw 
a slur, either directly or indirectly, upon your 
Lordship, onoe more I pray tl1at I be forgiven, 
for there is not in this Island, or in any other 
land, a being wh·o had at all titnes exhibited 
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more solicitude to promote your Lordship's 
happiness, than he vvho l1as tl1e honour to sub-
scribe l1imself, your Lordship 's humble servant, 
jOHN VALENTINE NUGENT. '' 
These explanations were entirely satisfactory 
to his Lordship. It also appeared on investiga-
tion that the reports of the unsuitableness of 
Moo11ey's lectures were altogether exag·g·erated. 
0\ving, however, to his failing health, the 
Bishop did not see his way to enter as actively 
as l1_eretofore into the \vorkings of tl1e Society. 
He tl1ougl1t it best, therefore, that he should 
not continue to hold the office of Vice-Patron. 
He \vrot~e to Mr. Nugent, in reply to the above 
letter : 
''In reply to your letter of the 24tl1, vvl1ich 
I l1ad tl1e pleasure of receiving to-day, accon1-
panied vvitl1 a copy of a resolution, adopted by 
the Benevolent Irisl1 Society on the day of 
their last meeting, vvl1ich you, as their Presi-
dent, have been directed to communicate to tne, 
requesting m~e to appoint a time when it would 
be convenient to receive the Society for its 
presentation, I beg to say that I received both 
your letters, as a p~ersonal apology, as also the 
sentiments conveyed in this truly Christian 
resolution ~of the Society, wi tl1 feelings of un-
qualified satisfaction. 
"To have obtained so strong a testimony, 
under existing circumstances, not only of the 
faith, tl1e devotion and tl1e charity, but of the 
confidence and esteem of the President and the 
members of so distinguish·ed a Bo·dy as the 
Benevolent Irish Society, is no less gratifying 
to my feelings as a member of that Society than 
consofing to me as a Christian Prelate, as it 
proves so strongly the impossibility of sev~ering 
that chain which unites in affection the Pastor 
and l1is tlocl{, while religion and charity influ-
ence the Body. 
"Allow me, therefore, to request that yotl 
will have the kindness to present to the Society 
the sincere, but inad.equate, expressions of my 
grateful thanl~s for tl1is strong manifestation 
of their respect and attacl1ment on tl1is and upon 
every other occasion, and to beseech them to 
dispense with the high honour they intend me, 
by waiting on me in a body, to present this 
highly flattering resolution \vhich I have here 
acknowledged, as the state of my health is of 
such a nature just now as to render me unable 
to sustain the slightest excitement. In conclu-
sion, I pray that the spirit of concord, which 
has hitherto so cordially united together as 
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brothers the members of the · Benevolent Irish 
Society may still influence them in all their 
actions. May they cultivate \Vith assiduous 
care that peace and good will so peculiarly 
characteristic of our holy religion, and may 
they reap the fruits, which the pr~ctice of s.uch 
virtues is calculated to produce, 1n thJe enJoy-
ment of that con.fi.dence and brotherly harmony 
so essential to the respectable maintenance of 
our venerable and glorious Society, and the 
happiness of each ·member of the Body. 
"Allo\v me, again, to thank you as President, 
for your letter of apology, and the members of 
the Irish Society for these respectful and affec-
tionate proofs of your regard, and to assure 
them that, \vith the exception alone of h'olding 
any office, for my health forbids it, I shall be at 
all times happy, while God in His mercy spares 
me life, to contribute my humble services in the 
discharge of any duty regarding me, as -a mem-
ber of the Benevolent Irish Society. I am 
your and their sincerely attached friend in 
Jesus Christ, 
+MICHAEL ANTHONY FLEMING.'' 
T his correspondence ·was submitted to the 
Society on the 2gth~ of February, 18so. In 
order to preserve the official relations, which 
had het1etofore existed between the Society and 
the Bishop, the follo·wing resolution was unani-
mously adopted : 
''That this Society. has 11eceived with the 
greatest satisfaction the communication of the 
Right Rev. Dr. Fleming to· our. Presid·ent, 
dated on Monday, the I 5th instant, but they 
are grieved to find that his Lordship's delicate 
state of health leads him still to press his 
resignation of the office of Vice-Patron of the 
Body.. Trusting, however, that by again com-
municating this resolution through our Presi-
dent, h.is Lordship Il!ay be in·duced to· continue 
in that kind and affectionate relation to the 
Society, they pray_ his Lordship to permit the 
resignation to be withdrawn, and upon them 
it shall at all times rest to relieve him of all 
trouble and responsibility relating thiereto." 
Mr. Nugent sent this resolution to the Right 
Rev. Dr. Fleming, with the following covering 
letter : 
" Hoping, however, that your Lordship may 
yet be induced· to recall that resignation,_ they 
have adopted a resolution deferring for some 
time the consideration of the question of its 
acceptance, and another, which I hav\e been 
I I 
directed to communicate to your Lordship, ex-
pressive of their wish, that you should gratify 
... them, by consenting to continue to hold an office 
by no means onerous, but the high~est they are 
capable of in1parting to yo·ur Lordship, and one 
that will al\vays prove a practical expression of 
their affection. Indeed, so anxious are they 
upon this subject, that there appears to exist 
in the Society a unanimous desire to associate 
with your Lordship in the Vice-Patronage the 
Right Rev. Dr. Mullock, by appointing his 
Lordship their second Vice-Patron, in order, if 
possibJe, to draw still more closely the bond 
that binds them to their Bishops. 
''May I ·hope, my Lord, you will kindly 
afford· me the satisfaction of con1municating to 
them, that they may expect that the affectionate 
relations that have so long connected them with 
your Lordship shall contintte to· exist as long 
as God in His mercy may please to spare your 
Lordship to us; and th.at this may be for many 
years of happiness to your Lordship, is the 
sin·cere wish, my Lord, of yo·ur Lordship's most 
humble serv.ant, 
J OH~ \ ' ALEN'TINE NUGENT. '' 
To this his Lordship sent the following reply : 
"Your note of the first, conveying to me a 
copy of a res·olution from th·e Benevolent Irish 
Society, to the effect that I would permit my 
resignation of the office of Vice-Patro·n to be 
withdrawn, I had the pleasure of receiving this 
mo·rning, and beg you will accept my best 
thanks for the flattering and complimentary 
terms in which you have been pleased to make 
this communication, and that you will assure 
the Society that this ad·ditional mark of their 
r1cgard was not necessary to satisfy me of that 
affection and attachment of which I have already 
had so many goo·d an.d substantial proofs, and 
which· h'ave impressed in my bosom feelings of 
that profound gratitude which will only cease 
with my life. 
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"You will also ha,re the _goodness to acquaint 
th.e Society, that, apart from any other con-
sideration, standing, as I feel I am, upon the 
th.reshold of Eternity, I feel it necessary to 
withdraw myself, as far as it lies in my power, 
from every affair that may by possibility dis-
turb, and eV(ery care that may distract me, in 
preparation for th.at awful account I shall soon 
be called upon to render to an all-seeing, but 
good and merciful Go~d_ ; and therefore I am 
sure they will appreciate this my sincere moti-ve 
respectfully declining the h·onour, and God 
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knows how great and intense the pain I feel in 
doing so, of re-assuming the office of \ l ioe-
Patron of the Society. 
"Again praying the Society to receive my 
best thanks and \vishes for their l1appiness, col-
lectively and individually, I have the honour to 
subscribe myself, your most humble servant, 
+ MICIIAEL ANTHONY FLEMING.'' 
Seeing that the Right Rev. Dr. Fleming's 
health obliged him to adhere to his deternlina-
tion of resigning the Vice-Patronship of the 
Society, it was decid·ed to tak~e no action for 
the present, but to permit the matter to remain 
as it was, in the hope that his health would soon 
be sufficiently restored, to enable him to resun1>e 
his former position. Unfortunately, the Bishop 
was never able to resume his connection with 
the Society. His health was broken down 
beyond repair. In the spring he retired to 
Belvidere Mo~nastery to prepare for death, and 
he died ther·e on the 14th of July, 18so. 
Dr. Fleming's health had b·een failing for some 
years. The hardsl1ips necessarily incident to 
the extent and arduous condition of his diocese 
. had b~een intensified by the difficulties which 
bigotry and jealousy threw in the way of every 
effort which he made to advance the interests 
·of his congregation. He had, in 1846, the mor-
tification to see the fruit of years of toil and 
struggle destroyed by fire in the course of one 
day. He felt himself unequal to the unaided 
discharge of the duti·es of his position. In 
1847 he sought for and obtained the appoint-
ment of Rev. John T. Mullock, then Superior 
of the Franciscan Convent in Dublin, as his 
coadjutor, with the right of succession. 
Father 1\1ullock received his appointment 
early in 184j, \Vas subsequently, in December, 
consecrated at Ro·me Bishop of Thyatira in 
Partibus, and arrived in St. John's on the 6th 
of May, 1848. In the selection of his coadjutor 
and successor, Dr. Fleming displayed the same 
sound judgment and clear knowledge of the 
fitn·ess of things which had characterised his 
rule of the Church in N·ewfoundland. He first 
became acquainted \vith Dr. John 1\fullock 
during his visit to ireland, in 1833, in connec-
tion 'vith the establishment of the Presentation 
nuns in St. John's. Fr. Mullock was then a 
young Franciscan, att~ched to the conv·ent of 
that Order in Dublin. He at once recognised 
the masterful character, the great intellect, and 
powerful will of the young priest, and ever after 
numbered him amongst his friends. 
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l{ight Rev. Dr. Mullock \vas a native of 
Limerick. His father, Thomas Nlullock, c~rricd 
on a business on Arthur's Quay in that city. 
He was born in the year 18o7, just one year 
after the foundation of the Benevolent Irish 
Society. In 1823, at the age of sixteen, hr 
\Vent to a Franciscan Convent at Seville, in 
Spain, to study for the Church. He made his 
vows there, and received th~e Holy Order of 
Sub-deaconship. He \vas then sent to Saint 
Isidore's Franciscan Convent, at Rome, pre-
sided .over by Irish monks, and in I 829 was 
ordained priest at Rome. He shortly after-
wards returned to his native country, and did 
missionary work at Limerick and Ennis,and aftcr-
\Vards became successively Guardian of the Con-
vent of his Order at Cork and at Dublin. 'fhc 
zeal and energy \vhich he had displayed in the 
performance of his duties had long marked 
him as one destined for high dignity and re-
sponsibility in the Church. He had already 
becon1e known as a n1an of great literary attain-
ments. He had translated several works fron1 
the Italian, notably Liguori's History of the 
Heresies . 
Such was the man who, in 1848, arrived in 
St. John's to assist Dr. Fleming in the govern-
ment of the Church of Newfoundland. He 
vvas met on his arrival by the Ben,evolent Irish 
Society. Some difference of opinion existed as 
to· the propriety of presenting him with an ad-
dress. It was argued that the Society ought 
to confin·e this tribute to those who had held 
official relations with the Body. But it wa~ 
pointed o~ut that, if the Society presented an 
address to the Prin ~ e of the Nether lands, it 
should do so to a Prince of the Church, who 
was coming to the country to assume spiritual 
rule among themselves. The address was adopted 
by the Society; but Right Rev. Dr. Mullock 
considered that the circumstances of his appoint-
ment and arrival rendered such marks of con-
gratulation and display inappropriate, and 
declined to receive it. He immediate] y, how-
ever, caused himself to be enrolled a member 
of the Society. 
On the 6th of January, I85o, the Feast of 
the Epiphany, the new Cathedral was opened 
with all the pomp and ceremony which are usual 
on such occasions in the Catholic Church. Th~ 
vast building had h·een constructed, notwith-
standing the prophets of evil who had opposed 
the project as a mad undertaking. The interior 
'vas not yet finished ; a temporary altar was 
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erected for the occasion. The consecration was 
deferred until the whole work, within as \veil 
as without, was finished. Pontifical High 
Mass \Vas celebrated by Dr. Fleming, whose 
delicate health and shattered constitution bore 
eloquent tribujte to the labours and sacrifices 
::., 
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Catholic Body participating in a Catholic cere-
mony, and the boys from the Orphan Asylum 
Schools, in charge of their religious teachers, 
not the l·east of the great triumphs of his long 
and useful labours in the cause of Religion and 
Humanity. 
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RIGHT REv. JOHN T. MULLOCK, O.S.F., Fifth Bishop of St. John's, 
which the consummation of this, the great work 
of his life, had imposed upon him. 
It is pardonable to think that when his Lord-
ship looked o·ut on the vast congregation wl1ich 
filled the Cathedral on that occasion, and saw 
in a prominent place the green scarfs and badges 
of the officers and members of the Benevolent 
Irish Society, he felt their presence the lie, as a 
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Six months later, the Society again assembled 
in the vast edifice, this time to· pay a last tribute 
to the great Prelate to \vho~ they owed so 
much. On the morning of July 18th, at ten 
o'clock, Solemn High Mass was offered in the 
Cathedral for the repose of the soul of Right 
Rev. Dr. Fleming, the Society being present in 
a body. In the afternoon, the Society attended 
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the funeral, and occupied th·e place of p~rece­
dence, immediately after the mourners, which 
was its due by the seniority and by the mutual 
affection which bound the deceased Prelate and 
the Society to·gether. The bo·dy was buried in 
a vault in the Cathedral behi:nd the High Altar. 
There also were laid th·e remains of Right Rev. 
Dr. Scallan, which were transferred from the 
y.ard of th\e Old· Chapel, where they had been 
buried' in 1830. 
Ten days after the funeral the Society \vas 
summoned to fill the office of Vice-Patron, 
which had been. i:n suspense since the beginning 
of th'e year. An interesting discussion took 
place as to the propriety of making the Bishop 
join'tJ Patrornt wilth th,e\ G'overnor ,. not{Vice-Patron, 
as he had been heretofore. The relations bet-
ween the Bisho·p and thre Society had been 
growing closer and closer during the past 
twenty. years. It was decided "that the Gover-
nor of N ewfou:ndland· fo·r th:e time b~eing and 
the R. C. Bishop of this Colony be henceforth 
Patrons of this Sqciety." A _deputation frotn 
the Body vJ.aited on Right Rev. Dr. lVIullock: 
to· request him to favour th·e Soci~ety by accept-
ing the ~o,ffice of Patro·n. The deputation vvas 
very kindly received by his Lordship, vvho 
"begged them t·o assure the Society that in 
aocepting the honour conferr.ed on. him, he 
would do all in his ·p·ower to fu.rther its interests.'' 
Henceforth the Bish·op was the real Patron 
of the Society. The appointment of the Gover-
n~o·r as joint Patron was a m,ere formal m.atter, 
which: only survived a few years. The last 
Governor who filled the office of Patro·n wa:s 
C. H. Darling, Esq., wh·o was appointed in 
1855· Th·enceforth the Bisb'.op of St. John's 
was its sole Patron,. 
In 185I the Society drevv still closer the con-
necti.on betw·een itself and the Catholic Church. 
It had b·een the almo·st inv.ariable custo·tn of the 
members to celebrate St. Patrick's Day, the 
Festival of the Society, by dining together in 
the evening. The religious character ~of the 
day was n·ot marked by any' appropriate cere-
mony. The first suggestion, that the Society 
as a Body observe the day as .a holyday, as well 
as a holiday, came frorn the report o.f the officers 
for the year 18so-I, and is appro·priately signed 
by Mr. Richard Howley, the father of our 
present an·d first Archbishop, then Vice-Presi-
dent of the Society. "Why sh·ould not," says 
this rep·ort, ''yo·ur Society as a Body in the 
morning o.f that holyday (St. Patrici<:'s Day) 
p~oceed to the Cathedral, and there offer up 
their united aspirations in pray·er, and assist in 
presenting to the Most High the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass, for the peace, the h'appiness, and 
prosperity of the country, and for the eternal 
glo·ry of her children.'' 
The President, Hon. L. O'Brien, discussed 
the matter with Right Rev. Dr. Mullock, who 
was highly pleased with the sug·gestio·n, and 
expressed his intention of appropriating a place 
in the Cathedral at last Mass on St. Patrick's 
Day for the reception of the Society, and he 
promis,ed that he would also have the sermon 
at that Mass, instead of in the evening as h'ad 
heretofore been the practice. 
\iVhen the Society was made acquainted with 
these arrangements, it was resolved to meet at 
the Orphan Asylum School on St. Patrick's 
Day, at ten o'clock, and proceed thence by vvay 
,of Military Road, \i\T a ter Street, and Queen's 
Street, to the Cathedral, there to assist at the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and afterwards to 
return to the Asylum by the same route. This 
programme was duly carried out, and a tnost 
eloquent and instructive sermon was preached 
by the Righ:t Rev. Dr. Mullock. In the evening 
the customary Irish dinner was held', which was, 
as usual, a feast no~t only of the joys of the 
board, but also ~of fun, conviviality, wit, and 
patriotic sentiment. 
An unpleasant incident occurred during the 
d~inn·er. It had always been a practice to dis-
tribute the toasts to appro·priate speakers be-
fore th~e dinner. This was one of the duties 
performed by the stewards, to who·se manage-
ment all arrangements for the dinner were 
delegated by the Society. It had been arranged 
that Mr. P. F. Little, the First Assistant Vice-
President, sh'ould respond to· the toast "The 
Land we live in·." It appears that Mr. Little 
had undertaken the to.ast at the express request 
of Mr. John Fo·x, the Vice-President. Ho·w-
ever, when the toast was put from the chair, 
some of the guests called upon Mr. Fox, who, 
ignoring th'e previous arrang·ements, sto·od up 
and responde9 to it. This was regarded as an 
insult to· the Society, .and Mr. Fox sent in his 
resignatio·n of the o·ffice of Vice-President, which 
was accepted, with very severe criticisms on 
his conduct, in which the Rig-ht Rev. Dr. 
Mullock, wh'o attended the me~ting, joined. 
In 185I the Orphan Asylum 'vas painted, 
and a large amount sp·ent in repairs, and seven 
neatly-constructed chandeliers placed in the 
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upper room. The accommo·dation was too small 
for the demands upon tl1e schools. The ex ... 
pediency of petitio·ning the Legislatu.re fo·r a 
grant, in aid of extending the schoolrooms, had 
been discussed, but owing to the embarassed 
condition of the Colonial finances, it was thougl1t 
better to· defer the application to· a more fa,ro.ur-
able occasion·. At the instance of Right Rev. 
Dr. Mullock a Sunday·-School was opened in the 
Society's roo·ms, fo·r the general educatio'n of 
servants, and such persons as could not con-
veniently attend scho·ol during wo·rl{ing days, 
This proved a most useful addition to· the work 
of the Society. 
During the year the necessity of industrial 
education for the young received the attention 
of the officers, who·, in their report, recom-
mended. the Society t·o· establish· a department 
fo·r the instruction, of the lJoys in the making 
and m1ending of nets. 
Du.rin·.g th~e year 1852 the deferred petition 
was presented to the Legislature, and tl1e sum 
·of £Ioo was granted the Society. By the 
aid of this grant the. Society was in a position 
to establish· the Industrial Department in con-
nectio·n with its schools : ''Thereup~o·n the So·-
ciety made efficient arrangements in their build-
ings for the ma;nufacture of nets and seines. 
and' in order that that branch of industry should 
be taught th'e youths who· attended the Orphan 
Asylum. Scho·ol, the Society engaged the ser-
vices of a co~mpetent teacher to~ superintend tl1e 
Industrial Department of the Institution, in 
which there were during the past year t-vventy-
five yo·uths receiving instruction, and a quantity 
of nets were made an·d repaired.'' 
Th·e schoo~ls th.emselves had not been ,giving 
that satisfaction to the members which tl1ey had 
reaso·n to· expect from the excellent results which 
th·e monks had produced during the first years 
:of th'eir management It is true that two· of 
them, Brother J o·h:n H.anlo·n, the Principal, who 
had been, recommended by Right Rev. Dr. 
McHale, and Brother Bernardine, had returned 
to· Ireland, leaving th.e staff greatly reduced. 
Thi·s had· rendered it necessary, in 18so, to 
appoint two' assistant teach'ers, namely, Messrs. 
Patrick Flannery .and John Roche, to help the 
remaining monl{s. Besides the aid given by these 
assistant teachers, the sum of £2o a year was 
given~ to· Brother Angelus, the Superior, to, pay 
four monitors selected from the bo·ys attending 
the school. The lay teachers taught under the 
superintendence of the Brotl1ers,- until 1852, 
when so·me friction arising, the Brothers re-
comm·ended the Society to discontinue their 
services, w·hich was done. Matters did not 
irnprove. In N o·vember, 1853, the Chairman, 
Mr. T. S. Dwyer, repo~rted\ unfavourably on 
their condition. 
On March Igth, 1854, a special meeting was 
call~ed to deal with th~e eo·ndition of the scl1o·ol. 
The President, Ho·n. L. O'Brien, stated that 
several co~mplaints had been made of the falling 
off in the attendance of the children, as well 
.as of the inefficiency of the instrt1ction im-
parted. In fact, that it was apparent to· all 
th·at so~me change was absolutely necessary if 
it was d'esired that the schools sl1ould sustain 
that ch.aracter in the community which they had 
held up to the present. It was decided to· place 
the school under lay teachers. The sum of 
£140 was appropriated' to·wards salaries. Tl1e 
President was instructed to wait on Right Rev. 
Dr. Mullock, and request him to put himself in 
CO•m,m.unication with Dr. McCauley, ch:airman 
of the National Board! of Education, Irela.nd. 
The Bishop -vvrote to Dr. McCauley, fro·m \vhom 
he received a reply, that he h·oped to be able 
shortly to engage the services of two go·od 
teachers. A year passed, and nothing further 
was heard from Dr. McCauley. Under these 
circumstances, arrangements were made with 
Mr. Henry Simms, who had taught the Society's 
schools on their first establishment, before the 
erection of t4·e Orphan Asylum, and before the 
emplo·yment of Mr. John Grace. By this 
arrangement Mr. Simms was ap·p·o.inted teacher 
for a term of fo·ur years, at a salary of £140 
a year. 
The Indu.strial Department, the year before, 
1854, had: been placed under the direction of 
Mr. Bartholomew Connors, who· for many years 
afterw.ards superin.tended that department. 
It will be remembered th.at the consecration of 
the Cathedral w.as deterred until the building 
was finished·. This great event, to which the 
Catholic citizens ha.d been lo~oking fo·rvvard to· 
for so·me ·years took place on Sunday, Sep-
t?ember gth, 1855· Right Rev. Dr. Mullock 
made every arrangement for th'e occasion, on a 
scale suitable to, its importance. He i11vited His 
Grace Most Rev. Dr. Hughes, Archbishop of 
New York, and· their Lordships the Right Rev. 
Dr. de Charbonnel, Bishop of Toronto; Right 
Rev. Dr. McKinno·n, Bishop of Arich.at; and 
Ri.ght Rev. Dr. Connolly,Bish·o·p of St. John,Ne\v 
100 
Brunswick, to atten~d the ceremony of consecra-
tion. These Prelates, with their chaplains, 
arriv~ed in St. john,s on tl1e evening of Monday, 
the 3rd of Septen1ber. Their arrival had been 
looked forward to witl: great eagerness by the 
Catholics of this city. Elaborate preparations 
were made for tl1eir rtception. The Benevolent 
Irish Society, the Mechanics' and other Catl1olic 
Bodies, were drawn up in lines along \Vater 
Street. As the stea111er approached tl1~e landi11g 
place the great bells of tl1e new Cathedral, to-
gether \vith thos.e of th·e Old Chapel and th~e 
convents, rang out in joyous welco·me to the 
visiting Prelates. The wl1ole town \vas bril-
liantly lighted. On landing, they were received 
by his Lordship Dr. Mullock, and escort~ed by 
the Societies, in order of seniority, and were 
driven in l1is Lordship's carriage through the 
principal streets to the Episcopal Residence. 
A halt was made at the Cathedral_, where His 
Grace Archbishop Hughes gave his blessing to 
the -people frorn the Higl1 Altar, and Right 
Rev. Dr. Mullocl{ thanked the congregation for 
the reception given to· the visitors. 
On Wednesday, the sth, the Ben·evolent Irish 
Society met at the Orphan Asylum School, and 
thence proceeded to the Presentation Convent, 
where, according to previous arrangement, th:e 
visiting Prelates received them. The Presi-
dent, Hon. L. O'Brien, then read the follo\ving 
addr~ess o.f welcon1e : 
"To His Grace the Archbishop of Ne\v York, 
and their Lordships the Bishops of Toronto, 
Arichat, and New Brunswicl(. 
"MY LORDS 
' 
"vVe, the B·enevolent Irish Society of Saint 
John's, beg leave to tender to yo·ur Lordships .a 
heartf~elt welcome to our shores. We hail 
your presence in our country as an event tl1at 
sheds honour on our Island, \vhile your exalted 
characters for piety and learning, and all the 
gifts that hallo·w th·e nan1e of Christian Pre-
lates, swell th~e hearts of our Roman Catl1olic 
people witl1 pride and gratification. 
''But, My Lords, the great occasion that 
brings you amongst us is _one that awa]{ens in 
all our boso·n1s feelings of the deepest interest, 
because · we .regard it as a marked tribute of 
your high approval of that zeal and charity 
which so distinguished the humble fishermen of 
Newfoundland, as to inspire them, under the 
guidance of our late lamented and present dis-
tinguished Bishops, with a spirit to raise a 
temple for the w~orship ·of the Most High God, 
probably the greatest that has ever sprung in 
any land from resources so lowly. 
'''I'h.erefor·e, My Lords, with the most pro-
fo·und r·espect, as Ro.man Catholics and as Irish-
n1en, and the sons of Irishmen, we o·ffer you 
an earnest and truly Irish .welcome, and pray 
tl1at your lives may be blessed with lengtl1 of 
days and tranquil happin~ess, to enabl~e you to 
fulfil the duties of your respective high and 
holy missions . 
• 
"LAURENCE O'BRIEN, President. 
"GEORGE J. HoGSETT, Secretary.'' 
To the address His Grace Archbisl1op Hughes, 
for himself and brother Prelates, made th·e fol-
lo·wing reply : 
''Mr. President and Gentlen1en of tl1e Benevo-
lent Irish Society, 
''We receive with great pleasure the kind senti-
ments of cordial welcome and resp;ect which 
have been so eloquently expressed in your ad-
dress; but no formal expression of those senti-
ments was necessary to convince us of the 
sincerity of your feelings, which was evidenced 
in the r·eception you gave us o·n our landing in 
St. John's. It is for us a great privilege to be 
with you on the auspicious occasion which has 
brought us to your shores, it gives us an oppor-
tunity of witnessing the triumph of one of the 
greatest undertakings that have ever been 
brought to a successful completion, by means 
apparently so inadequate, under the zealous 
guidance of your lat~e ven~erable Prelate, and 
of his successor, your present illustrious Bishop. 
1"'he Catholics of Newfoundland have erected 
to the glory of God a Cathedral wl1ich would 
do honour to any age, or to any country of 
Christendom. In witnessing its solemn conse-
cration we shall b~e enabled to participate in 
your feelings ~of gratitude, and of ultimate 
triumph, after so, many years of unconquer-
able perseverance and unabating ardour. 
''And in returning to our homes we shall 
encourage th·e faithful co·mn1itted to our care, 
by laying before them a statement of the wo,nders 
which you have accomplished on behalf of our 
Holy Religion. We pray you, then, Gentle-
men of the Benevolent Irish Society, to accept 
our \Varmest thanks for the cordial welcome 
which you have extended to us; and pray 
Almighty God to bestow upon you happiness in 
this life and the eternal recompense of your z~eaJ 
and piety in the I if e which is tg cotne. '' 
The evident sincerity of His Grace, and the 
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touching manner in which this reply was de-
livered, deeply impressed the members. After 
the presentation of the address, the Society, at 
the request of the R~ev. Superioress, went 
through the Convent Schools and examined with 
d~elight and admiration the work of the girls in 
every branch of education, domestic and literary. 
On Sunday, the gth, the consecration of the 
Cathedral was perform~ed by Right Rev. Dr. 
Mullock. The .occasion was one of unique 
splendour and solemnity. For days previous 
Catholic residents from the outports had been 
pouring into the capital to witness the grand 
spectacle. Th~e whole city was gaily decorated. 
On Sunday morning the Society met in its 
rooms, and proceeded to the Cathedral, accom-
panied by a fine band, where a place of honour 
was set apart for it by Right Rev. Dr. Mullock. 
1"'he ceremony of consecration was conducted 
with the impressive service appointed by the 
Catholic Church for such occasions. Great 
dignity was added by the presence .of so many 
distinguished ecclesiastics. The exterior of th~e 
sacred edifice was first blessed; then possession 
of the building having ~been taken by the Sign 
of the Cross, the interior, in the perscribed form, 
was consecrated to th·e services of religion. 
After the Cathedral and the High Altar were 
consecrated by Right Rev. Dr. Mullock, the side 
altars wer~e consecrated by the Bisho·ps of 
Toronto and Arichat. Pontifical High Mass 
was then celebrated ~by the Right Rev. Dr. 
Connolly, Bishop of St. John, New Brunswick, 
and an erudite and eloquent sermon was preached 
by His Grace Archbishop Hughes. 
After the sacred ceremonies were over, the 
Bishops and clergy passed through lines formed 
by the Benevolent Irish and Mechanics' Socie-
ti~es, to the Presentation Convent, Archbishop 
Hughes giving his blessing to the assembled 
multitude as he went. The Society was after-
wards entertained at th.e Convent. 
The night was given up to rejoicing. On 
the ringing of the joy-bells of the Cathedral the 
whole town was illuminated. Lights were di&-
played in the windows of the citizens; tar 
barrels were burned in different sections of the 
city. The Orphan Asylum, the h~ome :of the 
Benevolent Irish Society, was one blaz~e of 
light; firearms, skyrockets, and the sweet strains 
of .music filled the illuminated city with sounds 
of joy and gladn,ess. Everything indicated that 
the great heart of the people went out in 
thanksgiving for the accomplishment of a great 
work which had taker1 years of toil and sucri· 
fice to bring to a successful completion. 
On rfuesday night, the I Ith, the lZig·ht l~cv. 
Dr. Mullock and his distinguished visitors were 
the guests of the Benevolent Irish Society at a 
dinner given in the Orphan Asylum. 'I'he com-
pany numbered about one hundred and sixty. 
It ""ras a rare and elegant entertainment, not only 
for the sumptuous dinner, but for the intellectual 
feast and flow of soul which the occasion called 
forth. 
On Wednesday, the 12th, their Lordships 
went to~ Harbor Grace and Carbonear, where. 
they received a most enthusiastic welcome. The 
Benevolent Irish Society of that to·wn took a 
prominent part in th~e entertainments provided 
for them. They remained until Saturday, when 
they returned to· St. John's. 
On Sunday, the 16th, the foundation stone of 
St. Patrick's Church, Riverhead, was laid by 
Archbishop Hughes. The Benevol~ent Irish 
Society attended in processional order. After 
the ceremo·ny of laying the foundation stone was 
concluded, His Grace delivered an appropriate 
and eloquent address to· the people. Their 
Lordships wer~ escorted back to the Palace by 
the Society. 
At the anniversary m·eeting in 1856-the Golden 
Jubilee of the Society-His Grace Archbishop 
Hughes and the Prelates who· accompanied him 
were made Honorary Members of the Benevo-
lent Irish Society. In acknowledging this 
mark .of respect, His Lordship Dr. de Char-
bonne!, Bishop of Toronto, says, in a letter to 
the President, Ho·n. L. O'Brien: 
''Please to receiv~e and ~offer my best thanks 
to your confrer~es fo·r having elected me an 
Honorary Mem·ber of your Benevolent Irish So-
ciety, and sent me its beautiful insignia. I do 
not need this new token of your kindness to 
keep ev~er green in my memory the unparalleled 
hospitality we received in St. John's, in your 
island, and fro·m your truly Benevolent Society, 
on the occasion of the consecration of your 
magnificent Cathedral. 
''I am astonished at the edifying reports of 
your different co1mmittees in your work of 
charity on behalf of orphans, of education of 
the poor, of tl1e sufferers ·by the calamitous fire 
of October last, o·n your large savings, on the 
·extraorqinary increase of your members, an·d 
on the admirable election of your offioers. 
''The Fiftieth Anniversary of your Society 
shows still better your union, strength, and 
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pow·er. I doubt very much whether there is in 
all ~the British Colonies, or in North America, 
anoth~er society which may boast of half a cen-
tury's stability. 
''Happy the country which has such a select 
body : happy the city which has such benefac-
tors : happy the Bishop who has such agents 
of ind~issoluble charity : happy I esteem myself 
to be and remain in St. Patrick's heart, Ho.nor-
able Presid~ent, your grat~eful and devoted 
brother, 
school should visit the junior class alternately to 
t~est the competencyof the boys with a view to th~eir 
transfer to the senior class. Two members of 
the committee made regular visits to the school, 
and entered each visit in a book provided for 
the purpose, with such remarks on th~e condi-
tion of the school and scholars as their inspec-
tion disclose. 
'fhe number of scholars on the roll at this 
time was eomparatively small, numb,ering only 
about 260 boys, while the average attendanoe 
+ ARMANDUS DE CHARBONNEL, varied from 130 to 160. 
Bishop of Toronto.'' Wh·en, ho-vvever, the new system became 
The schools had been somewhat insecure established, the numbers increased rapidly, and 
since the year 1854; the arrangement made with the attendance became ~more regular. 
Mr. Simms, after the failur~e of the negotia- In the same year the question of the Incorpo-
tions of Right Rev. Dr. Mullocl{ with Dr. ration of the Society was again brought forward 
McCauley, of Dublin, was of a temporary char- and discussed. · An Act had be~en introduced 
acter. It was necessary, if the scho·ols were to into the Legislature in 1856 for that purpose, 
maintain their efficiency, that some lasting but was allowed to lapse. During the same 
arrangement should be reached. Dr. Mullock session a General Act to facilitate the Incor-
availed of a visit of Fr. Wm. Forristal to Dublin p,oration of Companies a·nd Societies was pass,ed, 
to empower him to procure the services of a which enabled such Bodies to become incorpo-
rated without the elaborate formalities ,of a 
competent t·eacher. Fr. Forristal, accordingly, Special Act of the Legislature. By this Act 
employed a teacher named Thomas McGrath, having provided for the incorporation of busi-
who had a large experience in the old country' ness and trading companies, it was enacted that 
and was highly recommended. Mr. McGrath any society formed for religious, charitable, 
arrived in St. John's in November, I8S7· The educational and other lawful purposes might be 
school committee held several meetings at this made a corporate body by filing with the 
time with a vi~ew of reorganizing the schools. Colonial Secretary a certificate in writing, ac-
1 t was found that the general constitution I{nowledged before a Notary Public, setting . 
adopted in the rules of 1832 was admirably forth the name and o~bject ·of the society, its 
adapted to secure efficiency. The great diffi- officers, and rules, regulations, and bye-laws. 
culty was tl1e irregular attendance of the The Ben·evolent Irish Society availed ~of th·e 
scholars. 'fhis was due in great part to the provisions of this Act, a.nd· ~on the 13th of 
withdrawal of children in the summer time to February, 1857, made the necessary declaration 
tal{e part in the fishery, and in winter to th,e before Mr. J no. Little. The certificate was 
\vant of shoes and other comfortable clothing filed on the same day, and th~e Society became 
to enable the boys to k~eep out the great cold; incorporated. 
but it was also evident that some parents On April 27th, 1857, the Society attended the 
showed a singular apathy in .not availing them- laying of the foundation stone of St. Bona-
selves of the free education given by th~e So- venture's College, which the Right Rev. Dr. 
ciety's schools. The schools were reorganized. Mullock had decid·ed to build for the purpose 
The more advanced boys were placed in the of establishing a high-school, to take the place 
upper room of the Orphan Asylum, under the of the old Ro~man Catholic Academy. It had 
direction and superintendence of Mr. Simms and only been of late years that any efforts were 
Mr. Thomas McGrath, while the junior pupils made in the direction of higher educatio~n in 
were taught by Broth~er Francis Grace in the St. John's. In 1845 a general academy was 
Jower part of the building. It was arranged established by the Legislature, with endo~w­
that any boy who, without reasonable excuse, ments which were considered appropriate. It 
showed irregularity in attendance, should be was foun·d to be unworkable. It lived for five 
disqualifi,ed for promotion from the lower to the years only, under the direction o.f three masters, 
higher school; and that the teachers of the higher but never had an attendance exceeding 18 to 20. 
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In 1850 three separate academies were estab-
lished, one for the Catholics, one for the Epis-
copalians, and the third for th~e general body 
of Protestants. Bishop Mullock did not approve 
of this system for Catholics. It was with a 
view to having a college under his own or his 
£1ergy's supervision that he caused St. Bona-
venture's College to be er~ected. 
.'·, } . 
. 
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day. He led the fight for Responsible Govern-
ment, and on its concession, becan1e the first 
Premier and Attorney-General under the new 
system. When, therefore, Mr. Little was 
elected to the office of Pre,sident of the Benevo-
lent Irish Society he was Premier of th·e Colony. 
In 1858 he was raised to the Bench of the 
Supreme Court of Newfoundland. The Society 
' . 
,, 
~ 
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lioN. P. F. LITTLE, 
Two years President Benevolent Irish Society. ' 
Hon. P. F. Little succeeded Hon. L. O'Brien 
as President ~of the Society in 1857· He was 
re-elected in 1858. Mr. Littl~e came to New-
foundland in the year 1844· He was a native 
of Prince Edward Island, born in 1824. He was 
a barrister, having studied in Charlottetown, 
and was ad1mitted to the N ewfo·un·dlan.d Bar on 
his arrival in this Colony. He practised in 
partnership with his brother, Mr. John Little. 
In 185o he entered public life. He quickly, by 
virtue of his character and abilities, became 
leader of the Catholic and Liberal Party of the 
was greatly pleased at this dignity conferred 011 
its President. Resolutions of congratulation were 
passed, which were presented by the officers to 
Judge Little at his residence. Th·ese events 
happened between the August and November 
quarterly meetings. In N ov~ember J u·dge Little 
presid~ed over the quarterly meeting- the only 
time in the history of the Society when a J uqge 
of the Supreme Court, actually in office, pre-
sided at its meeting. 
Judge Little was succeeded in the office of 
President by the Hon. Edward Morris. Mr. 
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Morris was a native of Waterford, Ireland. 
He was a nephew of the late Patrick Morris, 
who had taken such a prominent part in the 
early history of the Society. Mr. Morris carried 
on a comn1ission business in St. John's. For 
years he ·occupied a seat in the Legislative 
Council of the Colony, and was ultimately its 
President. He was cashier of the Governm·ent 
;.;.::.; ... 
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~ ~) ·~ ~ 
" ·~ ~ ~::: 
Van Diemen's Laa.d, when a free pardon was 
granted to him. On the 17th of February-
the Anniversary Day of the Society-Smith 
O'Brien arriv·ed in St. John's by steamer, c11 
route for the United States, from Galway. He 
only remained one day in St. John's, leaving 
again on the evening of the 18th. Mr. O'Brien 
\vas the guest of Right Rev. Dr. Mullock at 
.. ; 
t:' ~ ~· ~ le 
~· 
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l-IoN. EDWARD MoRRis, M.L.C., 
Sixteen years President Benevolent Irish Society. 
Savings Bank. He fill ed the office of Admini-
strator of the Governn1ent of the Colony in 1870 
and again in 1883 
The first official act of Mr. Morris after his 
election to th·e office of President was to wel-
come W. Smith O'Brien, the Irish patriot and 
leader of 1848. Smith O'Brien had been con-
demned to be hanged, drawn and quartered for 
his share in the ''Young Irelan·d'' movement 
and the insurrection of 1848. His s·entence was 
afterwards changed to penal .3ervitude for life. 
Under this sentence he ,pass·ed eight y_ears in 
th·e Palaoe whilst he was in the city. The 
Society was called together on the morning of 
the 18th to discuss the best manner of paying 
their respects to the distinguished patriot. It 
was decided to present him with an address. 
It was arranged that the address should be 
presented at the Presentation Convent. 'fhe 
meeting adjourned to asscn1ble again at half-
past one, when the Society, accompanied by the 
Mechanics' Soci~ety, and a large nun1ber of 
citizens; went in processional order to the con-
vent. When Mr. O'Brien presented himself the 
105 
CENTENAJ?l! l3ENEVOLEN1~ IRIS~H SOCJE1,Y OF ST. JOHN'S, N.F. 
President, Edward Morris, read the following feeling that cheers me her•e to-day would over-
address : come the influences of an atmosphere much 
''To Williatn Smith O'Brien, Esq. more severe than tl1at of a winter day in New-
SIR-The Benevolent Irish Society of Saint foundland. 
John's proudly seize upon the opportunity which ''Th·e congratulations which you offer would 
your transient visit here, en route to· the Unit·ed have been gratifying to me, even though they 
States, affords us to offer the tribute of our n1ight l1ave been articulated in a voice of suffer-
respect and affection to you, Sir, so distin- ing such as I have too often been accustomed 
guished by your princely descent, by your to hear in my native land; but here I am happy 
enlightened and cultivated intellect, by your to be able to reciprocate congratulations rather 
exalted and genuine liberality of sentiment, than condolence. I co·nf,ess that I was not pre-
and, above all, by your unceasing solicitude for pared to witness such in·dicatio·ns of prosperity 
the interests of the Irish nation. as have been brought under my notice during 
''To us Irishmen, some by birth, others by 111y short stay in this island. Though I have 
descent, the name of William Smith O'Brien arrived in St. John's at the most inclement 
has long been intimate and venerated. \tVe season of the year, I have found here no evi-
have deeply sytnpathised with you in your dence .of a want of the comfo·rts of lif,e; your 
struggle and misfortunes; \Ve have mourned well-shelt·ered port, which in summer must be 
for you during your exile of ·eight years at the perfectly beautiful, is picturesqu·e even when 
Antipodes, and we rejoiced with warmth, \vhich clothed in tl1e garb of winter. Y·our popula-
true devotion and love can only excite, when tion appear to enjoy to· a large extent th·e fruits 
you \Vere restored by the free pardo·n of our of prosperity, and I recognize in their free and 
Gracious Sovereign to the bosom of your illus- manly bearing that confidence which springs 
trious family and to the land of your birth and from self-reliance, intrepidity, and virtue. I 
affections. am info·rmed, too, by those who are well ac-
''We refrain from any expression of opinion quainted with the resources of this country, that 
as to your political career, but we tender to, tl1ere is no part of the world in which in·dus-
you our warm admiration of your private virtue try may expect more sur·ely a fair reward, 
and of your self-sacrificing devotion to your whether it be applied to the production of the 
opinions and principles. land or of the sea, to agriculture or commerce. 
'' \Ve shall ever cherish the recollection of this When I contrast the comforts which your popu-
unexpected happiness of meeting so b~eloved a lation enjoy with the privations which many of 
fellow-countryman, and in congratulating you our fellow-countrymen still suffer in Ireland, and 
upon your safe arrival here after your bois- which even at the present moment are driving 
terous passage, we shall pray for your safe into expatriation fr,om Donegal the Gaelic race 
and happy return to your home and family. of Tyrconnell, I am inclined to wish that some 
''EDWARD MoRRIS, President. of those who are forced to s~eek a home in other 
"JAMES HEALY, Secretary. lands should turn their eyes towards N ewfo·und- · 
''St. John's, Feb. 18th, 185g." land as a field for their future industry and 
Mr. 0 'Brien replied to tl1e address to the ·ent~erprise. 
following effect : ''Recent events· tend to ·establish between I rc-
'(GENTLEMEN, land and St. John'smorefrequentintercommuni-
''A kindly and genial welcome has at all cation tl1an has hitherto existed, and I feel 
times and in all countries been acceptable to assured that you will agree with me in l1oping 
me, but it is especially acceptable upon arrival, that tl1is increased intercourse may be pro·duc-
after a tempestuous voyage, in a land to· wl1icl1 tive of m~tual advantage to both countries. I 
I have hitherto been a _ stranger. Yet I can know not whether I can with propriety calJ 
scarcely call myself a stranger in Newfound- this country an Irish Colony, but I am sure 
land, for I find you are familiar with all the that your countrymen at home will feel proud 
incidents of my past career; and though many of a fraternal connection with a people amongst 
of you have never s·een Ireland, I recognize whom lives so strong an attachment to our 
here all the best charact·eristics of the Irish race; common fath·erland. Allow me to add that the 
the rigour of this climate has not chilled the pleasure whiGh I f·eel in affording occasion for 
warm pulses of the Irish heart and the kindly the manifestation of this attachment is scarcely 
Io6 
) 
Back Ro-u;-\V. J. 1-liGGINS, J. MAHONEY, J. FITZGIBBON, J. J. O'GRADY, R. J. PO\VER, J. DONNELLY, E. J. HIGGINS, 
J. c. PIPPY, P. BKO\V~, \ 7 • RYALL. 
Srcond A>ozc-C. P. EAGAN, G. F. Po\VER; MISSES F. \VIfiTE, H. WHITE, A. FITZGERALD, G. \VHITE, J(. MURPHY, 
l\1RS. w. G. HARRIS. 
Front 1\)0w-l\liSSES MOLLIE 11ANSFIELD AND IJ. FITZGERALD. 
Back Rozo-E. l(ELLY, A. G. SUTTON, H. A. MORRISSEY, J. }(EARNEY, P. J. O'NEILL, T. ~. vVHITE, M. J. BYRNE, 
F. JARDINE, W. B. COMERFORD. 
Seco1:d Rozv-P. F. MooRE, GEO. KNIGHT, Miss HALLEY, l\Irss P. CARROLL, MRs. P. J. DALTON, l\trss S. GARLAND, 
MISS L. CARROLL, G. F. TRAINOR. 
Front Row-MISS MOLLIE 1\1ANSFIELD, Miss G, HARRIS. 
Dramatic Troupe. 
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surpassed by the gratification w.hich I feel in 
acknowledging th.e expression of personal sym.-
pathy .and respect which. y·ou -o·ffer in your ad-
dress. 
"The memory of these emotions vvill ever 
henceforth connect themselves with the reco1-
lection of my first visit to St. Jo·hn's, and· when 
I return to my own h.appy fireside I sh·all not 
fail to, communicate to my family the kindly 
wishes to which you have given utterance for 
their welfare and hap~piness. '' 
T.he office of Vice-Patro~n of the Society l1ad 
not been filled since the death of Right Rev. Dr. 
Fleming .in. 18so. On March the 6th, 1859, 
Hon. Laurence O'Brien, who for so~ many years 
filled the office of President, was chosen by the 
unanimous voice ·of the Society to~ fill the 
positio~n. Mr. O'Brien had retired from the 
Presidency in 1857· He was now the President 
of the Legislative Council of the Colo-ny, an.d 
had filled the office of Administrator of the 
Government of th.e Colony on the promotion of 
Governor Darling to the Governorship· of 
Jamaica. Mr. O'Brien accepted' the office with 
gratitude to the n1em,bers for paying him so! 
high a co·mpliment. 
In 186o the Fifth· Volunteer Rifle Company 
was instituted un·der the patronage of the 
Society. The matter was brought before the 
Bo-dy by the President, Mr. Morris, o·n the 13th 
of March. After some discussion, it was de-
cided to institute a Volunteer Corps on the 
same lines upon which, the corps already estab-
lis-hed in the city. were founded. Admission to 
the ranks was not confined tp· members of the 
Society, but was o·p-en to· all citizens who· not 
being members were enabled to join. ~1r. E. 
Delaney was appointed acting-secretary to~ 
confer with the officers of the other cornpanies, 
and to procure a copy ~of their rules for con-
sideration. Mr. Delaney reported favourably 
to, a meeting held o·n the 27th of l\1arch. The 
list was then opened, and twenty-five volunteers 
signed. The use of the Committee Ro.om of 
th·e Orp~han Asylum was allowed to thie Corps 
for meetings, both durin.g and after forma-
tio·n. 
In July, 186o, His Royal Highness the Prince 
of W.ales-no~w His M·ajesty Kin·g Ed,vard tl1e 
Seventh-visited St. Jo-hn's. He arrived bene 
on the evenin_g of the 23rd, and left again o-n 
the morning of the 26th, spending two \vhole 
days in- the city. This arrival had be1en looked 
forwar.d to for a long time. At the quarterly 
meeting in May the Benevolent Irish Society 
deferred all arrangements for his r:eception to 
a special meetin1g to, be called later. Early in 
June a committee o.f citizens was fo·rmed by 
the Gov~ernment to organise and carr~ out the 
mode of reception. The Benevolent Irish So-
ciety was asked by this committee to take1 part. 
A special meeting was called on J uoe the Igth. 
It w.as decided to· walk in the procession, botl1 on 
the arrival and departure, to, pre:sent His Royal 
Highness with an address of \Velcon1e, and to 
carry in the processio·n. appropriate banners. 
The Benevolent Irish Society of Harbor 
Grace, through its Pr~sident, Mr. R. \Valsl1, 
wrote to Hon. Mr. Mo·rris, conveying to him 
th~eir resolutio·n to come to St. John's as a Bo~dy 
to take p,art in the reception .of the Prince. 
This resolve w.as communicated to: the Society 
by Mr. Morris. It was received with acclama-
tion. It was decided- to, receive the sister 
Society with respect and affection, to- place the 
Orphan Asylum Roo~ms at their disposal, and 
to give them prece:denc(e in all processio-ns held 
during their visit. It was also, decided to in-
vite thetn to a dejeun,er on the d.ay of the Prince's 
departure, b~ut as this day fell .o·n Friday, it 
w,as subsequently postp-o·ned to Saturday. 
All arran~gements for the reception were co_m-
pleted, and the .official programme appeared in 
the Royal Ga,zette. A ·difficulty now arose 
over a questio·n of precedence. In the· official 
programme the Maso·nic Society was given pre-
cedence in the processio·n. A meeting of the 
Society was summoned. A protracted and 
angry debate ensued. The majority of mem-
bers · claimed the right to: vvalk first on the 
ground of seniority, others tho~ught that the 
regulatio·ns having been made and published, 
and~ the Society having n·o control, it vvas useless 
to discuss the matter. It lo~o·k~d as if no de-
cisio·n could be reached, so, the President ad-
jo~urned the meeting until later in the evening. 
The subject was resumed \vh.en the Society 
reassembled. The President urg,ed upon the 
members the necessity -of discussing the matter 
disp,assio~nately, and pointed out tl1e responsi-
bility they wo.uld incur by declin.ing to walk in 
the procession, namely, tl1e disorganization of 
all the other societies, the disunion. and dis-
sension th.at would be created in the several 
societ1es and in the public mind, also· the 
futility of attempting to alter, by any action of 
~-~ the Society, the arrangements t.h.a t had been 
tnade by the General Committee~ sanctioned by 
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the Governor, and published. Fr. Vereker, :rvir. 
IZoua h and others urged upon the members th)e 
ncce~sity of acquiescing in the arrangements. It 
was finally agreed upon that the Ben1evolent Irish 
So~ci ety and the Masons should both take first 
place , the one taking one side and the other 
the other side of the street. 
the Imperial Crown of the United Kingdom at 
thle \Vestcrn s ide of the Atlantic. 
''The B-enevo1ent Iris·h Society will ever re-
member with devoted loyalty to the 1"'hrone , 
andl with gratitude to your~elf, the distin-
guished consideration, extended to N e"vfound-
land by the presence am,ongst its inhabitants 
in the capital of your Royal Hig-hn ess ; and 
they s·hall ever pray for the long life and happi-
ness of their benign and illustrious Sovereign, 
and of her acco·mplish ed so~n and' heir to that 
throne to which her virtues h·ave imparted so 
much lustre. 
The Prince arrived on H. M.S. '' I-Iero" on 
thle evening of Monday, July 23rd, and arranged 
to, make his official landing at ten o·'clock the 
next morning. Abo~ut an hour before the tin1e 
appointed the Society left its ro,oms, h·eaded 
by the Sister Society from Harbor Grace, 
marched along Military Road and Cochrane "EDWARD MoRRIS, President. 
''JAMES HEALY, Secretary." Street to the Queen's \iVharf, where both Bodies The Prince returned the fo1lowing joint reply 
took the place assigned to them, lining the to all .th/e addresses presented to him by the 
streets on both sides from the wharf to· the foot different societies : 
of Cochrane Street. The Prince landed at 
''GENTLEMEN, t~elve o 'clock, and as the procession progressed 
''I sincerely thank you for the addresses 
towards Government H·o·use the several socie-
ties who lined the streets fell in, in the order wh.ich you have presented to· me, and the hearty 
assigned to t!1~m, and followed his carriage to welcome which I have received from you all on 
the lawn in front of the Governor's residence. landing upon the shores of this, the earliest 
Colonial Possession of the British Cro\vn. Th'e Society, acco.mpanied by the Harbor Grace 
"I trust you will not fhink me regardless of Society, afterwards returned to the Orp·han 
Asylum. The building was tastefully decorated your zealous loyalty if I acknowledge these 
addresses collectively. 
with bunting, with ?n arch, and an elaborate 
display of evergreens in the space in front. "It will afford me the greatest satisfaction 
At night it was brilliantly illuminated. to report to the Queen the devotion to her 
In the afternoon deputations from both the Crown and person which has been so unmis-
Harbor Grace and St. John's Societies attended takably evinced by the reception of her son, 
at the Reception Room, Government House, as it is eloquently expressed in the words of the 
where deputatio·ns from the other public Bodies several addresses from various Bodies in this 
of the city were also, present, for the purpose town, and from the inhabitants of liarbor 
of presentin,g addresses of welcome to His Royal Grace. 
Highness. Hon. lVfr. Morris read the follow- "I am charged by th,e Queen to co·nvey to you 
ing on behalf of the Benevolent Irish Societies : th.e assurance o.f the deep concern which she 
''To His Royal Highness Albert Ed\vard, has ever felt in this interesting portion of her 
Prince of \Vales. do·minions. 
''lVIay it please your Royal Highness, ''I will carry back with me a lively recollection 
"Th'e Benevolent Irish, Society of St. John's, of this day's proceedings, and of your kindness 
Newfoundland·, humbly beg to approach your to myself personally, but, above all, of the 
Royal Highness to tender their congratulations h·earty demonstrations of patriotism which prove 
on your safe arrival in this Co.Jony, and to your deep-rooted attach~m·~nt to· the o-reat and 
. b 
assure your Royal High.ness that they appre- free country of which, we all glo·ry to be called 
ciate your visit as a mo.st distinguished con1pli- sons." 
ment an.d honor, and recognize in it, on the On the day of embarkation the Society, with 
part of our b eloved and illustrious Sovereign, the Harbor Grace Body, took part in the fare-
your R oyal mother, a desire to evi nee h'er w·e.ll parad!e. . 
maternal r egard for the inhabitants of this po~r- . His Royal High.ness left a cheque for £so 
tion of her dominions, and on the part of your w·1th Governor Ban.nerman for thlc benefit of the 
Royal Hig hness an anxiety to become intimate Society, which, was duly received and acknow-
''rith and to endear: yourself to the su}Jjects of !edged, and was subsequently invested in stock 
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of the General Water Com1pany as a permanent 
investment. 
On the morning of the 28th the entertainment 
to th~e members of the Harbor Grace Society 
was given. A larg-e company, including the 
Right Rev. Dr. Mullock and Right Rev. Dr. 
Dalton, Bishop of Harbor Grace, sat do\vn and 
enjoyed an elaborate repast, which was follo·wed 
by toast and song. 
On S~eptember qth th'e Society, followed by the 
Mechanics' and Total Abstinence Societies, at-
tended at the Dedication ,of the Provisional 
Church of St. Patrick's, Riverhead. Pontifical 
High l\1ass was cel~ebrated by Right Rev. Dr. 
Dalton, ,of Harbor Grace, and an eloquent 
sermon preached by Right Rev. Dr. Mullock. 
This building was intended only as a temporary 
church, rendered necessary by the increasing 
popttlation in th.at part o.f th~e city. It was 
intended that a mo·re elaborate building, of 
Gothic architectur.e, should be erected. His 
Lordship Dr. Mullock, during his sermon, spoke 
confidently of the speedy accomplishment of this 
und·ertaking. Ho·w truly his confidence was 
iustified is evident to the present day, for Saint 
Patrick's Church more than realises his most 
• • • • sangutne anttctpattons. 
On Octo·ber 3oth Solemn High Mass was 
offered up at the Cathedral for the repose of 
the souls of the Soldiers ·of the Artny of the 
P.ope who had fallen at Castelfidardo in Sept-
ember, when th·e Sardinians treacherously at-
tack.ed the Papal forces, who (basely deserted 
by the French) were cut to pieces by the over-
pow~ering forces of the enemy. The Society 
attended the Mass in a body, accompanied by 
the Fourth Volttnteer Rifle Company, and were 
accommodated with seats in front of the Grand 
Altar. Dr. Mullock preached an able sermon 
on the causes of the disturbed state of Italy, 
and paid a l1igh tribute to the heroism of the 
Irish regiment which had taken part in the 
recent unequal battle. 
During these years the schools .rec·eived th'e 
constant attention of the Society. The system 
introduced on the arrival of Mr. McGrath, in 
1857, had· given excellent results, but the 
attendance of the sch'olars was po·o·r, rarely 
exceeding 160 or 170 boys. The education 
g-iven in the sch.ools was absolutely free. No 
charg-e or fee whatever was required from the 
children attending. The indrfference of parents 
to avail themselv,es of the means thus gratui-
tously offered them of giving their children a 
sound mental and moral education caused much 
perplexity to the members. Th·e schools were 
well equipped an.d most efficiently conducted, 
both in the higher and lo\ver branches. A 
special meeting of the school committee was 
called to consider the \vhole question on the 
12th of May, 1859· Various schemes w·ere dis-
cussed. Amongst them was the expedi,ency of 
introducing into the Society's schools the 
system of payment of school fees for scholars 
connected with the Board of Education, as re-
quired by the ''Act for the Encouragement of 
Education,'' which had been enacted by the 
Legislature during the previous session. Aft,er 
a protracted debate) it \vas decided to adopt 
this syst,em, and to introduce it into the schools 
at once. At the same time, on the advice of 
the teachers- Mr. McGrath and Brother Francis 
Grace-both the upper and lower schools were 
converted into one. The introduction of the 
system of school fees, which were only neminal, 
on the whole, proved effective in securing a -
better attendance of scholars, though som.e re-
mained away because of the fees. It was found 
that the union of the two schools was unwork-
able, that to secure efficiency it was necessary 
to separate the juniors from the seniors. Con-
sequently, in the following January, the old 
system of classification was resorted to, and the 
junior and less advanced boys were placed in 
the lower room, under Brother Francis, \vhilst 
the senior boys remained in the upper room, 
und.er the care of Mr. McGrath. 
The fees exacted from the scholars w·ere not 
imposed for the purposes of revenue, but solely 
to secure a more regular attendance. The 
mon~ey received from this source was laid out ·on 
the purchase of premiums, which were distri-
buted amongst the pupils as rewards for merit 
and as an encouragement to· molie ·diligent study 
and to more regular attendan·ce at the school. 
The school committee, referring to these 
fees in their repo·rt to th·e Society in I86I, say: 
''The system of school fees as established in 
1859 has been found to \vork well, causing, 
as it does, a more regular attendance of the 
boys than when th~eir education was given 
gratis. Since our last anniversary meeting 
there has been reoeived on account of these 
fees, in the upper school, £g 16s., and in the 
lower school £7 is. gd., total £,16 17s. gd., 
which' sum is principally expended in the pur-
chase of books, &c., which a re distributed 
amongst the deserving boys as premiums to 
I 10 
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stimulate and encourage them in their efforts 
for improvement.'' In the reports for 1862 and 
1863 the sar:1e subject is referred to, the com-
mittee on each occasion expressing its satisfac-
tion on the results produced. 
The schools of the Society were su·bject to 
fully on its condition to the Governor in Council. 
At the time under review Mr. P. W. Kelly was 
the Catholic Inspector. His reports o·n the 
Orphan Asylun1 School had been uniformly of 
a most satisfactory character. In 1862, ho,v-
ever, he criticised the supply of books, both as 
RIGHT REV. MONSIGNOR SCOTT. 
regular inspection by the Catholic Inspector of 
Schools appointed by the Governor in Council 
under the Education Act. There were two in-
spectors, one for Catholic schools, the other 
for Protestant. It was part of their dutv to 
. . "' 
vtst t each school of their respective denomina-
tions a t least once in each year, and to report 
I I I 
to quantity and quality. The schools had been 
in the habit of using th~e Christian Brothers' 
Spelling Books. Mr. Kelly did not approve of 
them, and considered it necessary to the proper 
instruction of the pupils that ''Carpenter's 
Spelling Book'' be introduced. . Ho\\tever, 
neither the committee nor the teachers approved 
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of any change. The matter was referred to 
the Society, \vhicl1 cor1firmed the action of the 
committee. 
Referring to this subject in their Annual 
Rep0rt in 1863 the officers say : ''In consequence 
of remarks which appeared in the Report of 
the Governm·ent Inspector of Catholic Schools 
of last year in reference to the Orphan Asylum 
lower or preparatory school, wl1erein it was 
stated that 'the proficiency of the childre11 in 
spelling was very indifferent, owing to the fact 
of their having no spelling ·books to commit to 
memory tasks out of them, but being confined 
in their studies in that branch to the very limited 
number of words heading each chapter in their 
reading bool{s, \Ve deem it necessary to 
observe, in order to contradict any unfavour-
able impressions \vhich such allegations might 
have unintentionally conveyed to· the Legisla-
ture and the Gov·ernment, to whom the Society 
is so much indebt·ed for their liberal grants 
to,vards its Educational Eestablishments, first, 
that mere children in a preparatory school can-
not be expected to exhibit any great proficiency 
in spelling, and in th·e school referred to as each 
boy attains a certain degree of proficiency in 
the ele1nentary branches, he is removed to the 
upper school, thus learning in the lo\ver school 
is at all times the least proficient; secondly, 
fl1e schools are always supplied with a consider-
able stock of books imported specially, to tl1e 
value of from sixty to seventy pounds. These 
comprise the whole course of the elementary and 
more advanced books of the Ch'ristian Brothers' 
schools of Ireland, so highly and so generally re-
com.mended. They are supplied to the boys at n·et 
cost, and g-iven gratuitously in cases of known 
inability to pay. The Inspector, Mr. l{elly, ad-
mitted these facts in a verbal explanation to 
the Society, and said his remarks referred 
especially to the absenee of 'Carpenter's Spel-
ling Book' from amongst the ·books in use-a 
book which he considered necessary, but in 
which· opinion the teachers and committee of the 
schools have not concurred.'' 
The Society was the recipient, in November, 
1861, of a h'andsome painting of St. Patrick 
from tl1e Very Rev. H. Carfagnini. 
Fr. Carfagnini, in a letter to the President, 
::lSI<ed him to accept the picture in testimony of 
his love and veneratio·n towards th·e Patron 
Saint of the Society, and as a mark of gratitude 
to the Society itself. The President thanl{ed 
the donor in appropriate terms. 
II2 
The painting had been received by Fr. Car-
fagnini during· a recent visit to Rome. It was 
a splendid specimen of Italian art. It measured 
eleven feet in height and seven f,eet nine inches 
in width. It was richly framed, and hung in 
th·e large room of the Orphan Asylum. 
In May, 1862, Right Rev. Dr. Mullock, 
accompanied by Right Rev. Dr. Dalton, Bishop 
of Harbor Grace, in response to an invitation 
from His Holiness Pope Pius IX., went to 
Rome, to be present at the cano·nization of the 
Martyrs of Japan. The occasion o·ffered the 
Catholic wo·rld an opportunity to rally around 
its persecuted Head. Portion of the Pope's 
territory had been wrested from him. Victor 
Emmanuel had assumed the title of King of 
Italy. The policy of Cavour had triumphed, 
and the newly-made kingdom of Italy was re-
cognized by the po·wers of Europe. Victor 
Emmanuel, availing of the power thus obtained, 
made war upon the Church, suppressed Re-
ligious Ord·ers, imprisoned the clergy, and dis-
persed academies and schools. The canoniza-
tion took place on June 8th, 1862, at St. Peter's, 
Rome. The Martyrs had been put to death at 
Nagasaki, Japan, in 1597, nearly three hundred 
years before. Though the Bisho·ps ·of Italy 
were prohibited by the Government from attend-
ing the ceremo·ny, nearly four hun·dred cardinals, 
archbishops, and bishops, thousands of priests, 
and tens of thousands of Catholic pilgrims, 
gather·ed tog~ether in Rome from every country. 
Amongst thos~e wh·o assembled were Dr. Mullock 
and Dr. Dalto·n fro·m Newfoundland. Their 
Lordships left St. John's in the steamer 
''Osprey" on the 8th of May. 
In compliance with a resolution passed at a 
special meeting the officers of the Society waited 
upon their Lordships at the Episcopal Palace, 
and presented th.em with the following address : 
''To their Lordships the Right Rev. Dr. 
Mullock, Patron of the Benevolent Irish Society, 
and the Right Rev. Dr. Dalton, Patron of the 
Benevolent Irish Society of Conception Bay. 
''May it please your Lor·dships, 
''Upon the ~occasion of your immediate tem-
porary separation from your diooeses to co.mply 
with th~e invitation of our Holy Fath.er, Pope 
Pius th·e Ninth, to assist in th~e Sacred Cere-
monies of the Church in the Eternal City in 
June next, the Benevolent Irish Society of St. 
John's, impelled by that f,eeling of attachment 
and veneration for the Hierarchy and Priest-
hood of their Church which from the da)?S of 
CENTENARY BENEVOLENT IRISH SOCIETY OF ST. JOHN'S, N.F. 
St. Patrick has honorably distinguished the 
Irish race, beg to approach your Lordships to 
tender the assurance of their earnest anxiety 
that you may safely and happily accomplish 
your distant voyage, and be in good time again 
restored to your attached flocks in the enjoy-
ment of invigorated health, to edify th·em as 
heretofore by the example of your holy and self-
denying lives, and to direct them in the \vay 
of salvation by your sacred administrations." 
To this address th·eir Lordships delivered the 
following reply : 
"We thank you most cordially for the warm 
expressions of kindn·ess and attachment, con-
veyed in your address. 1"he children of Saint 
I)atrick have been at _all times and in every clime 
remarkable for their love of tl1eir Pastors, and 
the clergy equally so for their union with their 
flocks both in days of joy and sadness. Called 
by our Holy Father, Pop~e Pius the Ninth, to 
the Canonization of the Martyrs, it will be 
most consoling to us to lay at his feet the rever-
ential language of the Catholics of N evvfound-
land, and that vve can in all sincerity assure him 
that among the two hundred millions who obey 
him as the Vicar of Christ, none are more faith-
ful or more fervent than the flocks which God 
has entrusted to our charge. Praying the 
Almighty to grant you every temporal and spir-
itual blessing, we remain, Gentlemen, your 
most obedient servants, 
+JoHN T. MuLLOCK, 
Bishop of St. John's. 
+ J. DALTON, . 
Bishop o.f Harbor Grace.'' 
In the afternoon the Society, having assetnbled 
at the Orphan Asylun1, went to the Cathedral 
grounds, where they \verc join·ed by the l\Ic-
chanics' and Total Abstinence Societies, and 
by the bands of St. Bonaventure's College and 
of the Total Abstinence Society. The united 
societies accompanied their Lordships to the 
place of embarkation, where, having op·ened 
their ranks, the Bishops passed tl1rough amidst 
most hearty and vigorous cheering from the 
members and the public. 
His Lordship Dr. lVfullock hastened back as 
soon as the ceremonies in Rome permitted. He 
reached St.John's on th~e I 4th July ,amidst the uni-
versal rejoicing of his people. The Benevo-
lent Irish: Society and other Catholic Bodies 
met him at the wharf on his arrival. An ad-
dress of welcome was presented to him by the 
President on behalf of the Society, in which, 
H 
after expressing the gratification and joy with 
which his return was hailed, the following testi-
mony of the strong Catholic feeling which 
actuated the Body was recorded : 
''The Benevolent Irish Society beg to con-
gratulate your Lordship upon the successful 
realization in th·e Eternal City of that Greatest 
of Demonstrations of Catholic Unity from which 
you have just return·ed. They rejoice to believe 
that it has been a solace to the affiicted heart 
of the Holy Fath·er in the midst of his present 
tribulatio·ns, and that it will b·e henceforth 
chronicled in th·e history of the Church as one 
of its proudest and grandest incidents.'' 
On Sunday, 21st of June, 1863, the Society 
attended at the d-edication of the Cl1urch of 
Saint Bridget, erected at Kilbride. High Mass 
was cel·ebrated by Right Rev. Dr. Dalton, and 
a sermon on the life and virtues of that illus-
trious Irish saint was preached by Right Rev. 
Dr. Mullock. His Lordship thanked the 
Benevolent Irish Society and other Bodies 
present "for having attended at the ceremonies, 
thereby r,eflecting on themselves the highest 
honour and credit, and manifesting most un-
mistakably that the true spirit of the Holy 
Catholic Faith did not burn the less brightly 
because of being transplanted across the At-
lantic.'' 
These events evidence how intensely Catl1olic 
in spirit and conduct the Society had become. 
In its public actions, as well as in its private 
deliberations, it was ~entirely Catholic. It 
had not, however, changed its original Consti-
tution, but remained and remains to· this day 
in theory and by its Constitution a Non-Sec-
tarian Institution. It too·k part in all Catholic 
functio·ns, made the Catholic Bishop its Patron, 
and paid its respects ·On St. Patrick's Day, the 
titular Saint of the Body, to the Bishop both 
as its Patron and as the head of the Catholic 
Church in Newfoundland. Its schools \vere 
Catholic schools, and though not under the 
directio·n of any Religious Order since 1854, 
they still maintained their Catholic character-
istics, were subject to the supervision of the . 
Bishop and his priests, th·c Catholic Catechism 
was taught, and Catholic instruction given as 
regular part of the teaching of the schools. 
It has been seen that in 1857 Mr. Thornas 
McGrath came from Ireland through tl1c in-
strumentality of Fr. Forristal. He entered 
into a three years' engagement as teacher of 
the upper school. At the expiration of his 
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term he was engaged for a further term of four 
y~ears. At the close of his second term ~of 
service the Society thought it advisable to re-
oro-anize the schools. Under the system \vhich b 
prevailed at this time it was the duty o~ the 
teachers to mak·e reports to the school com-
before the members. The returns for 1861-62-
63 showed a regular declin·e in attendance. 
Rarely did the numbers in both schools exceed 
120 boys. This decline gave the committee 
great anxiety for the permanency of the 
schools. They enquired earnestly into the 
VERY REV. DEAN RYAN, f).D. 
mittee before each quarter, showing the num-
ber of scholars on the roll, the average daily 
attendance, and the amount of school fees col-
lected. From the reports thus furnished and 
from information gathered at the reg·ular visits 
of inspection the committee prepar,ed a state-
ment of the condition of the schools to lay 
cause, in order, if practicable, to remove it 
and to apply a remedy. In the report to the 
Society on February 17th, 1864, dealing with 
the subject the committee says : 
"There is no doubt a good deal of it is due 
to that apathy concerning educational matters 
which unfortunately prevails amongst the 
CENTENARY BENEVOLENT IRISH SOCIETY OF ST. JOHN'S, N.F. 
---- ---
classes for whose benefit those schools \vere 
instituted. Your committee, with the vie\v of 
ascertaining whether there was any founda-
tion for the idea which had been expressed by 
some of th~ members of the Society, that the 
falling off in the attendance \vas more or less 
attributable to the teachers, instituted an en-
qui ry which, they are happy to say, was in ~ts 
results favourable to those gentlemen.'' 
At the time this. report \vas laid before the 
Society Mr. McGrath was conducting the 
schools under a temporary arrangement which 
had been made with him the: previous No-
vember on the termination of his second ag·ree-
ment. At thequarterlymeetingl1eld Nov,ember 
2 2nd, tl1e President read a letter from l\Jr. 
l\1cGrath, proposing a removal of the previous 
agreement. He thought the matter of too 
much importance to be discussed at a general 
meeting; it \vould be better to refer the letter 
to a select comtnittee, \:vhich could bring the 
matter before the Body in a report. ,_fhis 
\vas done. The committee reported on De-
cember 6th: "That Mr. McGrath be employed 
as master of the Upper School of the Orphan 
Asylum for one year from the date of the 
expiration of his last agr~eement (17th Novem-
ber, 1863), at the same salary as paid for the 
last year's service. In the meantitne the com-
mittee should recommend to the Society that 
efforts be tnade to get a number of Christian 
Brothers for the purpose of conducting the 
schools, on failure of which other arrange~ 
tnents to be made." 
The President recornmended the meeting to 
take the latter part of the report into serious 
consideration. The first step to be taken was to 
secure the co-operation of the Right · Rev. Dr. 
Mullock in any efforts to be made for the 
attainment of so desirable an object as the 
inducing some of the Christian Brothers to 
come and take charge of the schools of the 
Society. H~e asked the Society to decide on 
the mode in which they wished to communicate 
\vith the Bishop. It was resolved that the 
officers of the Society, \vith Messrs. Richard 
Howley and l\1ichael Power, form a deputa-
tion to \vait on Dr. Mullock ''to ask his co-
op~eration with the efforts of the Society to 
procure from the Christian Brothers teachers 
for the scl1ools of the Society.'' Pending the 
result of these negotiations, Mr. McGrath was 
continued for a year in the school. 
The m~emory of the real reformation which 
the monks had effected during the early years 
of their management of the schools, after their 
arrival in 1847, had always been present with 
the members. Since the departure of the 
monks the schools were more or less in an 
imperfect condition. The Society kept con-
stantly before it the hope that at some day the 
rnembers of some Religious Brotherhood would 
take over the control of the schools. Pre-
eminent amongst teachers and instructors of 
youth stood the Christian Brothers of Ireland. 
Many members were familiar with th~e work 
done by that community for the poor in Ire-
land.. They recognised in them an Order set 
apart for just such a class of schools as those 
of the Society. Right Rev. Dr. Mullock had 
taken st·eps to introduce them into St. John's 
previous to 1863. He had consulted with the 
President and prominent members of the Soci~ety 
as to· what inducements could be held out to 
them to come from Ireland, but he had not 
been successful, O\ving to the gr,eat demands 
on the Order at home. When, therefore, tl1e 
d~eputation from the Society waited on his 
Lordship pursuant to· the resolution passed on 
November 2oth, 1863, he received thetn en-
thusiastically, and promised to use every effort 
of wl1icl1 he was capable to· bring about the 
establishment of a comn1unity of Christian 
Brothers in St. John's. 
Dr. Mullock wrote to Rev. Brother Jan1es P. 
Walsh, then Superior of the Brothers' estab-
lishment in Limericl{, giving him an account 
of the local circumstances, the objects of th~e 
Society, and the scop·e and purpose of the 
schools, and made a formal application for 
teachers of the Or0.er to come to St. John's 
and take over the schools of the Benevolent 
Irish Sociey. . 
The Society waited anxiously for the result 
of this communication. On January 2gth, 
1864, the President received the follo·wing 
letter from the Bishop : 
''MY DEAR MR. l\1oRRis, 
I send you the enclosed for the Cotnmittee 
of the Orphan Asylum School. It is just as I 
anticipated, too many looking for the Christian 
Brothers. I regret the disappointment, but we 
must only do the best we can without them. 
I remain your most obedient servant, 
+ J. T. MULLOCI{." 
Enclosed with his Lordship's letter was the 
following from Rev. Mr. Walsh, of Lim,erick : 
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,.MY DEAR LORD, 
charge is rath~er unsatisfactory, without any 
immediate prospect of improvement in that 
respect, I feel I would not be acting justly 
towards th-e Benevolent Irish Society nor 
towar·ds myself were I to continue longer as 
their t·eacher. I would, ther~efore, beg to 
tender to you, as President of th·e Benevolent 
Irish Society, my resignation of the situatio.n 
I hold .from them as teacher of the Orphan 
Asylum School at 1the clos·e of lthe current 
quarter, or .as soon after as it may be found 
convenient to accept it by the Benevolent Irish 
Soeiety. '' 
At the expiration of the quarter, in February, 
I86s, the prospect ~of the scho·ols was very 
jAMES P. WALSH.'' gloomy. The report of the school committee 
This correspondence, whilst it did not ex- for the year ending February 17th, 1 865, shows 
elude all hop.e that at s·ome future date the that a great effort '\vas b·eing made to keep 
request of his Lordship would b~e complied the schools in existence until the great wish 
with, but, on the contrary, pointed to ultin1ate of the members, the introduction of the Chris-
success when the difficulties which then existed 
I forwarded your esteemed communication 
to our Superior-General, North Richmond 
Street, Dublin, and his reply is just what your 
Lordship anticipated. The truth is he has 
made 1nore promises of Brothers to places in 
Ireland than he shall be able to fulfil for the 
next two years. I ardently wish we had an 
establisl1ment in the land of so many of our 
countrymen's adoption, an·d I trust before long 
to s·ee that mueh-cherished hope of yours fully 
realised. With sentiments of the most pro-
found respect, I am, my d·ear Lord, your 
obedient servant, 
tian Brothers, could be effect·ed. 
to supply the demand for teachers in Ireland 
"Your Committee," says the report, "in had been removed, compelled the Society to 
face the present condition of its schools. It presenting their usual annual report of the de-
was anything but promising. The attendance partment committed to their care, regret they 
dwindling down without any fault on the part cannot congratulate the Society upon any im-
of the Society, whieh was .eager and willing provement whatever in the schools during the 
to go to any ~expense to extend the usefulness last year, the attendanoe being only the san1e 
and increase the efficiency of that depart- in number, and frequently very irregular. Your 
ment. This was the most critical time in the Committ~ee have given the subject their earnest 
whole history of the schools of the Society. att~ention, and have endeavoured by every 
Mr. McGrath's engagement as teaeher had possible means to ascertain '\vhy advantages 
expired. The President was so despondent such as the Institution holds forth are not gladly 
that he put it to the members at the quarterly availed of by those for whose benefit such a large 
m~eeting in November, 1864, whether they sum is annually expended, and have failed to 
would close the schools altogether or continue discover th·e cause. It is, however, b·elieved 
Mr. McGrath until something better should and expressed by many that owing to the late 
turn up. No decision was come to, ''but it disastrous fisheries and the poverty consequent 
appeared to be tacitly understood and agreed thereon children are not in a condition to attend 
to that he should continue for another twelve scho·ol, the want of necessary clothing, &c., 
m1onths at all events, under the agreement being the general ans\ver to all enquiries on 
mad·e last year, he assuring the Society of his the subject. 
willingness to resign at once as soon as any "It has been stated also that much indiffer-
better mode of managing the schools should be ence exists as to the advantages of educatio·n 
discovered." am.o.ngst the class for whose benefit the schools 
Mr. McGrath', however, three days aft~er the were established, and such certainly appears to 
meeting, tendered his resignation, and wrote be the case to a great extent; but when your 
the President a letter · which .shows the dis- Committee look back to those years when the 
organised condition of th~e schools. He says : schools were presid·ed over by the Franciscan 
"The term of my engagement with the Brothers, they find the number of children in 
Benevolent Irish Society as teacher of th~e attendance to be more than the building could 
Orpl1an Asylum School having expired, and well accommodate, the roll pr~esenting a list 
perceiving that for some time back the attend- . of over 6oo names. From this it would natu-
ance at that section of it under my sp,ecial rally appear that could the Society again secure 
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the services of some religious teaching Order Mr. Morris, brought the matter before the 
the schools would again b·e filled. members. He th'ought the Society ought to 
"Your Cotnmittee do not question th·e ability identify itself in some way with the er·ection of 
of the present teachers in referring to the years a church sp·ecially dedicated to the honour of 
when the monks had charge of these depart- its Patron Saint. He had, he said, indirectly 
m~ents, but they mention them to show the confi- heard that members of the Society cgnsidered 
dence which our community then had, and no that the amount to be presented should be 
d·oubt would again have, in the schools \vhen taken from the funds of the Body, and explained 
c-onducted by such men, as they not alone im- that such a course could not by any possibility 
parted a superior education, but by their influ- be pursued; that it would be a violation of the 
ence tended to improv~e the morals of the rising vital principles of the Constitution; and that 
generation. a 111otion to that effect would not be put from 
c'The teacher of the Upper School, Mr. the chair by any officer who kne\v -his \duti~es 
Thomas McGrath, in November last, tendered and obligations. He suggested that the 
his resignation, which was laid before a meeting amount to be presented should be raised by 
of the Committee by the President, when it was subscription of individual members. It was 
decided that such resignation be received, and decided to follow this course, and that th·e sum 
11r. McGrath duly notified ther~eof. His letter, raised should be devoted to the erection of the 
and the reply of the Committee, are now on pillars of the interior 0f the Church of Saint 
the fable. Under these circumstances, your Patrick. 
Committee would respectfully suggest that the By St. Patrick's Day the sum of £329 IS. ad. 
pupils in the Upper be removed to the Lo\ver was collected, wliich amount was on that day 
School, under the care of Brother Francis Grace, pres·ented to Right Rev. Dr. l\1ullock at the 
until such time as the Soci~ety can make other temporary church of St. Patrick at Riverhead 
satisfactory arrangements, .or be enabled to as a first instalm·ent of the Society's donation 
carry out their desire of procuring teachers of for the purchase and erection of the pillars of 
. _, 
the Order of the Christian Brothers, in endeav- the new church. A second instaltnent of £i7o 
ouring to accorr1plish which his Lordship, the was present·ed at the Episcopal Library on 
Patron of the Society, is kindly using his strong- St. Patrick's Day, 1865, and a third of £1oo 
est influenee. '' 4s. 7d. on the same day in 1867. These 
During the remainder of the year Brother amounts, with a sum of £25 given by tl1e table 
Francis conducted the scho·ols in the Lower holders at a Bazaar held for the purpose of 
Room. At the close of the y~ear, in February, raising funds towards the erection of the church, 
1866, feeling that the schools could not be con- in 1864, made a total .contribution to the church 
ducted satisfactorily under the care of one of £624 ss. 7d., or about 2,5oo dollars. 
teacher, ''and as his Lordship gave them to On th·e 24th of June, 1864, the Society assis-
understand that it was useless to \Vait long•er ted at the ceremony of laying the Corner Stone 
for the Christian Brothers, the Committee have of St. Patrick's Church. A short time before 
entered into an agreement with Mr. Michael this, in September, 1863, the Very Rev. Dr. 
O'Donnell, and believe that in so doing they Carfagnini, vvho had been in char~·e of the 
have placed the management of the Institution College of St. Bonaventure, and had been made 
in as perfect a stat~e as possibly could be done an honorary member of the Society, was about 
under the sup·erintendence of lay teachers.' to leave the Colony. An address and purse 
It will be remembered that at the time of the w·er,e presented to him by the Soeiety and nlem-
cons~ecration of the Cathedral, in 1855, the So- bers. 
ciety to·ok part in the demonstrations connected The actual condition of the Orphan Asylum 
with the laying of the foundation stone of Saint Schools \~ras not such as to give the members 
Patricl{'s Church, Riverhead, and that a few any ,~ery great zeal in their interest, and were 
years later it attended the dedicati"o-n of the they not buoyed up with the hop·e that some 
Provisional Church ~erected there pending the day not far distant the scl1ools would be taken 
completion of the projected building. The over by the Christian Brotl1ers or some other 
\\rork of the erection of the new church had religious community, the whole department 
b~en progressing as th·e available funds would might have been dropped. The present results 
permit. In February, 1864, the Pr·esident, Hon. did not at all justify the large expenditures 
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which were being made annually in the main-
tenance of the schools, repairs to the building, 
and improving th·e grounds. It has b·een seen 
how poor the educational results which were 
accomplished during th·e years extending from 
1853 or 1854 to the time now under review. 
Still each year larg~e sums were expended on 
the repairs of the Orphan Asylum during that 
;>eriod. The building was getting ·old, and 
consequently required much more attention than 
formerly. In June, 186o, the roof was shingled 
and th·e entire building repaired and painted at 
a cost of about £1oo. In · 1862 a stone wall 
\Vas erected around the ground of the Society, 
to take the place of the old wooden paling, which 
had been blovvn down. The wall was con-
tinued along the ground fronting the Cath·edral. 
The work was done by Mr. Thomas Hawe in 
a manner which gave great satisfaction to the 
Society. At this time also a belt of ornam~ental 
trees was planted round th'e land. Th·ese altera-
tions gave the ground and building a very neat 
and fresh appearance. 
N othing, however, c~uld revive the schools. 
They contin~ in the same precarious condi-
t\iop. The . arrangement with Mr. O'Donnel 
had only been of a temporary character, which, 
tho~gh he continued in charg~e of the schools 
from 1864 to 1872, was always regarded as 
conditional, and determinable upon any better 
arrangement for the management of the sch.ools 
being reached by the Society. During the early 
period of his incumbency the negotiations 
through Rev. Mr. Walsh, of Lim·erick, were in 
progress. On their failure, it would seem that 
Hon. Edward Morris ent·ered into correspond-
ence with some teaching order in Cork with a 
view to procuring som·e of its members to take 
charge of the schools. Very little is known of 
this matter. The only record of it is the follow-
ing entry in the minutes of a special meeting 
held on the 2nd of May, 1865: 
' 'The President also brought under the notice 
of the m~eeting the fact of his having had a 
communication from a Mr. Boyle, of Placentia, 
respecting the teachership ·of the Orphan Asylum 
School, and applying for same, but said the 
President, as we have some hopes of obtaining 
from Cork teachers ·of a Religious Order, though 
not of the Christian Brothers, I will, if the So-
ciety tn1nk proper, inform Mr. Boyle that it is 
not intended to fill the vacancy for the present 
at least , which course the President was directed 
to adopt.'' 
It .was at this ttme that the fund which after-
wards was used in the erection of St. Patrick 's 
Hall was started. It originated during the de-
pression of the activity of the schooJ after the 
resignation of Mr. McGrath and the failure to 
procure the servic-es of the Christian Brothers. 
At the quarterly meeting held on the 2oth o1 
August, 1865, the President, Hon. Edward 
Morris, remarked that the Treasurer's report 
showed that the education grant for the quarter 
had been received, amounting to £43 ss. 4d. ; 
he thought that as that amount could not in 
the present state of th·e schools be applied to 
its proper purposes, it ought not to be mixed 
with the general funds of the Society, but set 
aside for educational purposes. They might, at 
som·e future time, be able to get the Christian 
Brothers or some other society as teachers, and 
then they would be glad to have this n1oney 
to meet the expenses which the arrang·ements 
to be made for them would necessarily impose. 
Nothing, however, was done at the meeting. 
The subject was brought before the members 
again in November, when, after some discussion, 
it was proposed by Capt. Feehan : ''That the 
education grant be set aside under the title of 
'Th·e Education Reserve Fund,' and appro-
priated solely to educational purposes." At the 
anniversary m·eeting in 1866 the stun of £173 
was set aside for the purposes of this fund. In 
May it was raised to £2oo, and ordered to be 
invested in the public funds of the Colony. 
At th·e annual meeting in 1866 the condition 
of the Orphan Asylum was brought before the 
Society, and the necessity that would inevit-
ably arise a t an early date of erecting a new 
building, was pointed out to the memb~ers. 
The school report presented at this meeting by 
the Chairman, Mr. William Doutney, thus 
pointedly brings the subject before the Body : 
"The Committee have still furth.er improved 
the appearance of the property of the Society 
by planting a good description of trees, which 
seem to prosp·er. Your Committee, in referring 
to the building, would inform the Society that 
although now in fair condition, still, as with all 
old buildings, it is continually requiring repairs, 
\\thich are a constant drain upon the funds of 
the Society, and also that it cannot be expected 
to last much longer. Your Committee would, 
therefore, respectfully remind the Society of the 
necessity which must shortly arise of having 
to erect a new building, and would suggest the 
advisability of adopting such means for that 
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purpose as the wisdom of the Society may 
think proper.'' 
fhe President, wh·en commenting on the 
report, after referring to the ''Education Re-
serve Fund," pointed out the necessitx of 
forming a Building Fund, so as to be ready, 
when the time came, to replace the present 
buildings, which were getting old. 
Early in August, 1866, Right Rev. Dr. 
Mullock decided, in compliance with the urgent 
solicitations of his physician, to seek in Ireland 
that medical advice and attendance which the 
critical state of his health required. His Lord-
ship had now for upwards of sixt~een years 
governed the Church in the Diocese ,of Saint 
John's. He had been a great Bishop and a 
n1ost zealous administrator. The great work 
of building up the material Church-th·e re-
ligious and educational buildings of the diocese 
-which had been so successfully comtnenced 
by his predecessor, Dr. Fleming, was continued 
by him with equal suceess. It is surprising 
what these great men aocomplish~ed with the 
limited means at their command. The work 
of Dr. Fleming has already been referred to. 
Dr. ·Mullock co·mpleted the gr~eat Cathedral, 
built the Episcopal Palace, the Library, Saint 
Bonaventure's College, the two Co·nvents ad- . 
joining the Cathedral grounds, one for the 
Presentation nuns, the other for the Mercy 
nuns. Besides, he was a keen obs·erver of 
public events. On several occasions he inter-
fered effectively to secure the public interests. 
He 'had been the most able and enthusiastic 
advo·cate ,of the transatlantic cable, and the 
pioneer of the movement for coastal communi-
cation between the capital and th~e outports to 
the North and to the South. During all his 
busy Episcopacy he had been a warm friend 
and wise counsellor of the Benevolent Irish 
Society. We 1have seen. how eagerly he took 
up the negotiations with Ireland for the intro-
duction oi th·e Christian Brothers ; and though 
he failed, he again and again returned to the 
task. When his Lordship left St. John's or 
returned th~ere from official visitations, or when 
the ·d·uties ~o.f his high ,office called hin1 across 
the Atlantic, the Society always paid him the 
respect of professing their affection, loyalty, and 
gratitude to him in an address fro~m th·e Body; 
whilst on ~each ~occasion he was invariably accom-
panied by the Society in processional order 
from the Palace to the place of departure, and 
on his return, back to the Palace again. When, 
therefore, in August, 1866, his h~ealth compelled 
him to leave his flock for a short time, the 
Society was specially summoned to tender hin1 
its tribute of respect and regard. It was de-
cided to pr.esent an address conveying to his 
Lordship the sentiments which his heavy ill-
ness had aroused in the hearts of the members. 
On Sunday, August 6th, the Society n1et after 
last Mass, and immediately prooeeded in pro-
cession to the Library at the Episcopal Palace, .. 
where the President presented the following ad-
dress : 
"My LORD 
' 
''The m·embers of the Benevolent Irish So-
ciety have often had th~e happiness of address-
ing your Lordship with expressions of congratu-
lation; they have approached you with good 
wishes in festive season, and they have been 
permitted to rejoice with you on the inaugura-
tion and completion of many good works \vhich 
throughout the land attest your untiring zeal 
and love for your people. 
''It h·as b~een their lot to escort you when 
events fraught with interest to the Church or 
to your people demanded your absence from 
amorigst them. Then their regret at your de-
partur~e was tempered by happiness second only 
to their joyful welcome on your safe return. 
But now the announcement of your intended 
visit to Europe, occasioned as it is by a long 
and painful illness, is received by them with 
d~eepest sorrow-a sorrow that is only relieved 
by the knowledge that you are sufficiently re-
covere·d to proceed elsewhere by the advice of 
your physicians to seek the more effectual 
alleviation of your malady. 
''The many years of unr•emitting pastoral vigi-
lance which your Lordship has devoted to your 
flocl\: with a zeal that never diminished, a 
labour that n.ever tired, at length worked upon 
y·our constitution those ill effects that vigour 
and earnestn·ess of spirit could alone have so 
long retarded; and to the unspeakable grief of 
the whole community you were suddenly pros ... 
trated in th·e very act of fulfilling the duty-
so arduous ia this country-of Episcopal visita-
tion. During the long and dangerous illness 
that succeed·ed, creed an·d class were undis-
tinguishable in the universal expression of 
sympathy and aspirations for your recovery. 
Your own flock were overwh~elmed with afflic-
tion, and besieged the Throne of Grace with 
prayers for the preservation of a life so impor-
tant to their spiritual and temporal interests, 
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and so dear to their affections. Their prayers 
have prevailed, and they have again the happi-
ness of seeing you amongst them, ministering at 
the altar, and performing the functions of your 
exalted office. 
''Allo\v us, My Lord, members of the Benevo-
lent Irish Society, to clain1 a foremost place 
amongst those \vho have syn1pathised \vith 
you in your illness and rejoiced at your conva-
lescence. To us, who have been permitted to 
seek a share at times in the promotion of your 
labours, you have often addressed \Vords of 
approya] and friendship. ri'hen, as friends 
ever ready to s~erve, and as servants ever 
anxious to befriend, \VC tender you our sincere 
regret at your departure, \vhile \Ve unite in a 
sure hope of your speedy return \vith rene\ved 
strength to promote the institutions and \Vorks 
which you have fostered and inaugurated 
amongst us.'' 
His Lordship replied to the Society's address 
in the following terms : 
''GE~TLE~IE~, 
"Accept my tnost grateful thanks for your kind 
address on my departure for Europe. I go not 
\vith n1y O\vn \vill, but by the advice of my 
physicians, to whose unremitting attention 
during n1y sickness I owe so much. But I fear 
all the resources of science would have failed 
me were it not for the prayers of my flock. 
The knO\\'ledge that so many \Yere implorinR 
the Throne of Graoe on my behalf, and the 
sympathy of all classes and of every creed, 
were a source of the greatest consolation to 
me amidst my sufferings. Prayer is all-power-
ful, and the sympathy of fri~ends is the value 
of the afflicted. I lea,'e you, I hope, but for a 
sl1ort titne; should it be Divine will to restore 
me to perfect health, 1 value that greatest of 
blessings chiefly as enabling me to discharge the 
duties of my office to the flock entrusted to me 
-to their spiritual· advantage n1~y life is de-
voted, \vhile anxious, at the same time, to ad-
vance, if I could do so, the interest and \veil-
being of every inhabitant of Newfoundland, 
\vithout distinction of class or creed or nation-
ality. The prosperity of all classes has always 
been my most ardent wish.'' -
On the 8th of i-\ugust, tl1e day of the Bishop's 
departure, the Society and the other Catholic 
Bodies accompanied his Lordship through the 
streets from the Episcopal Palace to the 
premises of Messrs.. Baine Johnston & Co., 
- - -
\vhence his Lordship took his departure for 
Europ·e. 
Dr. lVI ullock returned to St. John's in No-
vember, apparently fully restored in health. 
The Society arranged to meet him on his 
arri\Tal, but the steamer having arrived in the 
night prevented it from doing so. It, however, 
assembled in the Orphan Asylum next morning, 
and proceeded to the Episcopal Library, and 
pt esented an address of \velcome to him. In 
the course of his reply, Dr. Mullock said: 
"Thank God, my recovery is perfect, and I 
only hope that the Almighty may spare me a 
fe\v years longer to continue and, if possible, 
bring to completion some of the works at Saint 
Patrick's Church, on which we are engaged for 
the last three years.'' 
Amidst all the vicissitudes of the schools the 
Industrial Department, under the direction of 
Mr. B. Connors, gave uniform satisfaction to 
the Society and to the members. The work of 
this department was directed to making nets 
for the fishery. It received a grant from the 
Legislature of £57 13s. 1od. The boys of the 
school made and repaired the nets under the 
direction of Mr. Connors. They were paid for 
their labor, and the lines and twines necessary 
to carry on the operations were purchased by 
the school committee. The finished articl·e was 
sold at market price. For a number of years 
the output of the department was bought by the 
firm of L. O'Brien & Co. The departm·ent 
\vas no expense to the Society. It generally 
covered the cost of operation, and made some 
return to the exchequer of the Society. The 
work turned out by the boys was of a very 
high class. 
In 1867 the Society sent to the Exhibition at 
Paris some specimens of the nets made in its 
Industrial School. Specimens of the different 
brands of the fishing industry of the Colony 
were sent for\vard. A committee of citizens 
had charge of the arrangetn~ent and selection of 
exhibits. In November, 1866~ this comtnittee 
requested Han. E. Morris to bring the mattP-r 
before the Society, which he did, at the regular 
quarterly meeting. He said it was a matter 
of importance that Newfoundland should be well 
represented at the Exhibition, and that the 
Society would be doing a graceful act by com-
plying with the request of the committee. The 
matter \vas left to the discretion of the officers, 
who decided to prepare specimens of the work 
122 
CENTENARY BENEVOLENT IRISH SOCIETY OF ST. JOHN'S, N.F. 
of the Society's Industrial Department to for-
ward to Paris. Samples of network were accord-
ingly forwarded to the local commissioner. 
In their report of February, 1867, the school 
con1mittee says, referring to the opinion of the 
local committee of selection : ''Your Committee 
feel pleased to state that said articles have been 
highly spoken of by competent judges, and feel 
satisfied will rank equal to any vvhich will be 
exhibited there." The articles were selected 
} ,/~ 
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N e\vfoundland, that they ranked equal to most 
of the netvvork exhibited there. 
The benevolent \vork of the Society was, as 
for over a quarter of a century, directed to 
three main channels. 1""he first and most im-
portant vvas that connected \vith the schools, 
where the benefits of education, hovvever insuffi-
ciently availed of, were held out to the poor of 
St. John's. The second was in the Industrial 
-Department, where the art of net making, in 
VENERABLE ARCHDEACON O'NEILL, ADM. 
by the committ~ee, and sent forward to Paris 
as samples of native industry. 
The Society had every reason to feel gratified 
'vith the result. ''The network forwarded to the 
Paris Exhibition,'' says the school report for 186g, 
''has been returned in good condition, and your 
.Committee are pleased to state that, although 
no· mark of distinction has accompanied them, 
they are led to believe, from correspondence 
received from persons who were present at the 
great Exhibition, and interested in the welfare of 
all its branches, was taught, to enable the bo·ys 
leaving the Society's schools to promote that 
art amongst a fishing population. The third 
vvas the relief of the sufferings of the poor by 
the distribution of direct alms. 
The charitable work of the Society, as has 
been related already in this volume, fell more or 
less into a secondary position of importance as 
there grew up distinct agencies whose energies 
were devoted to this work. Besides the public 
poor grant administered through official channels, 
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there \vere private institutions which· carried on 
the \Vork of philanthropy on large and judicious 
lines. Of late years it was only during the 
,vinter months that the Benevolent Irish Society 
carried on this vvork. No vote had been made 
for so.me years at any meeting other than the 
annual meeting in February. It was customary 
at that meeting to vote a sum vvhich was ade-
quate, after taking into consideration the other 
means of relieving the poor. This vote varied 
from £100 to· £150. . 
The work of distribution was, as had always 
been the practice, performed by the Committee 
of Charity. No changes had been made in the 
duties and r·esponsibilities of that Committee. 
From time to time the manner of distribution, 
that is, whether it was made in cash or in pro-
visions, changed; but the essential duties of the 
Committee remained the same as they had been 
laid down in the Constitution of 1806. 
In 1863 the practice ·of issuing tickets to the 
members was adopted. Each member \vas 
given four tickets, which gave hin1 the privi-
lege of recon11nending four objects of charity 
to the Committee of Charity. Days were set 
apart for distribution at the Orphan Asylum. 
On these days the applicants for relief presented 
their tickets, and ~each case was carefully en-
quired into. The relief was limited as strictly 
as possible to the ag-·ed, to the sick, to the dying, 
and those ·otherwise incapacitated for work. 
During this time th·e main work of charitable 
relief fell on the Government, and on .societies 
· strictly limited by their objects to the relief of 
the poor. These duties corresponded largely to 
that ·department of the Society which was under 
the management of the Committee of Charity. 
An opinion was entertained by some members 
that it would be better and more useful to hand 
over to one of those charitable bodies the annual 
vote of the Society to be distributed by it with. 
its other funds. The subject was brought 
before the Society at the anniversary meeting 
in February, 1867, by Mr. W. P. Walsh, who 
moved: ''Th.at the sum voted for Charity b·e 
placed in the hands of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society for distribution.'' This proposition, 
though· it was negatived, found many supporters 
amongst the members. ·It was thought that the 
more central the distribution was made the less 
likelihood was there of imposition. However, 
the time had not yet arrived when the Society 
was prepared to do this work in any other way 
than according to its settled practice. 
It was found that, excepting emergency cases, 
the Body would accomplish all that was neces-
sary, if instead of voting an amount at each 
quarterly meeting, it limited itself to one vottlt 
at the February meeting. This practice started 
about the year 186g, and continued up to the 
time that this branch of the Society-'s work was 
suspended, about 1875 or '76. The following 
report of the Chairman of Charity, Mr. Michael 
Rice, for the year ending 17th of February, 
1868, sho·ws very clearly the system of relief 
pursued by that Committee at this time: 
''The Committ~ee met at the Orphan Asylum 
on Tu·esday, the sth -of March, and received the 
tickets from the perso·ns to whom they had 
been delivered ; th~ey then divided them accord-
ing to the different wards and ·delivere.d them to 
the visiting committee, who visited the differ·ent 
houses according to th·e rule approved of; and 
on Thursday, 7th, and Tuesday, 12th, of March, 
the Committee distributed the quantity of bread 
at their disposal to the applicants so recom-
mended. 
''The Chairman has much pleasure in ex-
pressing his satisfaction at the mod·e adopted on 
this occasion for the distribution of the Annual 
Charitable Vote of the Society, and he further 
begs to state that in no instance was any im-
position discovered on the part of th~e applicant. 
''Thet Chairman also had the pleasure of 
stating th'at the · Committee honoured all the 
tickets (numbering 533), and that from the 
amount granted at th~e annual meeting about 
285 families wer·e relieved, amounting in all to 
1, 400 persons. '' 
It has been relat~ed how, in 1866, Right Rev. 
Dr. Mullock was compelled by the stat·e of his 
health to seek medical a·dvice in the "Old 
Country.'' He had returned apparently re-
stored to his former robustness. How~ever, it 
was clear to a close observer that his Lordship's 
strong frame had begun to show the natural 
eff,ects of his life of unceasing labour. 
For some years after his r~eturn he entered 
into his duties with his accusto·med vigour, but 
in 186g his failing health caused great anxiety 
to his people. · 
On St. Patrick's Day of th.at y~ear the Society 
held its usual parade, and attend~ed High Mass 
in the. Cathedral. But the members felt great 
sorrow that his Lordship's health did not permit 
him to deliver the usual sermon on the life of 
St. Patrick. His place was taken on that occa-
sion by Rev. Dr. Richard Howley, then a young 
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priest attached to the Cathedral Parish. 'fhe 
members were still more grieved wh,en, on call-
ing at the Palace to pay their respects to the 
Bishop and clergy, they found that though Dr. 
Mullock received them vvith his usual kindness, 
he was unable to reply to the address of the 
President. However, there was a general hope 
that with care he would recover his health. 1 t 
was, ther·efore, with a feeling of surprise and 
grief that the announcement of his death was 
heard on the 2gth of the same n1onth. 
Dr. Mullock died ratl1er suddenly. He had 
been out in the morning doing business down 
to\vn, and had visited the Convent on his return. 
\Vhen l1e reached the l)alace he \vas taken 
suddenly ill. Rev. Dr. Howley was called, and 
had just time to adn1inister the Extren1e Unction 
vvhen he passed away. 
In the death of Dr. Mullock the whole con1-
munity suffered an irretrievable loss. It is 
seldom that it is given to a young country like 
Newfoundland to have the servioes of a man 
of his great ability, his untiring zeal, and vast 
attainments. He was, as His Grace Arch-
bishop Howley says, in l1is Ecclesiastical His-
t01'Y, "the colossal-minded Dr. Mullock." His 
character as a priest and Bishop of the Church 
vvas thus beautifully described by the Rev. Dr. 
Richard Ho\vley in the obituary sermon which 
he preached on the occasion of . the Month's 
Memory Mass : 
"Dr. Mullock vvas essentially and character-
istically an ecclesiastic. From the moment of 
entering on his studies at an early age, to his 
last breath on earth, I solemnly believe that he 
never forgot the interests of the Churcl1 to 
which he had devoted his life. Since he came 
amongst us as our Bishop, all \vho have kno\vn 
hin1 will testify that no question could be raised 
affecting the interests either of the gen~eral 
Church or his O\vn particular flock that did not 
at once a\vak·en all the energies of his mind and 
the devotion of his heart. There was about his 
zeal for religion a \varmth and vigour, almost 
amounting to in1petuosity. . . . Need I 
speak to you, my brethren, of his solicitude for 
his own flock. Who is there wl1o has not wit-
nessed over and ov~er again those constant acts 
of zeal for us, by which he proved himself indeed 
the good Pastor, ready to lay down his life for 
his sheep? How often has he braved for our 
sak~e the terrors of tl1e deep, even long before 
this Island had profited by the improvements of 
ocean transport, 'vhich render those terrors less 
terrible, or indeed almost imaginary. When 
the dread plague of cholera raged amongst us, 
decimating our people and rendering every 
hearth desolate, every living heart afflicted was 
befor~e him, even amongst the n1inisters of God, 
who are sworn to devote their lives for the sal-
vation of souls, in ministering to the dying, in 
'vooing the martyrdom of contagion and death 
in the cro\vded hospital and infected alley. 
Lately, when the scourge of fever broke out 
amongst us, doing its \Vork as surely, if less 
rapidly, than the cholera, he was ever ready to 
attend the summons of the humblest of his 
stricken flock; and I have known him to come 
with the priest upon his visits, uninvited and un-
ex·pected, to give greater consolation to some 
worthy tnember of the community. Even 
during his last illness he would not spare himself 
\vhen called upon, and I remember not many 
weeks ago a visit he paid, when almost unable 
to move, to a poor woman already prepared by 
the priest, and whose lonely abode \vas inac-
cessible except by toilsome travel on foot." 
This description sho\VS us a most lovable and 
Christian character. His great works in the 
public life of the Colony, as well as in the affairs 
of the Church, bespeak his colossal mind, his 
vigorous character and indomitable will. Truly, 
in losing Dr. Mullock, the Catholic Church and 
the \Vhole Colony met with a great loss. 
Dr. Mullock \Vas buried on the Ist of April. 
'I"'he Benevolent Irish Society took part in the 
solemn and impressive funeral procession. On 
returning to the Orphan Asylun1 after the obse-
quies were over, the President paid an elegant 
tribute to the memory of the deceased Prelate. 
And before separating the body adopted the fol-
lowing resolution : 
''That the Benevolent Irish Society sincer·ely 
deplore the death of their esteemed and truly 
beloved Bishop and Patron, the Right Rev. 
Dr. Mullock; that as a public testimony of our 
feelings of respect for his memory, this Society 
mourn for the space of one month, by wearing 
crape on the hats of the memb,ers." 
Scarcely had the public mourning for Dr. 
Mullock ended, when word was received fron1 
Harbor Grace that Right Rev. Dr. Dalton, the 
Bishop of that diocese, had di~ed rather suddenly. 
He had come to St. John'.s to attend the Month's 
Memory of Dr. Mullock, an·d had returned to 
Harbor Grace. On his arrival in Harbor Grace 
he went straight from his carriage to the Con-
vent, sat in a chair and died. Dr. Dalton had 
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come to the Colony as a young man in the year 
1839· He came out to his uncle, Rev. Charles 
Dalton, O.S.F., and was stationed at Carbonear 
until 1856, when he was cons·ecrated by Dr. 
Mullock as tl1e first Bishop of Harbor Grace, 
which- \vas then for the first time separated from 
St. John's and formed into a separate diocese. 
Immediately on learning of Dr. Dalton's death 
the President, the Hon. Ed. Morris, called the 
Society together to see in what way the Institu-
tion could pay a mark of respect to his m·emory. 
A general desire was manifested amongst the 
n1embers to attend the funeral. After some dis-
cussion, it was decided to telegraph, with a 
view to ascertaining whether the mail steamer 
"Lizzie" could accommodate the Body. It was 
learned in reply that the steam·er was in Trinity 
Bay, and could not be back in time to take the 
rnetnbers ovEr. This was a great disappoint-
n1en. It was then resolv~ed: "That the Benevo-
lent Irish Society of St. John's have heard with 
deep regret of the unexpected death of Rt. Rev. 
Dr. Dalton, Bishop of Harbor Grace, and th·ey 
hereby tender their condolence and sytnpathy 
to their co-reiigionists of that diocese upon their 
distressing bereavement, and more particularly 
to the members of the Benevolent Irish Society 
of Conception Bay, for the loss of tll'eir dis-
tinguished and venerated patron. 
"That the Society regret that they will be 
unable to attend at the obsequies of the late 
lamented Bishop as a Body, in consequence of 
the difficulty of travel by land or by sea in the 
present inclement \veather, as well as by the 
insufficiency of the n1eans of proceeding either 
\vay to Harbor Grace. That it is the wish of 
this Society that such of its members as may 
obtain the means of getting to Harbor Grace 
\vill join the Benevolent Irish Society of Con-
ception Bay in paying respect to the n1emory 
and remains of the late Bishop." 
The Society took its place in these events as 
a Ca tholic Body, and paid those marks of re-
spect to the deceased Bishop as a Prelate of that 
Church to \vhich the members exclusively be-
longed. Many of the members went to Harbor 
Grace and took part in the funeral procession 
\vith the members of the Conception Bay Society. 
In the meantime, the old trouble continued in 
the schools. The upper school; under Mr. 
O 'Donnell, \vas becoming disorganized, and the 
lo\ver school \Yas neglected O\\~ing to the ad-
vancing years a nd infirm health of Brother 
Francis Grace. The attendance of scholars 
was small and irregular, and, on the vvhole, the 
r·esults were most unsatisfactory. It was be-
coming more and more evident that some radical 
change was necessary if they were to continue. 
The building was old, and the schools poorly 
maintained. 
In 1870 Brother Francis Grace resigned his 
position as teacher of the lower school, and Mr. 
O'Donnell was given charge of both schools, 
as a temporary arrangem·ent, pending the re-
organization of the schools. During the year 
the o·pportunity afforded by the appointment of 
the Right Rev. Dr. Power to the Episcopacy 
of St. John's, in succession to Right Rev. Dr. 
Mullock, was availed of to renew the efforts 
to procure the introduction of the Christian 
Brothers from Ireland to take charge of the 
schools. It was thought that the influence 
which the new Bishop could exert by his presence 
in Irelan·d, and his intimacy with Cardinal Cullen, 
Archbishop of Dublin, would be sufficiently 
powerful to accomplish this great object of the 
Society's desire. 
Dr. Mullock died on the 2gth of March, 186g. 
On rfrinity Sunday, I870, Right Rev. Dr. 
Thomas Joseph Po\ver was consecrat,ed, in 
Rome, Bishop of St. John's. Dr. Power was 
only forty years of age when he carne to Saint 
John's. He was born in New Ross, County 
Wexford, Ireland, in the year I8Jo. He was ~edu­
cated at Carlow College. Even \vhilst at school he 
\Vas distinguished atnongst his fellow-students 
for his scholarly attainments and his polished 
eloquence. He was a contemporary at Carlow 
with Archbishop Ryan of Philadelphia. After 
leaving Carlow he went to the Irish Colleg~e, 
Rome, to continue his studies for the priest-
hood. After his ordination he laboured for 
some years in the Dublin dioces·e. He became 
a fast friend of Cardinal Cullen, who tnade him 
Canon of the Cathedral. Lat~er, a vacancy 
having occurred in the Rectorship of the Holy 
Cross College, Clonliffe, Dublin, h·e was selected 
by reason of his scholarly mind and classical 
attainments to fill that office, which he continued 
to hold until, iri 1870, he was named by Car-
dinal Cullen to succeed Dr. Mullock in the 
Bishopric of St. John's. Previous to his depar-
ture from Dublin, he was entertained by his 
ecclesiastical friends. Chief amongst the 
guests on the occasion was Hon. Judge P. F. 
Little, a former President of the Society, ,,·ho 
some years b~efore had resigned his seat on the 
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Bench of the Supreme Court, and retired to 
Dublin to live. 
He was presented with an address, which 
was bound in a handsome volume. He also 
received a testimonial, consisting of a magnifi-
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of September, I 87o, in the Allan steamer ''St. 
Andrew." His arrival had been looked for\vard 
to for so1ne time. The whole town was deco-
rated, and the stores were all closed. The 
entire population turned out to receive him. 
~ ~· $. 
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RT. REv. T. ] . Po\VER, 
Sixth Bishop of St. John's, Newfoundland. 
cent silver epergne ornamented 'vith figures rc-
presentiag Faith, Hope, and Charity, a Mitre, 
. Crozier, and Pectoral Cross,- and a dinner and 
dessert service of silver. 
Dr. Power arrived at St. John's on th~e gth 
"\Vhen his Lordship looked around on the faces 
of the multitude he must have been made 
sensible of the existence of far more than is 
implied by mere cheers, and that he was in the 
presence of a deep-seated religious sentiment 
(~E1V1,El\~1.4Rl~ BE1\. ET~OLE1.V1, IRJS'H SOC'IErflT ()f"' s· rr. JOHJ'J''~r..,· J 1\T .l~ . 
such as was not surpassed by any of his former 
experiences.'' He \vas escorted to the Epis-
copal Palace by the Benevolent Irish Society 
and the other Catholic bodies of the city. 1-\t 
night the whole town was illuminated. 1"he 
Orphan Asylum was decorated all day witl1 
bunting and evergreens, and at night \vas bril-
liantly lighted from every windo\v. I-Iis Lord-
ship's \Velcotne was whole-hearted, genuine, and 
universal. His - handsome form and stately 
bearing impressed everybody vvho saw hin1, and 
added dignity to the high office vvhich he vvas 
about to enter upon. On the morning follo,ving· 
the Bishop's arrival the Benevolent Irish So-
ciety met in its rooms, and from there pro-
ceeded to the Episcopal Library, \vhere they 
\vaited on his Lordship, and preJ·ented him \Vith 
the follo\ving address : 
''1"'o the Right 1\.cv. Dr. Power, Bishop of 
St. John's. May it please your Lordship-1"'he 
Benevolent Irish Society of St. John's hasten to 
tender your Lordship th·eir warmest congratula-
tions upon your safe arrival in this your no\v 
adopted country, and in the diocese happily 
placed under your Episcopal AutlJority by our 
Holy Father, Pope Pius the Ninth. 
"For ourselves, and we feel justified in say-
ing· for the Catholic community generally, the 
arrival amongst us of our Bishop is nO\V wel-
comed \vith a peculiar intensity after the long 
interval of hope and expectation \vhich has 
elapsed since the death of our late venerated 
Prelate-Dr. Mullock; and we hope to have at 
length the opportunity to offer to your Lord-
ship the reverence and esteem which the Catho-
lics of St. John's have alvvays entertained for 
your predecessors. Praying that your Lord-
ship's Episcopate may be Ion~ and successful, 
\VC beg to subscribe ourselves, on behalf of th~ 
Benevolent Irish Society, your Lordship's n1ost 
obedient servants, 
E. MoRRIS, President. 
HENRY V. BoRN, Secretary," 
His Lordship thanked the Society for the 
address, and complimented them on the benevo-
lent motives for which it was founded. Mr. 
l\forris informed him that his predecessors had 
been Patrons of the Society, and asked him to 
accept tfie office, which he did \vith expressions 
of thankfulness for the honour thus shown him. 
On the I Ith of October the Society enter-
tained his Lo~rdship and Rev. Fr. Conway, at 
a dinner giv~n in his honour at the Orphan 
Asylum Rooms. Amongst the guests on the 
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occasion \Vas Rev. Dr. l\1. I~ . Ho,vley, no\v Bis 
Grace Archbishop HoYvley, then a young priest 
just returned to his native country, having 
come out with the Bishop from Rome, to enter 
upon his tnissionary duties. It was about the 
time Dr. Power arrived that Brother Grace be-
can1e incapacitated, hence the t\vo schoots \Vere 
united und ~r ~'lr. O'Donnell. 'fhcre \Vas everv 
., 
hope that \vith the con1ing of the new Bishop 
the efforts to secure the J)rothers \Yould be suc-
cessful. 1' he \ Tery Rev. John Con\vay, \vho 
wa~ Adn1inistr a tor during the interregnun1 tha t 
occurred after the deatl1 of Dr. lVIullock, had 
always taken a deep interest in the ~ociety and 
the schools. He thought the occasion oppor-
tune for a renewal of the application for sorne 
of the Christian Brothers. He according·l:y 
entered into correspondence \vith the Bishop, 
\vho was then in Ireland, preparatory to con1ing 
out to take charge of the diocese, on the one 
hand, and with the President of the Society on 
the other. 
On the 2nd of Aug·ust, 18;o, he \vrote t u 
l\~Ir. Morris as follo\vs : 
H ~1Y DEAR MR. MORRIS, 
"I am writing to the Bishop by this mail, and 
\.v ill be glad to forward the sentiments of the 
Irish Society \vith regard to the Christiar~ 
Brothers. I intend giving my opinion, and 
yours vvill settle it. Please in writing give n1e 
full particulars of the conditions the Society 
\Vould require, and the promise that the So-
ciety may fairly hold out concerning the funds. 
"The Bishop will have a very good oppor-
tunity no\v of doing something. Yours very 
sincerely, 
JoHN CoNWAY.' ' 
The President replied as follo\vs to this let ter : 
"~IY DEAR FR. CON\VAY, 
"I am glad to hear from you that you are 
about writing to the Bishop by this mail, giving 
him some idea of the forlorn condition of the 
schools in connection with the Benevolent Irish 
Society, and of the absolute necessity of the in-
troduction of the Christian Brothers, or sotne 
other such Order, to establish a system of edu-
cation that will attract and command the respect 
of the Catholic poor, both parents and children. 
''The Benevolent Irish Society has heretofore 
paid t\vo hundred pounds per annum to Brother 
John Hanlon and other monks who can1e here 
temporarily from the Archbishop of 'fu atn. 
They lived in the house a t Belvedere, no\v the 
Orphanage, and taught every day in the 0rphan 
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Asylu1n Schools. While they remained the 
schools were overcro\vded-the number attend-
ing them reached, I believe, six hundred, and 
the attendance was ·regular. 
"The Society has been for n1any years back 
very anxious to obtain the services of the 
Christian Brothers for the schools, and our late 
Bishop, Dr. Mullock, corresponded \vith the 
head of the Order in Ireland, \vho stated that 
there \vere more Brothers promised to foreign 
countries than the Order could then supply, but 
hoped, at a future time, to be able to attend to 
the requiren1ents of their fello\v-countryn1en in 
N e\vfoundland. 
''I can only say \vhat I think the Society 
would approve of, viz. : 1'o place the entire direc-
tion and control of the schools in the hands of 
Brothers appointed by the Bishop. To pay 
t\vo hundred pounds per annum to the Brothers 
whom the Bishop should determin·e. To n1ake 
the best arrangement for their temporary resi-
denoe in the Orphan Asylutn building. 
''\\l itl1 this inforn1ation I hope the Bishop 
may be able to co1nmencc neg·otiations no\v, to 
be concluded by correspondence fron1 this place 
after his Lordship shall have arrived here and 
shall l1ave becon1e personally acquainted \vith 
our circumstances; and \vhen the Benevolent 
Irish Society shall be able to consider and deter-
mine the best course to pursue. I an1, &c., 
ED\VARD l\ioRRIS, Presiden,t B.I.S. '' 
At a meeting of the Society held on 2 r st of 
August Fr. Conway, \vho \vas present, inform·ed 
the members that he l1ad \Vritten to the Bishop 
very fully on the subject, giving his vie,vs \vith 
a descriptive account of the Colony, the city, 
the Society, and the schools ; and that he had 
Iearn~ed from his Lordship that his vie,vs agreed 
\vith those of the Society and his O\vn on the 
subject of the introduction of the Christian 
Brothers. 
Fr. Conway thought that the Old Palace 
might be made----s-uitable for a residence should 
they decide to come out. He \vas very sanguine, 
and said he expected to see l-hetn here \vithin a 
very fevv months. 
The Bishop had very little time bet\veen the 
receipt of Fr. Conway's letter and his departure 
from Ireland to accorr1plish much in the direc-
tion of securing· the Brothers. ''Then, there-
fore, he reached St. John's little or no prog·ress 
had b~een made towards its fulfilment. His 
Lordship expressed himself hopefully that 
within a short time he \vould succeed, and he 
continued _the correspondence whicl1 he l1ad 
opened in Ireland. It soon became clear that 
some years \Vould elapse before the Brothers 
could comply \Vith the application. No doubt 
of ultimate success seems to have been enter .. 
tained. 
It \Vas in1possible to leave the schools in the 
unsatisfactory condition in vvhich they vvere. 
'fhe lo\ver school was without a teacher, and 
the teacher in the higher school \Vas over\vorl{ed 
by the additional duties which the care of both 
schools imposed on hin1. In the sun1n1er of 
I 87 r a ne\v teacher \vas engaged for the lo\ver 
school. The choice of the Society fell on 1\fr. 
Robert l\IcKeo\vn, \vho had been a soldier in 
the garrison. l\Ir. 1\IcKeo\vn had \vhen a 
young man not been able to read or write, but 
he sho\ved great anxiety and perseverance to 
improve hin1self in this direction. His subse-
quent acquirements in this direction he owes to 
His Grace Archbishop Ho\Vley, who, when a 
boy at St. Bonaventure's College, used during· 
his recreation and at other tin1es teach hitn to 
read and \vrite, until he becatne quite expert. 
\7\ ... hen he advanced sufficiently, l\Ir. 1\1cl{eo\vn 
opened a kind of school in the Barracks for the 
children of the soldiers. Subsequently he left 
the army, and opened a private school. v\' hen, 
therefore, the vacancy occurred in the Orphan 
Asylum School caused by the resignation of 
Brother Grace, 1\Ir. l\IcKeown vvas \vell quali-
fied to take his place, which he obtained through 
the Influence and interest of his fortner instruc-
tor, Rev. Dr. Ho,Yley, th·en a young priest in 
the l:lalace. 
In June, r878, the comn1ittee of schools re-
con1n1ended the Society to make a change in the 
n1aster of the upp·er school. It \vas not con-
sidered to the benefit of the school that Mr. 
O'Donnell should be retained longer in that 
position. l-Ie \v.as accordingly paid off vvith his 
O\Vn consent and approval. In selecting a suc-
cessor to l\1r. 0 'Donnell the school con1n1ittee 
got into trouble. The comn1ittee, \vithout con-
sulting the Society, appointed l\Ir. James 
Harney, a teacher from Burin, \vho had been 
highly recommended. His engagement vvas com-
pleted, and he had \VOUnd up his school at 
Burin in order to take charge of the upper 
school. The matter catne before the Society 
through the report of the con1n1ittee in August. 
The Society refused to sanction l\Ir. Harney's 
appointment. At a special n1eeting held to con-
sider the matter the \vhole subject of selection 
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of a teacher was left to the Society. The action 
of the committee was ignored. Three candi-
dates appeared before the Society for the office, 
namely, Messrs. 1-Iarney, Ed. St. George, and 
Dalton. The applicants were submitted to a 
ballot of the men1bers, and 1v1r. Ed\vard St. 
George \vas chosen for the position. Mr. 
f-Iarney brought an action against the members 
of the con1mittee for breach of agreetnent. The 
case \vas brought into the Courts, and Mr. 
Harney \VOn. The verdict and costs of the 
suits, \'\.rhich \vere subsequently paid out of the 
funds of the Society, amounted to 267 dollars. 
The change of masters seemed to have been 
n1ost beneficial. This is abundantly clear f ron1 
report of th·e school committee submitted in 
1873. ''Your Committee," says the report, 
''are happy to be able to state that the improve-
n1ent in the different branches of education in 
both schools is very satisfactory. '' 
"The Committee also wish to report that an 
examination of the boys of the lower school took 
place about the end of July, at which his Lord-
ship the ~·1ost Rev. Dro Po\ver vvas present, with 
several men1bers of the Society. A second ex-
amination of the lo\ver school took place prior 
to the Christmas holidays, at which the Rev. 
Dr. Michael Howley attended, also the Chair-
man and Secretary of schools, several tnembers 
of the committee, with many of the parents and 
relativ~es of the boys, and all \Vere pleased that 
boys so young should be able to sho\v such 
kno\Yledge and accuracy in reading, \vriting, 
g-rammar, nrcntal arithmetic, geography, use of 
the globes, &c. 1\n examination \vas also held 
of the boys of . the upper school in January, and 
gave happy evidence of the ability and care of 
the teacher, ~tfr. St. George, \vho by his con-
stant care and attention has contributed verv 
·' 
much to the advancement of the school; and 
your Committee are pleased to add that their 
anticipations on his appointme·n.t have been 
fully realized." 
This prosperity was, however, only tetnporarv. 
In November, 1873, the attendance fell to 16 
in the higher, and 83 in the lower schools. The 
explanation of this great falling off \vas that 
th·e demand for labourers and the high wages 
prevailing induced the · parents of the bigger 
boys to take them from school and send them 
on the wh·arves to work. In the following- year 
the schools had the same experience; during 
the winter tnonths the attendance, though not 
qt all satisfactory, was considerably greater 
than in the summer time. At the November 
meeting of the Society, 1874, it was decided to 
disn1iss the teachers unless the attendance in1-
proved. The S~ecretary \vas directed to write 
to the teachers in both schools asking them for 
an explanation of the stnall attendance and for 
suggestions as to how it was to be remedied. 
Mr. St. George's reply to the Secretary, Mr. 
H. V. Born, is instructive of the state of edu-
cation at that time, and of the difficulties tha4_ 
l1ad to be contended with. After dealing with 
\Vhat he describes as the provisional dismissal 
sent hitn by the Society, and the injustice of 
holding him responsible for the "scarcity of 
attendance, unless, indeed, it could be sho\vn 
that the falling-off is attributable to the teachers' 
mismanagement, non-attendance to, or non-
fulfilment of duties, none of which have been, 
or could truthfully be, advanced against n1e,'' 
he goes on to general causes, as follows : ".i\s 
to the decadence of the school, it may, no 
doubt, be attributed to the same causes as 
affected it in the years 1858, 'sg, '63, '64, '65, 
and in many other years, which have sho~\vn at 
times as lax, and frequently not so good, an 
attendance as at present; it is also vvell known · 
that at one time but from ten to t\velve boys 
\Vere in attendance at the upper school, and 
that also wh,en two teachers were en1ployed 
there, showing that the present depression has 
not existed for the first time, but that during all 
the years of its establishment it has b~een, fro~ 
time to tin1e, in a similar condition. 
"The attendance at these schools has ever 
been, and, 1 believe, \vill continue to be, of a 
fluctuating character; further, this state of 
things will not be remedied by legislation \vithin 
the schools. It would be a :natter of surprise 
to tnany \vere they to know the trifling pleas 
advanced for the detention of children fron1 
school for days, weeks, sometimes tnonths in 
succession ; and if all the boys ~enter~ed on the 
roll fro:n the first to the last of any one n1onth 
were 'i:o attend regularly no cause for dissatis-
tion could exist. 
''One vvell-l<no\vn reason for the lessening of 
the attendance at our public schools is the de-
tnand at certain seasons for juvenile labour, and 
parents whose children can receive two and six.-
pence per day will send them to the \vharves 
rather than to school. But tile number of boys 
absorbed by labour is great~est. 
''It would no doubt be satisfactory were two 
hundred boys to attend regularly throughout 
the year, but th~re is no reason \vhatever that 
there should not he five hundred. At the very 
lowest calculation, not less than one thousand 
boys of a scl1oolable age are \Vithin reach of the 
Orphan Asylun1 Schools. Distributing half, 
vvhich is beyond the mark, among the various 
schools, public and private, there remain to be 
accounted for five hundred boys, \vho, I feel 
assured, never enter any school. 
"The performance of certain \vc:k brought 
n1e into a portion of the to\vn chiefly occupied by 
the poorer classes. In families in \vhich the 
children had arrived at the age of mattlrity, to 
·the question, 'Ho\v many can read and write?' 
in nine cases out of ten the follovving vvas the 
ansvver : 'Some of us can read a little, but none 
can write,' showing what is being repeated no\v 
in some cases by their children-that they at-
tended school, it n1ay be for years, but in so 
desultory a manner that the rudiments of edu-
cation were not mastered. 
''I shall conclude by stating that it is my firm 
conviction that the great cause of the deplor-
ably small attendance at these schools in the 
present, as it has been in the past, and as it 
will continue to be in the future, is the careless-
n,ess of parents, \vho seem to set but slight 
value on any education.'' 
Mr. McKeown's reply lays the blame for the 
short attendance on the change in school hours 
which had recently been made by the school 
committee, changing the hours from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. to from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., vvith an hour's 
interval from 12 to 1 for dinner. He sug-
gested that a bag or tvvo of bread should be 
supplied for the use of the Yery poor amongst 
the scholars. 
These alterations had been strenuouslv 
.I 
opposed by both teachers. In the controversy 
over the subject the old martial spirit broke 
out in l\1r. l\fcl{eo\vn. He and the Chairman 
of the Committee, 1\Ir. Charles Kickham, \vere 
nearly coming to blo\vs, and in the heat of the 
argument l\1r. ::\lcKeo\vn used son1e insulting 
language to Mr. Kickham, for v1hich, upon its 
being reported to the Society, ~~Ir. l\[cKeo\\~n 
\vas compelled to apologize. At the same meet-
ing the suggestion of 11r. l\IcKeo\vn to place 
a bag or t\vo of bread in the lo\ver school for 
the more destitute children \Yas adopted. 
All efforts to impro·ve the schools \vere in-
effectual. No blame could b-e attached to the 
Society or to the teachers. The Society \vas 
prepared to make every exertion and expense 
that could n1akc the schools attractive both to 
parents and children, and the teachers \vere 
most attentive and zealous in the discharge of 
their duties. A \vhole change of system \vas 
necessary, and once more the men1b~..~ rs of the 
Society determined to make a great effort to 
secure the services of the Brother~ front Ireland. 
1'he affairs of the Society did not al\vays run 
sn1oothly. From time to titne controversies 
arose vvhich created for the time being con-
siderable bitterness and ill-feeling. 011te such 
incident occurred in 1874. It arose out of a 
difference \vhich existed bet\veen Right Rev. 
Dr. Carfagnini, Bishop of Harbor Grace, and 
the Benevolent Irish Society of Conception Bay. 
Both parties refused to yield. 1'he Bisl1op re-
garded the matter as con1ing vvithin the juris-
diction of his ecclesiastical authority, and put 
forth some of the povvers which that authority 
conferred on l1irn to bring what he regarded 
as his disobedient flock back to their sub-
mission. The Conception Bay Society refused 
to recognize that it was a matter vvith which 
the ecclesiastical authority, as such, had any-
thing whatever to do, and they declined to 
submit to his Lordship. 
Th·e feeling which actuated the Conception 
Bay Body was reflected amongst the members 
of the St. John's Society. Some members, 
among-st whom \vas the Vice-President, Mr. 
Maurice Fen~elon, thought that the St. John's 
Society ought to g-ive the moral weight of their 
sy111pathy to its sister Society across the Bay. 
The President, Hon. lYir. Morris, on the other 
hand, thought it a n1atter in which the Society 
had no concern, and that it would be unvvise 
to interfere. l\1r. lYlorris refused to call the 
Society together to consider the matter. /\ 
requisition was signed by a number of men1bers 
sufficient under the rules to make it the duty 
of the President to call a meeting, but still he 
declined to do so. Th·e requisit1onists retained 
a lawy·er, who wrote to the President threaten-
ing legal proceedings un'less a meeting was 
su.rnmoned without delay. The President then 
decided to call the meeting, and lay the matter 
refnre the members. The Society met on the 
3rd of May. r-l'he Pr.esident had previously 
sought out Right Rev. Dr. Power, Patron of 
the Society, \Vith' a view to discussing with him 
the object for which the meeting was to be 
called. He, how~ever, failed to find his Lord-
ship, \vhereupon h'e addressed the following~ 
letter to the Bishop : 
.' 
133 
CENTENARY BENE~TOLENT IRISH SOCIETY OF ST. ]0 HN-'S, N.F. 
"Mv DEAR LoRn, "16th April, 1874. 
"I found upon calling at the Palace this 
n1orning, at half-past ten o'clock, that you had 
left town for Torbay. I was anxious to have 
the honour of a few moments' conversation 
with you in reference to a meeting of the Be-
nevolent Irish Society, requested by some mem-
bers to pass an address of sympathy to the 
Conception Bay Society, which has had lately 
some fracas with the Bishop of Harbor Grace. 
My impression is that we should not interfere, 
and as we have not been solicited by either side 
to mix in it, we had better l{eep clear of the 
row. 
''Allow me to request an audience with your 
Lordship for to-morrow morning, at any time 
it may be convenient. I cannot act with confi-
dence as President without being fortified by 
the advice of your Lordship, the Patron. I 
am your Lordship's obedient servant, 
E. MoRRIS.'' 
Dr. Power replied as follows : 
"Mv DEAR MR. MoRRIS, 
"Last evening, at eight o'clock, I read your 
communication. I have been informed that the 
question or controversy to v;hich you refer has 
been sent to the highest ecclesiastical tribunal 
for solution, hence you \vill readily understand 
\vhy I should abstain from any official opinion 
on the merits of the case. Wishing you ev~ery 
happiness, believe me, yours devotedly in Christ, 
+T. J. PowER." 
When the Society met on the 3rd of l\1ay a 
stormy debate to·ok place on the r~efusal of the 
Pr~esident to call the meeting when requested 
by the members to do so. A vote, proposed by 
the Vice-President, Mr. Fenelon, and seconded 
by Rev. John Scott, ''That the President should 
have called the meeting on the requisition," 
was carried. l\1r. Morris consider~ed the vote 
as a censure of his conduct, and resigned the 
office of President. Nothing further was done 
at this meeting, but the members were again 
summoned, on the 6th·, to consider the propriety 
of expressing their sympathy vvith the Concep-
tion Bay Society. M. Fen~elon, Esq., the Vice-
President, who on the retirement of Hon. Mr. 
Morris became President~ occupied the chair. 
Th·e following resolution was passed : 
"The Benevolent Irish Society of St. John's 
beg to tender their \varmest sympathy and 
b·est wishes, under existing circumstances, to 
their sister Society, the Benevolent Irish So-
ciety of Conception Bay." 
Th·e following acknowledgment \vas receiv·ed 
from Harbor Grace: 
''The Conception Bay Benevolent Irish So-
ciety tender their grateful acknowledgments 
to the Sister Society of St. John's for their 
kind and considerate address, under the peculiar 
and painful circumstances in vvhich they are 
placed. RoBT. \VALSH, President. 
]As. BoLGER, Secretary.'' 
Mr. Fenelon, who became President in 1874, 
was an Irishman of l1igh character and g·reat 
ability. He had for many years been the Prin-
cipal in St. Bonaventure's College. He subse-
quently went into busin~ess in St. John's. In 
public life Mr. Fenelon took an active part. 
He represented the district of St. John's \\1 est 
for many years in the Assembly. He \vas after-
vvards appointed to the LegislatiYe Council, and 
in the Thorburn Government he held the office 
of Colonial Secretary. H·e was President of 
the Society frotn 1874 to 1879· On his retire-
nlent he remained an active n1ember until his 
death in 18g6. 
The issu·e of the controversy bet\iveen Dr. 
Carfagnini and the Conception Bay Society \vas 
not kno\vn until December, 187.), \vhen the 
decision of the authorities at Ron1e was made 
known. This decision was communicated to 
the Society by. Rig·ht Rev. Dr. Po\ver in the 
follo,ving· letter : 
' ' l\1 Y DEAR JVI R. PRESIDE~ T, 
"I an1 at length enabled to inforn1 you that 
the Holy See has decided a question of great 
n1ornent in connection \vith the 13en~evo]ent Irish 
Society. 
''1'he Holy Father has g·iven his supren1e 
sanction to a decree of the Propag·anda, \vhich 
determines that the Benevolent Irish Societv 
ol 
is not a religious but a civil Society. Hence the 
action of the Bishop of Harbor Grace to\vards 
the Society of Conception Bay is indirectly pro-
nounced to have been irregular. 
''Through your prudence, I trust no incon-
venient manifestations ~rill result from the de-
cision." 
The 6th of Aug·ust, 1875, was the Centenary 
of the birth of Daniel O'Connell, th~e great Irish 
Patriot and Etnancipator. The Society . vvas 
called together by the President, Mr. Fenelon, 
on the 2oth. of June to consider the best mode 
of celebrating the ev~ent. Previous to the 
meeting, Mr. Fenelon waited on the Bishop to 
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"Mv DEAR LoRn, "16th April, 1874. 
"I found upon calling at the Palace this 
morning, at half-past ten o'clock, that you had 
left town for Torbay. I \vas anxious to have 
the honour of a few n1oments' conversation 
with you in reference to a meeting of the Be-
nevolent Irish Society, requested by some mem-
bers to pass an address of sympathy to the 
Conception Bay Society, which has had lately 
some fracas with the Bishop of Harbor Grace. 
My impression is that we should not interfere, 
and as we have not been solicited by either side 
to mix in it, we had better l{eep clear of the 
row. 
"Allow me to request an audience with your 
Lordship for to-morrow morning, at any time 
it may be convenient. I cannot act \vith confi-
dence as President \vithout being fortified by 
the advice of your Lordship, the Patron. I 
am your Lordship's obedient servant, 
E. :rvioRRIS. '' 
Dr. Power replied as follows : 
"MY DEAR MR. MoRRIS, 
"Last evening, at eight o'clock, I read your 
communication. I have been informed that the 
question or controversy to \vhich you refer has 
been sent to the highest ecclesiastical tribunal 
for solution, hence you \vill readily understand 
\vhy I should abstain from any official opinion 
on the merits of the case. \iVishing you ev·ery 
happiness, believe me, yours devotedly in Christ, 
+T. J. Po\VER." 
When the Society met on the 3rd of l\1ay a 
stormy debate to·ok place on the refusal of the 
President to call the meeting when requested 
by the members to do so. A vote, proposed by 
the Vice-President, l\1r. Fenelon, and seconded 
by Rev. John Scott, ''That the President should 
have called the meeting on the requisition,'' 
was carried. l\1r. l\1orris consider~ed the vote 
as a censure of his conduct, and resigned the 
office of President. Nothing further was done 
at this meeting, but the members were again 
summoned, on the 6th, to consider the propriety 
of expressing their sympathy \vith the Concep-
tion Bay Society. M . . Fen~elon, Esq., the \lice-
President, who on the retirement of Bon. Mr. 
Morris became Presid~ent~ occupied the chair. 
Th'e following resolution was passed : 
"The Benevolent Irish Society of St. John's 
beg to tender their \varmest sympathy and 
b~est wishes, under existing circum-stances, to 
their sister Society, the Benevolent Irish So-
ciety of Conception Bay.'' 
.... 
The following ackno\vledgment \Vas receiv·ed 
from Harbor Grace : 
"The Conception Bay Ben~evolent Irish So-
ciety tender their grateful ackncwledgments 
to the Sister Soci·ety of St. John's for their 
kind and considerate address, under the peculiar 
and painful circumstances in \vhich they are 
placed. RoBT. \VALSH, President. 
}As. BoLGER, Secretary." 
J\1r. Fenelon, who became President in 1874, 
was an Irishman of high character and g·reat 
ability. He had for many years been the Prin-
cipal in St. Bonaventure's College. He subse-
quently went into business in St. John's. In 
public life l\1r. Fenelon took an acti\;·e part. 
He represented the district of St. John's \\1 est 
for many years in the Assembly. He \vas after-
\Yards appointed to the LegislatiYe Council, and 
in the Thorburn Government he held the office 
of Colonial Secretary. He \vas President of 
the Society frotn 1874 to 1879· On his retire-
n1ent l1e ren1ained an active n1en1ber until his 
death in 18g6. 
The issue of the controversy bet\\"een Dr. 
Carfagnini and the Conception Bay Society \Vas 
not kno\vn until December, 1875, \vhen the 
decision of the authorities at Ron1e was made 
known. This decision was communicated to 
the Society by Rig·ht Rev. Dr. Po,ver in the 
follo\ving· letter : 
' '~1Y DEAR l\'IR. PRESIDE~T, 
''I an1 at length enabled to inforn1 you that 
the Holy See has decided a question of great 
n1oment in connection \vith the I3enevo1ent Irish 
Society. 
., 
"1'he Holy Father has g·iven his supren1e 
sanction to a decree of the Propaganda, \vhich 
determines that th·e Benevolent Irish Societv 
.; 
is not a religious but a civil Society. Hence the 
action of the Bishop of Harbor Grace to\vards 
the Society of Conception Bay is indirectly pro-
nounced to have b·een irregular. 
''Through your prudence, I trust no incon-
-venient manifestations will result from the de-
cision.'' 
The 6th of Aug·ust, 1875, was the Centenary 
of the birth of Daniel O'Connell, the great Irish 
Patriot and Etnancipator. The Society . \vas 
called together by the President, Mr. Fenelon, 
on the 2oth of June to consider the best mode 
of celebrating the event. Previous to the 
meeting, l\1r. Fenelon waited on the Bishop to 
134 
CENTE)1.4R1" BE1VEIT""OLE~\~T IRJ~')H SOCIE1., 1"" OF 5)'1~ . ]0 H 1\ T'S, :AT.F. 
asoertain his vie\YS and invite his co-operation. 
Dr. Power promised to g4 ive the mo\ren1ent all 
the support he could. It \Vas decided to ask 
the other Catholic Societies and Institutions of 
the city to join the Benevolent Irish Society in 
carrying out the celebration. Rev. John Scott 
\vas deputed to confer with the other Bodies 
and ask them to take part, and a committee \vas 
appointed to act- \Vith SUCfi delegates as the 
other societies should appoint'. Th·e follo\ving 
- --
purpose of defraying the expenses. 'fhe Be-
nevolent Irish Society contributed £104 Ios. od. 
The anniversary day, the 6th of August, was 
very \Yet. In spite of the \veather, the various 
Bodies paraded the streets headed by the Be-
nevolent Irish Society, ",vhich \Vas preceded 
by a green flag drav.:·n by two horses, and bear-
ing in gold letters tl1c motto, 'Daniel O'Connell, 
the Liberator.' The streets \Yere gaily deco-
rated \Yith flags, and at night the various public 
: ·: .::::· .· 
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Six years Presid ent Uenevolent Irish Society. 
Institutions consented to join the Benevolent 
Irish Society, namely-the Mechanics·' Society, 
the Phrenix and Cathedral Volunteer Fire Bri-
g-ade Companies, the Total Abstin~ence and 
Juvenile Benefit Societies, the Star of the Sea 
Association, and th~e St. Joseph's Catho1ic In-
stitute. A joint committee was appointed from 
members of these several Bodies, to \vhich \vas 
delegated the formulation and execution of the 
i!rogramme for the celebration. Each Society 
took up a collection from its members for the 
• 
halls and private dwelling houses were brilliantly 
decorated. .(~ pic-nic, however, \vbich had been 
arranged as part of the programme had to 
be postponed until the next day. 
The next day, the 7th, \vas a bright summer's 
day. After dinner, the whole population turned 
towards the parade ground, \vhere the pic-nic 
''ras to be held. A gaily decorated tent had been 
placed on the ground. At three o'clock the 
large gathering sat down to lunch. Later in the 
evening an elegant oration on the life, character, 
1 35 
the Brothers on their arrival. The present 
teachers had to be discharged, and the building 
put in repair. Three months' notice \vas given 
to both Mr. St. Georg·e and l\1r. Mcl(eovvn, and 
the sum of £160 was voted to the school corn-
mittee to effect such repairs, alterations,_ and 
cquipm·ent as might be needed in the school-
roonls. 
In October Rev. Brother Holland, Director 
of the Community in St. John's, came out to 
finalize all arrang·ements for the opening of the 
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in the conduct of their schools. It was, there .. 
fore, necessary to make many alterations in the 
school committee's regulations. After many 
consultations \vith the committee, Brother 
-Holland came to an understanding on the 
Yarious n1atters under discussion. He conse-
quently \vrotc the follo\ving letter to be placed 
before a general meeting of the Society : 
''St. Bonaventure's Colleg·e, 
"GE~TLEl'viEX, Oct. 17th, 1875· 
"On reading over the rules and bye-la\vs for 
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REV. BRo. F. L. HoLLAND, 
First Superior of the Christian Brothers in 
Ne\vfound1and. 
schools. He stayed at St. Bonaventure ,s Col-
lege until such time as a residence could be 
provided for himself and his colleagues. His 
first business was to fit up the class-roon1s on 
the lines on which experience had taught the 
Brothers to be n1ost suitable to the conduct of 
their schools, so far as the Orphan Asylun1 
building \vould permit. He submitted his ideas 
on these matters to the school committee, \vhich 
complied \vith th,em to the best of its ability. 
He next turned his attention to the tnanagement 
and control of the schools themselves. It was 
an unalterable rule of the Christian Brothers 
that there should be no interference \vith them 
the government of the Orphan Asylun1 Schools 
I find that there are son1e which int·erfere \Vith 
our liberty in th·e management of said schools, 
and might be the cause of slight tnisunder-
standings in the future, to obviate which \Vould 
be prud·ent and advisable. 
"I trust that the Irish Society will consider 
us so \Vorthy of confidence as to render the en-
forcement of such rules unnecessary. An 
assurance from the Society to that effect '"~ ill 
oblige. Your obedient servant, 
FRANCIS L. HoLLAKD. 
"The rules alluded tn are 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 15; 
pages 2 5, 26." 
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The rules to \vhich objection \Vas raised re-
lated to the interference of the committee in 
the conduct of the schools, such as the \veekly 
visits of the members, the examining into the 
,vorkino- of the school, and the introduction :--, 
and rejection of text book:s, &c. The Society 
at once fell in \vith the views of Rev. Mr. 
Holland, and suspended the rules named by 
him \vhilst the schools contint1ed under the 
' manag·ement of the Christian Brothers ; and in 
place of inspection and interference required 
that the Superior of th·e schools should furnish 
a quarterly report to the Secretary of Schools 
one week before each quarterly meeting of the 
Society. 
All arrangements \\"ere completed by the end 
of the year, and the Brothers opened school for 
the first time after the Christmas l1olidays in 
January, 1876. There \vere in all three 
Brothers, nan1ely, Revs. Mr. Holland, Mr. 
Prenderville, and 1VIr. Mitchell. They .. lived in 
a house owned by 1\1r. St. John, on Duck\vortl1 
Stre~et, near where T. & M. \\linters" store no\v 
stands. 
The introduction of the Brothers is thus de-
scribed in the reports. of the officers and of the 
school committee submitted in February, 1876: 
"The ques1fon," says the Officers' Report,'' of 
procuring the services of the Christian Brothers 
for the Orpllan Asylum Schools having been 
brought before the School Committee by the 
Chairman early last spring, a deputation of the 
Committee \Vas appointed to \vait upon his Lord-
ship the Bishop with reference to the matter. 
In consequence of the understanding then come 
to, a special meeting of the Society \vas called 
on May 3oth, at \vhich the Society ag.reed to 
n1ake such arrangen1ents as his Lordship 
deemed necessary, and \vhich \Vould be con1-
patible \vith the means and position of the So-
ciety, to aid his Lordship in obtaining the 
establishment of a branch of the Order in Saint 
John's. 
''This g·reat boon, we are happy to state, 
has been secured, and the Society's schools are 
no\v (as will be seen from the report of the 
Chairman of Schools) under the management 
of the Christian Brotl1ers, \vith pro1nise of the 
most satisfactory and beneficial results." 
''There are are nO\\"," says the School Com-
n1ittee R~eport, ''three separate schools, \vhich 
\Vere opened last month by the Christian 
Brothers, and up,vards of 300 children are no\v 
attending them. ,.fhis is as large a number 
as the schools \vill accommodate. 
"The room heretofore used for the Industrial 
Department being now used as a schoolroon1, 
that branch of the Institution is carried on in 
the lower room, which affords ample accon1mo-
dation. '' 
The effect of the introduction of the Brothers 
into the schools vvas most beneficial ana instan-
taneous. The attendance) \vhich in N ovetnber 
\Vas 66 for both schools, rose before the 
Brothers were a month in charg-e to 300, \vhich 
\Vas the limit of the school space available in 
the building. Besides these 300 boys who \verc 
fortunate enough to obtain places in the school, 
there were many others who applied for ad-
tnission, but for lack of accommodation had to 
be denied entrance. Besides tl1e increase in 
attendance, the rooms \vere brightened and 
ventilated by new 'vindo\vs placed in the eastern 
end of the school, and the system was far 
superior to anything \Vhich had obtained in 
the class~es at any time since their establish-
ment in 1823. 
The Society had long been looking forward 
to the time when it would be necessary to erect 
a new hall to take the place of the old Orphan 
Asylum. Preparations were commenced as far 
back as 1866, \vhen, on the advice of the Presi-
dent of that year-Hon. Ed\vard Morris-a fund 
\vas started \vhich it \vas hoped, by appropriat-
ing to it from time to tin1e such sun1s as the 
resources could afford, \Vould ultin1ately enable 
the Society to erect the new building. In 1876 
this fund, by careful n1anagement, had reached 
the sum of £1,223 18s. 2d. The arrival of the 
Christian Brothers, and tl1e great i1npetus 
\vhich was thereby given to the scho·ols, ren-
dered it necessary to undertake tl1~e building at 
once. The Orphan Asylum was unsuited to the 
improved condition of the school. The con-
tracted condition of fhe rooms, the \vant of 
proper ventilation, the impossibility of affording 
the increased accommodation required, and the 
age of the building, made all attempts at repairs 
or alterations unavailing, and was a useless ex-
penditure of mon~ey. These were discussed 
privately amongst the members, and the erec-
tion of a new hall was regarded as the only 
remedy. Now that the schools w~ere so 
efficiently cared for, it was necessary to take 
them out of their unsuitable surroundings. 
A special meeting \vas called on th~e gth of 
July ''to consider 'the question of the erection of 
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Residence of the Christian Brothers, Mount St.. Francis, St. ]ohn"s, Newfoundland. 
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a J-Iall." After an interesting debate as to the 
site, style, and cost of the proposed building, a 
cornmittee of fifteen members \vere appointed to 
act with the officers to procure plans and esti-
mates for the information of the Society. The 
committee so appointed, tlnder the style of the 
''Building Committee," had the entire charge 
of th,e erection of the St. Patricl{'s Hall. · It 
met on the r6th July, and appointed Mr. Charles 
Kickham Chairman, and Mr. James D. Ryan 
(now Hon. J. D. Ryan, President of the So-
ciety) Secretary, and Messrs. Michael Strafford 
and Charles Loughran, Treasurers. 
Th~e first business was to decide on a plan. 
Mr. Kickham and Mr. Coleman submitted one 
eacl1 to a meeting of the committee held in 
September. The plan of Mr. Kickham was 
approved of as to the building g~enerally, but 
the roof and tower were taken from that sub-
mitted by Mr. Coleman; and a grand entrance 
from Military Road to the Society's meeting 
room was add,ed · to· the plan agreed upon. 
Having ·decided on the plan of the building, the 
material and the cost had to be settled. 1\1r. 
Kickham submitted estimates for the cost of six 
materials, Mr. Coleman for four. The com-
mittee decided in favor of a building constructed 
of rubble work coated with cement, the base-
ment of hammered stone, and granite base 
course, freestone dressin.gs to windo-vvs, doors, 
external angles, eaves, belts, &c., all \vhich was 
estimat~ed to cost about £s,ooo. 
Before reporting to the Society it \Vas thoug4 ht 
desirable to decide on some plan to supplernent 
the building fund, which would not of itself 
meet the cost of the proposed erection. 1\~Iany 
schemes were discussed, but did not commend 
th.emselves to the majority of the committee. 
At last Mr. William P. Walsh proposed "That 
a share list be opened to the amount of about 
£3,ooo ·in shares of £5 each, payable, \vithout 
interest, as soon as the funds of the Society 
\viii permit.'' This plan \vas agreed to by the 
committee. The Building Committee reported 
to the Society in December, 1876, and its report 
met with the appro\ral of the members. It ~ras 
decided that the ne\v hall, to b,e called the St. 
Patrick's Hall, be proceeded with at once, and 
that the direction of the work be left in the 
hands of the same committee. 
'fhe first subject to which they directed th~ir 
attention \vas to give effect to the scheme for 
raising mon~ey. Son1e \vere desirous of keep-
ing the loan \vi thin the Society, but, after dis-
cussion, it \vas decided to issue a circular to 
the public. Accordingly, a prospectus was 
drawn up containing the terms in which the 
Society could accept advances, and a circular 
\Vas issued to the members and friends of the 
Society. rfhis document sets forth the reason 
\vhich justified the Society in appealing to its 
friends for a loan. It reads as follows : 
CIRCULAR. 
''The Benevolent Irish Society of St. John's 
being impressed \vith the urgent necessity of 
affording suitable school accommodation to the 
hundreds of children anxiotlS to obtain admjs-
sion to the already overcrovvded schools at the 
Orphan Asylum in charge of the Christian 
Brothers, have determined on erecting a build-
ing where ample provision will be made to n1eet 
the wants of the Catholic community in this 
regard. 
"Th·e public, through the instrun1entality of 
his Lordship the 1\Iost Rev. Dr. Power, have 
now the benefit of the devoted services of the 
Christian Brothers in imparting instructions to 
over 300 children in th.e old rooms of the Orphan 
Asylum. But owing to the contracted condi-
tion of the room, the want of proper ventilation, 
the impossibility of affording further accom-
modation, and the age of the building, it be-
hoved the Society to take imn1ediate action to 
carry out the determination arrived at. 
"Hundreds of our children are debarred from 
availing of the blessings of a sound religious 
and practical education merely from the vvant 
of enlarged and suitable schoolroon1s. 
"There is, therefore, a serious responsibility 
resting on the Catholic community as well as 
on the Society. 
"As the building funds of the Society at 
present at their disposal are insufficient to enable 
them to proceed at once with the erection of the 
Hall or building, it is proposed to place their 
position before the public, so that each and 
every Catholic having the future well-being of 
his co-religionists at heart will be enabled to 
aid th~e Society in their endeavour to secure the 
Catholic youth that education which is indis-
pensable to their independence, prosperity, and 
l1a ppiness. 
"The Society .have adopted the accompany-
. ing Prospectus as the ground vvork of their 
operations, and as a corporate body will in time 
discharge the obligations therein cast on them." 
The Prospectus referred to reads as follovvs : 
PROSPECTUS. 
''\i\Ther·eas, the Benevolent Irish Society of 
St. John's, Newfoundland, have determined on 
erecting 'Jn their grounds, on the north side of 
the Queen's Road, a building or hall to be 
called St .. Patrick's Hall, and to\vards d.efray-
ing the cost thereof propose opening a sl1are 
list for the sum of about £3,000 in shares of 
£5 each, to be paid up by the shareholders at 
sucl1 times and in such proportions as may be 
called for by the Building Committee appointed 
by the Society. The amounts so subscribed by 
each party to be paid back without interest by 
the Society, as follows: 
''One-half the amount _in ten years, and tl1e 
balance in fift.een years from the date of sign-
ing this Prospectus. But the Society may 
repay said moneys as any funds n1ay warrant 
the same \Vithin said period. 
"Now, in consideration hereof each of the .. _ 
undersigned subscrib·es for and accepts number 
of shares opposite l1is nan1e, and promises to 
pay the amount thereof, subject to the terms and 
conditions aforesaid.'' 
These documents W·ere submitted to the So-
ciety on January 21st, 1877, and adopted. The 
share fist was opened at the same meeting, and 
before the meeting closed the sum of £I,o~o, 
or 4,240 dollars, was subscribed by the men1-
bers. This \vas only the beginning of the fund, 
\vhich, before the completion of the St. Patrick's 
Hall, amounted to £3,360, or 13,340 dollars. 
The success of this appeal to the n1e1nbers 
and friends of the Society shows how l1igl1ly the 
Catholic people valued the great educational 
benefits wl1ich the Christian Brothers off.ered 
to their boys. They recognised the necessity of 
the vvork which the Benevolent Irish Society 
l1ad undertaken. 
Tl1e space in the Orphan Asylum schoolrootn 
was too· limited. It was already overcrowded 
by tl1ose who wer•e fortunate enough to gain 
admission, whilst hundreds of applications had 
to be refused for want of accommodation. 
The work of the Hall was pressed on with 
all the speed possible. Tenders w•ere called 
for on the plans already adopted, but the cost 
was considered too high. Some alterations 
were mad·e in the plan, particularly in the tower 
in front of the building, \vhich was to be erected 
only as high as the second storey, the completion 
to be left to some future time. New tenders were 
called for, when three sets of contractors tendered, 
that of Messrs. John Coleman and W m. Kelly for 
£4,650 was accepted. This did not include the 
cost of building· material, wood vvork, or fitting 
up. The excavation, which involved cutting out 
an extensive area of solid rock, \vas performed 
under the direction of the committee, and out-
sid·e the contract, at a cost of £342. 
On July 22nd, 1877, the corner stone was 
laid by the l\1ost Rev. Dr. Power. On that day 
the grounds \vere tastefully decorated \vith 
bunting. The Society met preparatory to th~e 
ceremony, and were joined by the officers of the 
various societies, namely, of the M~echanics, 
the St. Vincent de Paul, the Fisherman's, the 
Total Abstinence and Benept (Adult and J uve-
nile), Star of the Sea, and St. Joseph's Catholic 
Institute. The street bet\veen the Episcopal 
Residence and the Society's grounds was lined 
by the members, and his Lordship the Bishop, 
the clergy, the Christian Brothers, accompanied 
by the officers of these societies, walked through 
the ranks to the ground. Th~e Bishop then 
blessed and laid the corner stone, after which 
he addressed the large assemblage, pointi.ng out 
the great blessing \vhich the institute of which 
he had just laid tl1e corner stone \vould be to 
the present and future generations, and exhort-
ing those who could afford to· do· so to aid the 
Society in briqging to its completion th~e grand 
erection which they had undertaken. 
Addresses were also delivered by Mr. Fenelon, 
President of the Benevolent Irish Society; by 
Hon. Edward Morris, who had been President 
for so many years ; by the Rev. M. F. How ley, 
D.D.; by Rev. Br. F. L. Holland, and also by 
the Presidents of the various societies whose 
offioers had taken part in the ceremony. A col-
lection was taken up in aid of the building fund, 
which realized the sum of £256 15s. 7d. 
A box was placed in the stone, containing 
the various coins then in circulation, copies of 
the local ne\vspapers, the rules and constitu-
tion of the Society, and a parchment in wl1ich 
was engrossed the following inscription: ''On 
this Sunday, the 22nd day of July, in the year 
of our Lord I 877, in the 4 Is t year of tl1e reign 
of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, Queen of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and the Episcopal Jubilee 
year of his Holiness Pope Pius the Ninth, Sir 
John Ha,vley Glover b·eing Governor and Com-
n1ander-in-Chief in and over the island of New-
foundland and its dependencies, th·e foundation 
stone of St. Patrick's Hall \vas laid by his 
Lordship 1' homas Joseph Power, Doctor of 
Divinity, Bishop of St. John's, at the request 
and under the auspices of the Ben·evolent Irish 
Society." 
The parchment also contained the date of the 
establishment 10f the Soci1ety, (a list of the 
officers and members, numbering in all 218; the 
names of the Building Con1mittee, the archi-
tects, and contractors. 
After the corn·er stone had been taid, the \vork 
of erection \vent on rapidly. The Society pro-
vided the granite and freestone; the former \Vas 
obtained from th·e Government, and the latter 
\vas got from The \Vallace Company, Nova 
Scotia; at a cost of £1,200 three vessels \vere 
specially chartered for the purpose of bringing 
the stone. Th·e \Vood \vork \vas done by 1Ir. 
\'/m. O'Grady, at a cost of about £,26o, and the 
schoolroon1s were fitted up by Mr. J. S. Po\vell, 
at a cost of about £475, and painted by Mr. 
Richard Hanley. The \vhole building cost the 
Society the sum of £,g,633 18s. 7d., or about 
38,452 dollars, including contract, materials, 
fittings, extras, and incidentals. In order to 
n1eet this expenditure it \vas found necessary 
to borfO\V fro1n outsiders only £,I,7oo, or 6,8oo 
dollars, the balance vvas met fron1 the reserYe 
of the Society and other funds, and the amount 
borro,ved from the members. The accounts 
sho\v that from the accun1ulated funds the 
Society \Vas able to pay the sum of 20,240 
dollars, and that the members advanced 'vith-
out int·erest, on the terms set forth in the 
prospectus, the su1n of 13,440 dollars. 
In the front of the to,ver of the hall a n1e-
dallion, 6ft. high by 4ft. gin. \vide, having 
sculptured on it a figure of St. Patrick, relieved 
about 8in., surrounded by a freestone margin, 
011 \vhich \vas inscribed the motto of the So-
c~ety, "He \vho gives to the poor lends to the 
Lord,'' \vas placed. This handsome \vork of 
art was execut·ed by Messrs. P. Farrell & Co., 
of the Glasnevin Marble \ ;'/ orks, Dublin, Ire-
land, and \vas the gift of the late l\fr. John 
Boggan to the Society. 
1\fr. Bogg·an \Yas one of the n1ost generous 
contributors to the \VOrk of the Society. Be-
sides this beautiful n1edallion, he erected, at 
his O\Vn cost, a handsome iron railing along 
Queen's Road in fro'nt of the hall. The Board 
of vVorks straightened and put in repair the 
stone retaining wall. These vvorks, especially 
the medallion, which is made from Sicilian 
marble, \viii, it is hoped, stand for ages as a 
n1onun1ent of the generosity of l\1r. John 
Boggan. 
In their annual report for the year 188o tl1e 
officers thus refer to Mr. Boggan's action in 
connection \Vi th the medallion : ''In gen·erously 
defraying all expenses connected \vith the 
munificent donation, Mr. Boggan has endeared 
his name and n1en1ory to the present and future 
tnembers of the Benev~t Irish Society as 
long as St. Patrick's Hhll bxists to display his 
artistic and treasured gift." The to\ver, ,¥hich 
by the unequal contract had been left unfinished~ 
\vas completed in 1879, and the flag of the 
Society \Vas first hoisted on top on August I sth 
of that year. The first meeting of the Society 
\vas held in th·e new hall on February 17th, 
188o, the seventy-fourth anniversary of the 
foundation of the Institution. 
St. Patrick's Hall \Vas con1pleted by the 15th 
of Aug·ust, 188o. On that day the building and 
schools \vere blessed and open·ed by the l\Iost 
Rev. Dr. Po\ver. The base course is of granite. 
There are three stor·eys. The basement at the 
eastern end \vas fitted up for a caretal{er's quar-
ters, \vitn furnace and kitchen for the use of the 
Society. The middle storey contained four 
large class-rooms constructed on lines to n1eet 
the \Yishes of the Christian Brothers. Thev are 
.I 
bright, airy, and \vholesome rooms, in which 
eYery care \Vas given to proper ventilation and 
sanitation. Tl1ey are capable of accomtnodat-
ing about four hundred children. The ceren1ony 
of dedication \Yas an imposing· one. It is de-
scribed in the records of the Society as follows : 
"At the appointed hour the Society having 
form·ed into processional order, accompanied by 
a band, proceeded to the Episcopal Residence. 
His Lordship the Bishop· and clergy l1aving 
vested, the Society proceeded th·en to tl1e 
Cathedral, \vhere the prescribed prayers \vere 
recited, the hymn ''"'reni, Creator,' \vas sung by 
the choir, and the litanies \vere chanted during 
the procession. The Society then reformed, and 
the procession mov·ed along -the Cathedral 
grounds to the main entra11ce of St. Patrick's 
Hall. The solen1n ceretnon;.. of blessing the 
exterior \valls \vas then \vitnessed by the Society, 
after \vhich his Lordship entered the building 
a nd bl·essed the se,-era l schoolrooms. His 
Lordship a ddressed the Society and the vast 
~ 
~ 
-0 
0 
....c 
u 
CJ) 
en 
en 
0 
~ 
u .. 
.b 
0 
:c 
~ 
~ 
ro 
en 
.. 
~ 
u 
. -~ 
~ 
ro 
~ 
~ 
0 
Pi 
crowd assembled in the hall to \vitness the cere-
mony, congratulating the people of the island 
on the great blessing besto\ved on them in 
having such schools conducted by the Christian 
Brothers, whose lives were devoted, from a pure 
love for God, to the education of youth. 
He particularly congratulates the Society on 
the success of their efforts in the sacred cause 
of education. His I..Jordship referred to the per-
secution of the religious teaching orders in 
l 1"'rance, and the exertions the Catholic Cl1urch 
\vas making for the teaching and training of l1er 
youth und·er h.er own direct influence. After 
invoking the aid of the Blessed Mother of God 
and the holy patron saint of the Society in the 
good work in which the Society are engaged, 
his Lordship gaye th·e Episcopal Benediction to 
all present. The Society then proceeded to the 
steps of the Cathedral, and opening its ranks 
his I..Jordship and the clergy p.assed into the 
sacr·ed edifice, after which the Society returned 
to its rooms. 
'fhe schools \vere opened aft·er the summer 
holidays, 188o. On \/{lednesday, the 1gth May, 
in the san1e year, the old Orphan Asylum \vas 
sold at public auction for the sun1 of £35, and 
\Vas shortly after taken down and removed from 
the grounds. 1"'he passing of the Orphan 
Asylum severed an honoured link with the past 
of the Society. It l1ad witnessed for half a 
century its struggle to maintain tl1e schools, 
and the many difficulties against which that 
struggle had to contend \vith varying success. 
It was the scene of its festivities, of its wrangles, 
of its triumphs, and of its great works of 
charity. It is not, tl1erefore, surprising, not-
withstanding the magnificent hall into which 
it was entering, that the removal of the old 
building caused 111any a deep sigh of r·egret, 
, especially amongst the older members of the 
Society. After its removal the grounds of the 
Society were levelled off and cleaned up, and 
the new hall \vas laid open to the ad1niration 
of the public. 
At the anniversary meeting held in F"ebruary, 
188o, Hon. Joseph J. Little succeeded Mr. 
Fenelon as President of the Society. Mr. 
Little was a brother of Hon. P. F. Little, who 
was President _of th·e Society during the years 
I 8 57 and I 8 sS. Like his brother' he \~v"aS born 
in Prince Edward Island, and came to this 
country some years later. He was a barrister 
who had a most distinguished career at the ~ar 
of N e,vfoundland. He entered public life shortly 
after his arrival l1ere, representing the district 
of Harbor J\Iain in the Legislative Assembly 
continuously from 186g to 1884, \vhen he \Vas 
appointed to a puisne judgeship of th·e Supreme 
Court. During that period he filled the office 
of Attorney-Gen·eral in two separate adn1inis-
trations. i~ 18g8, on the death of Sir Frederick 
Carter, he was raised to the dignity of Chief 
Justice, and _in 1901 he \vas knighted, becoming 
Sir Joseph J. Little. During his incu1nbency 
of tl1e office .~of Chief Justice, he acted on 
several occasions as the Administrator of the 
Government of the Colony. Sir Joseph J. Little 
\vas !_)resident of the Benevolent Irish Society 
from 188o to 1884. The obligations \vhich the 
erection of St. Patrick's Hall imposed upon the 
Society demanded that all its funds should be 
us·ed for the purpose of meeting them. It was 
seen early in the work of construction that it 
vvould be necessary to suspend all other votes. 
The principal one \Vas that of the Con1n1ittee 
of Charity for the relief of the poor in the city. 
It \Vas found to be impossible to continue this 
Yote and meet the claims for principal and 
interest \vhich it \Vas necessary to incur to con1-
plete the building·. It was, accordingly, pro-
posed by lYir. \i\1 m. Donn·elly, and ag·reed to by 
the members, that "1"he vote for Chartty be 
discontinued until the liabilities incurred in the 
erection of the Ne\v Hall b·e paid off." 
In adopting this resolution the intention of 
the members \vas to resume the charitable work 
of the Society as soon as th~e funds would 
permit. 
It was hoped that after a few years all obliga-
tions would be discharged, and the Committee 
of Charity should be enabled to resume its be-
nevolent occupation. Circumstances, howev·er, 
have prevented the Society from reviving that 
department from that time to the present. It 
has expanded in other ways and along other 
lines, but all based upon the ''true principles of 
benevolence and philanthropy" upon which the 
Society was found·ed. It has never at any time 
during the past hundred years acted upon any 
other principles than upon those which were 
laid down by its organizers in 1806. Local 
circumstances had greatly changed in the in-
terval between the formation of the Society and 
the time \vhen the charity vote was discon-
tinued. The Society had its origin at a time 
anterior to the introduction into the Colony of 
· the ordinary ·frame,vork of civilized Society, 
144 
• 
CE1'1TEN~4R17 BE1VET10LENT IRISH SOCIET17 OF ST. ]OHJ.\ "r'S, N .F. 
\vhen the poor \vere numerous, and entirely de-
pend·ent upon the relief vvhich the Benevolent 
Irish Society and the ''Society to Improve the 
Condition of the Po·or" could give then1. In 
1877 the Colony had advanced rapidly under 
the influence of popular governm·ent, \vith all 
the machinery for promoting prosperity and 
protecting the poor, \vhich experience had 
taught the world to be best adapted to th-ose 
ends. Education vvas and is regarded as tl1e 
most efficient agent in lifting the people of a 
sum, ho\vever , includes not only th·e regula r 
annual' vote, but also amounts granted from 
time to tin1e to particular charities, both \vithin 
and \vithout the Colony. Besides these expendi-
tures, a fund had accumulated in the hands of 
the: S·ociety aggreg~atinglto· about £3,8oo, but for 
which it is probable that St. Patrick's Hall-
at least in its present magnitude and grandeur--
\Vould never have been erected. 
It is mucl1 easier to calculate the value of 
these seventy years of benevolence in cash than 
CHIEF JUSTICE SIR J. J. LITTLE, 
Four years President Benevolent Irish Society. 
country above the need of alms. Gradually, 
therefore, the Society had extended its educa-
tional department, until from 1877 to the present 
day it has absorbed all its means and occupied 
all its attention. 
During th·e seventy years vvhich the Com-
mittee of Charity had been engaged in the 
work of "relieving the w.ants and distresses 
of their countrymen and fellow-creatures at 
large" a sum approaching £2s,ooo, or Ioo,ooo 
dollars, had been expended in this \vay. The 
annual vote varied very much according to the 
necessities apparent to the tnembers. This 
K 
to reckon the amount of misery and suffering 
vvhich was relieved. The real account for such 
work as this is not recorded here belo\v, but is 
kept by the great Recording Angel, \vho has, 
and will al\vays, watch ·over this Benevolent 
Institution, and on all those who help in its 
Christian work. 
On June 27th, 1878, Right Rev. George 
Conroy, D.D., Bishop of Armagh, arrived in 
St. John's as Papal delegate on matters of in1-
portance connected with the Catholic Church. 
I-Iis Excellency had, previous to his arrival in 
this Colony, visited Canada and th·e United 
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States in pursuance of a commission g·iven hitn 
by His Holiness Pope Pius the N-inth. Before 
fle reached N e\vfoundland Pope Pius died, and 
\Vas succeede.d by His Holiness Leo the Tl1ir-
teentl1. His Excellency, \vho \vas a man of 
great ability and judg·ment, settled some difficult 
religious and edt1cational questions at Quebec. 
His coming to St. John's \vas looked for\vard 
to with great eagerness and interest l)y the 
Catholics of St. John's. A \varm \velcome was 
arranged for him. The various Catholic so-
cieties combined for the purpose of making his 
arrival the occa5ion of a great d.emonstration 
of Catholic loyalty to the Churcl1, and to the 
representative of its ten1porary Chief. Tl1e 
display was unique in its genuineness and bril- . 
liancy. He \Vas met at Shea's Wharf by the 
Catholic Societies, and by an assemblage of 
people of all classes and denominations. Tl1e 
str~eets through whicl1 he passed, escorted by the 
various societies and associations 'vith bands 
and banners, \vere gaily decorated. The \vhole 
scen~e \vas marked with a splendour and pomp) 
and withal by an impressiveness and decorun1 
which sho\ved the great joy and deep religious 
feelings with which our people \velcom·ed their 
distinguished gu,est. From the \vharf the pro-
cession went to the Cathedral, \vhere, after 
appropriate ceremonies had been gone through, 
a joint address from the various Catholic so-
cieties \Vas presented to His Excellency by J\Ir. 
Fenelon, President of the Bene,·olent Irisl1 
Society. 
The address read on tl1e occasion was as 
follows : 
''To His Excellency the Most Reverend Dr. 
expectations of tl1ose \vho rejoice in tl1e diffi-
culties of the Cl1urch, and desire her 11utnilia-
tion, \vere disappointed by the speedy and peace-
ful election of the eminent Pontiff who no\v so 
\Vorthily reigns. In comn1on \vitl1 the \vholc 
Catholic \vorld, \Ve n1ourned the death of the 
one, and rejoiced at the election of the other. 
Your Excellency \vill return to the Eternal City 
bearing \Yith you the fervent expression of the 
\vhole An1erican Cl1urch, of its complete sym-
pathy and hartnony \vith and obedience to the 
Chair of St. Peter. \'1 e hun1bly desire that 
Your Excellency \viii accept the assurance that 
in N e\vfoundland that faitl1 and harmony, that 
sympathy and ol)edience, are no less strong·, 
ardent, t rue, active, and abi_ping than in tl1-e 
flourishing countries of the Continent. 
"Representing· as do the various Societies 
on \vl1ose behalf this address is presented, \Ve 
n1ay say that the \Vl1ole Catl1olic community of 
this city·, en1l)racing many positions in life, 
and ·various opinions on other subjects, are 
united and st rong in e'rerything· that appertains 
to the interests of tl1e Cht1rch, and desirous of 
caring for and adv·ancing those interests in every 
legitimate and proper manner. 
''Tracing our spiritual descent as \Ve do 
through tl1e children of the land of St. Patrick, 
\Ye rejoice in an especial tnanner that to one \vho 
\Years the rnitre of Saint 1\Iel . and St. Kyran 
has been committed t he important \vork in 
''Thich \ ... our Excellency is eng~ag·ecl. 
"\\litl1 eag~er interest \\Te have \vatched Your 
Excellency's progress through the neighbour-
ing cont inent , and re joiced to see that every-
\vhere vott ha,Te been recei,red \vith honour and 
w 
distinction , du e to your exalted position and to 
your O\Vn man3T ' rirtues and distinguished Conroy, Papal D~elegate to Canada and N e\v-
foundland. lVIay it please Your Excellency- career. 
''At this season of the year many of tl1ose 
Long have we hoped for the coming of this who ·would join in our celebration, and gladly 
happy day, and with glad hearts we avail our- present themselves to do homage to Your Ex-
selv·es of it to approach Your Excellency with cellency, a re absent from their homes, engaged 
feelings of profound respect, and to tender to in the pro .. ectttion of t11e fishery. 
you our respectful greeting and sincere wei- ''That t l1e faitl1 pla nted in our Island home by 
come on the auspicious occasion of your visit \Vorthy p ri est s of Ireland has not been inactive 
to Ne\vfoundland. Coming amongst us as or vvitl1out fr uit, the g roups of ecclesiastical 
Your Excellency does as the r~eprescntative of building·s ,~·hich cro,,~d the city \vill be to Your 
Our Holy Father, \Ve \velcome you \Vith all the ExcellencJr sufficient proof; and that the present 
respect and affection due to that exalted position. is not un,vortl1y of tl1e past, tl1e l)tlildings no\v 
''''-' e ren1ember that \vhen Your Excellency in course of er ec tion for educational and re-
started on your n1ission, the g-reat and illus- ligious ptrrpose~ ,,Till testify. 
trious. Pontiff, Pius the Ninth of holy memory, ''The s t;.<les and t itles of the several Societies 
occupted the chair of St. Peter, that since then \vhich haYe no''" the 11onot1r to address Your 
he has passed to his great reward, and that the ·Exoellency \v ill inform you that each one is, in 
146 
.:.··· .;.::=·· ·::: ... 
·:· ... 
·-:.7 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
s:: 
0 
::r: 
........ 
0 
v 
u 
s:: 
v 
'"'0 
• 1'""4 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
fJ) 
v 
~ 
CENTE1VARY BENEVOLENT IRISH SOCIETY OF ST. JOHN'S, N.F. 
its 0 ,vn sphere, and und~er the guidance and The Society intended entertaining Dr. 
,vith the approbation of our beloved Bishop and Conroy at ~ dinner. A n1eeting \Vas held to 
tlergy, engag·ed in the performance of \Vorks make all arrangements, but \vas postponed 
of charity and good \vill to,vards our neigh- owing to his illness. 
hours. Shortly after His Excellency arrived, he was 
''Each one of th~ese societies desires to assur.e taken sick. It was not thought to be serious. 
Your Excellency of its ht1mble submission and He, however, died at the Episcopal Palace, St. 
· obedience to the Holy l 1""ather, of its pious re- John's, in the ·early part ·of August. The whole 
spect for the n1emory of th~e illustrious Pontiff community received a great shock, as his deatl1 
\vl1o for so n1any years, and amidst so many came rather suddenly. \Vhen his deatl1 became 
difficulties and dang·ers, guarded with unerring known, the entire town \vent into mourning. 
\visdom the Cl1urch committed to his care; of As it \Vas decided to send tl1e retnains home 
its affectionate reg·ard for the person of the to Ireland, a public funeral vvas arranged. After 
present occupant of St. Peter's Chair, whose lying in state, the funeral took place fron1 the 
brilliant past is an earnest and pledge that the Cathdral to Shea's \~Tharf, whence the ren1ains 
splendid r~ecord of the long and illustrious line \Vere conveyed by the ss. "Caspian" to Europe. 
of Popes \viii, in his charge, have fresh lustre The funeral procession was one of the n1ost 
added to its pages; and that all unite in the solemn sights ever seen in St. John's. The 
humble prayer that he may be long spared to same societies \vl1o, a fe\v weeks previously, 
rule \vith \visdom and foresight in the position had welcomed the delegate \vith every demon-
to vvhich God has called him. stration of joy, now -moved slowly through the 
'' Eacl1 one also desires to assure Your Ex- streets in the dead of night, their flag·s and 
cellency of its high consideration for yourself, badges draped \vith crape, to the beat of tkte 
and its respect for the many virtues and talents muffled drums. The Benevolent Irish Society 
\Vhich adorn your life, and have gained for you occupied the post of honour by reason of seni· 
the confidence of the H·oly Father, and the re- ority. After the steam.er had sail~ed, the pro-
spect and good \vill of all, \vithout distinction cession moved slowly back and dispersed, 
of creed or nationality. amidst a feeling of general gloom. 
''To· ~each one of th·ese Societies this auspicious By the time St. Patrick's Hall was con1-
day \viii always be a bright remembrance, and pleted the Christian Broth.ers had been firmly 
\Ve humbly trust that, during the many years established in the schools, and the Order had 
of health and happiness which we pray God to planted itself deeply in the affections of the 
grant you, Your Excellency \vill sometirnes re- people. Their numbers had increased \vith the 
men1ber the cordial welcome with \vhich we demands of the schools. Rev. Mr. I-Iurley, 
have no\v the honot1r to greet you. \vho for the past thirty years, and who still 
''We have theho·nourtobeYour Excellency's labours in _the schools of the Society, arrived in 
n1ost humble and devoted servants, 1876, shortly after the original Brothers had 
''Benevolent Irish Society-1\tl. Fenelon, come. Mr. Mitchell had returned to Irel1.nd, 
President; Henry \l. Born, Secretary. and his place was filled by Rev. Mr. Toland. 
"Christian Doctrine Society-Thomas J. In 1878 the land upon which Mount St. Francis 
Murphy, President; Wm. Brown, Secretary. novv stands was acquired, and the building of 
''Total Abstin~ence an·d Benefit Society- that beautiful residenoe for the good Brothers 
Patrick Reardon, President; Francis Doyle, commenced. In 188o Rev. Mr. Holland, the 
· Secretary. real founder of the Ch'ristian Brothers in N e\v-
' 'Juvenile T. i\. and Benefit Society-Patrick foundland, was recalled to Ireland, and becan1e 
Connors, President; MI. Fleming, Secretary. on~e of the Executive of the Order at Drum-
'' St. Vincent D~e Paul Society-J. J. Little, condra, Dublin. His departure caused uni-
President; Wm. Doutney, Secr~etary. - versal regret. A special meeting of the So-
''Fisherman's Society-Laurence Cody, Presi- ciety was called to express its appreciation for 
dent; Michael Costigan, Secretary. Mr. Holland. It express,ed not only its own 
. ''Star of the Sea Association-Arthur Jackson, feelings, but those of the entire cotnn1unity in 
Pr~esident; John Ryan, Secretary. the following resolution: 
''St. Joseph's Catholic Institute-Robert J. ''That the Benevolent Irish Society deeply 
Kent, President; 'Vm. G. Hogan, Secretary.'' regret th'e departure of Rev. F. L. Holland from 
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this Island; that the most sincere thanks and 
d~epest expression of gratitude of this Society 
be and are h~reby tendered to hitn for his 
labours in th~e cause of Catholic education in 
this city; and as the founder here of his Order, 
he has inaugurated a system of education \vhich, 
if extended, \vill be a lasting blessing to the 
Catholics, not only of this city, but of the \Yhole 
Island. 
boys, and the third under ~Ir. Hurley for the 
,·ery young boys. Shortly after (about a year) 
a ne\v school \vas open~ed under Mr. Flood, 
\vho came out for that purpose. 
The progress n1ade by the Christian Brothers 
in N e\vfoundland \vas n1ost gratifying to the 
Superior-G·eneral of the Institute at home. 
\Vriting to Brother Flen1ing, in November, 
I 88o, in reply to an application for a Brother to 
• v 
REV. BROTHER FLE1.IING. 
In the summer of the san1e year Rev~ l\tir. 
Fleming came to St. John's to succeed Mr. 
Holland as Superior of the Christian Brothers. 
Mr. Fleming spent over twenty years in the 
Colony, during most of which period he \vas 
Sup~rior of th~e Order in the . Colony. Mr. 
Fleming was Superior when the ne\v schools 
\Vere opened in St. Patrick's Hall after the 
summer holidays in 188o. :ivir. Holland· had 
returned to Ireland in the spring of that y~ear. 
There \vere then three sch'ools opened-one 
under Mr. Fleming for the more advanced boys, 
another under Mr. Toland for intermediate 
open a new school, he says : "The good people 
of St. John's d~eserve well of our Institute, and, 
. vvith the help of God, we will come to their 
aid as soon as it is possible to detach a Brother 
to send to you. . . . You may be sure I 
will not lose a moment in sending out the Brother 
that is requir~ed, so you may assure the people 
that w~e are quite alive to your position and 
wants.'' 
The fo.urth school was opened in. the begin-
ning of May, 188r, and placed in charge of Mr. 
Prendeville until the ne\v Brother promised by 
th'e Superior-General should arrive. Mr. Flood 
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arrived shortly after, and tool< charge of the 
fourth school. Mr. Toland left St. John's 
shortly after. He was succeeded by Rev. 
Brother Slattery, \vho still remains amongst us, 
and to whom the whole city and country O\ve 
so much. Before l1e came to Newfoupdland, 
Mr. Slattery had e'stablished a reputation for 
hin1self as an efficient teacher. Mr. Fleming·, 
C\ 
I 
po\ver of organization and construction \vhich 
he has sho\vn. \Vhen St. Bonaventure's Col--
leg·e \vas taken over by the Brothers, in 188g, 
Mr. Slattery \Vas given charge as Superior, . 
and by his tact, ability, and skill, raised that 
institution to the standard of educational ex-
cellence \vhich it had never before reached . 
l-\.gain, in 188g, \vhen the Industrial School 
• ..)
REY. BROTHER J. L. SLATTERY. 
writing to the Secretary of Schools, l\1r. Thomas 
Greene, in November, 1881, referring to Mr. 
Slattery's arrival, says : ''Our Superior has 
kindly sent us the person of all others I \vould 
select to replace Mr. Toland; you n1ay judge 
from the fact that forty boys frotn his school in 
Cork passed the Interm·ediaie exan1ination." 
This reputation Mr. Slattery has not only re-
tained, but he has increased it by the wonderful 
and Orphanage at Mount Cashel \Va~ estab-
lished by His Grace Archbishop Ho\vley, Mr. 
Slattery, who had been called to Ireland a short 
titne previous, \Vas, at the earnest request of 
His Grace, sent out to take charge of that infant 
institution. During his brief stay in Ireland 
l\Ir. Slattery gave another proof of his \vonder-
ful skill, ability, and organization, \vhen he laid 
deep the foundation of \\1aterpark Colleg·e in 
J,....O ~ 
the Citv of \\""aterford. ~Ir. Slatterv built 
~ ~ 
broad and built deep. 'I'he lines upon \Yhich 
he n1otllded these yarious institutions are so 
adn1irably constructed that they n1ay be de-
pended upon to assure the perrnanent usefulness 
of eacl1 of tl1en1. 
13ut it is not tl1e Catholic con1n1unity alone 
,,·ho l1aYe benefited by Brother Slattery's great 
\Vork in the Colony. t\11 classes and all creeds, 
not on 1 y in St. J o l1 n 's, but th ro u g· h out the en ti r c 
to Ireland before l\Ir. Slattery can1e out. He 
\Vas succeeded by Rev. lVIr. IZcnnedy, in 1883, 
,,·ho also is happily \Yith us at the present day . 
.. \s a teacher l\fr. l(ennedy has l1ad no superior 
an1ongst all the great n1en \vl1on1 the Order has 
·ent to St. John's during tl1e thirty years \vhich 
haYe passed since the Christian Brothers can1e 
here. ~Ir. IZennedy has taught in the schools 
of the Societv eYer since his arrivaL His kind 
el 
dis position , his s t c r 1i n g· qua I it i e s , his fear 1 e s s 
I • 
I* : (;) v 
'-< I ~ 
l{c.V. BROTHER A. P. 1~El\~EDY. 
Island, are indebted to l1in1 for his \York con-
nected with the forn1ation of the Council of 
Higher Education. In 1893 the GoYernrnent, 
being desirous of encouraging· higl1er educa-
tion in the Colony, offered a prize for the n1ost 
practical plan \vhich might be presented, and 
for that p·urpose invited th~e various educa-
tionalists in the Colony to con1pete by essay for 
the prize. Amongst tl1e con1petitors \vas ... ~Ir. 
Slattery. His essay was accepted, his plan 
adopted. The Council \vas constituted on the lines 
laid do\vn by him, and has ever since \vorl{ed 
rnost successfully. lVIr. Prendeville returned 
adherence to principle, and his deep concern 
and interest in his pupils, both past and present, 
haYe endeared him to all in such a n1anner that 
he is reg·arded as a personal friend of them all. 
t\nd no matter ho\v long they have left his care 
and passed out into the \Yorld to struggle for 
then1selYes, his pupils al\vays, \Yhen they \vant 
advice or consolation, they turn to ~Ir. l{ennedy, 
\vith the assurance tl1at they 'vill receive counsel 
and syn1pathy from him. \Vhen lVIr. Fleming 
retired from the office of Superior of the Order 
in St. John's, he \vas succeeded by l\1r. Kennedy, 
but, O\ving to failing health, he found himself 
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incapable of performing the onerous duties of 
that office, together with th·e fatigues of teach-
ing. After six years, he resigned the office, 
and devoted himself to his school. He was 
' sucoeeded by the present able and energetic 
Superior, Rev. Mr. J. E. Ryan, \vho came to 
the country about the year 1892 as a very young 
man. It will be necessary to refer to the ex-
oellent vvork of Mr. Ryan later. 
In 1882 the upstairs portion of St. Patrich~ 's 
I-Iall-\vhich had been set apart for a theatr·e 
and concert hall-was fitted up n1ost elegantly, 
and opened on April 12th, 1882, by a grand 
dinner. This banquet \vas one of the n1ost 
elaborate and most largely att·ended of any 
event in the history of the cit)7 • It is thus de-
scribed in the Minutes : 
''At seven o'clock the members and their 
guests to the number of 330 sat do\vn to a 
sumptuous dinner prepared by the l\1essrs. 
Lash. Amongst the guests \vere His I-Ionor 
th·e Administrator of the Government, His Lord-
sl1ip the Most Rev. Dr. Po·\ver, Patron of the 
Society; the Rigl1t Rev. Dr. Sears, Prefect 
Apostolic of the '\1 est Coast ; a large n urn ber of 
clergytnen of the several denominations, the 
Heads of the Government Departments, as also 
a large gathering of the principal inl1abitants. 
This gathering, which was certainly the largest 
ever l{nown in the city, passed off \Vi th a cor-
diality and good feeling most happily referred 
to in their remarks by His Honor the Admini-
strator of the Government, His Lordship the 
Bishop, and several of those \vho ,, .. ere called 
upon to respond to the toasts proposed during 
tl1·e ev•ening." 
The dinner on this occasion excelled in 
hilarity, harmony, conviviality, ,,~ it, and elo-
quence, even the high r•eputation \vhich the 
Irish dinners had acquired during the prev·ious 
years of tl1e Society's existence, from the day 
when the first dinner \vas held in the old 
''London Tavern.'' Th·e toast list \vas prepared 
with the same care. It is gratifying to notice 
that many of the toasts \vhich in former times 
had been received at these annual re-unions of 
Irishmen with acceptance had been remo·ved, 
and others, vvhich bespoke a keener desire to 
free the land of their forefathers from the 
oppression of foreign rule, had taken ·their 
places. The toast of ''The Union" and "The 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland'' ,,-ere eliminated, 
and their places taken by the patriotic toast of 
''Old Ireland as she ought to be." The 
Ministers of England were no long·,er toasted 
as the responsible rulers of Ireland. The 
speakers referred rather to the days when Ire-
land \vould be governed by Irish Ministers re-
sponsible to an Irish Parliament. The whole 
spirit of the gathering showed how far the 
members had left behind those sentiments 
which found expression in the early assemblages 
of the Society, as well as the .advanced state of 
society inN ewfoundland. Mr. Tl1omas Mitchell, 
the Chairman of the Dinner Committee ·On this 
occasion, earned the gratitude of the 111:embers. 
l\1r.. Mitchell had for years been prominent in 
the \vork of the Society. He had taken an 
active part in bringing about the introduction 
of the Christian Brothers, and in tl1e erection 
and completion of St. Patrick's Hall. 
During the same year the iron railing· and 
stone wall which bad been placed in front of 
St. Patrick's Hall, a few years ago, by the 
generosity of l\1r. John Boggan, \vas extended 
around the entire grounds of th:e Society. The 
fund necessary to meet the cost of this \vork 
\Vas raised by voluntary subscriptions from the 
men1bers. \\Then finished, the vvhole property 
of the Society presented a most pleasing ap-
pearance. 
The schoolroon1s of St. Patrick's Hall were 
quickly filled \vith scholars. It was found im-
possible to supply the demand for admission. 
\"'" ery many had to be refused. It was neces-
sary, if the great blessings \vhich the education 
afforded by the Christian Brothers brought to 
our people \vere to teach as many of the youtl1 
as sought it there, that more accommodation 
should be provided. In 1882 it vvas decided 
by Right Re,r. Dr. Po,ver to open schools in 
the \vest end of the city, and place them under 
the Christian Brothers, thus relieving the 
pressure on the schoolroon1s at St" Patrick's 
liall. A plot of land ,v·as purchased on Patrick 
Street, and the \vork of erecting a school build-
ing undertaken. Circumstances, however, de-
layed the completion of the project until 188g, 
\vhen the Holy Cross Schools were opened in 
Patrick Street. Four Brothers came from Ire-
land to take charge of them, under th!e direc-
tion of Rev. Brother Brennan. 
In December, 1883, Hon. Joseph J. Little 
\vas appointed to a judgesl1ip of the Supreme 
Court. He \Vas sttcceeded in the office of Presi-
dent by Robert J. Kent, \vho had been \!ice-
President for a nutnber of years previously. 
l\1r. I{ent \vas a nati\~e of \\"'"aterford, Ireland, 
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who came to this country as a young man. 
He was n\ephew of Hon. John Kent, a former 
President of the Society. For a short time 
aft,er he arrived l1ere from the Old Country he 
worked as a clerk: in his uncle's tnercantile 
continued to represent until I886, \vhen he re-
signed his seat in the Legislature. Mr. l{ent 
held the office of President of the Society from 
I883 to I8gi, \vhen he resigned. 
l\1r. l{ent was one of a family \vhich has been 
• 
ROBERT J. l{ENT, EsQ., l(.C., M.I-I.A., 
Eight years President Benevolent Irish Society . 
. · 
establishment. He after,vards \Vent to the la,v, 
and practised in St. John's for many years as 
the partner of the preceding Pnesident of the 
Society, Mr. Little. He entered public life in 
1873, being returned to the Assembly that y,ear 
for the district of St. John's East, which l1e 
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closely identified 'vitl1 the Society since its 
foundation, and which has had a representative 
amongst its officers almost continuously from 
the time Hon. Patrick Morris, Mr. Kent's 
grand-uncle, \vas elected Second Assistant 
Vice-President, in ISIS, to the present time-
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\vhen the office of Vice-President is held by 
Mr. J. M~ l{ent, I(. C., son of the late President 
-a period of over ninety years, during forty 
of \vhich the office of President was filled by a 
member of the same family. 
In 18R6 Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, Prim~e 
MinistPr of England under n Liberal Govern-
ment, introduced, in the Imperial Parliatnent, 
a Bill embodying the principle of Home Rule 
for Ireland. It \vas, indeed, a very incom-
plete and lin1itea measure that was offered, but, 
such as it was, it was to·o much for the British 
House of Commons, which threw it out by a 
n1ajority of thirty. It was, n·ev,ertheless, a 
great triun1ph for the Irish Nationalists under 
1-Ir. C. S. Parnell to have, by their obstructive 
tactics in Parliament and by l{eeping behind 
then1 a united and organised Irish people, 
forced the Hon1e Rule question from the back 
files to the most prominent place in English 
politics, and compelled the English leader to 
n1ake it a party issue, on the decision of which 
his Government should stand or fall. The Bill 
\Vas before the Commons from the 8th of April 
to the 7th of June. It was accepted by the 
Irish people, not as the accomplishment of 
their desires for Irish nationality, but as a sub-
stantial step · to the fulfilment of them. In 
every part of the \vorld the people of the Irish 
race watched the progress of the n1easure 
through Parliament with intense interest. So-
cieties, associations, and clubs in Canada, 
i\merica, Australia, and N e\vfoundland passed· 
resolutions commending Mr. Gladstone, and 
congratulating Mr. Parnell. 
On May 27th a special meeting of the B.enevo-
lent Society was held, in St. Patrick's Hall, 
summoned by requisition from th~e members, 
''to consider the advisability of adopting a 
series of resolutions, congratulating the Right 
1-Ionourable '\r. E. Gladstone for introducing· 
into the Imperial Parliament his Home Rule 
Bill.'' A most interesting and patriotic de-
bate too]{ place. The Union, the struggle for 
Repeal, the Home Rule mov~ement, the great 
fight ot Parnell and his party and their triumph, 
\vcre dwelt upon by various speakers. It was 
not until a very late hour that the following 
resolutions \vcre adopted, viz. : 
''Whereas, \Ve have \vatched \vith intense 
interest during the .past twelve months, the 
battle waged in the British House of Commons 
for Irish freedom and self-government. 
"And whereas during the present session of 
the Imperial Parlian1ent a Bill has been intro-
duced by the Right Honourable \Villian1 Ewart 
Gladstone providing for the re-establishment of 
a Pariiament at College Green> in Dublin, for 
th~e purpose of enabling the Irish Nation to 
conduct its own affairs. 
''And whereas we, from a long experience 
of the operation of the principles of Responsible 
Government, and the privileg~e of n1al{ing our 
own laws, believe that the said Bill, introduced 
as above, is calculated to conserve the best 
int~erests of Gr~eat Britain and Ireland, and to 
add strength and security to the British Empire: 
"Resolved, that we extend our hearty con-
gratulations to tl1e introducer of the Bill, and 
in doing so hope the day is not far distant v.rhen 
the British nation will, at th~e polls, record a 
verdict in his favour, and thus mark its confi-
dence in th~e most illustrious of living states-
tnen .. ' ' 
Resolutions were also adopted congratulating 
th~e Irish leader, nfr. Parnell, on the success 
of his policy. These resolutions were dir~ected 
to be sent forward the next day by cable. 'fhat 
to Mr. Gladstone was sent in the fortn in 
\vhich it was adopted. That to Mr. Parnell 
read as follows : 
"At a sp,ecial meeting of the BcncYolent 
Irish Society held in St. Patrick's Hall on the 
2oth of May, 1886, it was unanimously resolved 
that, whilst congratulating the Right Hon. 
Mr. Gladstone on the introduction of the Hon1c 
Rule Bill, this Socie~ty cannot forget that the 
present position of the question of Home Rult 
is mainly due to the energy and ability of 
Charles Stewart Parnell. 
''Resolved, that the Society congratulates 
lYir. Parnell on the success whicl1 has attended 
his efforts to gain Home Rule for Ireland, and 
expresses its confidence on his untiring exer-
tions to secure the re-establishment of an Irish 
Parliament.'' 
These resolutions \vere duly forwarded, and 
acknovvledged. The practical effect of the 
resolutions and address \vhich w~ent out to ~lr. 
Gladstone and Mr. Parnell from the Irish people 
all over the world amounted to nothing, so far 
as the m6asure then before the House of 
Comn1ons and the general ~election \vhich fol-
low~ed the defeat of the Gladstone Government 
\vere concerned, but the moral effect \Vas great 
ind~eed. They encouraged the Irish leader, by 
the knowledge that the whole Irish world was 
at his back in his struggle \vith England. It 
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convinced him that, with the assistance of that 
great power, his caus·e, though it might be 
deferred, could not but triumJ?h in the end. 
In September of the same year Mr. Courtney 
Kenny, M.P. for Barnsley, Yorkshire, Eng-
land, a Gladstonian Liberal, a staunch sup-
porter of the Home Rule Bill, came to Saint 
John's. H·e delivered an interesting and in-
structive address on "Home Rule for Ireland," 
in the Athenreum. The members of the Society 
were anxious to pay some tribute to Mr. Kenny 
for his loyalty to the Irish cause. A special 
n1eeting was conv.ened on September 26th, "to 
take into consideration the advisability of enter-
taining· Courtney ]( enny ,_ Esq., M.P., who is 
now in St. John's, and who is devoting· his 
ackno\vledged abilities in assisting the Right 
Hon. \V. E. Gladstone to secure Hon1e Rule 
for Ireland." A general desire existed amongst 
the members to ·entertain him at a banqu~et, 
but his stay in the city was too sl1ort. It was 
decided to present him with an addr·ess ex-
pressive of the sentiments of th·e Society, which 
was done. The address was as follows : 
"To Courtney Kenny, Esq., LL.B., Member 
of the British House of Commons for Barnsley 
District of Yorkshire, England. 
"Dear Sir-W~e, the Members of the Benevo-
lent Irish Society of St. John's, beg respect-
fully to wait upon you with an expression of 
thos·e sentiments \vith which your powerful 
and brilliant advocacy of the cause of Ireland 
has inspired us in your regard. 
"Before we had the pleasure of welcoming 
your arrival in this Colony we had perused, 
\Vith proud gratification, your eloquent exposi-
tion of Ireland's clain1 to nationality, and more 
d·eeply still was this feeling moved when the 
announcement came that Ne\vfoundland was 
to be honoured vvith a visit by the distinguished 
English chan1pion of th·e rights of suffering 
Ireland. 
''This Society is composed not alone of 
Irishm·en by birth, but of the d·esoendants of 
those whom misgovernment in the land of their 
nativity expatriated, to seek a home in this 
portion of the \\T estern World. But no union 
can be mor·e· perfect than that ·which makes us 
one, sires and sons, in devotion to the ''rock 
whence we were hewn," and to the hallo\ved 
traditions of our race. 
''You may, then, vvell believe, dear Sir, that 
the grand efforts, on behalf of Ireland, of your 
ever-to-be-honoured leader, Mr. Glads tone, 
and your own noble utterances in his support, 
hav·e awakened in us feelings of gratitude to 
\Vhich our words fail to give adequat~e expres-
. 
SIOn. 
"Your lectures on Hom·e Rule, replete with 
instruction and learning, hav·e afforded delight, 
not to men of Irish blood alone, but, as the 
rapturous P.laudits of mixed audienoes proved, 
to those of various countries and political 
opinions, who could admire calm and logical 
disquisitions, adorned by cultured ~eloquence. 
For ourselves, vve can truly say that it fills us 
\vith new hope and aspirations for Ireland to 
see you, and m·en like you, ardently ~enlisted in 
her struggle, and bidding h·er be of good cheer; 
and you have made us share your confident 
prediction of the near approach of that bright 
dawn vvhich shall ush·er in her day of nation-
hood, contentment, and prosperity. 
''May Heaven prosper the gr~eat work in 
\vhich you are engaged for the liberation of the 
oppressed, and b·e assured, dear sir, that none 
\vill mor~e heartily rejoice in your personal wel-
fare and success than those who now have the 
honour of addressing you. 
"Sign~ed on behalf of the Benevolent Irish 
Society, ''RoBERT J. l{ENT, President. 
"MICHAEL H. CARTY, Secretary." 
''St. John's, Sept. 2gth, 1886. '' 
Mr. K·enny replied as follows : 
"To the Offioers and Members of the Be· 
nevolent Irish Society ·of St. John's. 
"Gentlemen-! have been deeply toucl'l·ed by 
the kindness of the Ben,evolent Irish Society, 
not only as sho\vn in the intention whicl1 it l1ad 
so hospitably form·ed in asking me to sit down 
last night at its table, but also as manifested 
in their farew·ell gathering, and in the eloquent 
and glowing words to which we thave just 
listened. To these words I cannot hope to 
offer any fit reply, any more than I can venture 
to think of deserving even a scanty portion of 
the credit which your good nature has led you 
to give to my efforts, here and in England, to 
promote the great purpose of my great lead-er. 
"But if I feel constrained to disclaim any 
title to your applause, I am all the more proud 
of the sympathy whicn it manifested. I recog-
nize in it a new proof of the new and growing 
union between the greater races of the sister 
Islands, and in that union, cemented by the 
heat of a common struggle for a common pur-
pose, I see the secure pledge of an early achieve-
ment of those hopes which have for so tnany 
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generations been alike the ideal of Ireland's 
wisest statesmen and the ennobling longing of 
her hun1blest peasant. vVith repeated thanks, 
and 'vitb the \Varmest \vishes for the \vellbeing 
of both the Islands, Ireland and Newfound-
land, whose names are blend·ed together in the 
very constitution of your Society as well as in 
the hearts of all its n1embers, I have the 
honor to be, Gentlemen, your faithful s·ervant, 
''COURTNEY KENNY.'' 
The schools under the Christian Brothers 
continued to maintain the high standard of 
efficiency which the arrival of the Brothers had 
infused into then1. Th~e four class-rooms in 
St. Patrick's Hall were crowded \vith eager 
young scholars. The old days of anxiety for 
the usefulness of the schools had passed away 
for ever. That indiff·erence, which parents had 
fortnerlv Inanifested to the educational facili-
., 
ties held out by the Society, had changed into 
an eagerness to obtain admission to th~e schools. 
Th·e Brothers, under Rev. Mr. Fleming, \vere 
unremitting in the care and attention bestowed 
on the boys. Every year, since their arrival, 
the schools were sending out into the world 
young men, thoroughly equipped with a good 
sound religious and practical education, and 
their places in the schools were eagerly taken 
by others anxious to participate in the magnifi-
cent advantages which were thus afforded them. 
The past pupils of the schools filled offices of 
trust and responsibility in the large mercantile 
firms and in Go·vernment offices in the city. 
Employers showed a keen desire to engage 
boys from the Christian Brothers' schools. 
Th·e training these boys received produced in 
them habits of attention, industry, honesty, and 
sobriety, which made them most valuable and 
reliable employees. The sch.oolrooms \vere 
crowded to overflowing. Many applicants 
had to be denied admission for want of ac-
comn1odation. In the report of the officers 
submitted at the anniversary meeting in Feb-
ruary, I 887, the necessity of providing more room 
found expression in the following paragraph : 
"In view of the large number of applicants for 
admission to the schools, who cannot be re-
ceived because of the want of room in the 
class-roon1s, it mig·ht be well to consider, at 
an early dat•e, whether further accommodation 
in the way of room could not be placed at the 
disposal of the Brothers, who are, we under-
stand, n1ost desirous of having such an oppor-
tunity of ext~ending the sphere of their useful-
.. 
ness, \ve beg to recommend that th'e Society clo 
give to this matter its earliest attention.'' 
Unfortunately, the Society \vas not then in a 
position to respond to this cry for more roon1. 
It was still \vcighed down by the debt which 
it had undertaken in the erection of St. Patrick's 
Hall. This debt was O\ved partly to the mem-
bers, but largely to the Banks. Most of those 
amongst the members who · had generously 
contributed to th·e erection of St. Patrick's 
Hall had already consented to waive their right 
of repayment of the moneys advanced under 
the scheme of shares already alluded to, which 
had been formed to raise money to build the 
Hall. The President, Mr. R. J. Kent, made 
an arrange.m~ent with the Banks for the gradual 
liquidation of the amount due to these institu-
tions. It required all the resources of the Body 
to meet the interest and principal under this 
arrangement. Owing to these circumstances, 
the Society was unable to prt)vide that ·Increased 
accommodation which was so pressing a need. 
It was, ho\vever, necessary that something 
should be done. The Catholic people were 
clamouring for more schools, and the Christian 
Brothers were eager to satisfy then1 by sup-
plying more teachers from Ireland. The Most 
Rev. Dr. Power decided that som·ething sh~uld 
be done. It was most desirable to op~en schools 
in the west end of the city. He, accordingly, 
determined to erect a school building on Patrick 
Street. Rev. Mr. Fl~eming, Superior of the 
Christian Brothers, acquired a plot of land on 
Patrick Street. The work of building \vas 
pressed on rapidly, and in a very short tin1e the 
Holy Cross Schools were fit for occupation. 
More Brothers came out from Ir~eland. When 
the schools w·ere open, they were capable of 
accommodating between 300 and 400 boys. 
This relieved the demand on St. Patrick's Hall 
Schools for a time. There were now between 
700 and Boo boys under the care of the Chris-
tian Brothers in St. John's. 
In 1887 a Juvenile Branch of the Benevo-
lent Irish Society was inaugurated. The idea 
had for some time been under discussion 
amongst the members of the Society. 'fhe ex-
cellent material for such an establishment 
which existed in the number of boys attending 
the Brothers' schools, and of the young men 
who had just left school, left no doubt as to 
the success of the ·proposal. The subject \Va§ 
brought before the Society at the annual meet-
ing in 1887, when a committee was appointed 
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to report on its feasibility and organization. 
This con1mittee reported favourably on l\1arch 
6th. It took some time to get the Branch 
properlj' organized. 
It became very popular amongst the boys in 
the schools and those just left. 'I'hey \vere 
eager to turn out \vith the Society on Saint 
Patrick's Day. 1'hey, accordingly, drew up a 
memorial, signed by over 180 of then1, \vhich 
was presented to the President, Mr. Kent, by 
three· of their number, asking permission to 
take part in the Annual Parade, under the pro-
tection of guardians appointed by the Society. 
The members of the Society granted their re-
quest. They, accordingly, \Valked \vith the 
Society on St. Patrick's Day. 
The Juvenile Branch during the next year 
was a great success. The officers, in their re-
port in 1888 says of this Branch : 
''A special feature of the day's (St. Patrick's) 
celebration \vas that in th.eir procession th~e 
Society \Vas accompanied by the then recently 
organized Juvenile Society. It affords your 
officers much pleasure to state that, since then, 
the Juvenile Branch has been fully and conl-
pletely organized, and that it is no\v strong in 
numbers and is fully detertnined to sustain the 
traditions of the parent Society. \\7ith the 
permission of this Society a portion of the base-
ment floor has been appropriated to the usc of 
the Juvenile Society, and in this portion they 
have, at their O\Vn exp·ense, erected reading· 
and recreation rooms, \vhich are \veil furnished 
and supplied, and \vhich are larg·ely attended 
by their members. Your officers look: confi-
dently for\vard to the realization in future 
years of the hopes based by this Society upon 
the establishment of a Juvenile Branch, and 
that it \vill in no sn1all degr·ee contribute to 
the strengthening of the parent Society, and 
enable it to enlarge its sphere of usefulness.'' 
.. 
1'he success of th~e Juvenile Society was in a 
· large measure due to the care and interest of 
Rev. lV1r. Fleming, Superior of the Christian 
Brothers, and Rev. Mr. Slattery. The follo\v-
ing extracts from the Report of the Officers of 
the Juvenile Branch to the Society for the 
year ending February, 188g, is interesting, 
and sho\vs the then state of that organization: 
"During the \vinter months of last year the 
propriety of holding debates \vas broug·ht under 
the notice of the Chairman of the Reading 
Roon1 and Gyn1nasium Cotnmittee, and they 
\vere, accordingly, held once a \Veek; quite a 
large nun1ber of men1bers took part therein, 
thereby n1anifesting the deep interest \vhich 
they had in the adyancen1ent of the Society. 
'fhe nun1ber enrolled as n1en1bers during the 
past year is 42, and the number of n1cn1bers on 
the roll to date is 325." 
"It is \vith g·reat pleasure \ve acknO\\·ledge 
the receipt of a splendid bookcase fron1 the 
Rev. Brother Fletning, and sincerely thank 
him for l1is kind ren1cn1brance. 1"'hc library, 
\vhich \vas also presented to the Society by the 
Rev. Brother Flen1ing, contains a larg·c sc lcc-
tion of books by the best authors, and no sn1all 
revenue is deri vccl f ron1 the library during this 
year.'' 
"1"'he reading roon1 and g·yn1nasiu1n are fast 
becon1ing a great advantag·e, and the apparent 
good done by these institutions n1ay be seen by 
the intellectual and physical appearance of 
those n1embers \Yho make proper use of the 
satne. 
"Before concluding· the brief synopsis of the 
past year's proceedings, \Ve n1ust sincerely 
thank those gentlemen \'rho have so kindly 
contributed papers to\vards the support of the 
reading room. .l-\lso \Ve must ~express the deep 
obligation \vhich \ve O\ve to Rev. · Brother 
Slattery for the g·reat interest n1anifested by 
him from titne to tin1e in the advancen1·ent and 
\velfare of the Society, and \Ve n1ust thank the 
Christian Brothers in general for the interest 
also taken bv then1 in anv schen1e for th·e ad-
r ~ 
vancen1ent of the Society." · 
During the first years of its existence the 
Junior Society did g·reat g·ood in itself and as 
an aid in augn1enting the n1en1b·ership of the 
Senior Society. Each year numbers of young 
1nen passed fron1 the Juvenile to the Adult 
Body. It \Vas tnanag·ed by a Con1n1ittce of 
Guardians appointed by th·c parent Society. 
'fhis cotnn1i ttce was responsible to the Society 
for its n1anagctnent. 
After a f e\ v years it s h o \ v e d s i g· n s of fa iIi n g. 
It \vas hard to keep it under control. It how-
ever continued to exist until the fire of I Rg2. 
It \Vas not revived after\vards. 
The Society during those years \vas carrying-
a heavy load of debt, \vhich, thoug·h it did not 
interfere with the \vork of the Society, pre-
vented it from extending its usefulness. In 
18go it hecatne necessary to n1akc son1c effort 
to handle the debt. \~ arious schemes \vere dis-
cussed. At last it \vas decided to ask the assist-
anc~ of the lady friends of the Society to give 
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their co-operation in getting up a Bazaar. 
The ladies gladly came forward and entered 
into the project \vith their customary zeal. 
After months of preparatory labor under the 
most trying conditions, the Bazaar was held in 
St. Patrick's Hall in the months of November 
and December, 18go, and proved a great suc-
cess. By it the Society realized about 16,ooo 
dollars. 
The Society and its members were deeply 
grateful to the ladies for their unselfisl1 efforts 
on their behalf. The officers say in their report 
in 1 8g 1 : ''In pr·evious reports your officers have 
referred in words of high hopes to the outcome 
of the Bazaar in aid of the St. Patrick's Hall 
Schools, which was in contemplation when 
these reports were penned. Sinoe then the 
Bazaar has been held, and by its grand results 
had justified every word of hope and reliance 
writt·en in the reports. After unwearied ,efforts 
on the part of the ladies who had so gener-
ously taken it in charge, and in face of the 
greatest difficulties, discouragements arising 
out of the depr·ession of the times, and from 
the presence of disease in a terribly epidemic 
form carrying dismay into many families of 
this city, it was resolved tfiat the Bazaar should 
be open~ed in November last. In pursuance 
of this resolution, it was opened by his Lord-
ship the Bishop of St. John's, and with admir-
able perseverance and self-sacrifice it v.ras 
carried on by the ladies throu.gh weeks, until 
at last surmounting all difficulties, they broug-ht 
their self-imposed labours to a close, with the 
result to each one- of them that they are able 
to present to the object of their benevol·ence a 
munificent sum. 
''In presence ·of so princely a gift towards 
the object which it h'ad most at heart, words 
fail fhe Society to properly express its appre-
ciation of the kindness which prompted the 
ladies to respond to its call; the noble spirit 
and indomitable en·ergy whicli enabled them to 
pers·evere and in face of all ·difficulti·es to carry 
their enterprise through· to such a really splen-
did result. Your officers fe.el that they do but 
feebly express the sentiments of the Society 
when they say that tlie Society at large, and 
each one of its members, is deeply grateful to 
tl1os~e generous and noble ladies, and prays that 
in every undertaking in life God's blessing may 
attend each for her untiring zeal in the cause 
of Charity and Education.'' 
The ladies, during th'e preparation for and 
progress of the Bazaar, were assisted b.y a 
committee of the Society with Mr. John T. 
0'11ara for its chairman. The work of this 
committee reoeived the unanimous approbation 
of the ladies and of the Society. 'iVhen all its 
duties connected with the Bazaar had been 
completed, a report of its labours was presented 
to the Society. Though with this report, in 
the usual course of events, the comn1ittee should 
have been disbanded, it \vas continu,ed by the 
Society, on the committee's o\vn request, made 
through· the Chairman, Mr. O'Mara, for the 
purpose of providing means to pay off the bal-
ance of the debt on St. Patrick's Hall; for not-
withstanding the great financial success of the 
Bazaar, the Society still remained largely in 
debt. This committee afterwards became one 
of the permanent committees of the Society 
under the name of the Literary and Amusement 
Co·mmittee. This was the beginning of the So-
ciety's club life. It did not take form at once, 
but developed slowly. The immediate inten-
tion of the committee was to carry out a pro-
gramme ·of dramatic entertainm·ents. The 
stage in St. Patrick's Hall was fitted up and 
provided with scenes by the committee. 
During this time the members of the Society 
commenced to frequent St. Patrick's I-Iall more 
regularly for the purpose of social intercourse. 
The id~ea of instituting a Billiard and Reading 
Room in connection with the Society was dis-
cuss·ed. The 'younger =meimbers:, consisting 
largely of the past students from th·e Christian 
Brothers' Schools, wished to provide for them-
selves som·e place where, after their day's 
vlork was finished, they could m•eet to amuse 
and enjoy th'emselves. The basement of Saint 
Patrick's Hall, which, though partly fitted up 
by the Juvenile Society as a gymnasium, \Vas 
not used by th·e Society or its members for any 
definite purpose. It was a splendid place for 
Billiard and Reading Rooms. The matter was 
brought before the Society at its quarterly 
m•eeting in Nov,ember, I8gt, by Mr. Michael J. 
Dooley. A committee was appointed ''to 
report upon the advisability of fitting up the 
basement as ·a Reading and a Billiard Roo·m. '' 
This committee met several tim~es, and decided 
to report favourably upon the project. A 
special meeting of the Society was held on 
December 28th, at which the following report 
was presented : 
''The Committee appointed at the last qu.-:-
terly meeting to see if it were advisable to start 
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a Reading Room and a Billiard Room in con-
nection with the Society met on Sunday after 
last Mass, and then decided, unanimously, that 
it would b·e a great ben.efi t to the Society, as it 
J would be the means of adding a great number 
to the Roll. All they would ask the Society 
was to grant them ,pern1ission to start the said 
Reading and Billiard Roon1 in a part of the 
first storey. "M. J. DooLEY, Chairn1an .. 
} ~.!_~ 
''7 
. 
"T. J. BARRON, Secreta-ry." 
:· ;j;:.:} ·:~ 
·~. ·~ . 
·~ ~ . 
An informal m•eeting was held. It was d·ecided 
to recommend that ·portion of the basement 
which the gymnasium occupied to the Society 
as the most convenient plaoe for the Reading 
and Billiard Room. A report to this effect was 
submitted to and approved of by the Society 
in January, 1892. Negotiations were opened 
for the purchase of a billiard table, and arrange-
ments were made for fitting up and furnishing 
the Billiard and Reading Rooms. The cost of 
-~. 
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The pern1ission was granted, but tl1e Con1- these alterations and improven1ents were borne 
mittee was instructed fo seiect suitable quar- entirely by the committee which promoted the 
ters in the basement, and report such selection project. None ·of th·e funds of the Society 
to the Society within a fortnight. The best could be touched for the purpose. The cost 
part of the basement was that in which the was met by th·e voluntary subscriptions from 
Juvenile Branch had its gymnasium. The use- the members and by th.eatrical and otl1er enter-
fulness of the J uv.enile Branch appears to have tainments given by;· the memb·ers and ttheir 
passed away by this time. However, it was friends. During the winter .of 1892 the work 
not thought desirable to disband it altogeth·er. of fitting up the rooms progress·ed. The Read-
A consultation was arranged between the Com- ing Room was op·ened, and the stage and 
mi ttee and the Directors of the Juvenile Branch. scenery placed in tl1·e Hall, on tl1e top floor of 
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the building. 1"'he stag·e and fittings cost the fact that the new Bishop was a native of 
nearly I,ooo dollars. A larg·e income was de- St. John's- the first native Bishop-redoubled 
rived from theatrical entertainments. The the intensity of the joy and jubilation. 
negotiations for the purchase .of a billiard table Right .Rev. Dr. M. F. Howley was born in 
were completed, and the funds \vere subscribed St. ]ol1n's on 25th of September, 1843. He 
to pay for it. By the spring the plans of the was a student at the Roman Catholic Academy 
committee had so far prospered that it was under Mr. J. V. Nug·ent (a former President 
hoped that before the n·ext winter a fine club of the Society), at the Catholic College for a 
room would be provided for the members, but short time in the "Old Chapel" under the late 
unfortunately St. Patrick's Hall and ~everything Ven. Archdeacon Forristall, and at St. Bona-
in it was destroyed by the disastrous fir·e whicl1 venture's College under Mr. 1'albot. He r·e-
swept the city of St. John's on the 8th of July, mained at St. Bonav·enture's until he went to 
1892, and the plans of the committee were Rome in July, 1863. He studied for the priest-
interrupt·ed for a time. hood at the College de Propaganda Fide, and 
At th·e anniversary m·eeting, 189~, Robert received Holy Orders on June 6th, 1868. 
K·ent, Esq., Q. C., resigned the office of Presi- During his residence in Rome he attracted the 
dent. He was succeeded by John T. O'Mara, notice of the authorities of the Church by his 
Esq. Mr. O'Mara had the unique honour of abilities and wisdom. He was appointed Secre-
being the first and only nativ~e President which tary . to Right Rev. Dr. Eyre, then newly 
the Society has had during its history. He appointed to the Dioces~e ·of Glasgow, in Scot-
was born in St. John's, wh·ere h~e afterwards land. Dr. Howley spent about fifteen n1onths 
conducted a large wholesale and retail drug in Scotland, where he contributed largely 
business. He had always taken a deep interest to\vards removing dissensions which required 
in the affairs of th~e Society. Unfortunately, sagacious and delicate treatment. In 1870 he · 
he did not live long aft,er his election to the accompanied Bishop Eyre to the lEcumenical 
Presidency. After he had b·een in office about Council held in Rome. At Rome he met Dr. 
fifteen months he died rather suddenly, to Power, and was present at his consecration ·as 
the great loss of the Soci·ety, and to the r~egret Bishop of St. John's. He could no longer 
o.f the members and the whole community. resist the desire to return to his own country. 
The Society will ~ever bear Mr. O'Mara's He, accordingly, accompanied Dr. · Power to 
memory in affectionate regard, for had St. John's, as has already been stated in these 
it not been for his foresight and wisdom in pages. 
increasing the insurance on St. Patrick's I-I all He was attached to the Cathedral for a short 
shortly after his ~election to the office, it is prob- time, but during the next three sumn1ers he . 
able that the Society would have taken a much accompanied Right Rev. Monsignor Sears, · 
larger time to recover from the effects of the Prefect Apostolic of St. George's, on his visita-
disastrous fire of 1892. tion to the West Coast of the Colony. From 
On the 24th of June, 1892, tl1e Society took 1876 to 1879 he was Parish Priest of Fortune 
part in th;e popular demonstrations and religious Bay. For the next six years he laboured in 
ceremonies that marked the consecratio·n of St. John's. On the death of l\1onsignor Sears, 
Right Rev. M. F. Howley, D.D., as a Bishop. in 188s, Dr. Howley vvas appointed Pref~ct 
By a decree of the Sacred Congregation dated Apostolic of the \\1 est Co·ast. That imm·ense 
th~e sth of March,co·nfirmed by the Holy Father, territory, the most fertile in the Colony, had 
in consistory, ·On the 13th of March, and by a heretofore been retardedi through th.e operation 
Papal Brief dated April 29th, Right Rev. Dr. of treaty rights granted to the :B~rench. No 
M. F. Howley was appointed Vicar Apostolic wiser choice for the administrative head of the 
of St. Georg,e's and titular Bishop of A1nastrys, Churcl1 in that district could have been made. 
in Asia Minor. With characteristic decision and sagacity he 
Few if any events in the history of the entered into both the temporal and spiritual life 
Church in this country called forth more g·eneral of his Pr1efectur.e. He built churches, estab-
joy and enthusiasm than the elevation of Dr. Iished schools and convents, and procured 
Howley to the dignity of th·e Episcopacy. Be- priests for several districts which had none · 
sides the rejoicings which the consecration of a and everywhere, under his guiding hand, the 
Bishop of the Church would naturally provoke, Church prospered. 
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Dr. Howl·ey \vas the great pioneer of the 
West Coast in temporal as well as spiritual 
matters. H~e availed of every opportunity to 
point out its great natural resources and ad-
vantages. He had regular steam connections 
made between that Coast and St. John's and 
Halifax. During the years which he spent 
th·ere the foundation was laid for the rapid 
d·evelopment, both i~dustrial and commercial, 
which has taken place there in reoent years. 
On any matter affecting treaty rights he was 
the most influential and best informed authority 
in the country. His advice was sought by both 
the Imperial and ~Colonial Governments. 1·he 
rejoicing in St. John's over the promotio.n of 
its gifted and distinguished son arose, how-
ever, not only from the feelings of pride in his 
distinguished career, but the memory of his 
missionary work in the city .made him a close 
friend of every denomination, but in an especial 
manner to the poor. The priests .of the dioces~e, 
in their address of congratulation, thus sum up 
the qualities which distinguish the new Bishop: 
"We long admired, when you were our fellow-
labourer, the varied learning, the earnest zeal, 
the rectitude of purpose, the freedom from 
human respect, the energy, the devotion to the 
service of God and man, which have always 
characterized you. '' 
On the evening of July 8th, 1892, a fire 
broke out in the north-west end of the city of 
St. John's. It \vas a hot summ.er's day, with 
a high west gale blowing. Every plaoe was 
as dry as tinder. The fire rapidly spread, until 
the whole eastern end of th.e city was destroyed. 
Before th·e flames \vere arrested, over 3,ooo 
dv;ellings had been consum~ed, and nearly all 
the public buildings, churches, mercantile stores, 
and shops. It was estimated that over II,ooo 
peo·ple were rendered homeless. Great desti-
tution prevailed for some time until r·elief 
measures were taken. These, ho\vever, were 
pron1pt and effectiv·e. Temporary shelter \vas 
provided for the hous~eless in Bannerman Park 
an~d other open. spaces. Arrangements for the 
regular distribution of food were made. Large 
relief measures wer~e taken by the Government, 
and help can1e gen·erously and abundantly from 
the mother country, from Canada, and the 
United States. 
St. Patrick's Hall, which was situate in the 
track of the fire, was burnt early in the night. 
Nothing was left standing but the four bat-
terea walls. The members were very much 
depressed over the destruction of their magnifi-
cent building, which had been erected only a 
few years before, at such a large cost. It 
cost nearly 35,ooo dollars as it stood at the 
time of the fire. Had it not been for the fore-
sight and good sense of the Pr,esident, Mr. 
John T. O'Mara, who, only a few days before 
the great calamity, had increas~ed the ·amount 
of the insurance on the building, it is doubtful 
if the Society ·would ev,er have retrieved the 
disaster. Th~e destruction of St. Patricl{'s 
Hall is thus described in the Morning Despatch, 
a newspaper issued shortly after the fire : 
''In a spacious plot of ground bounded by 
four wide streets stood, just under the Catholic 
Cathedral, St. Patrick's Hall, perhaps the most 
spacious and imposing public ~hall in the city, 
constructed of freestone and rubble stone covered 
with cement. This building contain·ed a large 
hall, four elegant schoolrooms occupied by the 
Christian Brothers, giving accommodation to 
400 children, a~d a basement just being pre-
pared as a billiard room. It was thought its 
isolated situation would save it, and every pre-
paration had been made .for its safety. A 
length of hos·e had been laid along the roof, and 
th~e Brothers, who worked heroically, directed 
all their efforts to the protection of the western 
front as the fire worked its way up ·Garrison 
Hill. For over o~ne hour th·e unequalled fight 
continued, and at last a small patch of fire 
stuck under the overhanging wooden crevice 
of a roof window, and the water being unable 
to reach it the flames quickly ~effect~ed an en-
trance to the building. The complete d1en1o-
lition was the~1ceforth only a matter of time, 
and within an ho·ur it was a total ruin. " 
Prompt measures were taken for the restora-
tion of the Hall. · The Society having no build-
ing in which to transact its business, the 
Christian Brothers of St. Bonaventure's Col-
lege placed a room in that institution at the dis-
posal of the Society. A meeting was held 
there about the middle of August, -vvhen stock 
was taken of the position of the Society and 
its prospects. The outlook was not as gloomy 
as was anticipated. Owing to the foresight 
of the President, Mr. O'Mara, there \Vas a sum 
of 23,ooo dollars to the credit of the Society 
in the Union Bank, and the main v1alls of 
St. Patrick's Hall were practically intact. It 
w.as decided to commence the work of rebuild-
ing without delay, and to make arrange1nents 
for the continuation of the Society's schools 
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pending the completion of St. Patrick's Hall. the establishment of a club roo·n1 connected 
A Building Committee was appointed, consist- with the Society had been interrupted by the 
ing of twenty-three members and officers of fire, but the project was not abandoned. During 
the Society. The work of restoration was en- the summer of r8gz an excursion to Bay Bulls 
trust~ed to this committee. J. D. Ryan, Esq., was held by the Committee. In April, 1893, a 
was appointed Chairman, and J. L. Slattery, meeting was held in the Seamen's Home, on 
Esq., Secretary. The committee got to work Duckworth Street, to ascertain the standing of 
at once, and made preparations fo·r the \vork of the Co·mmittee and arrange a programme for 
rebuilding. The debris was cleared a\vay, and the summer's amusement of the members and 
the extent of the damage done ascertained. their friends. Excursions went to Harbor 
Arrangements w·ere made for covering in th<: Grace and to Topsail, which were most en-
walls during the winter months, in order to joyable. Mr. R. Clancy was Chairman of the 
preserve them from the effects of the vveather. Committee during this year. The m~eetings 
In February, r8g3, Messrs. Green & Pearson, were heldt in St. Bonaventure's College. i\r-
architects, were called in to assist in designing rangements were mad~e for fitting up the stage, 
plans and specifications. Plans were prepared and an agr~eement was entered into "vith a 
and specifications drawn. Tenders were called scenic artist, a l\1r. Follis, of New Jersey, for 
for in May, and several offers were made, but the equipment of the stage and Hall "vitl1 all 
they were too high to be entertained. Finally, appliances of a theatre, at a cost of nearly I ,ooo 
n·egotiatio·ns were ·Op·ened~ with Mr. S. M. dollars. As soon as the theatre was ready 
Bro·okfield, of Halifax, N. S., who· was in the amateur theatricals, under the direction of Mr .. 
city, and satisfactory arrangements were made T. M. White, were •commenced. Three per-
for the restoration of the Hall for 28,723 formances were put on, but an arrangement 
dollars, and with Messrs. Gear & Co. for 2,760 having been made with a professional co·m-dollars for heating. 
The work of restoration proceeded rapidly pany, nothing further was done during the 
during the summer, and by St. Patrick's Day, year. A billiard table was imported from 
1g94, the Society \vas enabled to take poss~es- Burroughs & Watts, w.as installed in. the rooms, 
sion ,0 f th~e reconstructed Hall. During the and was opened to members in the month of 
interval the Society held its meetings at Saint October, 1 894· 
Bo·nave.nture's ColLege, and at a temporary The ground floor of the Hall was devoted to· 
building on the Parade ground, which was used the club rooms of the Society. In the rebuild-
for the purpose of the schools pending the ing of St. Patrick's Hall the first stor~ey had 
restoration of the class-rooms in St. Patrick's been greatly improved. Commodious rooms 
Hall. The work was done satisfactorily, and W·ere laid out, and furnished in a n1anner suit-
after the summer vacation, 1894, th~e schools able to the social intercourse and amusement 
were once more opened in the rooms of the of th~e memb~ers. The opening of the Billiard 
Society. and Reading Rooms, and a roo·m in which the 
The new building was built nearly on the n1embers might enjoy a gam·e of cards amongst 
lines of the old Hall. Some slight alterations thems·elves, tended t~o draw the members more 
were made in the roof and in th~e plan of the clos~ely togeth·er, and to draw into the ranks of 
top flo·or or theatre. Notwithstanding the dis- the Society a large number of the Catholic 
astrous fire, the Society found itself in a splen- young men of the city. 
did condition. Its Hall wa·s reconstructed, The management of the basem,ent and club 
and its debt was only 12 ,ooo dollars. In the was handed over to the Literary and Amus·e-
autumn of 1894 a Bazaar was held under the ment Committ~ee.. This committee, which was 
auspices of the Society. The ladies who, a few appointed annually by the Soci~ety, had, besides 
years previously, had come forward so gene.r- the care of the club roo·ms, charge of the 
ously, again volunteered to assist the Society. theatrical troupe. From 1894 to the present 
Over 4,ooo dollars was realised, thus reducing tin1e the Society, through the Literary and 
th·e indebtedness of the Society to about 8,ooo Amusement Committee, has had the gratuitous 
dollars. service of members and their lady friends every 
In the meantime, the Literary and Amuse- year in carrying out a programme of amateur 
ment Committee was not idle. Their plans for theatricals. These ~entertainments have proved 
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a most valuable financial assistance to the 
Society, some years netting over I ,200 dollars. 
In May, 1893, John T. O'~Iara, Esq., the 
President of the Society, died sud,denly. He 
was succeeded by M. H. Carty, Esq., the \ ... ic~­
President. Mr. Carty was an Irishtnan. l-Ie 
came to this country when very young·. He 
was a barrister of high standing in his pro-
fession. Mr. Carty entered public life at an 
,~ 
improvements. It was under his auspices that 
the Society and the wh~ole city had obtained the 
invaluable services of the Irish Christian 
Brothers. He ha~d erected many schools, in-
cluding those of Holy Cross, in Riverhead, 
and in the outports and city he had stitnulated 
religion and education by his zeal and watch-
fulness. During Dr. Power's episcopacy the 
cause of religio·n and education advanced 
• 
HoN. MrcHAEL H. CARTY, Q.C., 
One and a hal("years President Benevolent Irish Society. 
early age. He represented the district of 
St. George's, on the West Coast of the Colony. 
He became on~e of the Executive Council of 
the Colony, and died in the year I goo, whilst 
still comparatively y·oung. 
On the 4th of D·ecember, 1893, the Most Rev. 
Dr. Power, Bishop of St. John's, died. His 
death was quite unexpected. The whole city 
\vas grieved by the d~eath of the Bishop. 
During the twenty years he had charge of the 
diocese Dr. Power had brought about many 
·. 
rapidly and solidly. Amongst the many re--
ligious and educational institutions erected were 
St. Patrick's Church, Riverhead; Mount Saint 
Francis Monastery, St. Michael's Convent, 
Belvedere; l{ilbride Church, St. I>atrick's Hall, 
and Holy Cross Schools. He established many 
convents in the outports, namely those at St. 
Lawrence, Hr. Breton, Trepassey and Littledale, 
The Right Rev. Dr. Pow~r was more retiring 
in his manner and habits that was his prede-
cessors. He was essentially a churchman, a 
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scholar, and an orator. He was, as was and Brigus.· He \Vas afterwards transferr·ed to 
written of him at the time of his death: ''A St. Patrick's, Riverhead, where he officiated as 
kind and indulgent friend, a dignified and Parish Priest for a number of years, after \vhich 
learned Bishop, a goo·d and saintly priest, a he was removed by Dr. Power to the Cathedral 
hospitable and polished gentleman. l-Ie en.- Parish. Fath~er Scott was loved and revered 
cleared himself to all. By his priests and nuns by pe·ople of all denominations for the many 
he was loved with a true ::1nd ever increasing noble traits of character which he possessed. 
love. By his children in the Church he \vas Genial, tactful, kindly, his deed and word 
ho·noured with an implicit confiden~ce, and by always ma·de for peace and harmony. He was 
his friends outside the Church he was greatly thoroughly familiar \vith the people, with the1r 
respected and esteemed." needs and circumstances. , He entered into 
The funeral took place on Thursday, the 7th. their lives in an intimate and personal way, 
It was one of the most solemn and impressive which made him the friend of all, but in an 
scenes ever witnessed in the city. It was at..- especial manner of the poor. 
tended by all the Catholic Societies and Institu- Father Scott had been a member of the Be-
tions, the place of honour being given to· the ne.volent Irish Society since his arrival in the 
Benevolent Irish Society by right of seniority and country. H~t activ·ely participated in its affairs. 
of' the ,relation[',which ·the B.ishop held ta th'at Body often interf·ering by his ripe' judgment and tact-
as its Patro·n. He was buried under the High ful manner to allay angry disputes and bitter 
Altar in the Cathedral, side by side with his feeling. For years he attended the annual 
predecessors. meeting, conducted the election of officers, and 
Dr. Po·wer took a great and active interest in the closing of the year's bu!'iness. 
the Benevolent Irish Society. For some years The restoration of St. Patrick's Hall vvas 
after his arrival he attended its meeting-s fre- completed during the summer of 1894. Tl1e 
que.ntly, and actively promoted its und·ertak- basement had been taken possession of during 
ings. His death was a great loss to the So- .the previo·us winter, but the formal opening of 
ciety. the Scho~ols and Hall was delayed until the 
A desire was expressed th.at some perman~ent entire building was complete. On August 
memorial of the deceased' Bishop should be placed 27th, the schools were opened. The officers 
in St. Patrick's Hall. A committee was appoin- and a number of the members attend~d tl1e 
ted to select the best and most fitting way to ceremony. The Christian Brothers with their 
carry ~out this desire. This comn1ittee recom- b·o,ys, n.umbering 400, marched to the grounds, 
mended that a life-size oil portrait of the Bishop and drew up in . front of the building. The 
hung in the Hall would best suit the purpose Superior, Rev. Brother K.ennedy, ·addressed the 
of a memorial. The ~executio·n of the work was boys at some len.gth. He t1eferred with' grati-
placed in the h·ands of Henry Bradsha\v, Esq. tude to the St. Vincent de Paul Society, which 
Mr. Bradshaw undertook the work, and in a durin,g the two years that the schools were in 
few months completed· a portrait \vhich is a ruins, had given the1 free use of their building 
veritable work of art. It was h·u.ng- in tl1e main on Parade Ground'. The Vice-President, Mr. 
hall of St. Patrick's Hall, where it still is, and T. J. Gre~ne, thanked Rev. Brother Kennedy 
will remain as a lasting testimony of the love fo·r his remarks on the Society, and wielcon1ed 
and esteem in which the Bish.op was held by the Br.others and boys back to th'eir old home 
the Society, as well as of th~e skill and artistic to continue their labours for the intellecttlal and 
talent of Mr. Bradshaw. religious training of the yo·uth of the city. The 
On the death of Dr. Power the ch.arge of the offioers then inspected the schools, and the Vice--
Diocese of St. John's was entrusted to th~e Very President declared them formally opened. The 
Rev. John Scott. Fath:er Scott was a native Hall was opened on September 26th by a Ball, 
of Limerick, Ireland. He was born in that which was one of the most brilliant and sue-
city on Jun~e 24th, 1840. He received his . first cessful social events ~ever h~eld in tbe city. 
education at the Diocesan College in Limerick, Since the fire of 1892, the Society has had two 
and came to Newfoundland in 1858 with th~e fields of activity, the one being- the schools, 
late Dr. Mullock. He was ordained priest by which absorbed all the charitabl~e work of the 
the same prelate in Aug-ust, 1863. He spent Society; the oth·er being the social life of the 
some years after his o·rdination at Witless Bay members th.ems~elves, as carried on under the 
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management of the Literary and Amusement 
Committee. Of course, the schools \VCre , and 
are, the primary o·bject o.f the Society. It is 
through the work being do·ne in the scl1ools of 
the Ch'ristian Brothers that the Benevolent 
Irish Society of Igo6 maintains an unbrok:en 
continuity with the Society of I8o6. Every 
other work is subservient to the usefulness and 
prosperity of th·e schools. It was with a vievv 
to releasing the schools from debt that the 
committee was originally formed. All surplus 
moneys, after paying the running expenses of 
the Amusements Rooms, are handed over to 
the Treasurer of the Society for the purpose of 
the schools. From this source the Society de-
rives a revenue which averages between I ,ooo 
a:nd I ,200 dollars every year. 
\Vhen the rooms were taken possession o.f by 
the Literary and Amusements Committee they 
were unfurnished and without decoration of 
any kind. Since then, the Committee has been 
furnishing the different rooms under its care-
the billiard room, reading room, and card 
room. It has been found necessary to do this 
work slowly, each year contributing in propor-
tion to its revenues. Care was taken that the 
outlay on these improvements should not pre-
vent the committ~ee from devoting the greater 
part of its revenue to the fun·ds of the Soci,ety. 
Each year only such works were undertaken as 
would leave an adequate margin to meet the 
expectations of the Bo·dy. Its source of revenue 
were the charges made for the use of fhe billiard 
and card tables, and the proceeds of dramatic and 
other entertainments got up and conducted by 
the members of the Society and its friends. 
In this way the rooms have b~een furnished and 
equipped in a most comfortable and elegant 
manner. There are now in the rooms of the 
Society th'ree first-class billiard tables, spacious 
and well-furnish·ed card and reading roo·ms, 
and a library which, th.ough only recently 
s·tarted, contains a fine and varied selectio.n of 
good books. The reading room is supplied 
with. pap•ers and magazines from Europe and 
America. Most of the Catholic papers pub-
lished on both sid~es of the Atlantic are to be 
found on its tables. The attendance in the 
ro·oms is large, ana the great~est order and good 
feeling prevails amongst the members. It is 
regarded as the finest clufi-room in tbe city. 
Since the resumption of school in St. Patrick's 
Hall aft,er the fire, the same success which at-
tended the work of the Christian Brothers in 
the old rooms has continued. Shortly after 
th·e fire, the Council of Higher Education was 
started in St. John's, vvhich had for its object 
the pro·n1otion of Higher Education and the 
stimulating of the schools and scholars by means 
of annual examinations, at \vhich the schools of 
the entire Colony competed. For some years 
the boys from St. l)atrick's Hall entered for 
those competitions. Their success was very 
g·reat, the number of prizes and distinctio.ns 
taken by the boys exceeding that gained by any 
other school in the Colony. It was found, 
h·owever, after a few years, that the syllabus of 
the Council did not suit the needs of the bovs 
.I 
attending those schools. Consequently, tl1ey 
discontinued sending in candidates, and the 
schools withdrew from the examination. 
The closest relationship and the utmost har-
mony and co-operation have been n1aintained 
between the Christia:n Brothers and the officers 
and members ,of the Society. In Igoo, Rev. 
Brother Kennedy retired, owing to ill-health, 
from the office of Superior of the Order. He 
was succeeded by Rev. Bro.ther J. E. Ryan, 
who for ,?everal years b·efore had bee11 Mr. 
Kennedy's ~ef assistant in the schools of the 
Society. Mr. Ryan, though a younger man 
than any. who had previously filled the office of 
Superior, is a man of great ability and a teacher 
of rare excellence and success. He had charge 
of the senior classes which entered candidates 
for the •examinations of the Council of Higher 
Education during the years in which the schools 
competed in those examinations, and it \vas to 
his skill and care that the schools were princi-
pally indebted for their signal triumphs in that 
direction. Mr. Ryan is an indefatigabl~e worker 
in every cause in which he takes part. As a 
member of the Society he is always activ~e and 
ready to take part in every plan for its im-
pro·vement. His practical grasp of a situation, 
and his ready discernment, gives his advice to 
the Soci~ety and its members the greatest weight. 
His pupils, both past and present, hold him in 
the greatest respect and esteem. It is h·oped 
that he will long be spared to the schools, to 
the Society, and to the whole cou.ntry, to fill the 
high and responsible office which he now fills. 
At the annual meeting, I8gs, Hon. James D. 
Ryan was elected President ·of the S·ociety in 
succession to Hon. M. H. Carty. Mr. Ryan 
h.as been an active and prominent member of 
the Society for over twenty years. He was 
born in Co. Tipperary., Ireland, and came to 
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this country \vhen quite a boy, spending· son1c 
years in Harbor Grace in the mercantile firtn of 
\\rilliam Donnelly. Later he came to Saint 
John's, \vhere he opened a grocery business on 
Water Street. Mr. Ryan, by his business ability 
and ripe judgment, by his honesty and industry, 
has rapidly made his business one of tl1e tnost 
extensive and most reputable in the Colony. 
He entered public life in Igoo. He \vas elected 
to the Assembly for the district of Ferryland, 
~., ,, 
~ 
• ~I 
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that roll of great men none has earned the 
gratitude of the Society, of its members, and of 
its schools, more thoroughly than has the Hon. 
Mr. Ryan. His ripe judgn1ent, his foresight, 
and financial abilities, which had, in a few years, 
made him one of the foremost business n1en 
of the city, \vere fully and unostentatiously 
placed at the service of the Society. Even 
before he \vas elected President he had worked 
hard for the Society. As Secretary of the 
t~~~ ,, 
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Superior Christian Brothers' Schools. 
and had the unique honor of being chosen one 
of the Executive Council of the Colony im-
mediately after his election-a position which 
most people only attain to after years of political 
experience. After four years in the Assembly, 
he \vas promoted to the more dignified atmos-
phere of the Legislative Council, ·or Upper 
Chamber. 
Hon. Mr. Rya.n has been re-elected to the 
office of President every year since 1895 by the 
unanimous voice of the Society. But amongst 
St. Patrick's Hall Building Committee, in 1876, 
and as Chairman of the Rebuilding Committee, 
in I 892, he 4ad rendered invaluable service. 
\\Then he \Vas promoted to the office of President 
there w1.s a need of a firm hand and able finan-
cier at the head of the Soci·ety. The Body was 
labouring under a heavy debt, which had been 
incurred in the orig-inal construction and subse-
quent rebuilding of St. Patrick's Hall. This 
debt was due to the Union Bank of Newfound-
land. The Bank had failed and become insol-
CENTENARY BENEVOLE1VT IRISH SOCIETY OF ST. JOHN'S, N.F. 
vent during the financial calamity which had 
fallen on the city in the previous December. 
It \vas imperative that the Society's debt should 
be handled at once and the amount paid to the 
liquidators. Mr. Ry.an nogotiatcd with the 
Royal Bank of Canada to take over the loan 
on notes secured by himself and by some other 
members of the Society. By this arrangement 
the Society \Vas relieved frotn its temporary 
embarrassment. 
In Decemher, 1894, it \Vas rumoured that 
Right Rev. M. F. Howley, so lately conse-
crated in the Cathedral, was to be remo,·ed 
from the Vicariate of St. George's and elevated 
to the Bishopric of St. John's, in succession to 
Right Rev. Dr. Po,ver. The ne\vs soon re-
ceived official confirmation. By a decree of 
the Sacred Congregation made on the 2oth of 
December, and confirmed by the Holy Fatl1er 
next day, and by Papal Brief issued in January, 
Dr. Howley was made Bishop of St. John's, 
his native city. 
No event in the history of th·e Church in N e\v-
foundland was hailed with more universal joy 
and approval than Dr. Howley's appointment 
to the See of St. John's. His arrival was· 
looked forward to \vith great expectation. The 
whole city was eager to give him an enthusi-
astic reception, notwithstanding that the awful 
gloom and depression which the then recent 
financial and comtnercial crash that follo\ved 
the failure of the Commercial and Union Banks 
had spread over the city. His Lordship inti-
mated that, under the circumstances, he did 
not wish to have any public demonstration of 
welcome. He arrived about four o'clock in the 
morning of February 22nd, 18gs, and owing· to 
a semi-official announcement that he would not 
land before eight o'clock, managed to avoid 
public display. But the people would not be 
restrained. Th.ey were det·ermined to express 
the feelings of joy and enthusiasm which they 
felt. The demonstration was postponed until 
after the ceremony of installation, which took 
place in the Cathedral at ten o'clock on the 
same day. The Benevolent Irish Society vvas 
present with the other C8.tholic societies and 
• • • tnstt tu ttons. 
Aft·er the Sacred Ceremonies were finished, 
addresses of welcome and congratulation were 
presented from the Priests, Brothers, People, 
and the Societies. All bore testimony to the 
love and esteem \vith \vhich the ne\v Bishop 
was regarded, and the confidence that was re-
posed in him as a Bishop and a man of wisdon1 
and judgment, who would materially help in the 
restoration of the trade and finances of the 
Colony which had so recently been shattered 
by the failure of the Banks. His Lordship re-
plied in a tot1ching and sympathetic manner. 
In the night the people gave full display to 
their feelings of love and gladness. Repre-
sentativ·es of the Catholic societies met to 
organize a popular demonstration. Hon. 11r. 
Ryan, President of the Benevolent Irish So-
ciety, vvas Chairman of the Joint Committee. 
The societies and people met in the Cathedral 
yard at seven o'clock, \vith bands and torches, 
formed in processional order, and accompanied 
by his Lordship and clergy in carriages, 
paraded the town. It was one of the grandest 
sights ever seen in the city. The public halls 
and private houses were illuminated, the whole 
city was lighted up by fireworks, tar-barrels 
and torches. Th'e procession \vas not finished 
until near eleven o'clock, \vhen the people re-
turned to their homes. The utmost order and 
decorum prevailed during the entire time. 
In March, 18g6, Rev. Broth·er Slattery \vas 
recalled by the Superior-General of the Order 
to Ireland. The regret throughout the city, 
and particularly in the Society, was very gr·eat. 
Mr. Slattery had done great work for education 
in the Colony. Some years previously he had 
been removed from the schools at St. Patrick's 
Hall, and giv,en charge of St. Bonaventure's 
College. A special meeting of the Society was 
called to give expression to its regret at his 
departure, and the follo,ving resolution were 
adopted by the Society : 
''\i\Thereas this Benevolent Irish Society l1as 
always taken a deep and substantial interest in 
the education of the youth of the Colony, 
''And whereas th~e members of this Society 
have been made acquainted within the past few 
days of a call having been telegraphed to the 
Rev. Brother Slattery, Principal of St. Bona-
venture 's College, our first Catholic teaching 
Institution in the Colony, from his Superior to 
proceed forthwith to Ireland, 
''And whereas we have now in mind the em-
barrassing condition of the finances of the Col-
lege, and the insufficiency of its teaching staff 
and requisites at the time that Mr. Slatt,ery 
\ 
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took charge, and further having in mind the 
n1arvellous change that has taken place in that 
Institution within the few years of his manage-
ment, 
''And wher·eas the College is now in a first-
class condition as a teaching Institution, having 
-r· 
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and indefatig·able energy cf the worthy Principal. 
"Be it resolv·ed, that this Society places on 
record its best acknowledgment and deep sense 
of gratitude to Rev. Brother Slattery for his 
devoted labours. 
"And, further, that this Society records its 
·, 
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. c.~1},~ E ~President Benevolent Irish Society, now in his t\velfth year of office. 
also large and vastly improved playgrounds for 
games and athletic sports for the physical de-
velopment of its youth, 
.. ' 'And whereas we feel and know that this 
great improvem•ent, made with very little ex-
pense, is almost wholly due to the wonderful zeal 
deep regret of the anticipated loss of the ser-
vices of one who is almost indispensable to 
this community in the present state .of its Edu-
cational Institutions. 
"And, further, that this Society doth now 
humbly pray to the Superior of the Order of the 
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Christian Brothers (vvithout in any way desiring which was instituted in that year by his Lord-
to int·erfere vvitl1 the discipline, regulations, or ship Bishop Howley, under the management of 
the government of such Order) to reconsider tl1e Christian Brothers. The ceremony was 
his order removing from Newfoundland Mr. conduct·ed by Right Rev. Dr. Howley, sup-
Slattery, \vhose withdrawal from here would ported by Right Rev. Dr. McDonald, Bishop of 
be a most deplorable loss to the b·est interests Harbor Grace, and the Right Rev. Neil MeN eil, 
of education in the Colony. Vicar Apostolic of St. George's. The Benevo-
''J. D. RYAi\, PresiderLt. lent Irish Society had a special interest in this 
''P. J. DoYLE, Secretary.'' n·ew Institution. It was a work of charity and 
These resolutions were forward·ed to Dublin education conducted by the Christian Brothers . . 
through Very Rev. Father Scott, Administrator It was, in fact, a development of the principles 
of the Diocese. No immediate results followed, which the Society had inaugurated nearly a cen-
but there is little doubt that these resolutions tury before. 
contributed largely to the return of Mr. Slattery The financial condition of th·e Society was im-
a few years later when Mount Cashel Orpl1an- proving every year. In the annual report of the 
age was instituted by His Lordship Bishop officers for the year ending February 17th, 1899, 
Howley. it is referred to as follows : 
In 1896 a great Convention of the Irisl1 Race ''The statem·ent of th~e finance shows that the 
at Home and Abroad was h·eld in Dublin, for total indebtedness is so small compared with its 
the purpose of discussion of national . and assets and membership as to render it well 
political questions relating to Ireland. A public within our grasp. The debt on the Hall has 
meeting was held in St. Patrick's Hall for the been a matter of serious concern to the officers 
purpos·e of selecting delegates to attend the during the year. The Union Bank, the principal 
Convention on behalf of Newfoundland. Most creditor of the Society, being in liquidation, 
enthusiastic and patriotic speeches \vere de- renders the immediate handling of their in-
liv·ered, and the Rev. Father Clancy and l-Ion. debtedness an imperative necessity in view of 
J. D. Ryan, President of the Benevolent Irish the urgent demands of the liquidators for a 
Society, were chosen delegates. Shortly after settlement. Having frequently during the year 
the m·eeting the delegates left for Dublin, and had occasion to consider the \vays and means of 
attended the Convention. its liquidation, as the result of their deliberation 
For the next few y·ears the Society enjoyed a they would, with due resp·ect, recommend to the 
period of great prosperity. Its membership Society the advisability of taking up the in-
increased, attracted by its comfortable club- debtedness within the ranks of the members by 
rooms. Its schools were conducted with gr·eat means of debentur·es, at four per centum per 
success, the brothers sending out year after annum, payable yearly. The principal to be 
year hundreds of young lads· to take res pons- repaid within five or seven years, or earlier at 
. ' ible positions in mercantile and public offices- the optton of the Society. 
to engage in trade or industries. The Indus- ~'In order to s•cure the parties their advanc-
trial Department, which was devoted to net- ing money, the principal and interest should be 
making, gave•employment to~ many needy people. mad·e a first charge on the revenues of the So-
Th~e Society took part in all the Catholic and ciety. '' 
public events. In 1897 it participated in the In March a special meeting was held to con-
celebrations that marked the Diamond Jubilee sider this section of the• officers' report, and a 
of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, and united special committee was appointed to consider and 
with the St. George's and St. Andrew's Socie- formulate a scheme for the liquidation of the 
ties, as th'e thr·ee national institutions, in a joint debt of the Society. It was decided to raise a 
address to Her Majesty, which was sent to loan of s,soo dollars, which amount represented 
England through His Excellency the Governor. the total indebtedness. At a subsequ~ent meet-
It also participated in the Quarter Centenary ing reported on the lines indicated in the officers' 
Celebrations of th·e discovery of Newfoundland report, but recommending five per cent. instead 
by John Cabot in the year 1497. of four, the loan was rapidly subscribed. In 
The Society attended, with the other Catholic fact, there was a rush for the investment, and 
Societies, on August 25, 1898, at the formal a much larg-er amount might have been raised 
op·ening of Mount Cashel School of Industry, did the Society need it. 
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The effect of this policy was to relieve the 
Society from all immediate embarrassment in 
money matters. The indebtedn·ess of the So-
ciety was consolidated and, as it were, funded. 
It was anticipated that no difficulty \vould be 
experienced in paying off the amount of the loan 
on the terms on which it was issued. The loan 
was issued in the form of debentures, and was 
subscribed exclusively by members of the So-
ciety. "' 
In August, 1899, Rev. Brother Fleming was 
In 1902 the first discussion took place as to 
th·e most appropriate manner of celebrating the 
approaching centennial of the Society. But as 
his Lordship Bishop Howley, \vho took a deep 
interest in the affair, was absent from the Colony 
at the time, the matter was allowed to remain 
over till his return. On his arrival the President 
Hon. J. D. Ryan, and Vice-President, Mr. J. M. 
Kent, had a special interview with him, during 
which the whole subject was discussed. His 
Lordship entered into the matter with enthus-
REV. BROTHER LAVELLE. 
recalled to Ireland, owing to his failing h~ealth. 
The announcement was received with great 
regret. Mr. Fleming had laboured for over 
twenty years in th~e schools of the Society. He 
had been a valuable counsellor to the Society as 
a Body, as well as to its individual members. 
His friendly interest in all, his sage advice, his 
business tact and knowledge, and his shrewd 
insight, made him invaluable to the Society and 
its members. His departure was, therefore, an 
almost irretrievable loss. 
iasm, and said he would put his ideas in writing 
for pres~entation to the Society. This his Lord-
ship had done in the following letter : 
"The Palace, St. John's, Nfld., 
"2oth February, 1903. 
VERY DEAR MR. RYAi\T, 
"With reference to the subject of our recent 
conversation, in which you asked for some sug-
gestion to lay before the Benevolent Irish So-
ciety, namely, the most fitting and appropriate 
way to celebrate the cent~enary anniversary of 
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the foundation of the Society which is now 
fast approaching, I think that, without preju-
dice to any ephemeral festivities, such as a 
dinner, ball, excursion, concert, illuminations, 
etc., etc., we should do something of a more 
permanent and lasting character- sometl1ing 
~ ·~ 
-~~ ··~·+· ~~ 
·~? ~ \,. ~ 
junior room yesterday, and found 130 boys in 
a room which was calculated to accommodate 
eighty. 
"Again, if we hope to keep abreast of the 
march of the educational phalanx, we must 
have a hall for manual training. This is the 
: 
~ : . . . . .... . . ~ 
. 
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that would show to those who come after us 
that we have known how to worthily uphold the 
traditions of the Society. 
"I think that nothing would be more appro-
priate than the erection of a new wing or annex 
to St. Patrick's Hall. For some time past the 
Christian Brothers have been crying out for 
more room for th,eir schools. I was in the 
trend, and a most favourabl~e one, of modern 
education. Finally, the young men requir~e a 
gymnasium for the development of physical 
culture. 
''All these desiderata can be easily contained 
in one building, which would not exceed, I dare-
say, Io,ooo dollars in cash. I think we could 
easily raise that amount within the next three 
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years. I would propose that the new wing be 
called 'The 0 'Donel Memorial Hall,_' in honor 
of our noble and holy founder, the great Bishop 
O'Donel, the apostle of education, relig~ion, and 
civil policy in Newfoundland. 
"The building might be commenced at once. 
If ready before 1906, so much the better. On 
the centennial day it could be solemnly opened 
and dedicated by the unveiling of statue, paint-
ing, memorial tablet, or other appropriate rnonu-
ment to the great and distinguished prelate. 
"As to, the festivities by which the day would 
be celebrated, I would sug~gest that an invitation 
be exten·ded to some c'elebrated orator or patriot, 
say fro·m Canada, the United States, or Ireland, 
who would give an oration or lecture on the 
occasio·n. This, I thin,k, would stir tlp all 
enthusiastic sentiments, and should make the 
day worthy of a commemoration which .occurs 
o·nly onc'e in a h~undred years. I have the honor 
to be, Mr. President, yours sincerely, 
+ M. F. HowLE~", 
"Bishop of St. John's, N ewfotlndland. 
''l-Ion. J. Ryan, 11. H. A., 
''President B. I. S." 
As a result of this communication, a committee 
of fift,een was appointed with the officers to con-
sider the most appropriate manner of celebrating 
the centennial of the Society. This committee, 
after a careful consideration, recommended an 
elaborate programme for the occasio·n, including 
( 1) the 'erection of a wing or annexe to eastern end 
of St. Patrick's Hall, to be known as the O'Donel 
Memorial Hall; ( 2) two days' celebration ; (3) 
the publication of a Literary Memorial Volume, 
with a history of the Society. 
The report was receiv-.ed by the Society on 
August 23rd, 1903, but owing to 1ts importance 
the consideration was allowed to stand over to 
a future tim~e, when a special meeting would be 
call·ed to discuss it. The consideration of the 
repo·rt did not come on until the 4th of March, 
1904, when a special n1eeting was summoned 
for the purpose. His Lordship Bishop Howley 
was present at the meeting. The Vice-Presi-
dent, Mr. J as. M. Kent, as chairman of the 
committee, read and explained the report. 
He reviewea the history of the Society, and 
showed the appropriateness of the recommenda-
tions of the committee. His Lordship the 
Bishop, in a happy and interesting speech, sup-
porte.d the report. He dealt with the objects 
and traditions of the Society, the need for ex-
tending school accommodation, and the fitness 
of erecting a pern1anent memorial of the occa ... 
sion. The discussion was protracted and in-
t eresting. It extended to· the late hours of 
the nig~ht, when the whole subject was adjourned 
for a week. When the Society met again, the 
subject was resumed. The cost of the proposed 
new hall was ··debated, as well as the present 
condition of the finances of the S·ociety. Finally, 
the report of the committee was ado·pted. 
The undertaking was a heavy one. A mo-
tion was· made that a subscription list be opened 
before the meeting closed. The subscriptions 
were voluntary donations from the members 
towards the erecting of the 0 'Donel Memorial 
Hall. In a very short spaoe of time, before the 
meeting closed, a sum of over 5,400 dollars 
was subscribed, to which His Lordship Bishop 
Ho~wley, the Christian Brothers, and the Presi-
dent, Hon. J. D. Ryan, contributed I,ooo 
dollars each. The greatest enthusiasm pre-
vailed among the members, each vying with 
the other to contribute such amou11t as l1is 
means would permit. For some months after 
subscriptions cam'e p~ouring into the treasurer, 
until the amount of voluntary donations amoun-
ted to g,62o dollars. 
The adoption of the report of the CentenniaJ 
Committee necessitated the appointment of tvvo 
committees, one to carry out th·e erection of the 
proposed O'Do·nel lYiemorial Hall, the other to 
attend to the celebration of the Centennial. 
The Building Committee for the new Hall con-
sisted of the officers of the Society, with the 
Christian Brothers and nine members of the 
Society, to be selected by the officers. The 
Centennial Committee consisted of the officers, 
the committee which had already formulated the 
plans for the Centennial, and thirty others 
named by the Society. These committees were 
appointed at meetings of the Society held o·n 
March 22nd and 28th respectively. 
The committees got to work at once. Hon. 
J. D. Ryan was elected Chairman of the Build-
ing Committee, with Mr. M. J. O'Mara as \ ' ice-
Chairman, Mr. M. J. Dooley as Treasurer, and 
Mr. \i\T. J. Higgins as Secretary. The officers 
of the Centennial Committee were Mr. J as. M. 
Kent, K. C., Chairman; Mr. J. L. Slattery, Vice-
Chairman; Mr. J. C. Pippy, Treasurer; and Mr. 
W. J. MacEvoy, Secretary. The Building Com-
mittee discussed various plans a.nd materials for 
the proposed new Hall. Mr. Jonas Barter was en-
gaged as architect. He drew plans which he sub-
mitted to the Committee. Three different views of 
material were discussed, and tenders called for 
on each. The tenders varied from 2 I ,ooo to 
14,soo dollars. The Co.mmjttee reported these 
facts to the Society, .which decided that tl1e Hall 
be built of Don Valley pres~sed brick. The con-
tract for the \vork was a\varded to 1\Iessrs. 
l\1. & E. Kennedy, and for· the plumbing to 
l\Iessrs l\1oore & Co. 
• 
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in appointing one of her own sons, Right Rev. 
M. I~. Howley, as the first Archbishop, created 
great rejoicing. All classes and creeds hastened 
to congratulate the ne\v Archbishop. Public 
meetings \Vere held, addresses and valpable 
presentations \vere n1ade to His Grace. None 
received the intelligence with more joy and grati-
tude than the Benevolent Irish Society. The 
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In the month of May, 1904, word was re- follovving resolutions were adopted by accla-
ceived that the Diocese of N e\vfoundland had mation, and sent to His Grace: '''i\Thereas, His 
been raised to the dignity of an ecclesiastical Holiness Pius tl1e Tenth, ever observant of the 
province, and St. John's to the dignity of an welfare of our Holy Mother the Church, has in 
Archiepiscopal See, as :rvietropolitan See of the his wisdom seen proper to elevate Newfound-
newly-created province, and that His Lordship land to the dignity of an ecclesiastical province, 
Bishop Howley had been appointed first Arch- \Vith ·St. John's as its Metropolitan See, 
bishop of St. John's. The news was received with ''And whereas His Holiness recognising the 
unbounded enthusiasm by the \vhole popula- many virtues and great services of His Grace 
tion. The double honour done the Colony by Archbishop Ho,vley, has appointed hin1 to be 
elevating it to art ecclesiastical province, and the first Archbishop of St. John's, 
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''And whereas the Benevolent Irish Society of June, 1905, in the presence of an immense 
feel ' especially gratified by the elevation of His congregation, including the officers of th·e Be-
Grace, the Patron of our Society, to this new nevolent Irish Society, for whom a special seat 
honour and dignity, was reserved inside the sanctuary. 
"Be it resolved that we, the Benevolent Irish The work of the O'Don~el Memorial Hall 
Society, availing of this the first possible oppor- progressed rapidly. On the opening of the 
tunity, extend to His Grace our sinoere and warm spring of 1905 the contractors got to· work. 
congratulations on his elevation to the dignity The 13th of August \vas fixed for the ceremony 
of Archbishop of St. John's, and convey to him of laying the corner stone. This function was 
our heartfelt wish that he may, under Divine perform~ed by His Grace Archbishop Hovvley. In 
providenoe, be long spared to rule the Arch- the afternoon of that day a large assemblage, 
diocese, and complete and extend the many use- including the Deputy-Governor, Sir \Villiam 
ful works which he has already commenced." Horwood, priests and Christian Broth·ers, 
To these resolutions His Grace replied as gathered on the grounds of St. Patrick's Hall. 
follows : His Grace was escorted to the place by the 
''The Palace, St. · John's, Nfld., President and Vice-President of th~e Society. 
"September 12th, 1904. The President, on behalf of the Society, re-
"Mr. W. J. Higgins, Secretary, B.I.S. quested the Archbishop to lay the corner stone, 
''Dear Sir-I have received with a sense of. which he did. Afterwards His Grace addressed 
great satisfaction the letter of 27th ulto., con- the gathering, in which he paid a handsome 
taining the information that the Benevolent compliment to the Society, and laying particular 
Irish Society fiad passed a resolution of con- emphasis on the debt of gratitude wl1ich the 
gratulation to me on the occasion of the eleva- whole community owed to it for its excellent 
tion of the Diocese or St. John's to the dignity work in the cause of charity and education. 
of an Archiepiscopate as Metropolitan See of the Representatives of the Catholic societies of th·e 
newly-created ecclesiastical province of New- . city were present. The corner stone contained 
foundland, and my own appointment as first the following documents and articles : 
Archbishop of this See, together with a copy r. A roll containing the names of the officers 
of the said resolution. 
and members of the Society and of the Building 
"Although this action on the part of the So- Committee, Architect, and Contractors. 
ciety is only what was to be expected from its 
past history, its constitution and the spirit that 2 • A book of the rules of the Society. 
has ever actuated it as our premier Catholic 3· Copies of local newspapers. 
Society-that spirit of attachment and fidelity 4· Cameo of His Holiness Pope Pius ,_fenth, 
to the Holy See and filial resp·ect and venera- medals, &c. . 
tion for the Prelates of our Cl1urch-yet never- 5· Year Book of Newfoundland for 1905. 
theless it came to me as an agreeable and most 6. Newfoundland Cones. 
welcome tribute of praise, regard, and affection. 7· Stones from the ruins of Kincora and 
''I would ask you to please present this note Clor1macnoise. 
at next meeting, as an expr·ession of my sincere 8. Parchment roll with the following in scrip-
and deep gratitude to th'·e Society for this timely tion (having the motto of the Society), ''He who 
token ~of their good wishes and kindly sym- gives to the poor lends to the Lord," engraved 
pathy. in the Gaelic language and characters: "This 
''I hope, on the occasion of the installation of corner stone of the 0 'Donel Memorial Hall, 
the Pallium, to address the Society, in common commemorative of the Centenary of the Institu-
with .otlr whole· Catholic population, more com- tion of the Benevolent Irish Society, also a 
pletely and minutely upon the nature and effects pledge of the fulfilment of the object and end 
of the new dignity conferred upon our Church of the Society-the helping of the poor and the 
and our country by our venerated Holy Father, education of the youth, now being prosperously 
Pope Pius Terith. I am sincerely yours in carried on under the care of the Irish Christian 
Christ, . Brothers, was truly and firmly laid the thirt~eenth 
+ M. F. HovvLEY. '' day of August, 1905, by the Most Rev. M. F. 
The ceremony of the installation of the Howley, first Archbishop and seventh successor 
Pallium took place in the Cathedral on the 23rd of the most noble man, James Louis O'Donel, 
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the first Bisl1op of the See of St. John's, Ne\v- rooms \vill be furnished and equipped, the So-
foundland, and founder of the above-nan1ed ciety \viii possess a suite of rooms far ahead of 
Society; the Throne of Great Britain being4 anything of the kind in the city at the present 
occupied, in the fifth year of his reign, by time. The second storey contains two large 
Ed,~.rard VII., King and Emperor; the Govern- and \veil-ventilated class-rooms, each capable of 
rnent of Newfoundland happily administered to con·taining nearly one hundred boys. They are 
by the illustrious Sir Wm. McGregor, M.D., in the same style and fitted in the same manner 
K.C.M.G., C.B.; the President of tl1e Society as those in St. Patrick's Hall. The top storey 
being the Han. J. D. Ryan, Senator, by country contains a large room, which will be used for 
an Irishman, in heart a Newfoundlander, who the purpose of technical education, besides 
by his generosity, very much helped to bring this some smaller rooms, \vhich \Yill be used as 
· glorious \vork to a happy conclusion. Praise dressing rooms in connection \vith the tl1eatre 
be to God for ever.'' of the Main Hall. These roon1s are connected 
After the corner stone had been laid \vorl{ on by a hall\vay \vith St. Patrick's Hall, thus per-
the building was pressed on rapidly by the con- mitting a person to enter the western entrance 
tractors, Messrs. M. & E. Kennedy, especially of the Hall, and go through the building with· 
on that portion intended for school purposes, out interruption. 
in order that new class-rooms might be opened On the 17th of February, the one hundredth 
anniversary of the foundation of the Society 
as speedily as possible to the numerous appli- was held. Owing, howev,er, to the day being 
cants for admission to the Brothers' Schools. Saturday, no bnsiness \vas done. On assem-Th~ building had advanced sufficiently by the bling, the President delivered an address to the 
26th of March, 1go61 to enable the Christian members, congratulating the Society on reach-
Brothers to open their schools. On that day ing its centenary. The meeting then adjourned 
the new class-rooms \\Tere taken possession of. to l\1onday, the 1gth, \vhen the ordinary routine 
They \vere declared formally open by His Grace \Vork of an anniversary meeting was done. 
Archbishop Ho\vley. In the morning, the After the adjournment of the meeting on 
Brothers' boys from St. Patrick's Hall and Saturday, the 17th, a very interesting and touch-
Holy Cross Schools, to the number of about goo, ing scene took place. It was announced that 
assembled in the main room of St. Patrick's representatives of various Societies and Institu-
Hall. E\rery seat in the large theatre was filled, tions in the city were desirous, on behalf of their 
presenting to the spectator a sea of bright respective organizations, of tendering to the 
young faces. Several priests, Christian Brothers, Benevolent Irish Society their congratulations 
the officers of the Society, and Building Com- on the attaintn·ent of its one hundredth anni-
rriittee were present. Addresses were deliverd versary. These representatives were adn1itted 
by His Grace Archbishop Howley, Rev. Bro. to the Hall. The President of the Society tool{ 
Ryan, Rev. Bro. Slattery, Hon. J. D. Ryan, the chair, and welcomed the visitors. Each of 
President, and Mr. J. M. Kent, K.C., Vice- the organizations, through its respective presi-
President. The boys tben took their places in dent, then formally tendered to the Society its 
the class-rooms, His Grace and other visitors \varmest cong·ratulations on the event. 1""he 
\Vent through the rooms, and inspecting the Bodies present were the St. John's Mechanics' 
boys, gave them a holiday. N~ext day the Society, the Newfoundland British Society, the 
ordinary school \Vork 'vas c0mmenced. Star of the Sea Association, the St. John's Total 
The O'Donel Men1orial Hall is now prac- Abstinence and Benefit Society, the St. Andrew's 
tically completed though not formally handed Society, and the Church of England Institt1te. 
over to the Society by the contractors. It is a Speeches eulogistic of the work of the Benevo-
beautiful red brick building, with freestone lent Irish Society were made by Mogue Power, 
trimmings. It is erected at the eastern end of Esq., President of the St. John's Mechanics' 
St. Patrick's Hall, and although a separate Society; A. H. Martin, Esq., President of the 
building, it is connected with it by a passage Newfoundland British Society; Hon. E. M. 
\vay. It is three storeys high. The basement, Jackman, President of the Star of the Sea Asso-
\vhich contains t\vo large rooms, is intended to ciation; Jas. J. Bates, Esq., President of the 
afford extended room to the members for their Total Abstinence and Benefit Society; L. l\.filler, 
recreation and social gatherings. \Vhen these Esq., on behalf of the St. Andrew's Society, 
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and G. J . .l\dams, Esq., President of the Church 
of England Institute. The thanks of the Be-
nevolent Irish Society \Vas tendered to these 
several Associations by Hon. Mr. Ryan, on be-
half of the Benevolent Irish Society. The 
utmost good fellowship and kindly feeling pre-
va ilcd. 
This reunion \Vas a fitting close to the first 
century of the Society's existence, and an en-
couraging opening to ·the ne\v century. It \vas 
a mark of approval by the 'vhole city, irrespec-
tive of creed or nationality, of the worl< done 
by the Society since its inauguration one hun-
dred years before. 
1-\ fe,v days previous to the anniversary day 
an Irish concert \vas held by the Society, to irl-
aug·urate the Centennial. During the concert 
an address was delivered by Rev. Brother 
Slattery on the work of the Society. The Rev. 
gentleman dealt \vith the charitable work of the 
Society, its educational activities during the 
century, and its national character. The ad-
rlress \i\~as an eloquent tribute to the Society 
and its members, both past and present. As 
it was intended to inaugurate the Centennial, 
it is fitting that it should be reproduced in these 
pages. The address \vas as follows : 
Your Excellency, Your Grace, Ladies and 
G·entlemen-
A great favour has been conferred on me by the 
Hon. 1\tlr. Ryan, our President, in asking me to 
announce to you to-night the opening of the 
Centenary of the Benevolent Irish Society. 
Much as I appreciate this honour, I should 
prefer to have the announcement made by some 
gifted speaker, son1e silver-tongued orator, \vho 
could in suitable \vords express to you those 
sublime and stirring thoughts begotten by this 
great event. 
Unfortunately, I can bring none of th·e fire 
of the orator, I have none of the training of the 
public speaker, I have nonP of thP eloquence 
worthy of an Irish Night. 
My only credentials to the Hon. President 
were that I was cradled on an Irish hillside, and 
that I am the oldest member of our Order at 
present in the Colony, that I have labored for five 
and twenty y·ears in union with the Society, and 
that, \vhile entirely loyal to the Old Land at 
home, my heart's best love and the best yPars 
of my life have been freely besto\ved on New-
foundland and its people. 
To fully realize all that this Centenary means, 
w·e must carry our minds back to that winter 
evening one hundr·ed years ago, when a few 
Irish gentlemen met in the London 'favern at 
the foot of King's Road, and laid a small foun-
dation stone. \Vith all the luxuries that now 
surround us, \Ve can scarcely comprehend ho'v 
people lived then-nay, even half a century ago. 
No one no\v rents a house without its electric 
lights, its heating system, its telephone connec-
tion, and the street cars must pass by its door. 
Our steamboats arrive several times a week, 
bearing the products of distant lands; our rail-
way brings its load of mails and passengers 
t\vice a day fron1 the ends of the earth. 
Not only were all these modern luxuries 
absent, but our most prominent institutions were 
• • 
not In existence. 
There was no local g4 overnrnent, no autonomy 
w ' 
no House of Assembl'y; the fishing admirals 
managed everything. There was no post office 
up to 18o6; there were no telegraphs, and 
neither a bank nor a law court. There were two 
priests, but hardly a church, and no Cathedral, 
either Catholic or Anglican. 
There was neither school nor college for any 
denomination. No holy Nun in her conv.ent, nu 
Brother in hi-s monastery, to break the bread ot 
knowledge to the children of the people. Blot 
out all our modern luxuries, all our public in-
stitutions and most of our streets, and you 
may form some idea of the St. John's of one 
hundred years ago. 
To furth·er realize the full import of this Cen-
tenary, we must take a glance at the state of 
Ireland from which those few gentlemen had 
lately arrived. The rebellion was just crushed 
and, like a corpse bleeding from every pore, th~ 
vanquished people lay at the feet of their con-
queror. 
Good Lord Edward was d·ead, and the head-
less corpse of Emmet was ''asleep in the shade, 
where, cold and unhonoured, his relics wer·e 
laid,'' and with those heroic leaders were buried 
the hopes of the nation. Ireland had a Parlia-
ment when the Saviour walked by the s·ea of 
Galilee. But now the halls of her legislature 
resotrnded no more with the eloquence of Grattan 
or Flood or Plunkett : for her Parliament was 
dead. 
No Catholic could hold one foot of land nor 
occupy any civil position. No Catholic could 
enter the Eng-lish Parliament. Indeed, a famous 
judg~e, from his place on the bench, announced 
that ''the la\v did not suppose a Papist to exist 
in Ireland. '' 
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The tree of knowledge was forbidden the 
people; the old seats of learning wer~e confis-
cated; the w.onasteries burned, and only the 
shadow of the hillside or the shelter of a h·edge 
remained to them of all the glorious times when 
I rP!and \Vas the teacher of half Europe. 
Exactly in 1806 lVIoore photographed his sur-
roundings in words that shall never die as long 
as the English language is spoken : 
But alas ! for my country, her pride is gone by, 
And that spirit is broken that never \vould l;end. 
O'er the ruin, her children, in secret n1ust sigh 
F"or 'tis treason to love her and death to defend. 
U nprized are her sons till they have learned to betray, 
Undistinguished they live if they shame not their sires ; 
And the torch that would light them through dignity's \vay, 
Must be caught from the pile where their country expires. 
But the stranger shall hear thy lament o'er his plains, 
The sigh of tlty harp shall be sent o'er the deep, 
Till thy masters themselves as they rivet thy chains 
Sha!l pause o'er the song of their captive and weep. 
Like the \vail of the banshee \vas that old 
callad of one hundred years ago : 
"I met with Donaparte and he took me by the hand 
Saying ' I Io\v is old Irelanrl, and how does she stand?' 
' She's the most distressful country that ever yet \Vas seen, 
They're hanging n1en and women for the wearing of the 
green.'' ' 
of Australia have petitioned the Throne to take 
action in this matter, to close this open sore at 
the very heart of the Empire. 
Above them all is a peace-loving King, who 
has privately told some of our friends in Ireland 
that the ambition of his life is to open an Irish 
Parliament in College Green. Such \vords 
"Are whispered baln1, they're sunshine spoken, 
\tVe' d live years of grief and pain 
To have our long sleep of sorro\v broken 
By such benign blessed sounds again.'' 
F~ew clouds are in our sky, the grand old hills 
are tipped \vith gold, the hearts of our people arc 
full of hopes, they see the dawning of the day. 
L\nd when it comes, when we take our place 
amoug the nations, with honest pride we can 
look the \vhole world in the face. 'i\T e have 
fought and bled for many a cause, but \ve never 
lifted the sword for the oppression or slavery 
of others. There is no blood on our hands, no 
stain on our shield. 
\\ ... e dream of a future very different from 
the past. \Ve see an Ireland with a con-
tented people, \vhose \vrongs are righted, whose 
tears are dried, whose \vounds are healed. \\' e 
see an Ireland \vith its old seats of learning re-
stored, its people prosperous, its teachers giving 
light to the nations, holding aloft the lamps of 
I shall dwell no longer on such sad memories. Faith and Truth·. ' '' e see an Ireland seated 
It is neither the time nor the place. The scene bet,veen her sister kingdoms- the spoiled child 
has changed, and those evil days are gone. of their affections- a Shamrock of Nations 
St. Augustine, speaking of the Cross of Christ, ruling tl1e greatest empire the world has known. 
says that at one time it was a badge of dis- Having glanced at the state of things here 
grace, a sign of shame, but that now it is set and in Ireland one hundred years ago, and 
in the coronets of kings. So has it been \vith having seen the wonderful change in the for.., 
its twin ~emblem, the Shamrock. tunes of the Old Land, let us r~eturn for a 
Oh, yes, times have changed ! The Queen, moment and see how it has fared \vith the Be, 
the Sea-king's daughter, sends her hampers of ne,--olent Irish Society in Newfoundland. 
shamrocks to her friends and to favourite regi- Except the parish schools in Scotland, which 
ments, and over the royal purple on the breast had then existed for about one hundred and 
of King Eaward rests a bunch of shamrocks on fifty years, and which have made its people the 
St. Patrick's Day. best educated in Europe, fe,v countries had any 
In those days no Catholic could sit in either school system; th~ere was none in England, 
the Irish or English Parliament, but there are France, or the States, showing us that those 
'vell nigh on~e hundred Catholics in the new Irish gentlemen were ahead of their times. 
House of Commons. The Marquis of Ripon is The beginnings of the Irish Society \vere 
high in the new Cabinet, and two p·eers, Acton humb.Ie , its numbers were fe\v, and progress 
and Granard, are Loras-in-Waiting on the King. very slo'v; but gradually as its works of charity 
A Cabinet of honest Scotchmen are pledged spread the number of metnbers increased, as 
to the hilt to settle this quarrel of c-enturies, stone by stone \vas raised this noble Temple of 
and five hundred members stand by to support Bene,rolence. 
them. One bv one its Presid·ents ruled and retired, 
-' 
Away over the seas th·e Parliaments of the one by one the founders passed away, but their 
Don1inion of Canada and the Common\vealth good deed remained and continued its beneficent 
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influence. ''The mustard seed grew to be a 
great tree, and the birds of the air-- the children 
of the city-found r·efuge in its branches." 
In Belvedere the fathers and founders have 
crumbled to dust, 
'' And \Ve \Vill pray that frutn th~ir clay full tuany a race 
n1ay ::,tart, 
Of true men, like you n1en, to act as brave a part." 
Yes, it is too tru·e, that next July, not n1any 
\vho were born by the "Fair Hills of Holy Ire-
land," not many who \Vere dandled on an Irish 
mother's bosom, will join the parade. No, but 
their sons, their sons' sons, \vill be there in 
thousands to salute the old flag. 
And doubtless, though the joys of heaven are 
abundant and infinite, we may easily irnagine 
that from their seats of happiness those good 
men will smile down on our Centenary, and re-
joice that so much glory has been given to God 
and so many blessings conferred on hun1anity. 
Three-quarters of a century in its career had 
passed, when, at the suggestion of the late 
Bishop Power, the Society in vi ted to its aid the 
sons of Ignatius Rice. Since then, full thirty 
years ago, not a word of dissension, not a 
breath of misunderstanding, has arisen bet\veen 
us. 
And now that the day of jubilation has come, 
no more loyal tribute will be laid at its feet 
than the congratulations of the Irish Christian 
13rothers. And \vh·en its second century passes, 
I am full of hope that some member of our 
Order, better fitted than I, shall stand in this 
hall and give the members the caed mile failthe. 
There is much wisdom in the councils of the 
Society. Benevolence is still its watchword, 
perpetual youth seems its inheritance, for 
thoucrh the honors of one hundred years are at b • 
its feet there are no signs of old age on Its 
brO\V. 
\Vith its numerous offspring, it is well-
equipped for greater work in its second oentury. 
To preserve union and friendship among its 
six hundred members it has a suite of rooms far 
superior to those of any club in the Colony. 
This splendid Hall shows its attention to· the 
public welfare, ~-bile those spacious schools 
below, crammed to the doors with lovely laugh-
ing boys, are truly the University of the poor 
man. 
'''ith Holy Cross, an offshoot of its good 
work, fully I ,200 boys get a training entirely 
superior to any of their class at this side of the 
~~tlantic. 
The eldest daughter of the Society is Saint 
Bonaventure's College, where 300 youths receive 
an education that fits them to rap at the door 
of Oxford University. 
Indirectly, but still very closely connected, are 
the various convents, where a like number of 
girls are being splendidly trained by many pious 
nuns to lead good and holy lives. 
Away in the Rocky mountains is a lillie 
5pr1ng, so small that a single mountain ULCr 
could drink }.t dry on a summer's day. 'J'he 
stream trickles down the hill, increasing as it 
goes, stealing its \vay among the rocks. Other 
streams join their waters till, \vhen the plains 
are reached, a noble river is form·ed. Onward 
it journeys for a thousand miles, and then it is 
the - lordly Mississippi- bearing on its broad 
boson1 the stream and freight of the \vorld 's 
commerce. 
All honor to the memory of the founders of 
the Benevolent Irish Society, \vho opened this 
little spring which has flo\ved and flourished for 
one hundred long years, till to-day it bears on 
its bosom a rich argosy of education to I, soo 
boys and I ,sao girls-ranging from the lonely 
orphan at Belvedere and Mount Cashel to the 
Rhodes Scholar at Littledale and St. Bonaven-
ture's. 
All this blessed work goes on day by day, 
under the patronage and fostering care of His 
Grace the Archbishop, who works hand in hand 
with the Society, and takes a personal interest 
in the education of each child. 
On an evening like this it is due to him to say 
that if his first prayer in the n1orning is for his 
own country and its people, his last at night is 
for the land of his fathers. With him their 
arms are twined in his generous heart, their 
interests are never in conflict. 
But if the Society is thrice blessed in its 
Patron, it is more than honoured in its ·worthy 
President. Bv his wise counsels it has over-, 
come all difficulties, under his able manag-ement 
it has progressed by leaps and bounds, throug-h 
his generous bounty its funds and finances are 
as sound as those of the Bank of England. 
Long and happily n1ay the Irish Society 
flourish under the patronage of our beloved 
Archbishop and the Presidency of the Hon. lVIr. 
Ryan. 
Encan1ped by the river, the weary Hebrews 
looking across the rolling waters of the Jordan, 
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saw beyond them the Promised Land. In the -
vision, they forgot the desert and its terrors, the 
glootny mountains and the trackless sands, they 
forgot the bit.ter famine and the parching thirst 
of their wandenngs, they saw only "tl1e land 
flo\ving with milk and honey,'' which the God of 
their fathers was giving them for an inheritance. 
It has followed the flight of its sons o'er the world, 
But its folds, like their hopes, are not faded nor furled, 
Look aloft, look aloft, see the clouds drifting by, 
T~ere's a glean1 til rough the glootn, there is a light in the sky ! 
'T1.s the sunburst of freedom -far flashing on high 
Er1n's dark night is \Yaning. her day dawn is 11igh. 
We'll shout to the CJans scattered far o'er the earth, 
To join in the march to the land of their birth, So in this day of our jubilation we shall recite 
no rosary of our sorrows, we shall forget the 
wrongs of our Rac-e, we shall close the pages 
blotted by the tears of our people. All sad 
memories shall be cast aside, and only sunshine 
shall be in our homes and our hearts. 
The same Israelites sang the songs of Sian, 
when in slavery in a foreign land they mourned 
for their fallen race. \Ve shall sing only songs 
of gladness and of hope, that tell of our artists 
and orators, of our poets and soldiers-songs 
that tell of the valor of our sons, of the beauty 
of our daughters. We shall tell of the great 
men of our Race. We shall "remember the 
glories of Brien the Brave,'' who on the plains 
of Clontarf broke for ever the power of the 
Norsemen. We shall tell of that giant of our 
Race, O'Connell, who, by his eloquence, eman-
cipated ten millions of our people. 
All our tears are changed to smiles-all our 
sadness turned to gladness. Only smiles and 
laughter in our homes, only toasts of hope and 
happiness at our feasts, o·nly songs of joy and 
joviality in this day of our jubilation. 
For a whole century we have lived in harmony 
with other Societies, in friendship with other 
denon1inations. And now they must sit by our 
fireside, they must join in our feasting-we 
shall give them a kindly Irish welcome. They 
will rejoice with us in the day 'of our jubilee 
and their flags shall mingle with ours in fr,ee-
dom and friendship together. 
In the pure air of heaven, above the dusty, 
noisy streets, shall float the flag of Newfound· 
land, the fair St. Andrew's Cross, and the fiery 
red Oross of St. George. Other flags will be 
there too-but, abo\.~e them all, at the topmast 
on the highest tower of the Cathedral-the Green 
Flag of Ireland, to tell our friends and neighbours 
and ''the stranger within our gat~es" that our 
jubilee has dawned, our Centenary has cotne. 
Unfold Erin's flag ! fling its folds to the breeze, 
Let it float o'er our lanrl, let it flash o'er the seas. 
Lift it up ! wave it high ! 'tis as bright as of old, 
Not a stain on its green, not a spot on its gold. 
Lift up the green flag ! oh, it wants to go home, 
For long has its lot been to wander and roam. 
And \vherever the Exiles, 'neath Heaven's broad don1e 
liave been fated to 5uffer, to sorrow, to roam. 
They'll bound on the sea, and away o'er the foam 
They'll sail to the n1usic of '~ Home Sweet I-Iome. '' 
• 
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The first hundred years of the Society's his-
tory closed on the 17th of February, 1906. It 
is not the intention of these pages to bring its 
records beyond that date. It will be for son1e 
future compiler of its records to· continue its 
story. i\fter one hundred years the Society 
stands to-day full of life and vigor, deeply im-
pressed with the responsibilities which its origin, 
its traditions, and its constitution impose upon 
it. During the whole time of its existence it 
has never deviated from the fundamental prin-
ciples upon which it was based at the old 
London Tavern, one hundr~ed years ago. It 
has grown with the Colony, and developed o·n 
the lin,es laid down by its founders. In the 
early years of the century its activities were 
devoted to relieving the distress of the poor, 
of the aged, of the disabled and infirm, by the 
distribution of charitable assistance. As its 
resources increased, it combined with this 
systen1 of d1rect charitable relief a system of 
education intended for the children of the city; 
and as the work of poor relief was taken up by 
other organizations formed for that purpose, 
and by the Government of the Colony, the So-
ciety devoted its entire energies to promoting 
education. 
The introduction of the Irish Christian Brothers 
gave renewed life to its schools. It undertook 
the erection of large and commodious build-
ings for the education of the poor, until to-day 
it has th'e fin,est set of buildings-the St. Patrick's 
Hall and O'Donel Memorial Hall- that exists 
in the whole Colony. Its scho·ols have pros-
per~ed. The most valuable testimony to the 
success of its schools is afforded in the fact that 
already both buildings are filled, and the 
spacious class-rooms are all too small to satisfy 
the ever-increasing demand for accommodation. 
At pres~ent there are over 6oo ooys attending the 
schools. 
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The good work of the Christian Broth.ers is 
not limited to th~e schools of the Society. They 
also manage and control the Holy Cross Schools, 
Riverhead, under Rev. Brother Conway; Saint 
Bonaventure's College, under Rev. Brother 
Culhane, and Mount Cashel Scho·ol of Indus-
try, under Rev. Brother Slattery. They have 
no\v pratically complete control of the education 
of the Catholic boys of the city. 
Besides th~e schools, the So-ciety has provided 
for its members large and well-furnished club 
rooms for their amusement a.nd entertainment. 
The reading roo·ms, billiard rooms, and card 
roo·ms ·Of the Society are filled every evening by 
hundreds of intelligent and w·ell-educated young 
men, who participate in intellectual and physical 
amusen1ents and entertainments. Debates, con-
certs, and theatrical entertainments are con-
ducted amo·ngst the members during the winter 
months, ,and in the summer-time outdoor sports 
are taken up with enthusiasm amongst its 
younger m~embers. During the past football 
season the Society's team carried off the chan1-
pionship of Newfoundland, a trophy ~rhich is 
contended for by all the leading clubs in the 
city. The Soci~ety is full of life, full of energy 
and perseverance, all ~of which point to the 
future of great achievements. Its roll of mem-
bership is increasing rapidly, and at pr~esent 
amounts to nearly 400 members. 
This venerable Institution now stands upon 
the threshold of the second century of its bene-
volent career. Originated by Irishn1en at a 
ti111e anterior to the introduction of the ordinary 
forms of civil government of Newfoundland, 
anterior to the time when it was lawful to hold 
land or erect a dwelling-house, without a sp·ecial 
license from the Governor- when the Colony 
was regarded as a fishing station, to which the 
fishermen of Europ~e cam~e during the summer 
months to· prosecute the fishery, and return in 
the autumn with th.e fruits of their industry-it 
has grown and prospered with the growth and 
prosperity of the Colony. 
The little band of Irishmen who assembled 
in the London Tavern in 18o6, under the 
auspices of Bishop 0 'Donel, have passed away, 
but the seed which they planted has taken root 
and has grown into an immense tree. Their 
descendants have reaped the fruit, and are to-
day amongst the most active and zealous guar-
dians of the Society, determin~ed to transmit to 
future generations the great privileges \vhich 
they have inherit~ed. 
• 
B. I. S. Centenary, July 19th, 1906. 
This was a great day· for the thousands 
in this city of Irish birth or descent, as it \vit-
nessed the ceremoni~es commemorative of the 
completion of the first century of the existence 
of the Benevolent Irish S·ociety. The day was 
perfect, and the public holiday proclaimed for 
the o·ccasion enabled all to enjoy it. Tho·ugh 
many went from the city, thousands remained 
to participate in the different features of the 
celebration, and frequent and heartfelt were the 
good wishes offered b,y all classes and creeds for 
the continued s.uccess ·Of the B. I. S. and the 
spread of the noble work which is being done 
bv the Christian Brothers. 
~ 
0 'DoNEL HALL 0PENEI). 
At 10 a.m. the C.C.C., in command of Capt. 
Geo. Carty, marched from the Parade Rink, 
headed by their splendid band playing Irish airs, 
and sho·rtly after cam~e the fine new band of the 
T.A. S., playing similar musical gems escort-
ing the officers of the sister societies to St. 
Patrick's Hall. The Cadets lined up Queen's 
Road, the Irish Society in force also lining up 
the grounds. St. Patrick's Hall and grounds 
wer~e covered with bunting, the '' new wing '' 
being resplendent with colour, the scene at-
tracting scores of kodakers. His Grace Arch-
bishop Howley, who \vas to open and bless the 
O'Donel \Ving, now arrived, his procession 
comprising all the city and visiting priests, pre-
ceded by acolytes~. Just previlously the con-
tract~r, Coun. MI. Kennedy, presented Pre-
sident J. D. Ryan, of the B.I.S., with the key 
of the building, with which he formally opened 
it. The blessing of the O'Donel \Ving occurred 
at its main portico, His Grace, vested in full 
pontificals, intoning the prescribed prayers in 
the doorway and afterwards the interior, and 
unveiling a tablet inside the main entrance re- _ 
cording the facts of its construction. Then 
from a platform near by, President Ryan, in a 
short prefatory address, reviewed the historv of 
-' 
the B.I.S. during the past hundred years, its 
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triumphs in the cause of Christian charity and 
education, and speaking· \vords of deserYcd 
praise for the good Christian Brothers. His 
Cirace the ~\rchbishop, His Lordship the Chief 
Justice (Sir \~'/ 111. H or \V oo d), Rev. Dr. Curtis, 
l{eY. I3ro. l~yan, Hon. E. l\I. jackn1an (for the 
sister societies) ; Sir E. I). l\1orris and l\1r. J. l\1. 
Kent, K. C. (vice-president), also addressed the 
assembly. It is impossible here to give 
even an outline of the addresses delivered. 
Suffice it to say that all were marked 
by eloquent and generous compliments to the 
B. I. S. and the Christian Brothers, notably that 
of Rev. Dr. Curtis, Methodist Superintendent 
of Education, whose testimony to the work of 
these co-labourers was a striking illustration of 
tolerant and liberal-rninded recognition of thei; 
efforts for a common cause. A large gathering 
\vas present. 
THE AFTERNOON SPORTS. 
The Celtic Sports inaugurated by the B. I. S. 
took place during the afternoon, and when vve 
say it is to be hoped they will beoome an annual 
institution, we believe we are voicing the senti-
ments of the thousands who witnessed them 
yesterday. Many ·original features were intro-
duced, and the words, ",.fhey were splendid,'' 
are the sum of the plaudits heard from the ar~ena 
border. Fine athletic young chaps in all cases 
contended, and each item was so keenly con-
tested that the interest of the spectators was 
held from start to finish. His Grace Archbishop 
Howley and all the clergy present at the bless-
ing of the O'Donel Memorial Hall, Sir E. P. 
Morris and · many distinguished g·entlemen in-
terested in sports, with many ladies, were pre-
sent. 
In the Ioo yards dash, Jas. Foley \VOn; time, 
10 1-5 seconds. 
Putting the Shot-\'\T. T. Ryall \VOn; dis-
tance, so ft. g in. 
The third item was the football sixes, Stars v. 
Saints, and after a very exciting affair the Saints 
won by one corner. 
,.fhe Brigade relay race was an event which 
all looked forward to. This is · a feature hard 
to understand by a layman " 'here three men 
each from the C.L.B., C.C.C. and M.G.B. com-
pete alternatively. There was much excitement 
ov~er it, and Phil Brown, who paired with K~elly 
and Eagan for the C. C, C., vvon hands do\vn. 
Time, 4 40 2-5. 
-- ----- - --
The fifth item was a quarter mile race, 
~Iessrs. · Sexton, Simms and }(night entering. 
It \Vas \VOn by !~night. 'T'in1e, 59 2-5 seconds. 
The sixth \vas also very intcresting-thro,ving 
tl1c cricket ball. Trenchard, Doyle, J=>arsons , 
IZcaiing·, Sellars, \\r adc, and H. Hay\vard, \\1• 
Cullen, l\1. 11"'inn contesting·, the best three being 
late entries. 1'he thro\v \vas from the \vest to 
the eastern side of the field. 1"'renchard, Doyle 
and !_)arsons made fine throws, and Cullen can1e 
near getting there, but I~inn, an unassuming 
chap, seemed to rival either Bennett or Don-
nolly, he could send the leather and put it away 
out of sight in his second atten1pt, beating all 
others easily, sending the sphere the ren1ar k-
able distance of I 17 yards. 
The seventh item \vas also very exciting-a 
heel and toe contest between l\1essrs. Ryan, 
Jackson, Greene and D~evine, over a one-mile 
course. Devine, a fine athletic young fello\v, 
led from the start, kept his pace and no· doubt 
would have won but that he walked inside the 
flag at the last lap, closely followed by Greene 
and Jackson, when Greene and Jackson, in the 
order named, beat him but a short distance. 
The half-miJe race was w.on by Phil Way, who 
contested in the recent big walking contest; 
Doyle a good s~econd. 
In the football sixes, B. I. S. v. Collegians, 
the latter won by two and two corners against 
one corner for the B.I.S. ,.fhen five lads from 
Mount Cashel, dressed in cutaway coats, knee 
breeches, danced an Irish reel. It vvas the real 
thing that we would associate with the " bhoys'' 
at Donnybrook. The audience went wild. At 
first the lads danced for the delectation of the 
grand stand, but the ''gods " would not have it, 
and they humorously bowed to an ~encore, which 
was given all round with typically Irish gene-
r.osity. These are clever lads at Mount Cash~el. 
In the Mercantile relay race Foley and Simms 
in _ the order named easily beat for Bowrings. 
In the football sixes, C.L.B. v. 1\ti.G.B., a 
most stubborn contest was put up. The referee 
had to sound '' lemon time '' thrice before any 
scoring was done, · when the M.G. B. won by 
I goal to nil. 
In the 13th contest (one mile race), won by P. 
Way, against Hay\vard, Payne, -- Duggan and 
Higgins, Way did it in 5 min. '3 2-5 sees., and 
came near getting the gold medal awarded for a 
mile in 5 minutes or less. 
In the final football sixes between the Saints 
and Collegians, the Collegians won ea8ily by one 
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goal and deserved their medals, ha~ing put up a 
fine fight. 
'fhe prizes presented were awarded by His 
Grace Archbishop Howley, and were beautiful 
and costly. 
The Catholic Cadet Corps band w~ere present 
and supplied excellent music. The following 
had charge of the field, and performed their 
\vork witho·ut a hitch :-
Executive.-Messrs. M. J. Dooley, \i\T. B. 
Comerford, C. J. Cox, C. Ellis, T. H. O'Neill, 
W. J. Higgins. 
Fi~eld Committee.____.Messrs. J. P. Crotty, P. 
Brown, J. Pidgeon, John Donnelly, J. C. Pippy, 
T. Armstrong, Jos. 'faafe, John Rooney, P. 
Laracy, J. Howley. 
Judges-Messrs. G. A. Davey, J. R. Bennett, 
M. Chaplin, A. H. Martin, H. Y. Mott, J. ·J. 
Bates, M. Power, G. J. Adams, T. F. Th~omp­
son, F. Pippy, E. M. Jackman. 
Time-keepers.-Messrs. A. MeN amara and 
G. Taylor. 
Football Referee-Mr. T. M. McNeil. 
Starter-Mr. Charles O'Neil Conroy. 
Herald-Mr. ]. Vinnicombe. 
THE BANQUET. 
The banquet in St. I:)atrick's Hall last night 
proved a splendid conclusion to the day's pro-
ceedings. At 7 o'clock the members and their 
guests began to arrive and were shown through 
the O'Donel Memorial Wing, and many were 
the expressions of delight at the fine appearance 
and splendid modern equipment of the rooms. 
A beautiful scene was presented from the outside 
of the building, the \vindows being brilliantly 
illuminated with coloured transparencies, suit-
able to the occasion. This work we understand 
was entrusted to Mr. D. Carroll, a· gentleman 
whose versatile genius is always in requisition 
on occasions of this kind, and who acquitted 
himself admirably in the present instance. Be-
fore 8 o'clock the entire party·, numbering about 
two hundred and twenty, had arrived, and 
wended their way to the b·anquet hall, which was 
the main room of St. Patrick's Hall. This was 
very tastefully decorated, the walls bein.fr en-
livened by appropriate emblems and motto~s, in 
which the '' Dear Little Shamrock '} and the 
Harp of Old Ireland had prominent places. 
England, Scotland, and our own little isl~ vvere 
also suitably represented. The front of the 
gallery was most attractive, and was sur-
mounted by stands on which rested silver 
trophies won by the prowess of the members 
on the athletic field. · The stage was occupied 
by an orchestra, consisting of Messrs. J. Power, 
P. Hennessey and A. Bourke, Mrs. Trimlett 
and JVIiss I=>ower. During the evening they r~en­
dered many appropriate airs, which \vere 
greatly appreciated. The tables were con-
veniently arranged, and prettily adorned by 
bouquets of pinks and other handsome flowers, 
while at each plate was placed a tastefully 
printed toast-list and bill of fare. 
The menu was as follows :-
Boiled Chicken, with Cream Sauce. 
l~oast Turkey, Roast Lamb. 
Roast S~rloin of Beef. 
Boiled Ham, Boiled Tongue. 
Potatoes, Green Peas. 
Strawberry Pies. 
Assorted Pas tries. 
\Vine Jelly, Fruit Jelly. 
Blanc-Mange, 'I'rifle. 
Oranges, Raisins. 
Bananas, ~uts. 
This part of the program was in charge of 
the Messrs. Furlong, of Smithville, and re-
flected credit upon their skill as caterers. 'Ihc 
food supplied was seasonable, and served \vith 
more than ordinary speed. At the head of the 
table sat the President of the Socie(y, the Hon. 
J. D. Ryan. Only the day previous he had 
returned from a visit to Ireland. He was sup-
ported on his right by His Excellency the 
Governor, Sir \Villi am MacGregor, and on his 
left by His Grace the Archbishop of St. ] ohn 's. 
The other end of the table was presided over by 
the Vice-President, J. Kent., Esq., supp·orted 
on the right by Rev. Canon Dunfield, and on the 
left by Rev. Dr. Robertson. The specially in-
vited g4 uests included the Governor and suite, 
Judges, representatives of churches, heads of 
Christian Brothers, society presidents, news-
paper editors, visiting clergy and others. As 
soon as ample justice had been done the good 
things provided, the President called the As-
sembly to order and the follo,ving toast list was 
entered upon :-
THE PIOUS AKD IMMORTAL l\1El\10RY OF ST. 
PATRICK. "St. Patrick's Da:y." Proposer: 
The President, Hon. J. D. Ryan. 
THE KING. "God Save the King." Pro-
poser : The President. 
OLD IRELAND As SHE OuGHT To BE. '' The 
Exile of Erin.'' Proposer : The V\ce-President, 
J. M. Kent, Esq., K.C., M.H.A. Responders: 
Rev. E. J. Ryan, Kilcommon, Cashel, Ireland; 
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1""HE GovERNOR. '' 1""11e Governor's l\1arch. '' 
Proposer : The !=>resident. Responder : Sir 
\Villiam 11acGregor, l\rl. D., l{. C.l\1. G., C. B., 
Governor of Newfoundland. 
THE RoMAN CATHOLic HIERARCI-IY A~I) 
CLERGY. '' I Saw From the Beach.'' Pro-
poser: The rst Assistant V.P., J. Ryan, Esq., 
C.E. Responders: Most Rev. l\1. F. Ho\vley, 
D.D., Archbishop of St. John's; Rt. Rev. 11gr. 
Veitch, of Diocese of Harbor Grace; Rt. Rev. 
l\r1gr. Bro\vne, \,.icar-General of Diocese of St. 
George's. 
Song-J. L. Slattery, Esq. 
His LoRDSHIP BisHoP JONES AND TliE CLERGY 
OF THE CHURCH OF ENG LAN I). '' Leave Points 
of Belief." Proposer: 1'he Treasurer, M. A. 
McCarthy, Esq. Responder : Rev. Canon 
Dunfield, M.A. 
THE CLERGY OF THE OTHER DE~OMIXATIONS. )} 
'' Sound the Loud Timbrel. '' Proposer : The 
Sec~etary, \\T. J. Higgins, Esq. Responders: 
Rev. L. Curtis, D.D.; Rev. A. Robertson, D.D. 
Song-G. J. Adams, Esq. 
THE CHRISTIAN BROTHERS AND THE CAUSE OF 
EDUCATION. "The Irish Emigrant's Lan:ent. '' 
Proposer: P. T. McGrath, Esq. Respondent: 
Rev. Bro. Hennessy (Ireland); Rev. Bro. Ryan 
(Newfoundland); R~ev. Fr. Coffey, S.J. 
(Canada); Rev. M. J. Ryan, Ph.D. (U.S.A.). 
THE EvENT \\TE CELEBRATE. '' Let Erin 
Remember.'' Proposer: M. \\1• Furlong, Esq., 
K. C. Responder : Rev. Bro. J. L. Slattery. 
Song-1~. J. McCarthy, Esq. 
THE FUTURE OF THE IRISH RACE IX NE\V-
FOUNDLAND. " Go Where Glory \Vaits Thee." 
Proposer: J. L. Slattery, Esq. Responder: Rt. 
Rev. Mgr. Reardon. 
THE BENCH AND THE BAR. " Balance a 
Straw." Proposer: P. l.~aracy, Esq. Re-
sponders : Hon. G. M. Johnson (Justice Supreme 
Court), Hon .. Sir E. P. Morris, Kt., K.C., 
LL.D. (Minister of Justice). 
THE LEGISLATURE. '' Money in Both 
Pockets." Proposer: J. J. McGrath, Esq. 
B.L. Respondent: Hon. J. Anderson (Legisla-
tive Council), Hon. E. Da\ve (House of 
1\ssembly). 
Song-J. W. Grant, Esq. 
TI-IE LAKI) \\TE LI\'"E Ix. "The Banks of 
)J C\vfoundland. '' Proposer : \r\T. J. Carrol, 
Esq. Responder: C. Macpherson, Esq. 
1""RADE AND CoMMERCE. '' 1'hc IZeel Row.'' 
Proposer : J. P. Crotty, Esq. ·Responder : Hon. 
E. l\ri. Jackman, l\1inister of Finance and 
Customs. 
OuR SISTER SociETIES. " 1'he Coulin." Pro-
poser : M. Dooley, Esq. Responders : J. J. 
0 'Brien, Esq., Halifax Charitable Irish Society ; 
D. Shea, Esq., Harbor Grace Benevolent Irish 
Society; A. K. Lumsden, Esq., President St. 
Andrew 's Society ; 1\ri. Po \V c r, F: sq. , P resident 
St. John's 1Iech.anics' Society; A. H. l\Iartin, 
Esq., I=> resident Newfoundland British Society; 
J. J. Bates, Esq., I=> resident St. John's rfotal 
1\bstinence Society; Hon. E. M. Jackman, Pre-
sident Star of the Sea Association. 
Song-W. Ayl\vard, Esq. 
THE PRESS. ''Tyrolese Song of Liberty." 
Proposer: \\T. J. Ellis, Esq., l\1. H. A., Deputy 
l\1ayor. Responders : \\'". F. Lloyd, Esq., 
lVI.H.A. (Telegram), J. E. Furneaux, Esq. 
(Herald), J. T. Currie, Esq. (Daily News), 11. A. 
Devine, Esq. (1.,rade Revierz.v ). 
Song·-M. l\IcCarthy, Esq. 
THE CITY OF ST. JoH~)s. · "Speed the 
P 1 o ugh. " I=> r op o s er : V. 1~. Burke, Esq. , Supt. 
R. C. Schools. Responder: l\1. P. Gibbs, Esq., 
Mayor of St. John's. 
'fHE LADIES. "Dear Creatures, \\Te Can't 
Do \\1ithout Them.'' Proposer : J. C. Pippy, 
Esq. Responder : C. J. Cox, Esq. 
Song__,P. \\T. Jordan, Esq. 
THE GuEsTs. '' \V elcome 
Proposer: M. J. O'Mara, Esq. 
J. Adams, Esq. 
Here Again.'' 
Responder : G. 
THE MEMORY OF DECEASED FouNDERS AND 
BE:N'EFACTORS. " McFarlane's Lament." Pro-
poser : The President. 
ABSENT FRIENDS. '' Do They Miss Me .(\t 
Home.'' Proposer : 1""he \Tice-President. 
The galaxy of after-dinner speakers \vas well 
select~ed, and although the speech-making lasted 
into the wee sma' hours, so brilliant was the 
eloquence, and so keen the flow of wit and 
humour that the time was hardlv noticed in its 
-' 
flight. Many· of the speeches ranked high in 
the scale of oratory, the sentiments being of 
such an elevated character as to leave a deep 
impression on all who had the good fortune to 
listen to them. The mag-nificent \vork: accom-
plished by the Benevolent Irish Society during-
its one l1undred years of existence was 
. 
eloquently reviewed, and its noble efforts in the 
cause of education, culminating in the introduc-
tion of the Christian Brothers into the country 
flatteringly referred to. These devoted 
teachers have sent out into the world hundreds 
of our b·oys, fully equipped to fight the battle 
of life, and to-day many of them occupy pos:-
tions of trust not only in their own country, but 
in the land beyo·nd the sea. At this notable 
gathering all classes and creeds -vvere repre-
sented; the . undenominational character of the 
affair being a most pleasant feature. Taken ~d­
together it was pr·obably the most successful 
banquet ever held in St. John's, and will al\vays 
be looked back upon as a memorable and ple'ls-
ing episode in the lives of all who had the good 
fortune to be present. The Committee in 
charge and all concerned deserve hearty con-
gratulations on the great success of the B. I. S. 
Centennial Banquet, which will be certainly 
placed on the records as one of the most notable 
events in the Society's history. As soon as the 
reg·ular toast list was throug·h, the Hon. John 
Anderson proposed the toast of the President, 
\vhich was cordially received and enthusiastically 
responded to. The proceedings terminated at 
3 a.m. 
DINERS AT B·ANQUET. 
President Hon. J. D. Ryan, His Excellency 
the Govern-or, l\1r. H. Reev·e, C.M.G., Private 
Secretary; Insp. Gen. McCowen, I. S. 0., Aide-
de-Camp; His Grace Archbishop Howley, Rev. 
Dr. Howley, Chaplain; Rt. Rev. Mgr. Veitch, 
Rt. Rev. Mgr. Browne, Rt. Rev. Mg·r. Reardo:·1, 
Rev. Canon Dunfield, Rev. Dr. Curtis, Rev. 1)r .. 
Robertson, Ven. i\ .. rchdeacon 0 'Neil, Rev. 
Brother Hennessey, Rev. Bro. Frisby, Secre-
tary; Rev. Frs. Coffey, J. J. St. John, E. J. 
Ryan, D. O'Connor, M. J. Clarke, Dr. IZitcl1--::a, 
J. lVIcDermott, J. Donnelly, J. Coady, G. Batt-
cock:, E. F. Curran, \\T. A. Fyme, Rev. Bros. 
Ryan, Slattery, Culhane, Hurley, Prendergast, 
C_onway, Ennis, Hon. Mr. Justice Johnson, 
Hon. E. P. Mo·rris, l-Ion. J. Anderson, Hon. E. 
M. Jackman, Hon. E. Dav.re, Mayor Gibbs; 
Messrs. J. J. <\)'Brien, A. K. Lumsden, l\1. 
Power, A. H. M~rtin, J. J. Bates, \i\1. F. Lloyd, 
J. E. Furn·eaux, J. S. Currie, M. A. Devine, 
E. D. Arnaud, G·. J. Adams, J. lVI. Kent, J. 
Ryan, C. E. ; Capt. Perez, T. S. Pooke, T. God-
den, W. J. Ryan, J. Strang, J. Dwyer, J. C. 
Jardine, T. Fitzgibbon, M. Connolly, H. Cra\v-
ford, J. Rooney, J. B. Sclater, L. Hannaford, 
M. K. Greene, R. C. Sn1ith, L. O'B. Furlong, 
G. T. Carty, P. Kent, J. T. Murphy, Jos. Kent, 
G. Bulley, Capt. E. English, J. c .owen, M. 
Murphy, M. Donnelly, P. W. Jordan, J. P. 
Crotty, vV. McCarthy, T. Burfitt, J as. I~cnney, 
P. O'Mara, M. F. I....~awlor, F. J. Jackman, \A/. 
H. Jackman, M. \\T. Furlong, H. H. ·Carter, M. 
Kennedy, J. ]. 11ullally, M. A. J\1cCarthy, \i\T. 
J. Carroll, T. Smyth, C. H. Emerson, G. l\.. 
Davey, J. ]. Tobin, H. B. Ro,binson, W. P. 
Shortall, C. Macpherson, M. 0 'Flanigan, A. 
Knight, J. McCarthy, J. Carew, M. G. \\Tinter, 
]. L. Slattery, S. D. Blandford, J. J. J\1cGrath, 
J. Curran, P. T. McGrath, \A/. J. Ellis, J. R. 
Bennett, P. F. Moore, \\T. Dug·gan, E. I-I. 
Davey, \\1• A. Kelly, V. P. Burke, H. A. For-
ward, J. J. McCarthy, M. F. Power, T. Nash, 
P. Laracy, J\II. Dooley, J. Kent, J. Carroll, P. 
11aher, J. Stick, 11. O'Niara, J. Grant, C. Cox, 
J. \Varren, l\II. Duffy, E. J. Ra\vlins, C. A. 
Keefe, W. T. Dunphy, J. Dalton, W. 1'aaffe, 
J. Ryan, J. P. Kinsella, J. Ryall, J. C. Pippy, T. 
Coady, senr.; T. Coady, junr.; I). Bro-vvn, J. 
~laher, vV. Murphy, G. Knight, D. Parsons, J. 
\\' alsh, H. Brophy, S. O'Brien, J. Daley, W. J. 
Higg·ins, "f. M. McNeil, C. \V. Ellis, M. 
Ch.aplin, J. Power, J. P. Crotty, \V. B. Comer-
ford, D. Galway, J. Donnelly, Jos. Kent, J. 
Callahan, \\T. Aylward, M. J. Donnelly, J. J. 
Rossiter, H. J. Voisey, T. E. Collingwood, D. 
F. Kent, G. Nickerson, C. E. Blackmore, J. 
Connolly, J. Prowse, A. McHale, G. T. Carty, 
P. J. Kent, J. Pidgeon, P. Dempsey, A. Doyle, 
J. C. Strang, J. Moore, J. J. Aylward, \\Tm. 
McCarthy, Jas. Sullivan, M. Kent, \\T. \Vood-
ford, J. Taaf.e, V. P. Burke, J. Mahoney, \V. 
l\lahoney, J. Ryan, J. Armstrong, \\1. Geary. 
His Excellency the Governor (Sir \Vm. Mac-
Gregor), who had been on an official tour to 
Labrador, and was coming back h·y train yes-
terday, wired President Ryan ~of h.is intention 
to be pres~ent at the banquet if the train arrived 
in time, and was fortunately able to achieve his 
purpose, and to add his testimony, in a brief 
but · effective address, to the chorus of apprecia-
tion of the Society's \vork voiced by speakers 
last evening who are not identjfied with it, but 
endorse its labours from a profound recognition 
of their value to the comtnunity. 
His Lordship the Chief Justice (Sir \V m. Hor-
wood), who took part in the morning's exercises 
and had also arranged to attend the banquet and 
speak on that occasion, was called from the city 
on an urgent matter during the afternoon, and 
was therefore, unfortunately, absent. But his 
note of regret contained a very hearty expression 
of his recognition of the educational work of 
the B. I. S. and the Christian Brothrers. 
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Report of the Officers of the Benevolent Irish Society 
for the Year ending February 17, 1907. 
-y~ our officers beg to congratulate the Society 
on the attainment of the IO·Ist anniversary of its 
foundation, and to submit the follo\ving report 
for our term of office :-
Tl1e incon1ing· of our Centennial year \vas Yery 
fittingly marked by a Yisit to the Society, in 
n1eeting assembled, on l~ebruary 17th last year, 
of a deputation from the l\Icchanics', British, 
rl'otal 1\bstinence, Star of the Sea, and ~t. 
Andre\v's Societies, and the Church of England 
Institute, conveying the congratulation~ of these 
bodies on this important epoch having been 
reached in our history, and \vis bing furtl1er 
years of usefulness in the \vork in \vhich the 
Society is engaged. Like expressions of syrn-
pathy and support \vere received from the Holy 
N arne Society, Empire Lodge, Sons of Eng-land 
Benefit Society, and the l\Icthodist College 
Literary Institute, \vhilst an especially \vartn and 
much appreciated messag-e \Yas recci y·ed fron1 
the Superior-General of the Christian Brothers 
at Ireland. 
The annual parade of the Society \\·as held on 
St. Patrick's Day, the general feeling of g·ood-
\vill being again exemplified by the band of the 
Church Lads' I3rigadc heading the procession 
and giving their services free, the Catholic 
Cadet Corps Band being also in the parade. 
l\Iarching fron1 the Hall to the Deanery (St. 
Patrick's), the complitnents of the Society \vere 
duly tendered the \"enerablc Dean and clerg-y, 
and the procession haYing· proceeded to GoYern-
ment House, a most gracious \velcome was 
received from His Excellency Sir \i'~/illiam lYiac-
Gregor, \vho was most pronounced in his 
opinion as to the value of the work of the 
institution and its prospects in the future. Higl1 
l\Iass \vas attended at the Cathedral. His 
Grace Archbishop Ho,vley \vas celebrant, and 
also gaye a most scholarly discourse on the 
"' Saint of the day. 1\t the Episcopal Library the 
respects of t~c body \vcrc tendered his Grace by 
the !_)resident, and the usual interesting· and 
instructive response \vas made bv the Societv 's 
distinguished Patron. Rev. I~.r~. Slatter\ also 
.I 
addressed the g4 athering- in a happy speech, in 
\vhich l1e paid high tribute to the results of the 
Socictv 's labours. 
~ 
Or1 l\'lay 27th, at the adjourned _ quarterly 
meeting, resolutions complimenting John E. 
Redmond, the leader of the Irish people, on his 
exertions on their behalf in the ca usc of I I orne 
Rule, and cxpressinR the earnest hope of the 
mernbers of tl1is Society that the great boo11 
\vould shortly be obtained, \verc passed, and a 
copy duly for\varded to l\'ir. Redmond. 
On Sunday, June 24th, in common \vith the 
representatiYes of the other Societies, your offi-
cers attended at the ccren1ony of the blessing of 
the ne\v chime of bells recently imported for the 
Cathedral. 
I~esolutions of condolence to the \Yido\v and 
family of the late lamented Irish patriot, l\Iichacl 
Davitt, \vere passed at a special n1c tting of the 
Society, held on July I I th, and, in accordance 
\vith tl1e resolutions, copies \vere sent to lVIrs. 
Davitt and to l\rlr. John E. Rcdtnond. 
On Thursday, July Igth, the forn1al cele-
brating of the Centenary~ of the Society's birth 
took place, and each and every item of the day's 
programme was carefully arranged and most 
successfully carried out. The forenoon \vas de-
voted to the formal opening- and blessing of the 
O'Donel Hall by His Grace 1\.rchbishop Ho\vley, 
\vho made a very pleasing rcvie\v of the history 
of the Society. Speeches \vere also made by the 
President and \Ticc-l)resident, His I.Jordship 
Chief Justice Sir \7\T. H. Hor\vood, Rev. Dr. 
Curtis (Methodist Superintendent of Education), 
Rev·. J. E. Ryan (Superior of Christian Brothers, 
St. John's), Hon. E. l\,1. J ackn1an, ~)rcsiden t of 
the Star of the Sea j\ssociation (representing 
sister Societies), and Hon. Sir E. I). ~~Iorris, 
l\~Iinister of Justice. In the afternoon sports 
\vere held on St. Georg-e's l~icld, and at night 
in the theatre flat some t\vo hundred members 
and guests sat doYvn to a \veil-prepared banquet, 
\vhich \vas terminated by a list of appropriate 
toasts, treated \vith speeches of an unusually 
high order. 
Amongst the g·ucsts present \\Tcrc :- Hjs Ex-
cellency the Governor, Sir \\T m. lVIacGrcgor, 
CEN1~ENARY BENEVOLENt IRISH SOCjETY OF ST. ]OHN1 S 1 N.F. 
His Grace Archbishop Ho\vley, Rt. Rev. 1\Ion-
signors \.,. eitch and Bro\vn, representing re-
spectively the Dioceses of Harbor Grace and St. 
Georg·e's; Rev. Canon Dunfield, of the Angli-
can; Rev. Dr. Curtis, of the 1\Iethodist, and 
Rev. Dr. Robertson, of tl1e Presbyterian 
Churches of the city; Rev. E. J. Ryan, C.C., 
of Kilcommon, Thurles, Tipperary, Ireland; 
Rev. David O'Connor, of St. I)atrick:'s Church, 
l\Iiddlesboro ', England; Rev. I~r. Coffee, S. J., 
of 1\Iontreal, Canada; Rev. lVI . .J. Ryan, l)h.D., 
of Rochester, N.Y.; Rev. Bro. Hennessey 
(Asst. Superior-General), and Rev. Bro. Frisby 
(Secretary), of the Christian Brothers, Dublin; 
Rev. Bro. Ryan (Superior of St. l)atrick's Hall 
and Holy Cross Schools); Rev. Bro. Slattery 
(Superior l\,1 t. Cashel Industrial School), Rev. 
Bro. Culhane (Principal St. I3onaventure's Col-
lege), Rev. I3ro. Hurley (St. l)atricl<:'s Hall 
School), Hon. l\1r. Justice Johnson, of the 
Supreme Co uri ; lVI. l). (i i b b s, Esq. , l\ I a yo r of 
St. John's ; .J. J. 0 '13ricn, Esq. (Secretary of 
the Charitable Irish Society of Halifax, K.S.); 
the Presidents of the British, St. 1\ndre\v's, Star 
of the Sea and Total Abstinence Societies and 
Church of England Institution, and representa-
tives Of the l~rCSS, nearly all of \Vhom spoke to 
the different toasts. The presence of the visi-
tors from other countries \Vas a matter of specjal 
pleasure, and the Society \vas particularly 
honoured in having an opportunity of meeting 
the Assistant Superior General of the Christian 
E.rothers, Rev. Mr. Hennessy, \vhose address on 
the occasion of the banquet \vas one of the chief 
items of the celebration. To the various Sub-
Committees, \vho all contributed to the day 
being such a success, very great credit is due, 
and the Society is especially indebted to the 
gentlemen of the Memorial \T olume Committee, 
whose untiring labours produced such splendid 
financial results. 
In conjunction \vith the representatives of the 
sister Societies, your officers \vere present at 
Harbor Grace at the ceremony of the consecra-
tion of His Lordship Bishop l\Iarch, participat-
ing in the different items of the celebration 
organized in honour of the event, and attending 
and presenting· the congratulations of the Society 
at the reception held by the ne\vly-elected pre-
late. \\Thilst at Harbor Grace \Ve called 011 
Denis Shea, I~sq., the venerable I) resident of 
our sister body in Conception Bav, and tendered 
..; . 
the compliments and good \vishes of this Society 
to himself and brother and members, lVIr. Shea 
heartily reciprocating. 
On the 27th of November \Ve attended the 
solemn High l\'Iass at the Catl1edral for the re-
pose of the soul of the late Rev. R. B. I~"'len1ing, 
\Vho for very many years \vas Superior of the 
Order of Christian Brotl1ers in this country, 
and who died in Ireland. The reverend brother 
\vas a very great friend of the Society, and an 
able and earn\2st educator. 
On the same date \Ye \vcrc present as a guard 
of honour at the funeral of the late Rev. I). l\'1. 
O'Connor, l").l). of Burin, \vho \vas one of the 
first pupils of the Cl1ristian Brothers in this 
country, and \vl1o had been especially active in 
connection \vith the ex-pupils' fund for the 
O 'J)oncl l\Iemorial HalL 
\i\Thilst congratulating the Society on the 
addition to the roll since our last report of forty-
three members, a number -vvhich, in Yie\v of the 
additional burdens of the institution, '"-e hope to 
see largely increased during the con1ing· tern1, 
we reg·ret to have to record the death of three 
n1e1nbers, viz., Messrs. D. I~rancis McGary, 
\\l m. t\. Slattery, and John T. Callahan. In 
each instance the last tribute of respect was paid 
the deceased by y~our officers attending the 
funeral as a guard of honour. 
During the year the O'Donel Memorial Hall 
\vas taken possession of for the purpose of the 
Society. The building has quite realised the 
expectations of all, and the contractors are 
deserving of praise for the excellent n1anner in 
which they have carried out th~eir work. 
Concerning the different departments of the 
Society \Ve are pleased to be in a position to 
report a most healthy condition of affairs on all 
sides. 
From the Report of the School Com111ittec, 
and the communication from the Superior of the 
Christian Brothers, it will be seen that the high 
standard of excellence for \vhich the schools arc 
nO\V SO deservedly noted is being still main-
tained-a fact \vhich is \veil attested bv tl1e con-
tinued and increasing demands fro~ the dif-
ferent business firms of the city for pupils of the 
schools. The opening of the ne\v schools in the 
O'Donel Hall" has greatly facilitated the ,,,.ork of 
the Brothers, as \veil as afforded an openincr for 
admission to the schools to a large numb~r of 
boys \vho could not previously be accom-
modated. 
rrhe \VOrk of the Industrial Department con-
. . . -
t1nues 111 a satisfactory manner, and the report of 
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the School Committee sho\vs that this sectio11 of 
the Society has afforded help to many poor 
people at a season of the year \vhen it was very 
mucr1 needed. 
'fo the officers and members of the Literary 
and Amusemer1t Committee the thanks of the 
Society are due for the very great \vork done by 
them durir1g the year. Besides making con-
siderable and expensive improvements in the 
Club Rooms, this Committee handed over to 
the Society the sum of $r,ooo.oo during their 
term of office. A large proportion of the suc-
cess of the Committee mav be attributed to the 
... 
efforts of the Society's Dramatic Company, and 
to the ladies and gentlemen of the troup vvho 
have so freely given their time and talent in the 
cause of the institution, and also to those mem-
bers of the Committee \vho so materially as-
sisted them, the Society is deeply indebted. In 
this connection we are glad to be in a position 
to state that the ne\v exit from the rear of the 
hall has at length been completed, and has 
proven a most convenient and attractive 
addition. 
\ T ery considerable improvements haYe been 
n1ade .in the club rooms during the year, parti-
cularly with a vie·w to catering to the literary 
tastes of the members, and it is to be hoped that 
this attempt to more fully meet their require-
ments will be rewarded by a large increase in 
mernbership and a corresponding increase in tl1c 
receipts from the rooms. 
· The Committee appointed to consider the 
· matter of a revision of the rules are no\v busily 
engaged, and hope to hand in their report be-
fore the expiration of the term of the annual 
rneeting. 
By reference to the Treasurer's statement, it 
\vill be seen that the total receipts for the year 
have been $3,769.00, expenditure $4,533.84, so 
that the balance on hand at the beginning of the 
year of $944.61 has been reduced· to $I79·77· 
The total liabilities of the Society, unfor-
tut1ately, cannot just at present be estimated, 
O\ving to the extensive repairs to the roof and 
\valls of St. Patrick's Hall not being completed. 
The contractors hope to have the w·ork finished 
in early spring, \vhen an account will at once be 
furnished. Altogether the year just closed has 
been a highly satisfactory one, and in retiring 
from office we do so with the confidence that, 
despite the very heavy obligations assumed by 
the Society in the furtherance of its objects, the 
completion of the first year of our second cen-
tury has demonstrated beyond doubt that age 
has not diminished the vigour and enthusiasm 
of the institution; that the spirit of ot1r founders 
still lives within our ranks, and will continue 
to become stronger and more determined with 
the passing of time; and that the century on 
which \Ve have no\v embarked \viii be even more 
glorious in its results than the one vvhicl1 has 
just passed. 
On behalf of the officers, 
Respectfully submitted, 
J. D. RYANJ President. 
\i\T. J. HIGGINS} Secretary. 
S~t. J:>atricl-~/s Hall} 
February 18, 1907. 
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List of the Original Members of the Newfoundland 
Irish Society, 1806. 
• 
CAPT. WINCI{WORTH ToNGE, PresidEnt. 
LIEUTENANT-COL. JoHN MuRRAY, Vice-P,resident. 
:rvlR. JosEPH CHURCH, First Assist. ~7ice-President. 
LIEUT. JOl-IN McKELLOP, Secon,d Assist. Vice-IJreside1tt. 
1\/IR. HENRY SHEA, Secretary. 
J AS. McBRAIRE, Esq., 1,reasurer . 
COMMITTEE OF CHARITY. 
\Villiam Elmes, Esq., first member 
Major \Villi am Healey, second member. 
Dr. David Duggan, third n1ember 
CoMMirrEE OF REVIEW AND CoREESPO:\DEi\CE. 
Rev. Michael O'Donel, first member 
Dr. Coughlan, second member 
Mr. Patrick Ryan, third member 
Thomas lVIeagher, fourth member Mr. Fade Goff, fourth member 
l\Ir. John Murray, fifth member and Secretary Joseph Costello, fifth member and Secretary 
Lieut. John McK,ellop, an honorary member 
Ar1nstrong, \ \ Tillian1 
Burke, John 
Brophy, John 
Burns, Thos. 
Barry, Richard 
Brazil, Patrick 
I3ulger, Thos. 
Biggs, Jeremiah 
Briscoe, John 
Bowerman, John 
Barry, John 
Bulger, John 
Brien, David (Aug. 18) 
Burns, Mr., Purser H.l\1. S. 
"Rattler" (Feb. I 7) 
Brien, Wm. 
Codd, Capt. Thomas 
Church, Joseph 
Connors, Dr. 
Costello, Joseph 
Costello, Thomas 
Conroy, Gerard 
Coady, Richard 
Connolly, \Valter 
Condon, Edward 
Coyle, Richard 
Coughlan, Dr. 
Co,ug l1lan, \\l illian1 
Conroy, William 
Christopher, Thomas 
Clancy, John 
Cleary, Rev. A. 
Carroll, Mr., Surgeon H.l\l.S. 
"Rattler" (F·eb. 17) 
Duggan, Dr. 
Douglas, Patrick 
Duggan, Henry 
Dowsley, John 
Doyle, Morgan 
Doyle, Arthur 
Dwyer, Martin 
Delaney, John 
Doyle, Edmond 
Dwyer Thos. (mason) 
Dooley, Dooley 
Dwyer, Thos (cooper) 
Elmes, \A/illiam 
Elliot, Thomas 
Ewer, Rev. Mr. 
English, Mr. 
Farrell, Michael 
Foley, M.artin 
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11lannery, Patrick 
Foley, Thomas 
Flann·ery, Timothy 
Fitzgerald, Martin 
Foley, James 
Fitzgerald, John 
Flood, John 
Forbush, Thomas 
F1eming, Patrick 
Fitzpatrick, Rev. 1\Ir. 
Flynn, Dominic 
Farrell, John (mason) 
Gleeson, Matthew 
Godfrey, W. Antl1ony 
Goff, Fade 
Goff, William 
Hearn, Jeremiah 
Hammil, Robert 
Hanlon, Michael 
Heaney, Richard 
Heafey, Major 
Hogan, \Villiam 
Harteny, Darby 
.Hayes, James 
Hennessy, Matthew 
Hailie, Alexr. (May 17) 
Howlett, John 
, . 
.. 
List of Original Members- contd. 
Ivory, George 
Irwin, vValter 
Kielly, Laurence 
Kielly, William 
Kelly, Michael 
Kavanagl1, Joseph 
K.earney, Edmond 
Kenedy, D·enis 
Kearney, Matthew 
Kennedy, John 
Kenny, James 
Kavanagh, Patrick 
Lane, James 
Long, William 
Larkin, Edward 
Lambert, Rt. Rev. Dr. (Nov. 
17) 
Lawler, Stephen 
Langley, John (Nov. 17) 
Murray, Colonel Jol1n 
Meath, Garrett 
Meagl1er, Thomas 
Murphy, P.atrick, Riverhead 
Murphy, James 
Mealey, John 
l\1urphy, Michael 
l\1urphy, Francis 
l\fullowney, Thomas 
Mayne, John 
lVIolloy, Edward 
Murphy, John 
Murphy, James 
Mara, Michael 
Meagher, Thomas 
Mabin, \i\Tilliam 
Morris, Matthew 
Murphy, Denis 
M ullowney, William 
Maddock, Luke 
Murray, John 
Murphy, Michael 
Murphy, John 
l\1urphy Pat. (P. & K.) 
Mullowney, William 
Morrin, Patrick 
M ullowney, William 
Mackey, Edward 
Moore, Adjutant 
Mullowney, John 
Morris Geoffrey 
Murphy, Walter 
Marrits, Mr. 
. McLoughlan, James 
McBraire, J am,es 
McBraire, J os. J no. 
McLoughlan, John 
MciCellop, John 
'McGrath, Patrick 
l\1cCarthy, Charles 
11cCarthy, William 
McGrath, Denis 
lVfcCurdy, John 
Neill, Constantine 
O'Donel, Right Rev. Dr. 
O'Don·el, Rev. Michael 
O'Rork·e, James 
O'Hara, James 
O'Brien, _Samuel 
O'Brien, Denis 
O'Regan, Morgan 
Power, James 
Power, Charles 
Power, \Villiam 
Picket, Michael 
Phelan, John 
Power, John 
P~errin, Barrington 
Power, Patricl{ (Rahe) 
Phelan, Rev. Mr. 
Power, Thomas, sen. 
Power, Thomas, jun. 
Power, Patrick (lVIay 18) 
Power, Patrick 
Picket, Michael 
Quick, Cornelius 
Richards, William 
Ryan, John 
Russ·ell, Thomas 
Ryan, Daniel 
Ryan, John 
Ryan, Patrick 
Reader, John (cooper) 
Redmond, Patrick 
Richardson, Thomai 
Redigan, James 
Ryan, Thomas 
Roderick, William 
Ryan, William 
Ryan, Thomas (Torbay) 
Rowe, Robert 
Reardon, Peter 
Scott, John 
Shea, Henry 
Smitl1, John 
Shea, Dr. 
. St. John, Oliver 
Sweeny, Owen 
Tonge, Capt. \i\Tinckvvorth 
Tracey, Daniel 
Tallis, John 
Tremble, Surgeon 
\\T alsh, Capt. \\Tilliam 
Wybault, M. E. 
Walsh, William 
\V alsh, Michael 
\Valsh, Patrick 
\V alsh, Michael 
Wall, John 
\Varren, Patrick 
White, Capt. John 
• 
Whitty, James 
Whelan, Nicholas 
Walsh, T. & John 
\Vhittycomb, .\Villiam 
Wall, P. Johr. 
... . . --:: 
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OFFICERS. 
President-RoN. J. D. RYAN, 11.L.C. 
Vice-President-]. M. KENT} B.A., IZ.C., 1·1.H.A. 
First Assist Vice-Pres.-J. RYAN, C.E. 
Secretary-W. J. HIGGINS. 
Chairman of Schools-E. ]. RAWLINS .. 
Chairma1~ of Charity-JAs. DALY. 
Second Assist Vice-Pres.-J. P. KELLY. 
Treasurer-M. A. McCARTHY. 
Chairman of Revie1~ and Corresp.-P. 11' . MooHE. 
Secretary of Schools-\V. S . . Du~PHY. 
Arn1strong, Thomas 
Aylward, \\1illiam 
Aylward, MI. F. 
Aylward, Timothy 
Aylward, James 
Alsop, Robert 
Ashley, Rev. J no. 
Aylward, Jno. J. 
Barron, Thomas J. 
Bates, J as. J. 
Brownrigg, Garrett 
Bates, Thomas 
Burfett, Thomas 
Bearns, William E. 
Berrigan, · Patrick J. 
Byrne, J as. H. 
Barron, Denis 
Brown, Philip 
Brownrigg, Henry J. 
Burk~e, Vincent P. 
Brennan, James 
Bo·ggan, James, jun. 
Billingsby, \Villiam · 
Byrne, MI. J. 
Bambrick, M. 
Burke, Nor bert 
Brophy, Henry J. 
Bulley, Gordon 
Buckley, James 
Barter, Jon as C. 
Burke, William 
Buck, Patrick 
Brophy, William E. 
Brazil, Fred A. 
Blake, Joseph 
MEMBERS. 
Carter, Ed ward F. 
Crowd ell, J aU"les 
Clancey, Richard 
Callahan, John J. 
Cashin, MI. P., M.H.A. 
Connors, Patrick 
Carroll, William J. 
Crotty, James P. 
Curtin, Jno. P. 
Carty, Geo. T., 11-.H.A. 
Cantwell, Joseph 
Connors, Frank J. 
Carew, J o·hn 
Curran, John 
Cormack, John 
Cash, Jno. P. 
Cotter, J no. J. 
Coady, Thomas 
Curtin, Daniel 
Cox, Charles J. 
Conway, Thomas 
Canning, Fred J. 
Carty, Paul, Insp. 
Comerford, William B. 
Collins, Patrick F. 
Cox, James 
Cantwell, J os. 
~ Callanan, J no. J. 
Callanan, John T. 
Connolly, MI. 
Carroll, MI. F. 
Callahan, Jno. 
Co·nnolly, J no·. J. (No. I) 
Cullen, Stan. 
Cahill, Cyril J~. 
Coady, Joseph 
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Carter, Thos. H. 
Culhane, Rev. Bro. 
Conway, Rev. Bro. 
Curran, Rev. E. F. 
Catnpbell, John 
Campbell, Dr. Alex. 
Coady, NO\ J. 
Connolly, J no. J. (No. 2) 
Coady, Rev. J. J. 
Creamer, J. . 
Clarke, Rev. M. J., P. I). 
Callanan, Fred 
Condon, John 
Carter, Patr:ck 
·Dooley, M. J. 
Dwyer, Jno., M.H.A. 
Devine, M. A. 
Draper, W. G. 
Devereux, Ed. 
Dyer, M. . 
Dalton, P. J. 
Dalton, J no. 
Donnelly, M. J. 
Daly, James 
Devine, P. K. 
Davis, James 
Dunphy, \Villian1 S. 
Dee, J. H. 
Delaney, Capt. P. 
Donnelly, John 
Denief, Patrick 
Dooley, J no. M. ~ 
Day, John 
Donn~elly, J as. J. 
Doyle, Alan 
Benevolent Irish Sociey, 1906. 
Dempsey, Patricl< 
Deady, I~" rank 
l)uffy, MI. 
Devine, J no. lVI. 
J)\vyer, Fred 
Darcy1 James 
Downs, Geo. F. 
Doran, Thomas 
Ellis, W m. J., NI. I-I. A. 
Ellis, Charles 
Fitzpatrick, John 
Fitzgibbon, Thomas 
Flynn, J no. F. 
Flynn, Prof. D. A. 
Farrell, Thomas 
. Furlong, L. O'B. 
Furlong·, Ed. F. 
Fennell, R. 
Fitzgibbon, Joseph 
Flynn, M. T. 
Fyme, Rev. Fr. 
Firth, \Villiam 
Fox, Jas. W. 
Foley, J as. T. 
Fahey, P. ]. 
Greene, MI. l{. 
Galway, J as. J. 
Greene, Mort. 
Galway, Denis 
Grace, J no. P. 
Greene, Hon. D. J., l\I. l.A. C. 
Geary, William 
Grace, William 
Grace, MI. 
Gill, Dr. Fred D. 
Haw, James 
Halley, Willian1 J. 
Hearn, John 
Harris, James 
Harris, Thomas B. 
Halley, Geo. H. 
Hackett, J no. \V. 
Howley, \Villi am R. 
Harris, William J. 
Howlett, H·enry J. _ 
Hoskins, Edward J. 
Higgins, W. J. 
Hanley, James 
Hanley, Philip J. 
Howlett, \Villiam 
Hayes, J no. \V. 
Harris, \ i\lilliam G. 
Howley, Jas. 
Higgins, E. J. 
Ho\vlett, Dr. Charles J. 
Harris, John, jun. 
Hanrahan, Jos .. P. 
Houlihan, Jas. P. 
Jackman, Hon. E. l\1., l\'1. H. t\. 
Jordan, P. \'1. 
Jackman, William H. 
Jackman, David A. 
Joy, William 
Jackman, Frank J. 
Jackman, Tobias 
James, P. J. 
Joy, Samuel 
Jardine, Charles 
Kickham, Est. C., sen. 
Kickham, Est. C., jun. 
K·eating, Jno. S. 
Kelly, M. J. 
Kent, Jas. M., IZ.C., M.H.A. 
Kenny, James 
Kavanagh, Garrett 
Kennedy, Rev. A. P. 
Kent, Thomas 
Kavanagh, Thomas 
Kinsella, J no. \V. 
Kennedy, Thos. J. 
Kielley, Ed. J. 
Kelly, Jno. P. 
Kent, Dani·el F. 
Kent, Joseph P. 
Kennedy, Dr. W. 
Kelly, Patrick E. 
Kennedy, M. J. 
Kent, Matthew 
Kearney, George 
Knight, Georg-e 
Kelly, James J. 
Kielley, John 
Kelly, John 
Keefe, Philip 
Kelly, Charles 
Kielley, William F.· 
Knight, Arthur B. 
Kinsella, P. J. 
Kelly, Edward 
Kelly, Thomas 
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Laracy, Patrick 
Linegar, Willi a tn 
Larkin, John \\1• 
Leary, M. J. 
Lawlor, M. F. 
Moore, ·Robert 
McGrath, Patrick 
McLoughlan, Hon. J., 1\l.l~.C. 
Morris, Hon. Sir E. P., I<. C., 
M.H.A. 
Morris, His Honor Frank J., 
K.C., M.H.A. 
Malone, Maurice 
McGrath, Patrick T. 
M·oore, Philip F. 
Murphy, John I; . 
Maher, James J. 
Mulcahy, John 
McCardle, John 
Murphy, rfhos. ] 
McGrath, Jas. J. 
McGrath, Thon1as 
Maher, Patrick 
Murphy, Patrick 
Morrissey, Henry A. 
McCarthy, MI. A. 
Moore, John 
McEvoy, MI. J. 
• 
McGrath, Richard T. 
Malo·ne, E. J. 
Murphy, MI. 
McHale, Edvvin 
l\1cCarthy, John J. 
McGrath, John 
Myler, Patrie]< J. 
McCarthy, Walter 
Murphy, John J. 
Murphy, MI. F. 
McNamara, Frank 
Maher, John 
Myrick, M. \i\T. 
l\1cCarthy, P. J. 
. .. 
Murphy, W. J. 
~1ahony, John J. 
Mitchell, H. Dusquesne] 
Murphy, J. J. (No. 2) 
Meehan, John 
McGary, D. F. 
Murphy, M. J. 
Morris, M. J. 
McGrath, R. T., jun. 
McNamara, Rev. J. 
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McGuire, Geo. 1~ . 
l\IcN amara, John (No. 1) 
Meehan, Willian1 P. 
Marshall, J no. J. 
Murphy, .J no. 
McCourt, Philip 
Morrissey, Peter 
McRae, D. A. 
Murphy, N. J. 
MeN amara, J no. (No. 2) 
Morris, Thomas 
Mahony, William J. 
McLoughlan, Dr. Jas. r>. 
Nash, John 
Nichols, Capt. 
Nash, Thomas 
Norris, James 
Nickerson, Geo. 
Norris, J. J. 
O'Donn~ell, Est. Jas. 
O'Flanagan, Martin 
O'Dea, MI. 
O'Reilly, Jno. J. 
O'Dea, John V. 
O'Neill, Thos. H . . 
0 'Driscoll, P. C. 
0 'Reilly, Joseph 
O'Mara, M. J. 
O'Bri,en, Insp. \Villiam 
O'R,egan, Ml. 
O'Driscoll, MI. 
0 'Toole, MI. 
O'Mara, Thos. J. 
O'K,eefe, Charles V. 
O'Neil, Roger 
O'Hara, M. J. 
O'Brien, Sylvester 
O'Mara, Peter 
O'Driscoll, Patrick 
O'Neil, MI. 
0 'Brien, J no. J. 
0 'Reilly, J no. 
O'Reilly, MI. F. 
0 'Neil, William 
Power, M. (No. 1) 
• 
Pumphrey, Capt. \\t. 
Parker, Jas. F. 
I)o-vver, l\1. (No. 2) 
Pidgeon, Jas. 
I)ippy, J. C. 
Phelan, \i\Tilliam J. 
Power, R c C. 
Phippard, Richard 
Parker, John F. 
Power, Geo. F. 
Peddle, John 
Prowse, John 
Power, Thos. J. 
Power, Jno. T. 
Payne, William 
Pedigrew, Henry 
Ryan, \ r ery Rev. Dean 
Ryan, Hon. J. D., l\rl. I..J. C. 
Rawlins, Ed. J. 
Rahall, Jno. 
Ryan~ Jno, C.E. 
Ryan, Thomas 
Ryan, Jno. F. 
Ryan, Rev. J. E. 
Ryan, James 
Ryan, William J. 
Rooney, John 
Rossiter, John J. 
Ring, Thomas 
Reddy, R. H. 
Ryan, Frank 
Rodgers, Richard 
Ryan, Joseph 
Renouf, Chas. H. 
Royle, William V. 
Rolls, Thomas J. 
Ryan, Samuel G. 
Shea, Patrick J. 
Slattery J no. L. 
Summers, M. J. 
Scanlan, Ed. K. 
Sparrow, Sergt. Robert 
St. John, Jno. J. 
Shortis, Henry :F'. 
Summers, P. J. 
Summers, Denis 
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Savage, J no. 
Smyth, Thomas 
Summers, John 
Shortall, William P. 
Slattery, Rev. J. L. 
Scully, Dr. \i\1. 
Sheehan, John 
Saunders, John 
Scott, John P., M. H.i\. 
Shortall, John 
Slattery, \V. A. 
Savin, w.· B. 
Smith, Arthur 
Sexton, J. J. 
Sinnott, J no. J. 
Sage, Charles I; . 
Shallow, MI. 
l'obin, Michael 
'"fobin, J as. J. 
Turner, Capt. Jno. 
Tobin, William H. 
Taafe, J osep_h 
Traynor, Geo. F. 
Thistle, J no. 
Taafe, William P. 
Tobin, Roger 
Tobin, Jno. 
Vinico,mbe, James 
Vinicombe, Nicholas J. 
\Valsh, Capt. Nicholas 
\Valsh, Patrick 
\Valsh, Edward 
\i\l alkins, Joseph 
\V alshJ John M. 
White, John 
White, Matthe-vv 
\Vall, Thomas J. 
Walsh, William · P. 
\Villiams, T. G. 
vVhitty, Edward 
Walsh, .Patrick A. 
vValsh, Denis 
Walsh, Luke 
Williams, Richard 
I 
LIST OF DE PUT\' SHERIFFS. 
Residence. Districts. 
~,er.ry land . . . . . . .. . .. Ferry land ........... ... .. . . 
Mobile ................. . ,, ................. . 
Fermeuse . . . . . . . . . . . . ,, ................. . 
St. Mary's........... . Placentia & St.Mary's 
St. Bride's........... . , , 
Salmonier . . . .. . . . . . . , , 
Placentia . . .. . . . . . . . , , 
Presque .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . , , 
Oderin ... _.............. , , 
Flat Island........... Burin ... ...................... . 
Burin ................... , , 
St. Lawrence........ , , 
Lawn ................... . 
" 
,, 
Lamaline ............ . 
" " ' Grand Bank ........ . 
'' " 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT. 
Names. 
George Geary 
John T. Fitzgerald 
William Trainer 
J. J. Bishop 
Walter Young 
Francis R. Curtis 
M. lVforrissey 
Peter Manning 
Ho·ward Parsons 
Stephen White 
Cyrus Beck, sr. 
Joseph Murphy 
William G. Pittman 
Eli Harris 
I Residence. 
St. Jacques ................ .. 
Belleoram ................ . 
Push through ......... .. 
Harbor Breton ......... . 
Burgeo ...................... . 
Ramea ....................... . 
Rose Blanche ........... .. 
Channel ................... .. 
Codroy ...................... .. 
Grand River .............. . , 
Robinson's Head ...... .. 
St. George, Sandy Pt. 
Wood's Island ........... .. 
Bay of Islands ........... . 
Bonne Bay ................... J 
Districts. 
Fortune Bay ............. .. 
'' .............. . 
', •••••••••••••• It 
'' ............. .. 
Burgeo and La Poilc 
'' .............. . 
'' ............... . 
'' •••••••••••••• 0 
St. George .................. .. 
'' ....... ............ . 
'' ........... . 
'' ........... . 
, , ................... . 
t' ............ . 
St. Barbe ........... .. 
Names. 
. ......................... . 
William Grandy 
Joseph Camp 
Benjamin Chapman 
AI bert Kelland 
Matthew Nash 
Prosper A. Garcien 
James H. Wilcox 
Henry Gallop 
Thomas B. Doyle 
Abraham Tiller 
M. E. Messervey 
Simeon J ennox 
Daniel J. Gilker 
Geo. Halfyard 
l - -------------~--------------------------------------~~--------------------------~------- -~~--~--------~-
' 
Residence. Districts. 
St. Anthony........ St. Barbe .................. .. 
Conche .............. .. , 
La Scie.................. ,, .................... . 
Tilt Cove . .. .. .. . ... . Twilling ate ............. . 
Little Bay ......... .. 
" Little Bay IslandE 
'' Pilley's Island ... .. . ,
Leading Tickles .. . 
" New Bay ............. . 
'' Botwood ville .... .. 
'' Exploits ........... .. , 
Lewisport .......... . 
Twillingate ......... . 
'' Moreton's Harbor , 
Fogo ..................... Fogo 
............................ 
Barr'd Island ...... 
" 
······· ................ .. . 
Seldom -Come-by .. 
" 
••••••••••• •••••••••• 0 •••• 
Change Islands .. 
Gander Bay ....... .. 
'' ......................... . 
~~s~r1~T~g~:~~~~ } , ......................... . 
, .......................... 
Pinchard's Island Bonavista .................. . 
Wesleyville .......... . 
............... { 
'' 
Pool's Island ....... . , 
Greenspon d .. ...... . . 
'' Glovertown .......... . 
'' 
................... 
Gambo .................. . , 
Brooklyn .............. . 
" 
..................... 
Salvage ............ .. ,, 
Alexander Bay ... . ,, ................... 
King's Cove ........ .. 
" 
................... 
November, 1904, 
NORTHERN DISTRICT. 
Names. 
James Johnson 
................. .. .......... 
Wm. A. Toms 
Constable T. Walsh 
Thos. E. Wells 
Peter Camp bell 
rrhomas Roberts 
William Lanning 
Peter Moores 
J. T. Bendle 
George S. Lilly 
Alfred G. Young 
William Baird 
Ambrose Fitzgerald 
George Foster 
Ph ili n Perry 
. T ohn Porter 
Robert Pike 
Adam Bradley 
Jacob Hefferton 
Wm. Sainsbury 
Peter Roberts 
........................... 
Thos. W ornell 
Charles Kean 
······ ·· .................. . 
Albert L. Howe 
John Burden 
.. ··········· ...... ········ 
Thomas Curtis 
I Residence. 
Bonavista ............... . 
Catalina .................. .. 
Trinity ..................... .. 
Bonaventure ............. . 
Northern Bight ........ . 
Britannia Cove .......... . 
Shoal Harbor ........... . 
Clarenville .. ................ . 
Foster's Point ........... . 
Bay Bull's Arm ..... .. 
Whit bourne ............ .. 
New Harbor-.............. .. 
Heart's Content ....... . 
Rant's Harbor ......... .. 
Old Perlican ............. .. 
Bay -de-V Prde .......... .. 
Lower Island Cove .. . 
Western Bay ............. . 
Carbonear ............... .. 
Harbor Grace ........... .. 
Spa.niard's Bay .......... . 
Bay Roberts .............. . 
Brigus ....................... . 
Conception Harbor ... 
Harbor Main ............. .. 
Holyrood ................... .. 
Middle Bight ............. .. 
Bell Isld-Lance Cv. 
Bell Island-Beach ... .. 
Portuga Cove ............. . 
Districts. 
Bonavista ................. .. 
Trinity ...................... .. 
'' ...................... . 
,, ...................... . 
,, ...................... . 
,, ....................... . 
, ' .............. ........... . 
'' ..................... .. 
,, ..................... . 
,, ...................... .. 
'' ...................... . 
'' ..................... .. 
'' ..................... .. 
,, ...................... .. 
Bay Verde .................. . 
', .................. . 
', ................... . 
'' ................... . 
Carbonear ................ . 
Harbor Grace ......... .. 
'' ......... .. 
'' ......... .. 
Port-de-Grave ......... .. 
l{a:rbor Grace ........... .. 
'' ............ . 
'' ............ . 
, ' ............ . 
St. John's East ........ .. 
'' ... .. ...... .. . 
', ............. . 
Names. 
Noah Verge 
Isaac Manuel 
J. W. James 
Noah Miller 
Edmond Benson 
R. Currie 
Caleb Tuck 
George Janes 
George Leawood 
........................... 
Eliel Noseworthy 
........................... 
Charles Rendell 
A. Targett 
Moses Bursey 
Reuben Curtis 
Eli Garland 
Ewen Kennedy 
Ernest Forward 
John Trapnell 
A. Hierlihy 
Benjamin Butler 
James Murphy 
William Maher 
William Butler 
A. E. Rees 
John H. Bennett 
Edward Harding 
JAMES CARTER, 
W. J. CARROLL, 
Sheriff, .Newfoundland. 
Sub=Sheriff, 
' ' 
• 
• 
ANGLO-AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY, 
(Est;abiished 1866.) LII.VIITED. 
F'ive Atlantic Cables (Auton1atic Duplex ~ystelll). 
_, 
-
- sm:u: ZUl - - u:nwm a 
OFFICES IN NEWFOUNDLAND: 
Broad Cove Admiral's Cove 
Aquaforte 
Avondale 
(South Shore) 
Broad Cove 
Channel 
Clarke's Beach 
East Wabana 
Fermeuse 
Long Harbor 
Mobile 
North Harbor 
Port-aux-Basque 
Placentia 
Salmonier 
Tilton 
Toad's Cove 
Topsail 
Trepassy 
Bay Bulls 
Bay-du-Nord 
Bay Roberts 
Bell Island 
Black River 
Brigus 
(Railway Station) 
Burg eo Ferry land 
Harbor Grace 
Heart's Content 
Holyrood 
l{elligrews 
West Wabana 
Western Junction 
w·itless Bay 
Brigus Junction 
Cape Broyle 
Cape Ray 
Caplin Bay 
Carbonear 
Conn River Pa Polle 
LOCAL TARIFF 
Placentia Junction 
Rantem 
Renews 
Rose Blanche 
Salmon Cove 
Whit bourne 
White Bear Bay 
Between the Compan~y's Offices in Newfoundland 20 ce11ts for the first ten words_, and 2 cents 
for each additional word. Address and Signature Free. 
Tariff for Places in U riited States and Canada.· 
For 10 Add. 
words word 
Alabama .................. $1 35 & llc 
Arizona Territory...... 1 60 13c 
· Arkansas ........... :...... 1 35 llc 
British Columbia . . . . . . 1 60 13c 
California . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 1 60 13c 
Colorado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 35 1lc 
Connecticut.............. 1 10 9c 
Delaware.................. 1 10 9c 
District of Columbia... 1 10 9c 
Florida . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 35 1lc 
Georgia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 35 11c 
Idaho Territory.. ..... .. 1 60 13c 
Illinois, Chicago . . . . . . 1 20 10c 
, other offices... 1 35 11c 
Indiana . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 1 20 10c 
Indian Territory .. . . . . 1 35 1lc 
Iowa............. ..... ...... 1 35 1lc 
Kansas. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. 1 35 11c 
Kentucky . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . 1 20 10c 
For 10 Add. 
worrls word 
Louisana .................. $1 35 & 11c 
Maine . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . 1 00 9c 
~fanitoba.................. 1 35 11c 
Maryland . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 1 10 9c 
Massachussetts . . . . . . . . . 1 10 9c 
l\fichigan.................. 1 20 10c 
Minnesota . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . 1 35 1lc 
Missouri . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 1 35 11c 
Montana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 1 35 11c 
Nebraska.................. 1 35 llc 
Nevada.................... 1 60 13c 
New Brunswick......... 85 70c 
New Hampshire ... ... 1 10 9c 
New Jersey. .. . . . . . . .. . . . . 1 10 9c 
New Mexico Territory 1 35 1lc 
New York .. . ... .. .... ... 1 10 9c 
North Carolina . . . . . . . . . 1 20 1 Oc 
North Dakota . . .. . . . . . 1 35 11c 
Nova Scotia .. . . . .. .. . . . 85 7 c 
For 10 Add. 
words word 
Ohio ........................ $1 20 & 10c 
Oklahon1a Territorv... 1 35 11c 
Ontario ................ ".... 90 8c 
Oregon... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 60 13c 
Pennsylvania . . . .. . .. . . . . 1 10 9c 
P. E. Island.............. 90 Sc 
Quebec . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . 90 8c 
Rhode Island............ 1 10 9c 
South Carolina . .. . . . . . . 1 20 l.Oc 
South Dal{:ota......... 1 35 11c 
Tenessee . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 35 11c 
Texas . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. 1 35 11c 
Utah Terri tory . .. .. . . . . 1 60 13c 
Vermount • o· . •• • .. • • ••• 1 10 9c 
Virginia .. . .. .. . . . . .. . . .. . 1 20 10c 
Washington.............. 1 60 13c 
West Virginia ..... .... 1 20 lOc 
Wisconsin . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . 1 35 11c w 
'Vyoming Territory . . . 1 35 1lc 
Cable Rates to follo"\Ving Places : 
BERMUDA ............ 46c. per word 
EAST INDIES: 
Colombo ............ 76 do. 
EUROPE: 
Denmark ............ 35 do. 
Germany ............ 25 do. 
Greece ............... 36 do. 
France ............... 25 do. 
Italy .................. 31 do. 
Norway ............. 35 do. 
NOTE.-In Code 
Portugal. ............ 39c. 
Spain ... ............. 38 
Sweden ............. 38 
United Kingdom .. 25 
SOUTH AMERICA : 
Bahia ............ $1 00 
l'ernambuco . . . 85 
BRITISH GUIAN.A. and 
'''EST INDIES: 
Antigua......... 92 
Messages words over ten 
Barbados ....... . 98c. per 'vord 
Cuba: Havana 27 do. 
per word 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Other offices 
Den1erara....... 1 
32 do. 
50 do. 
l CLO. 
do. 
Jamaica ........ . 
Porto Rico ..... . 
Santiago ...... . 
St. Thon1as .... . 
St. Vincent ... . 
do. Trinidad ..... .. 
letters count as two words. 
55 do. 
82 do. 
32 do. 
1 03 do. 
93 do. 
1 05 do. 
St. John's Central Office, Water Street, open on Sundays, noon to I p.m., and from 8 to 9 p.m., or 
until such hour as any business offering has been forwarded. 
Main Office-EXCHANGE BUILDING, WATER STREET. 
BRANCH OFFICES in direct communication (through Company's system) with all parts of the world, 
BALMORAL HOTEL, Opposite General Post Office, I MECHANICS' BUILDING, Water Street East. 
St. John's. .. 
R. o. SMITH~ Genel'al Sunel'intendent. 
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AND 
J. A. J. NOLETtS DISTILLERY, 
. . 
JEstabliabe() 1823. 
SCHIEDAM, HOLLAND, {;j BALTIMORE, U.S.A . 
• • 
I ' 
BRAND . 
. 
Sherry, ·Mantilla, Malaga, Oparta, and 
• 
Tarragana Wine Grawer and Shipper, 
. 
PUE·RTO DE SANTA MARIA (SPAIN). 
CELLAR AND 5HIFFING HOUSE IN 
PUERTO DE SANTA f\\ARlA (SFAIN). 
· I · -- · · ' · ) I 
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• ~ ~.: •• ·: 0 - . WE are experts in Boys' Clothing, 
hence the perfection of Style~ Cut~ and 
Material always to be found with us. . 
The increasing success of our 
Juvenile Clothing Department 
is largely due to the fact that we possess excep"' 
tiona! facilities for altering expeditiously any 
garment which may require adapting to individual · 
needs. We are glad to have the services of 
Competent T ailoresses in this matter~ and feel 
that our clients are well served. 
. ········ 
. ············ 
. ················· ···········' ··················· ................. . RAGLAN OVERCOAT 
. ... , , 
.. ······ 
-
Made to order in all the Newest 
Materials, from $13 to $20. 
. ; :::11·.11/lllillll/;il~\!lmmli!!llllilliliiflll 
. :, ; 1 ~·11 ·\1/111 ff!\\:~.Di\1·11111111111 u ::;mmmj ... 
.. il!ili·llllil/li,.lliij . ; 
. 1"[[1/lif(lllll ;. 
There is a Style all its own about the Clothing 
turned out in our Tailoring Department. 
~ ...... . -- -
THE 
,Tailor 
- ::::: = ·:. iiii!lliJ!!JJiii!W!!iiiEii!! 
C) \ :. /;:.:,:~--· 
Arcade Building, Water St.,&. corner Adelaide and New Gower Street St. John's. 
2 0 3 
• 
.. ,. 
• 
• 
• EIRAUD & 0. 
9Jrandy ~istillers 
and 8/iippers, 
EXPORTERS OF FOLLOWING BRAND-:-. 
• 
COGNAC. 
,.,.. 
..... 
T. BARLAND & CO., COGNAC, and 
-Association de Proprietaires Recoltants de Ia Charente, 
COGNAC, FRANCE. 
' 
PORT INE, OPORTO. 
PRICES ON APPLICATION TO 
w. R. WON HAM & SONS, 
AGENTS, 
~ 1\llONTREAL. ~ 
E¥"E~"Y I:RIS~lVIA.N'" S~O"UL:D ~.A ¥"E A. COP"¥" OF 
SE~O:R. J3U'LFIN'"'S G:R.EA.T EIOO~: 
By WILLIAM BULFIN (Che Buono). 
With fine hal'f-tone Illustrations and Maps, specially made under the Author's directions. 
Crown Svo, 456 pp., In handsome cloth. Price 6s. (Post Free to any part o'f the World). 
"No Irishman who cares about his country should be without this Look-so vivid- so eloquent- so well informed-so full of pathos, 
quai:l.tness, humour, the piety and patriotism of Irish Life. "-From a fou r co!umn notice in E vening T elegraph. 
"The reading of this book is a thing to be remembered to the man who has seen Ireland . . . There is a pathos and humour, and 
a grandeur about it all . . It is with unfeigned reluctance we put down Mr. Bulfin's book."-San Francisco L eader. 
"Straight from the heart. These rambles have a gusto and charm rarely met with in the modern wander book."-Publisher 's Circular , London . 
"A book the like of which is only seen once in a lifetime.''- The A nglo-Celt. 
It is the finest Book about Ireland that has a1111ea,.ed to,. n1any years. 
M H Gl LL & SON Ltd Publishers, Booksellers, Stationers, and_ • • ' • Manufacturers of Church Furniture, 
so, O'CONNELL STREET, Upper, DUBLIN. 
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rocerzes rovzszons. 
China and Ceylon, 
BLACK AND GREEN. 
~~ 
Seal Brand 1 .. ea, Bulk Teas, 
;{lb. Packets. slb.t Iolb.t 2olb. and solb. Packages. 
DIRECT SHIPMENTS. 
SUGAR! CUBE, GRANULATED, and DEJ\1\ERARA CRYSTAL. 
r 
-
rn m r r 
-
IRIS/f AND AMERICAN 
FLOURt PORK, BEEF.. P.E.I. BUTTER, CHEESE. 
TINNED MEA TSt FRUIT1 Etc. 
n n n-w 1W1 n n n - urr.u ~ - n u 
E~~~n~c~~ TOBACCOS & CIGARETTES. 
PERFECTION SMOKING TOBACCO. 
Havana and German Cigars. Egyptian Cigarettes. 
m..- ORDERS by MAIL receive prompt and careftJl attention. 
P.o. BOX, 884. CABLE ADDRESS: 11 RYAN.'' TELEPHONE 40. 
' 
t. ohn's,N.F. 
I I 
.. 
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BOTTLED IN COGNAC. 
arne 
COGNAC, 
IDi nera rbs ~roprteto rs IDisttllers. 
8/iippers of tAe following --------~-~ 
well-finown 9Jrands : 
' I 
* * * (TEN !EARS OLD). 
-
-
-
\t; 
\ti 
\ti 
·--------~----------~~--~,~ 
' 
I I I II ~~~~~· 
Cable Address : ''BARNETT, COGNAC.'' 
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PRICES ON APPLICATION. 
I · · . • I · ' I U •usa 
' . .J 
.. AND .. 
; t • . ' 
• 
LTD. 
~URERS 
.. OF .. 
. . AND .. 
____ ARD EFINERS, 
CORK and 
DUNDALK 
(IRELAND). 
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FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
ADRIAN BUILDING, WATER STREET. 
--------~0~---------
POLICIES of INSURANCE against Loss or Damage by. Fire are Issued 
by the above well-known Office on the MOST LIBERAL TERMS. 
j\?HN CC>RMACK, Get?eral A~et?t fer Nfld. 
GEO. M. BARR, 
WATER STREET, ST. JOHN'S, Newfoundland. 
1 
HIGHEST PRICES PAID IN CASH FvR 
Lobsters, Codfish, Herrings, Salmon, Furs, &c. 
Large Stock of the following Goods always kept on hand-
TI~J PLATES, LEAD, ROPE (l)f all sizes), PAPER LININGS., 
TIN, SHOOKS, NAILS. (Bags, Sheets, &c.) 
Being a large Importer of these class of goods I am able to sell at LO"'llV' P:R.ICE S. 
~ I also make Cans, and keep on hand a large stock of r-Ib. and Yz- lbs. They are made on a new and 
improved set of machinery, and are superior to any other on the market. 
RIGHT THIS WAY EVERYBODY FOR THE BEST BOOTS! 
Unhappy Feet come into this store all the day long. 
Some had their Boots fitted carelessly-some \vere fitted \Vithout sense. 
A busy man ought surely not to be compelled to be thinking of his feet. 
But how is he gojng to help it \vhile that litt le toe is yelling "murder''? 
You see the necessity of being fitted by a Shoe Man who 
REALLY KNOWS HOW. 
Of course, you k no\v that there is a great difference in material, and in the way 
Boots are put together. 
Feet that are not absolutely tough, should not be expected to feel comfortable 
in Boots that \vere not made for sensitive feet. 
You can get what you need and want here-Boots that "'·ill give complete ease, 
and made in the correct style. 
SEE OUR GREAT $2 .50 BOOT. 
\i\' e believe it's the best Shoe proposition on earth for Men and Women. 
PAR ER & MONROE,1:::~~c;A~;~,r. 
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e 
ontc. 
Is more than a Delicious 
Beverage. It is a Wholesome, 
. Nourishing, Strengthening 
Tonic of recognised medicinal 
value. Physicians prescribe 
BURKE'S DUBLIN STOUT 
because they know it contains 
no preservatives, and is Abso-
lutely Pure_ Where there is 
a loss of flesh and strength, 
BURKE'S STOUT is invalu-
able. 
Brewed and Bottled in Dublin. 
1 11, ' '. ~ , '., ~ "• • I ' I 
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R. HORN NS, Ltd. 
PROPRIETORS OF 
GREENOCK, LONDON, and 
ABERLOUR, GLENLEVIT. 
T ' -~ r· ··- //JJ I/)) -. ~ ~ o.r,..,i t.:' (?0 .!fl.r M.~ .t·~ Ji:' tt Dl'Jt: 1]~-«f tr ~~Jr' ?fl /15) 'ifX'l~ Jtj)-~ Jif1 .. ~~ ·.u :,_ ~Ill! . · . .. ~ :, ..... U ~ .... Ill. ~.!fl. .. ~~Ill 
LONDON OFFICE- LION HOUSE, 87, 88, TOWER HILL, E.C. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~*~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
THE LEADING BRANDS OF BLACK 
~~p- E.- ··aoF~~cr· ·1·o· N··· · If/ ' . / _J .. / . . ..l ( .r .. / . b :{. ,. ./ !./ (f(_j} . ·: .. \ Iii 
RELIABLE, PURE, and AROMA TIC FLAVOR. 
Blr FOR SALB BY ALL DEALERS, TRY TlfEM! 
- ••• 
ZIMMER C!3 CO. 
Manufacturers of Black and Bright Plt~:g, Twist, and 
Cut Tobaccos for Export, PETERSBURG, v A .. , 
? "U .S . .A. 
~'--------=-------- ~-
2 10 
I I 
HAMBURG, 
BROCK I. 
Cable Address: "MOLDROP, HAMBURG." 
MANUFACTURERS. EX'PORT TO ALL COUNTRIES. 
SOLE AGENTS FOR · 
DANNEMANN & CIA, S. Felix, Brazil, 
----·ORIGINAL---
Finest OJ!ality and Aroma, preferable to Havanas ! 
ALL OTHER CLASSES OF 
GIGARS and GIGAR~TT~S. 
PRICES for CIGARS fro1n 12/ - per 1,000 upvvards. 
avana, Brazil, Mexico, Sumatra, Borneo, etc. 
A l l \Vishes regarding Special Qualities, Labels, Brands, 
T in Boxes, etc., vvill be carefully attended to. 
2!1 
9 
<tontractorst 18ttilberst 
anb Bppraisers. 
Dealers in Pressed and 
Stack Brick. 
Selenite, Cement, Sand, 
Plaster. 
Drain Pipes, Chimney 
Tops, etc. 
~ All Orders in Carpen-
try, Mas onry, & all classes 
of work in the Building 
Business promptly 
attended to. 
~-$--$--$-
Offj(,~e-Ken~edy, Mullaly & Co. Wharf, 
WEST END. 
St. John's: Factory & Store, off James St. 
P~o. BOX 214 
•~*~~~~·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~••~~•m•••~~~~•~•••••~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~·~~~~~••~ 
~~··TT.TTT~·~·T·T·T~TTTTT·~·~TT·T·~T~·TTT····TTT•T+TTTTTTT •• T~TTT~TT~Y 
ESTAB. 1742. 
THE FINEST SCOTCH IN THE MARKET. 
MACKIE & CO., Distil.lers, Ltd. 
217, West George Stree·t, GLASGOW. 
2 1 2 
LIMITED. 
ESTABLISMED 1886. 
WM. P. WALSH, PRESIDENT. 
/ 
HON. JAMES BAIRD, VICE-PRES. K. R. PROWSE, SECY. 
IDtrectors : 
HON. JAMES ANGEL. JAMES ST01~T. 
M. G. WINTER. JOHN BROWNING. 
S. WILL CORNICK, MANAGER. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
Cooking, Parlor, Hall, and Church Stoves, 
Gothic Crates, Mantelpieces, etc. 
Windlasses, Rouse Chocks, Hawser Pipes, 
AND EVERY VARIETY OF 
SHIP and GENERAL CASTINGS. 
Railings, Crestings, & all Architectural Castings. 
£~~---~~~ 
21 3 
~ . 
ESTABLISHED 1866. 
Anglo-American Bakerg 
Soda Biscuits. 
Butter Biscuits. 
Pilot Biscuits. 
Lunch Biscuits. 
Tea Biscuits. 
Coffee Biscuits. 
Lemon Biscuits. 
Ginger Biscuits. 
Fruit Biscuits. 
Wine Biscuits. 
Sugar Biscuits, 
Seed Biscuits. 
And various other kinds of PLAIN & FANCY BISCUITS. 
WEDDING a~tu3!h:; CAKE 
Always on Hand. 
Also every Description of PURE 
HOME-MADE and IMPORTED 
Gonfectionery. 
JOHN BULLBY A YRE 
46, NEW GOWER STREET. 
204, WATER STREET. 
·EARTHEN & CHINA WARE 
Just received by SS. ''London City," and 
other arrivals, a large Stock of 
Earthen and Chinaware. 
Tea Pots, Cups and Saucers. 
Plates, Dishes. 
Toilet Sets. 
Dinner Sets. 
Dessert Sets. 
Breakfast and Tea Sets. 
Class Ware of every Description .. 
JOHN BULLEY AYRE, 
204, WATER STREET. 
2 14-
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HOTOGRAPHBR. 
Studio: 
''GAZETTE" BUILDING 
(Over Bank of .. #ontreal) . 
® ® @ ® ® ® 
Tourists' & Amateur Negatives Developed, 
Printed, and Mounted in the most expe-
ditious m.anner, and at a low figure. 
Full line of Dry Plates, Paper,Chemicals, 
etc., on hand. 
cW @ ~ cfB c8J @ 
LARGE ASSORTMENT OF 
VIEWS of NEWFOUNDLAND SCENERY 
and POST CARDS in stock. 
"Go West, Voung Man!" 
A refreshing "Shampoo and Sea Foam." 
The latest treatment in'' Facial Massage.'' 
Satisfaction in a Hair Cut or Shave. 
N.B.- An Up-to-Date Hot and Cold Water 
System lately installed. 
Nl. F. NIURPMV~ 
14, WATER STREET, WEST. 
OFFICE and .STORE- ADELAIDE STREET. 
STONEYARD- Just East Custom House, 
Telephone 364. WATER STREET • . 
• • ELLIS, 
Contractor, Builder, 
and Appraiser. 
Dealer in Cem ent, 8and, Mortar, Bticksi D1 ain Pipes, 
Bends , Junct;ons and Traps ; Chimney Tops, all sizes. 
Estimates gi\7en fo r all kinds of work at shortest notice, 
Telrgraphic A ddtess : " Rcc!esz"a, Dubli11.,. Telephont lVo. I53I. 
Supplying C onvents, Churches, and Schools in England, Ireland, Scotland, and the Colonies for over 40 years. 
BANNERS & BANNERETTES 
As supplied to most of the Confraternities in 
Ireland. 
C. BULL begs to call particular at tention 
to his immense assortment of BANNERS for 
Sodalities, all complete with P ole and Crossbar 
from 14/6 each. ' 
In the above department will be found a 
very extensive stock of materials suitaLle for 
Church work, of the richest materials. 
FRINGES. 
Embroidered Centres in gold and silk. 
~~onograms for Antependiums, also Gold 
I hread, Pur], Spangles, Tassels, and Stones 
for Embroidery. 
Humeral Veils, Dalmat ics, Linen and 
Lac~ .Alb~, Rochets and _Surplices, Brussels 
and Llmenck Lace, Preachtng and Confessional 
Stoles. 
BRASS ALTAR FURNITURE. 
Candlesticks, Crucifixes, Candelabra, 
Sanctuary Lamps, Vases, Gongs and Chimes, 
Thurib:es, Thrones, l\I issal Stands. 
' 
21, Suffolk Street, UBLIN. 
PRAYER BOOKS. 
A selection of the best and most beautifully 
printed editions, including the widely approved 
'' Flowers of Nazareth,, and the ''Little 
Golden Treasury,, of which C. BULL has 
acquired the copyright. 
Just Published-a wonderful little Penny 
Prayer Book for children, neatly bound in 
leatherette, for 8/6 per gross. 
VESTMENTS. 
ALL IRISI-I POPLIN, 
from 38/· per set. 
A great variety in all colours, from 20/· per 
set ; cloth of gold, from 35/ - ; Roman shape, 
fron1 27/-, or richly embroidered in gold, from 
6s/· An immense selection always in stock, 
which are all made in my own workrooms, of 
materials specially manufactured for Ecclesias-
tical purposes, and of perfectly rubrical shape. 
Copes in white silk, from so/- ; or rich 
brocaded cloth of gold, with embroidered 
o:nament on hood, g8/-
Clzeapest House bt Europe JO"" Vest1nents 
and alluzaterials used z'Jt therr Jnanzifacture. 
A seltction sent to any part oftlte United 
Kingdo1n on approval. 
STATUES. C BULL begs to remark that his Statues are personally chosen fron1 the best Catholic Continental manufacturers. Their artistic finish 
• . and exquisite expression can only excite devotion, which is usually the principal object when purchasing a Statue . 
. The p~1c~s f?r such _work5 of Art are only in proportion to their intrinsic value, and no comparison should be made between them :tnd the 
express10nless 1m1tat tons wh1ch are, of course, obtainable at far lower prices. 
Complete Benediction Set, £ 10. CO:\lPRISING 1IONSTRANCE, THURIBLE AND BOAT, COPE AND HUMERAL VEIL. 
I\fO~STRANCES, CIBORIUi\IS, CHALICES, CRUETS, PYXES, OIL STOCKS, &c., IN SILVER AND GoLD. 
Church Furniture in PITCH ~NE, FRENCH PoLISHED and 
STENCIL .I.Jb:CORATIONS, fron1 £ 7 109, Altars also in CARVED and PQLISHED OAK, PITCH PINE, &c., or PoLYCHROMO DECORATION. 
Stations of the Cross in OAK FRAMES, GOTHIC J?ESIGNS, ~rom £5 set. Painted .in Oil on Canvas ~r Copper by first-
class artists. Also tn Bas-rehef, Oleograph and Pla1n and Coloured Ltthograph. 
The FranziJzg qf the aboz1e ·is designed and executed on the pre11dses according to order. 
CONFESSI ONALS, 
PULPI TS I 
EXPOSITIONS, 
I vory Crucifi•es, all sizes. 
Child of' Mary Consecra-
t ion Acts, l\l anuals and 
~1edals in Silver and \Yhite 
:t.1et a l. 
L ace Pictures, immense and 
var ied as"ortmen t. 
Exquisi te Emb lems in 
Shee ts wit h English Text. Our 
o' vn p ubl icat ions. 
Christmas a nd F east 
D ay Car ds, exquisit ely 
J>ainted on I v-ore t te and Parch-
ment . 
Lamp Wicks f~om 9d. doz. 
boxes. 
, , 8 days, I , 5 per 
box. 
PEDESTALS, 
CREDENCE TABLES, 
BRACKETS, 
Pr ayer Books in English and 
French, han dsomely bound. 
Artiflcial Flowers and 
Bouquets for Altar decora-
t ion. 
Berr y Beads and Sisters 
of Mercy Crosses. 
C inctures and Cincture 
Rin gs. 
Incense and Prep are d 
Charcoal. 
Lace Pape r , lvorette, 
a nd Gela'tin e Cards to 
paint on. 
Silver Medals, Medalli· 
ons, and Fancy J e w el-
ler y . 
PRIE DIEU, 
VESTMENT 
PRESSES, 
Marble and Onyx Holy 
Water Font s . 
Mounted Photographs, 
Stee l E ngravings, 
Phot o g r avure and Oil 
Paintin gs in great variety. 
Special subjects in Oil Paintings 
painted to order. 
Rosary Beads frmn 7/6 gross. 
Standing Lamps for Altars 
from 6d. 
S. H eart C oraf'ratern ity 
M edals Consecration 
Cards, Badges, etc., all 
sptcialities. 
M o r tua ry C a rds, exclusive 
and artistic designs on Parch-
ment, etc. 
SARCOPHAGI 
of Various Materials, 
Designs and Decorations. 
Sacred Heart Shield, a 
beautiful quatrefoil Medallion, 
5 inches in diamet1;r, on strong 
card, intended for placing over 
dcors or hanging on wall, gd. 
per doz. 
Sick Call Outfits, in polished 
oak case, I I x I 1 x s, beautifully 
fitted with electro plated requi-
sites, price xs/-
Aitar Cruets, in glass, fron1 
3/· set, or with gilt mountings 
and tray from xs/- to .£s. 
Scapular& of all kinds from 
s/- pt.r gross. 
Sacred Heart Badges 
from 2/9 per gross. 
A :selrctio1z of a1lJ' if abfJ~'~ ~-ant_Plcs tJr desi'gns of woodwork will bf sent t(J l(Jit-Vfnts and Clergy on approbation. 
.. 
elegraphs, 
IN CONNECTION WITH THE ,-----~,j 
Co01n1ercial Cable Co01pany 
(FIVE TRANS-ATLANTIC CABLES), 
AND THE 
MARCONI WIRELESS SYSTEM. 
, ______ , __________ ·---------------------------~ 
Communication with all Parts of the World. 
DIRECT COMMUNICATION BY 
N. F. GOVERNMENT CABLE with CANSO, N.S. 
Fastest Service to CANADA and UNITED STATES. 
CONNECTS WITH THE POSTAL TELEGRAPH-CABLE COMPANY, 
HAI_JIFAX AND BERMUDA CABLE COMPANY, 
DIREC~f WEST INDIA CABLE COMPANY, 
GERMAN ATLANTIC CABLE COMPANY, 
CANADIAN PACIFIC RAIL"'' AY TELEGRAPHS. 
COMMERCIAL AND BRITISH PACIFIC CABLES . 
• Books of Forms and Tariffs supplied on application 
HEAD OFFICE-
Genera} Post Office, St. Jahn's, N.F. 
D. STOTT, Superintendent. 
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Inland Parcel Post Rates. 
• 
On and after the 15th August, Parcel Post Articles will be accepted 
for transmission in the Newfoundland Mails to and from all Post Offices 
in Newfoundland and Labrador, at the following reduced rates : 
Under 2 ounces ...... ..................... ... .. ... . 
Over 2 ounces, but not exceeding 4 ounces, 
" 
4 
" " 
6 
" 
" 
6 
" 
, 8 , 
" 
8 
" " 
10 , 
" 
10 
" " 
12 
" 
" 
12 
" " 
14 
'' 
" 
14 
" " 
1 pound, 
" 
16 
" 
', 
2 , 
, 2 pounds 
" 
3 
'' 
, 3 
" " 
4 
" 
" 
4 
" ' ' 
5 
" 
" 
5 
" " 
6 
' ' 
" 
6 
" 
, 7 , 
" 
7 
" " 
8 , 
" 
8 
" 
, 9 
" 
" 
9 
" " 
1 1 
" 
1 cent. 
2 cents. 
3 
" 
4 
" 5 
" 
6 
" 
7 
" 
8 
" 
1 1 
'' 
14 " 
17 " 
20 tt 
23 " 
26 " 
29 " 
32 " 
35 " 
MAXIMUM WEIGHT, ELEVEN POUNDS. 
The receipt and despatch of all Parcels will henceforth be recorded, 
but no responsibility for loss can be accepted unless Parcel is Registered. 
The Name and Address of sender should be marked on Parcels. 
H. J. B. WOODS, 
POSTMASTER GENERAL . 
ost -tee. 
How may small amounts of money be sent in a way 
which is Cheap, Qyick and Absolutely Safe ~ 
C]f Ask the Postmaster for a 
Postal Money Order. 
This method of remitting small sums of money is safe, cheap, 
superior to other forms for remittances, and the Government 
guarantees correct payment to the rerson for whom the money 
is intended. 
SEE THE LOW RATES CHARGED FOR NEWFOUND-
LAND, CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES: 
To remit $10.00, or any smaller sum, wil,l cost but 5 cents. 
,, 20.00, will cost but 10 cents. 
, 30.00, will cost but 15 cents. 
And larger sums in similar reasonable proportion. 
14 If lost, a duplicate will be issued without any expense whatever, 
and without delay. Orders paid at 117 Offices in Newfoundland. 
More than 42,000 of these Postal Orders are issued every year, amount-
ing to $700,000. No risk, no loss ; conducted solely for the convenience 
of the people. Remittances in this way preferred by merchants, publishers, 
insurance companies, etc., and unite economy and safety with simplicity. 
The Postmaster will tell you all about Money Orders, which may be 
obtained, payable in all parts of the world. 
CAUTION.- Never send money in an unregistered letter; 
it is unsafe, and, if lost or stolen cannot be traced. A letter con-
taining a Money Order if not registered may be stolen or lost, but 
you get your money all the same. 
H. J. B. WOODS, 
POSTMASTE.R GENERAL. 
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